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James Baird State Park
Final Master Plan
Map produced by NYSOPRHP GIS Bureau, January 25,  2023.
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Recreational Resource Protection and Enhancement
Bathhouse
•  Re trofit th e  b a th h ou se  as an e ve nts ve nu e  with  fa cilitie s for ca te re rs, ADA acce ssib le  re stroom s,
   u pg rade d u tilitie s, and a la rg e -sca le  pavilion th a t can accom m oda te  u p to 500 g u e sts.

Bandshell
•  Upg rade  e xisting  b andsh e ll: re h a b ilita te  stru ctu re , re g rade  are a, and re m ove  pave m e nt 
   to provide  discre te  pe rform a nce  space  with  visu a l se para tion from  parking  lot.

Parking
•  De sig n and constru ct a ne w day-u se  are a  parking  lot th a t incorpora te s g re e n infrastru ctu re  e le m e nts. 
•  Expand th e  g olf clu b h ou se  parking  lot to accom m oda te  a nticipa te d de m a nd, inclu ding  ove rflow.

Picnic Shelters
•  Ma ke  im prove m e nts to picnic sh e lte rs; im prove  pa th  from  sh e lte rs to day u se  are a , 
   u pg rade  com fort sta tions and u pg rade  u tilitie s.

Recreation Amenities
•  Cre a te  a  m u lti-pu rpose  cou rt a t th e  form e r rolle r rink (for e .g . b aske tb a ll, lacrosse  wa ll, stre e t h ocke y).
•  De ve lop a disc g olf cou rse  a t th e  Fre e dom  Road P rope rty.
•  P rovide  fish ing  acce ss to th e  pond a t th e  Fre e dom  Road P rope rty. 

Trails
•  Im prove  and re pa ir th e  park’s e xisting  tra il syste m .
•  De ve lop an acce ssib le , off-road, park-wide  m u lti-u se  pa th .
•  Add an acce ssib le  wa lking  pa th  ne a r th e  playg rou nd with  se a ting  and sh a de  stru ctu re s.
•  Groom  se le cte d tra ils a t th e  Fre e dom  Road P rope rty in winte r to accom m oda te  
   cross-cou ntry skiing  and snowsh oe ing .
•  Add a wa lking  rou te  with  e xe rcise  sta tions in th e  e xisting  softb a ll are a .
•  De sig na te  a  wa lking  tra il syste m  a t th e  Fre e dom  Road P rope rty and provide  conne ctions with  
   e xisting  tra ils.

Golf Course
•  Im prove  g olf practice  facility and u pg rade  e xisting  fa cilitie s.
•  De ve lop a b a nqu e t fa cility for partie s u p to 50 in form e r g olf pro sh op.
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Natural and Cultural Resources Protection 
Rare/Endangered Species
•  Expand and im prove  h a b ita t m a na g e m e nt for Tu rtle s of Conse rva tion Conce rn 
   (e .g . Blanding 's tu rtle s; Easte rn Box Tu rtle  (Spe cia l Conce rn)).

Habitat Enhancement
•  Im ple m e nt and e xpand na tu ra l re sou rce  prote ctions for ke y spe cie s/h a b ita ts
•  Inve stig a te  opportu nitie s to im ple m e nt riparia n/stre a m b a nk or we tland cre a tion and e xpansion; 
   e nh a nce  b u ffe rs and cre a te  conne ctivity.
•  Constru ct a b e rm  syste m  b e twe e n th e  g olf cou rse  and day-u se  are a  to cre a te  provide  pollina tor
    h a b ita t a nd visu a l/fu nctiona l se para tion.
•  De ve lop an invasive  spe cie s m ana g e m e nt prog ra m  to e sta b lish  a m ore  proactive  approach .
•  Im ple m e nt h a b ita t e nh a nce m e nt opportu nitie s (e .g ., g rassland m ana g e m e nt, b ird h a b ita t) on
    form e r a g ricu ltu ra l la nds.

Cultural Resources
•  De ve lop an inte rpre ta tion prog ra m  th a t te lls th e  story of th e  park’s e sta b lish m e nt and th e  
   sig nificance  of its de sig n.
•  De ve lop an annota te d b ib liog raph y with  orig ina l de sig n docu m e nts for h istorica l e le m e nts a t th e  park.
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Operations, Infrastructure and Facilities 
Circulation System
•  P la n and im ple m e nt tra ffic ca lm ing  m e a su re s a t th e  park.
•  De ve lop a com pre h e nsive , parkwide  plan to im prove  sig na g e , wayfinding , tra ffic, tra ils and 
   inte rpre ta tive  sig na g e .
•  Im prove  acce ssib ility to park and park e ntrance s with  a plan for cle a r sig na g e , planting s, and 
   arriva l e xpe rie nce .

Management and Operations
•  De ve lop a plan for m ana g e m e nt, ope ra tions and na tu ra l re sou rce  prote ctions a t 
   Fre e dom  Road P rope rty.
•  Cre a te  a  sta ffing  plan th a t a ddre sse s cu rre nt and propose d activity a t th e  park.	
•  Bu ild a ne w park m ana g e r’s h ou se  a t th e  Fre e dom  Road prope rty.
•  Im ple m e nt a m ore  e fficie nt and fu nctiona l m a inte nance  are a .
•  De ve lop online  and downloa da b le  inform a tion on park a m e nitie s, activitie s and re sou rce s, 
   inclu ding  capacity of fa cilitie s.

Utilities
•  Upg rade  u tilitie s parkwide  to provide  re lia b le  se rvice  and accom m oda te  ne w and 
   e xpande d de ve lopm e nt.
•  Upg rade  wa te r su pply syste m s for cu rre nt and fu tu re  park ope ra tions.

Education and Programming
•  De ve lop ne w visitor activity prog ra m s (e .g . introdu ction to activitie s – e .g ., P ickle b a ll, 
   g olf, disc g olf).
•  Enh a nce  e nvironm e nta l e du ca tion and ou tre a ch , inclu ding  pu b licity, prog ra m s, and partne rsh ips, 
   to e ncou ra g e  pe ople  to visit th e  park.
•  De ve lop an inte rpre ta tion prog ra m  th a t te lls th e  story of th e  e sta b lish m e nt of th e  park and its de sig n.
•  De ve lop sig na g e , podcasts, socia l m e dia , and oth e r te ch nolog ie s for se lf-g u ide d e du ca tiona l conte nt.
•  De ve lop a g e ne ra l inform a tion re sou rce  a b ou t th e  park th a t de scrib e s a m e nitie s, re sou rce s, and 
   capacity of facilitie s for org a nizing /planning  e ve nts.
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