NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP)
Announces the Process to Preserve Unused Oil and Gas Interests
within Allegany State Park
This public notice announces the enactment of Chapter 501 of the Laws of 2011,
effective September 23, 2011, and provides a summary of the law. The Chapter adds a
new Section 329-a to the NY'S Real Property Law (RPL) that allows for the
extinguishment and reversion to the State of New York of any unused oil and gas interest
located on or under Allegany State Park in Cattaraugus County unless certain affirmative
steps are taken by the owner of the interest to file a statement of claim in the Cattaraugus
County Clerk’s Office by September 22, 2013. RPL 8§ 329-a: 81 states that any interest in
oil and gas on or under state-owned land within Allegany State Park, if unused for a
period of twenty years, shall be extinguished and revert to the State of New York, unless
a statement of claim is filed within two years in the Cattaraugus County Clerk’s Office; §
2 defines an oil and gas interest, and excludes from that definition a lease for a fixed
term; 8 3 describes the circumstances under which an oil and gas interest is deemed to be
used; § 4 outlines OPRHP’s notice requirements for this announcement; 8 5 explains that
the statement of claim: shall contain the name and address of the owner of the oil and gas
interest (one owner may file on behalf of all co-owners), shall describe the land on or
under which the oil and gas interest is located, and shall be accompanied by a copy of the
instrument creating or reserving the interest; 8 6 describes what happens if there is a
failure to file a statement of claim within the two-year time frame and the circumstances
under which an oil and gas interest may be preserved; 8 7 describes OPRHP’s notice and
filing requirements following expiration of the two-year period for claiming an oil and
gas interest; § 8 describes the Cattaraugus County Clerk’s recording duties when a
statement of claim is filed and when OPRHP files its notice of lapse and proof of
service; 8 9 states that the filing of the statement of claim is not evidence of title to or

ownership of the oil and gas interest claimed. To view the law and the bill memo go to
http://nysparks.com/inside-our-agency/public-documents.aspx.




