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Natural Resources:
•  Develop and im plem ent an Invasiv e S pec ies 
    Manag em ent Plan throu g h ou t the Park 
•  Manag e Ru d d  Pond to c ontrol inv asiv e plant 
    g rowth in order to c ontinu e to prov id e
    recreational opportu nities

Designations:
A Bird Conservation Area and  a Natu ral Heritag e Area
will be d esig nated in the Park.
•  Bird  Conservation Area – desig nate the entire Park
    as a BCA
•  Natu ral Heritag e Area – desig nate the entire Park as an NHA

Mutual Aid Agreement with Massachusetts DCR:
•  S ig n m u tu al aid  ag reem ent with  Massac h u setts
    Departm ent of Conservation and  Recreation
    (DCR) and th u s prov id e leg al fram ework for th e
    m u tu al aid operations th at de facto exist between
    NY and MA park staff

Interpretation and Education:
•  Continu e to foster a sense of env ironm ental 
    stewardsh ip th rou g h  hands-on interpretive 
    prog ram m ing
•  Foc u s prog ram s on topics inclu d ing  bu t not lim ited
    to biod iv ersity, native and inv asive spec ies, c u ltu ral 
    and h istorical resou rces, clim ate c hang e, and 
    su stainability
•  Explore opportu nities to h ire seasonal interpretiv e 
    staff with h ou sing  at th e Park
•  Coord inate interpretation and ed u cation from  
    the Park Office

Design Guidelines:
•  The desig n c h aracter will be ru stic and
    cog nizant of the su rrou nd ing  natu ral featu res
    and h istory of the area
•  Im plem ent su stainable practices whenever possible

Signage for Taconic State Park:
•  Work with  DOT to coord inate better wayfind ing
    sig nag e
•  Utilize forth c om ing  statewide sig nag e plan for
    internal Park sig nag e

Sustainability:
•  Explore and inc orporate su stainable and 
    ec olog ically sensitive concepts and practices
    wherever practical in all aspects of the Park, 
    inclu d ing  operations, m anag em ent, desig n, 
    constru ction and ed u cation
•  Continu e the Park’s recycling  prog ram
•  Use native plants for reveg etation whenev er 
    possible, continu e red u ced m owing , d o not u se 
    pestic id es or c hem ical treatm ents u nless it bec om es
    absolu tely necessary, u se certified weed-free straw 
    for erosion c ontrol

Construction Practices:
•  S hall be c onsid erate of the landscape, h istoric 
    c h aracter and veg etation
•  Im plem ent su stainable practices wherever possible
•  Continu e c onsu ltation with S HPO c oncerning  
    NRE stru ctu res and g rou nd  d istu rbance d u ring
    constru ction 

Copake Iron Works:
•  Continu e to protect and interpret the Copake Iron
    Works Historic District and National Heritag e Area
    Desig nated S ite in c ooperation with OPRHP’s
    Div ision of Historic Preservation and the Friend s of
    Taconic S tate Park
•  Mov e m aintenance fac ility ou t of c u rrent Copake
    Iron Works – era bu ild ing  to new location, away
    from  the Copake Iron Works Historic District
•  Expand  ed u cation and  interpretation of th is 
    sig nificant c u ltu ral resou rce

Park Maintenance Facility:
•  Constru ct new m aintenance fac ility in proposed 
    Copake Falls area and constru ct c u lv ert or sm all 
    brid g e ov er stream  for ac cess to new location

Copake Falls Cabins and Cottages:
•  Im prov e Copake Ironworkers Cabins one cabin at 
    a tim e, m ake them  ADA c om pliant, and  prov id e a 
    wi-fi h otspot for th em
•  Im prov e Bash Bish Cabins and  bath h ou se
•  Im prov e Greenwic h  Cottag es: renov ate form er 
    Rec Hall into a Meeting  Hall for larg e g ath ering s
    and events; repu rpose the form er caretaker’s
    cottag e to h ou se interns

Copake Falls Day Use Area:
Develop a S ite Plan th at incorporates
im prov em ents for recreational opportu nities
and ADA c om pliance, inclu d ing :
•  Bu ild  new picnic pav ilion in ad d ition to the 
    existing  one to m eet v isitor dem and
•  Install ball field to play a variety of sports 
    g am es and seasonal ice skating  rink
•  Bu ild  larg e fire ring  as a g athering  and ou td oor
    ed u cational space
•  Ad d  to playg rou nd  to ac c om m od ate c h ildren
    3-6 years old
•  Make m inor im provem ents to the pic nic area
    inclu d ing  new tables, benc h es, and g rills
•  Plant trees in and arou nd  day u se area to prov id e
    m ore shade and c om fort
•  Prov id e wi-fi h otspots at Park Office and  
    Copake Iron Works Mu seu m

Copake Falls Camping:
•  Bu ild  a new cam ping  loop and relocate
    several cam psites from  existing  cam ping
    loops to decrease density; 
    inclu d e ADA cam psites; 
    total nu m ber of sites rem ains the sam e
•  Ad d  electric and  water serv ices at selected
    cam psites
•  Ad d  wi-fi ac cess h otspot for cam pg rou nd
•  Prov id e d og  ru n for cam pers at Copake Falls
•  Relocate Copake Falls d u m p station 

Copake Falls Comfort Stations and Shower 
Houses:
•  Renov ate all three existing  c om fort stations
•  Bu ild  a new sh ower h ou se and septic in a 
    central location for all cam ping  loops, then 
    renov ate existing  sh ower h ou se, th u s at least
    d ou bling  sh ower capac ity for cam pg rou nd s
•  Renov ate Ore Pit Pond Bath Hou se: install
    electric ity and teleph one serv ice, ad d ou tsid e
    sh ower towers, m ake ADA com pliant

Rudd Pond Comfort Stations and Shower Houses:
•  Rem od el the bath  h ou se as picnic pav ilion and
    com fort station
•  Rem od el the day u se area c om fort station as staff
    work station
•  Upg rade cam pg rou nd  com fort station for code and
    ADA com pliance
•  Upg rade water d istribu tion system

Rudd Pond Day Use Area:
•  Follow proposed S ite Plan to im prov e
    day u se area
•  Manag e the pond and swim m ing  area
    to prov id e recreational swim m ing  and boating
•  Adju st traffic c irc u lation pattern for easier ac cess
    and exit
•  Prov id e wi-fi h otspot at Ru d d  Pond
•  Ad d  to playg rou nd  to ac c om m od ate c h ildren
    3-6 years old
•  Rerou te base of Ru d d  Pond trail to Ru d d  Pond
    parking  area
•  Rem ov e staff trailer after day u se area c om fort
    station is rem odeled as staff work station

Bash Bish Falls trailhead:
•  Work with  DOT and create a m ore effic ient, 
    safer and form alized  parking  lot
•  Introd u ce pay stations at Bash Bish Falls and 
    enc ou rag e patrons to u se the parking  area at 
    Copake Falls

Rudd Pond Camping:
•  Chang e cam psite layou t to allow for m ore
    priv acy: sites can be stag g ered and tu cked
    into the adjacent woods. No net increase in
    cam psites

Harlem Valley Rail Trail Parking by 
Park Headquarters:
•  Mod ify parking : first introd u ce h onor system  
    paystations, th en lim it parking  to Em pire Pass 
    h olders and ADA tag g ed v eh icles

Rudd Pond Swimming:
•  Prov id e swim m ing  at Ru d d  Pond and explore
    alternativ es to c u rrent pond  m anag em ent that
    allow for c ontinu ed  swim m ing
•  Ru d d  Pond  is transitioning  to wetland; Park will
    explore h ow to c ontrol the aqu atic plant g rowth 
    and natu ral su c cession of the pond to 
    wetland for th e long  term

Fishing 
•  Continu e to protect the h abitat of nativ e fish
    and prov id e fish ing  ac cess to all water bod ies in
    the Park
•  Prov id e ad d itional fish ing  ac cess to
    Roeliff Jansen Kill near ju nction of Orphan Farm
    Road and NY Rt. 22
•  Explore v iability of fish ing  at Odyssey Farm  Pond
    and prov id ing  ADA com pliant fish ing

Hunting:
•  Ad d  sh otg u n h u nting  for tu rkey d u ring  spring
    and fall seasons in spec ific areas of the Park
    and expand fall tu rkey h u nting  to su nrise to
    su nset in sam e areas; allow black bear h u nting
    as appropriate; and desig nate an area for sm all
    g am e h u nting  in a m anner that allows for
    m onitoring  im pacts to New Eng land cottontail
•  All DEC h u nting  reg u lations for Colu m bia and
    Du tc h ess Cou nties will be followed

Group Camping:
•  Grou p cam ping  areas will be desig nated in 
    both  Copake Falls and Ru d d  Pond dev eloped
    areas for the off season

Backcountry Camping:
•  Backcou ntry cam psite will be desig nated along
    the S ou th Taconic Trail sou th of Brace Mou ntain
    to ac c om m od ate long  d istance h ikers and
    backpackers
•  Backcou ntry cam psites will be carry in-carry ou t
    sites, with  the sing le am enity of a bear box to 
    sec u re food ov ernig h t

Trails:	
For trail im prov em ent proposals, see Trails Plan Map


