
West River Connector Project Update Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 

October 15, 2018  

 

This week, crews are:  

• Waiting for 50-degree temps so that stripping can be finished  

• Installing bollards once striping is complete 

• Hydroseeding and doing final cleanup  

• Working on punch items to close out the project  

 

The ribbon cutting for this project is scheduled for Tuesday, October 23 at 10:30 

am.  All are welcome.  



West River Connector Project Update Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 

October 4, 2018  

 

 

Please note that all signage that is being installed along the West River Trail is 

being done in accordance with the National Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices. Because this project is being funded with federal money, NYS Parks is 

bound to those regulations. Click here for details on the regulations: 

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno_2009r1r2.htm 

 

Additionally, the signage plan for placement can be found in the project plans. A 

copy is available at Grand Island Town Hall.  

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno_2009r1r2.htm


West River Connector Project Update Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 

October 1, 2018  

 

• Paving is almost finished; one more non-rainy day and we will be 

complete. 

• Signage will be erected by the end of the week 

• Bench pads are being formed today 

• Striping will start this week  

• Landscaping is ongoing and should be finished this week (weather 

dependent) 

• Please note that there was no electric run as part of this project so there 

will not be any illuminated signs along the trail. 

 



West River Connector Project Update Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 

 September 25,2018 

 

• Contractor working to finish top course paving by end of this week.  

• Contractor continues to install benches. This will continue into late 

November/early December.  

• Contractor continues to work on landscaping.  

• Project is still anticipated to be complete by late October (except for final 

bench installations.) 



 

West River Connector Project Update  
Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 
September 7, 2018 

 

 

• Top course paving for the new trail is underway. It is expected to take at 
least 3 weeks.  

• Construction of new 10’ bike trail extension complete 

• Construction of new Parking Lot at Oakfield is complete. Will stripe soon.  

• Construction of Big Six Marina Pull-off complete. Will stripe soon.  

• New Signage to start within the next few weeks 

• Park Benches to be installed in the coming weeks through October 

• Anticipate a late October opening 
 



 

 

 

West River Connector Project Update  

Beaver Island State Park to Long Road 

 

As you know, work is underway to build the West River Connector Trail. While 

we fully appreciate that this is the time of year to enjoy all the recreational 

opportunities living on Grand Island provides, it is very important that you do 

not enter the Construction Zone Area which is defined by the entire eight miles 

of the previous West River Parkway and the adjacent greenspace.  

  

Motorized vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians are prohibited from entering the 

area. We currently anticipate a Fall completion but are told that if we can keep 

people from using the new trail, the contractor can complete the work sooner.  

Additionally, any mowing of this greenspace is prohibited which is along the 

parkway and river is part of the construction zone area.  The NYS DOT will be out 

to mow for this summer and once the project is complete, State Parks will 

assume all maintenance duties along the West River Connector Trail. 

  

 

Continued……..  



 Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the West River Connector Trail Project 
 
Q:  Will there be tables, toilets, trash cans, pavilions cottages or commercial buildings built on either 
side of the multi-use path.   
A: As part of this project, there will be no commercial development of any kind. There will be benches 
and perhaps trash cans and tables phased in on either side of the multi-use path for public enjoyment.  
 
 
Q: Will there be parking on West River Rd for people using the trail?  
A: West River Road is owned by the Town of Grand Island and as of right now the Town allows parking 
on both sides of the road.  
 
Q: How often and where will grass be cut when Parks takes over the mowing?  
A: Once the project is complete, State Parks will maintain this area in accordance with commonly used 
practices for maintaining trails throughout the system. There is no set timetable developed yet for a 
scheduled of mowing.  
 
Q:  Will residents still be able to get dock and brush clearing permits as per present procedure?   
A:  State Parks will continue to honor existing dock permits but issuance of new dock and brush permits 
will be suspended during construction period.  
 
Q: Can we still mow the grass between West River Rd and the trail?  
A. Private mowing of grass in public green space will not be permitted. DOT will mow this summer 
during construction. This task will be performed by State Parks after the project is completed. 
Considerations may be made as part of the future maintenance plan.  
 
Q: Will areas be left with uncut grass and where, and how will Parks handle mice infestation where 
grass is uncut?  
A: Parks will deal with any issues related to landscape as they occur.  
 
Q. Will Parks be removing all the trees and vegetation along the water’s edge?  
A. No.  
 
Q: Where exactly will Parks cut brush to create view sheds?  
A: The creation of viewsheds is not part of this project at this time. State Parks will initiate a phased 
program for invasive species removal and selective pruning for viewshed enhancement.  
 
Q: Will car traffic be able to access overlooks this summer, if not where will they park?  
A: There is no parking in overlooks or recreational use of the new trail until the project is complete. 
 
Q: How will duck hunter access, with their boats, duck blinds this Fall?  
A: State Parks has initiated and will continue to develop a permit system that allows hunters access.    
 
Q: Will Park Police enforce 30 mph speed limit on service road and if yes for how long?  
A: As West River Rd. is a town of Grand Island Road, Park Police will assist the Town with enforcement. 
However, during our planning, State Parks had indicated that once the project is complete, Parks is 
willing to assist the Town with speed enforcement measures if necessary.  



  

PROJECT RENDERING 
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