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The nonprofit group Walkway Over the Hudson
serves as a “friends group” providing vital
support for the Walkway, which is operated by
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation,
and Historic Preservation. The friends group
oversees fundraising and planning efforts  
aimed at improving the park and presents  
programming and events designed to educate 
and entertain the park’s many visitors.
The Walkway group also recruits volunteers
to serve as docents, ambassadors, and support
staff. This critical mission depends upon
committed and engaged members. Please 
consider supporting the Walkway by becoming 
a member of the Walkway Over the Hudson 
friends group. 
Visit www.walkway.org to learn how to become 
a Walkway member or contribute to this  
extraordinary recreational resource.

A Brief History
When you visit the Walkway Over the Hudson 
State Historic Park you’ll be standing on an 
important pillar of American history. Before it 
became the Walkway, this massive 1.28-mile 
steel structure was known as the Poughkeepsie-
Highland Railroad Bridge, an Industrial Age 
superstar that once bore the weight of 3,500 
freight cars a day! 

When trains began rumbling over the bridge in 
1888, it was the longest bridge in the world—
a title it held for over a year. It became a key 
transportation hub linking western raw  
materials to eastern industrial centers, until a 
fire in 1974 crippled the railroad bridge and it 
fell into disrepair and an uncertain future. 

It took another 35 years before a grassroots 
nonprofit called Walkway Over the Hudson 
was able to successfully galvanize public and 
private support in the Hudson Valley and 
statewide to save the historic bridge and  
transform it into the Walkway State Park. 

The bridge re-opened on October 3, 2009  
after a two-year construction effort. Today the 
Walkway is the longest elevated pedestrian 
park in the world, returning it to the record 
books after 121 years! 

A Truly Unique Park
There is something truly captivating about  
the Walkway Over the Hudson State  
Historic Park. Since it opened to the public 
on October 3, 2009, this grand pathway in 
the sky has drawn 750,000 visitors who 
stroll, cycle, walk, jog, and roller blade over 
its mighty steel trusses. They come to gaze at 
the picturesque Hudson River flowing 212 feet 
below, to immerse themselves in solitude, and 
to reflect in an especially pleasant setting. 

The Walkway is truly a special place. It  
represents a people’s shared desire to  
preserve the best of our history, our culture, 
and our spirit, and stands today because the 
people of the Hudson Valley vowed to  
transform a crippled relic of the Industrial 
Age into something new and vital, something 
that will keep contributing to our society for 
another century. Thankfully, against all odds, 
they succeeded. 

Come to the Walkway…and see what  
everyone’s talking about! 

Walking the Walkway
Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park 
links the City of Poughkeepsie (Dutchess County) 
with the Town of Lloyd, which includes Highland 
(Ulster County). Visitors arriving via the  
Poughkeepsie Train Station can walk or take  
a taxi to the park’s eastern entrances on  
Washington Street and at 61 Parker Avenue. 

Each entrance features on-street and off-street 
parking options for those coming by automobile. 
The west entrance offers Walkway visitors a  
rural experience with park access provided via the 
87 Haviland Road entrance, where drivers may 
park along the north side of the road or in  
nearby parking lots. After a jog or stroll along  
the Walkway (dogs welcome), visitors are  
encouraged to explore any of the numerous fine  
eateries, shops, and cultural attractions to be 
found throughout the City of Poughkeepsie 
and Town of LloydWaterfront dining and parks 
present pleasant diversions for travelers in both 
communities. 

Getting there by Train
take the metro-North hudson Line to the Poughkeepsie 
train station. 
Walking from the train station: the entrance to the  
walkway is a 20-minute walk from the station. exit the 
station through the lobby and follow the walkway Loop trail 
signs on the street.
Taxi: taxis are available at the Poughkeepsie station and the 
walkway is just a 5-minute ride.  

Access & Parking
On the west side, the bridge is located at 87 haviland rd. 
in highland. it is also accessible through the hudson valley 
rail trail. there is free parking along haviland rd., and a 
fee-based lot at the park entrance. On the east side, the 
bridge is located at 61 Parker ave. in Poughkeepsie. there 
is free on-street parking located on Brookside, taylor, and 
washington streets, and free lots on washington st. and 
Parker ave. there is also a large fee lot at the park entrance.
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Fun Facts About  
the Walkway

• At 6,767 feet (or 1.28 miles) the Walkway  
Over the Hudson is the world’s longest elevated  
pedestrian bridge. 

• The Walkway soars 212 feet above the Hudson 
River and continues 130 feet below the river’s  
surface to compacted gravel.

• The Walkway’s deck is comprised of 973 prefab-
ricated concrete panels, each weighing up to 15 
tons. The deck is 24-feet wide with a 4-foot 6-inch 
railing.

• A series of LED-filled tubes provide lighting for 
occasional night-time use. More than 81,000 
light-emitting diodes use less than $1.80 an hour of 
electricity. 

• First proposed in 1855, the idea of building a rail-
road bridge at Poughkeepsie was ridiculed. After 
the Civil War, the idea was taken more seriously. 
Successful construction began in 1886. From then 
it took three years and thousands of workers to 
complete the bridge. 

• It’s estimated that nearly 1 million rivets are used 
to hold the 20,000 tons of steel together. Each of 
the 4 river piers contains 40,000 tons of timber, 
stone and concrete. 

• The original construction cost to complete the 
bridge in 1888 was $3.6 million. The cost to recon-
struct the Walkway in 2009 was $38 million. The 
cost to demolish the structure would have been 
well over $50 million.  

• Additional riverfront access is planned via an el-
evator and staircase. The 7-by-12-foot elevator car 
will hold 25 people, accommodate bicycles, and 
provide views of the Hudson Valley through glass. 

www.newpaltz.edu/museum

SAMUEL DORSKY
MUSEUM of ART State University of New York at New Paltz

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

TASTE 
outstanding global cuisine in our 

award-winning, student-staffed restaurants.

845-471-6608
www.ciachef.edu/restaurants

TOUR 
the campus, and immerse yourself

in an exhilarating world of 
culinary artistry. ($6 per person)

845-451-1588
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 A walk in the park, 
Ulster County style.

® I LOVE NEW YORK logo is a registered trademark/service mark of 
the NYS Dept. of Economic Development, used with permission.

Call 1-800-342-5826 for a FREE Travel Guide.
ulstercountyalive.com

Not all walks in the park are equal. 
And our park, the Catskill Park, just 
90 minutes from New York City, 
encompasses 750,000 acres of 
unsurpassed beauty with the highest 
mountain in the Catskill Range 
(Slide Mountain). We also have the 
best rock climbing on the east coast 
(the Shawangunk Ridge) and more 
than 350 miles of hiking and biking 
trails for your wilderness experience.

So the next time you are looking 
for a walk in the park, try ours. 
Ulster County awaits you.

Resources
Trains
Amtrak 
Stations: Hudson, Rhinecliff, Poughkeepsie. 
800-872-7245 | www.amtrak.com

Metro-North Railroad 
Discount packages and travel information:  
212-532-4900 | www.mta.info

Buses
Adirondack Trailways 
800-858-8555

City of Poughkeepsie Bus Service 
845-451-4118

Dutchess County Loop Bus System 
845-485-4690

Pine Hill Trailways 
800-776-7548

Ulster County Area Transit (UCAT) 
New Paltz Loop, Ulster-Poughkeepsie Link 
845-340-3333

Airports
Albany International Airport (ALB) 
Albany, 518-242-2200; 518-242-2299

Stewart International Airport (SWF) 
Newburgh, 845-564-2100

Tourism Information
Dutchess County Tourism 
Ste. Q-17, 3 Neptune Road, Poughkeepsie 
800-445-3131, www.dutchesstourism.com 

Ulster  County Tourism 
10 Westbrook Lane, Kingston 
800-342-5826 | www.ulstercountyalive.com

 Walkway Over the Hudson  
 State Historic Park
 87 Haviland Road, Highland 
 845-834-2867 | www.nysparks.com

Walkway Over the Hudson Map publishing services 
provided by Luminary Publishing.



other Places of interest

TO THe nORTH

Culinary Institute of America: 3 miles north on 
route 9 (1946 campus drive, hyde Park)

Franklin D. Roosevelt national Historic Site:  4.4 
miles north on route 9 (4097 albany Post road, 
hyde Park)

eleanor Roosevelt Center, Val-Kill: 4.1 miles north 
on route 9g (56 valkill Park road, hyde Park)

Ogden Mills & Ruth Livingston Mills State Park: 

10.3 miles north on route 9 (79 old Post road, 

staatsburg)

Vanderbilt Mansion national Historic Site: 6.3 

miles north on route 9 (119 vanderbilt Park road, 

hyde Park)

Village of Rhinebeck: 16 miles north on route 9 

Village of Red Hook: 21.3 miles north on route 9

Wilderstein Historic Site: 14.9 miles north on 

route 9 (330 morton road, rhinebeck)

TO THe SOUTH 
Locust Grove Samuel Morse Historic Site: 4.3 
miles south on route 9 (2683 south road,  
Poughkeepsie)

Village of Fishkill: 14.2 miles south on route 9 

City of Beacon: 17.8 miles south on route 9 and 
route 9d

TO THe eAST
James Baird State Park: 9.9 miles east on route 55

Pleasant Valley: 8.6 miles east on route 44

Village of Millbrook: 16.7 miles east on route 44

TO THe WeST
Village of new Paltz: 12.0 miles west,  
44/55 w to 9w N to 299 w 

Hamlet of Highland: 3.9 miles west, 44/55w to 9w N

Lake Minnewaska State Park: 25.4 miles west on  
route 44/55

Mohonk Mountain House: 16.5 miles north west, 
44/55 w to 9w N to 299 w 

Distances are from Walkway State Park’s  
Poughkeepsie entrance at 61 Parker Avenue.
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4.7 miles west, NY-55w/ 
us-44w, us-9w N

23.1 miles west, NY-55w/ 
us-44w/us-9w N, NY 299w

17.4 miles south on route 9 and route 9d

12.2 miles west, NY-55w/us-44w,  route 9w N to 299w

21.4 miles, NY-55w/us-44w, North on route 9

3.9 miles west, NY-55w/us-44w, 9w N 6.1 miles north, rt. 9 to market  street in hyde Park

The Revolution begins
 in your mouth

131 Washington St, Poughkeepsie, NY (845) 471-8555
www.lolascafeandcatering.com

129 Washington St, Poughkeepsie, NY (845) 452-3501
www.craverestaurantandlounge.com

cafe bocca
TASTE UPSTATE

BAKED TREATS

FRESH SANDWICHES

DAILY PASTA

GREAT COFFEE
14 MOUNT CARMEL PLACE / 845 483 7300 

WWW.CAFEBOCCA.NET
One block up from the Poughkeepsie Train Station

     TheCraftedKup
A great place to be!

TEA & COFFEEHOUSE

www.craftedkup.com

Hours of Operation

Open All Seasons
True Waterfront Dining
Events and Live Music
On Site Catering 
& Party Packages
Free Boat Docking 
for Patrons

46 River Road, Highland, NY 
Less than a mile from Walkway Bridge on Highland side

845-691-4711  www.marinersonhudson.com  

“Between the Bridges”
At the Waterfront

35 Main Street
Poughkeepsie, NY

845 452-4700
Amicis-Restaurant.com

107 Main Street
Poughkeepsie 

www.souldog.biz

Beacon

Chelsea

Sites

Affiliates

Special Exhibitions 
Gallery Talks
Performances
Conversations
Community Free Days

Dia:Beacon, Riggio Galleries
3 Beekman Street Beacon NY 12508
845 440 0100  info@diaart.org  www.diaart.org

Home to Dia Art Foundation’s collection 
of art from the 1960s to the present

THURS - SAT: 
Dinner 5pm

SUNDAY: 
Brunch 

11am-2pm
Dinner 3pm

THURS - SAT: 
Dinner 5pm

Dinner 3pm

3805 Rt. 209, Stone Ridge, NY 

Your hosts Marie & Brian Murphy

35 Market St.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

www.bardavon.org

BARDAVON
 LEGENDARY PERFORMANCES SINCE 1869

music, dance, 
theatre, and film

1 West Market St
Hyde Park, NY
(845) 229-1957

Tues thru Sat 7am - 4pm
Sun 8am - 3pm

Closed Mondays
www.cranberrysattilleyhall.com

HYDE PARK’S 
Casual Café

&
Bake Shop

STEAK & SEAFOOD
R E S T A U R A N T
&  C A T E R I N G

RIVER STATION

FREE SHUTTLE TO & FROM THE WALKWAY

The Anchor of Poughkeepsie 
Waterfront for over 30 Years

Lunch & Dinner Daily
Sunday Brunch

The Anchor of Poughkeepsie 

(845) 452-9207  One N. Water St, Poughkeepsie, NY
www.riverstationrest.com

Stonegate 
Bed & Breakfast

34 North Rd., Highland, NY
(845) 834-3183

www.stonegatebb.com
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          The  Derby 
      RESTAURANT

96 Main St,Poughkeepsie(845)452-3232

Lunch & Dinner 7 days, Sun Brunch 
Poughkeepsieʼs Oldest Active Restaurant

Seating for 125

3

Milanese Italian Restaurant
Lunch • Dinner • Dessert

115 Main Street
Poughkeepsie, NY

845-471-9533

Voted best  

Italian Restaurant  

in Poughkeepsie
Hudson Valley 

Magazine

Come and enjor our authentic  
homemade Italian cuisine. Serving 

the Hudson Valley for 40 years!
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Join us for Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome’s 50th Anniversary

Air Shows at 2 PM on Weekends June 13 – Oct. 18
Featuring WWI & Barnstorming Era Airplanes

Museum Open 7 Days a Week June 6 - October 18, 2009

Over the Hudson Valley

Treat the entire family to a
most unique, once in a lifetime

experience. Up to four
passengers can fly in the open

cockpit of the
1929 New Standard biplane.

$65per person

(845) 752-3200
www.oldrhinebeck.org

Join us for Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome’s 50th Anniversary

Air Shows at 2 PM on Weekends June 13 – Oct. 18
Featuring WWI & Barnstorming Era Airplanes

Museum Open 7 Days a Week June 6 - October 18, 2009

Over the Hudson Valley

Treat the entire family to a
most unique, once in a lifetime

experience. Up to four
passengers can fly in the open

cockpit of the
1929 New Standard biplane.

$65per person

(845) 752-3200
www.oldrhinebeck.org

Join us for Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome’s 50th Anniversary

Air Shows at 2 PM on Weekends June 13 – Oct. 18
Featuring WWI & Barnstorming Era Airplanes

Museum Open 7 Days a Week June 6 - October 18, 2009

Over the Hudson Valley

Treat the entire family to a
most unique, once in a lifetime

experience. Up to four
passengers can fly in the open

cockpit of the
1929 New Standard biplane.

$65per person

(845) 752-3200
www.oldrhinebeck.org

Over the 
Hudson Valley

Featuring Pioneer, WWI & Lindbergh Era Airplanes

$75 per person
(845) 752-3200 · www.oldrhinebeck.org

Museum and grounds open daily 10AM - 5PM
Treat the entire family to a once in a lifetime 

experience. Up to four passengers can fl y in the 
open cockpit of the 1929 New Standard biplane.

Locust Grove
The Samuel Morse Historic Site

A particularly beautiful and gracious setting for 
weddings and private parties, with historic gardens 
overflowing with perennial blooms. 

�  22,000 square foot Museum Pavillion with a 
reception room for up to 150 guests. 

�  Modern amenities include catering kitchen, 
hardwood floors, bride’s lounge 

     and ample parking. 

�  Located just south of Poughkeepsie in the heart of 
the beautiful Hudson Valley!

845.454.4500 
www.lgny.org
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4 N Clover St          Poughkeepsie, NY

845 473 4976      www.kavosgyros.com

0000927639

Special Events

Live Music 
Every 

Weekend

10 Main St, New Paltz, NY  (845) 255-1403 
WaterStreetMarket.com

0000927639

Special Events

Live Music 
Every 

Weekend
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                  Music, art,  
        dance, and  
            drama events  
         presented 
      throughout 
  the year at 
 Vassar College.
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Walk to us!

good food with attitude

194 Washington Street

(845) 473-1576  
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176 Rinaldi Blvd. Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Open for Lunch and Dinner, 7 days a week 
    Gourmet Brunch Buffet - Every Sunday 11am - 2 pm

www.shadowsonthehudson.com   845•486•9500
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75 North Water St, Poughkeepsie | (845) 471-0589 www.mhcm.org

Located on the banks of the Hudson River
Open year round Featuring 2 fl oors of interactive 

exhibits for children ages 0-10 years old.
Birthday parties, playgroups, performances, summer 
camp and much more! Admission: $6 per person; 

children under 1 and members are free!
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