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The Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) is pleased to present 
its Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13 Annual Report.  This report 
highlights ways the NHT secured financial support, 
ranging from small donations to large corporate gifts 
and sponsorships.  We are proud to report on how these 
resources support parks, recreation, cultural, land and 
water conservation and historic preservation purposes 
throughout the State of New York.  

The support of our donors and friends over the year 
proved especially important as the Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), the 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and 
the Department of State (DOS) have been proactive 
in collaborating and identifying new partnerships and 
private support in response to the continuing fiscal 
challenges facing New York State.  Private funding 
through the NHT provided vital support for a variety of 
agency projects and programs.  

The NHT is also pleased to report that administrative 
costs were again held to under three percent of total 
assets held in trust.  Moreover, the NHT does not rely 
directly on donated funds for administrative support.  
Rather, the NHT retains investment income earned 
on these funds.  In cases where the NHT receives a 
larger donation or grant that may be held in trust for 
a longer term, the NHT may invest the funds more 
aggressively with all investment returns, less an agreed 
to management fee, accruing to the benefit of the project 
or program supported by the donation.

This model has consistently ensured that the maximum 
levels of financial resources are focused on benefiting 
public resources in our parks, open spaces and historic 
sites. This report describes ways in which funds were 
raised and administered by the NHT to benefit public 
projects and programs throughout the State during FY 
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At the close of the year the NHT held just over $25 million 
in assets.  During FY 2012-13, the NHT expended 
approximately $10.9 million in support of programs 
and projects throughout the State, while at the same 
time receiving just over $10.2 million from a variety of 
sources including donations, grants, corporate sponsors, 
programs and activities, and other fundraising initiatives.  

2012-13.  None of this would be possible without the 
generosity of the NHT’s supporters.  The NHT gratefully 
acknowledges the individuals, small businesses, 
corporate sponsors and contributors, and foundations 
that generously supported the NHT’s work throughout the 
year.

Piseco Lake
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The Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) was established in 1968 
as a public benefit corporation of the State of New York. The 
NHT is tax exempt pursuant to Section 170 (b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and is a publicly supported 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization.

The NHT’s mission is to receive and administer gifts, grants 
and contributions in support of New York State parks, 
conservation, outdoor recreation, historic preservation 
and waterfront and community revitalization.   The NHT 
accomplishes its mission by accepting donations, raising 
funds, building public/private partnerships, and through 
cooperative programs and projects with its agency partners: 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP), New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Department of 
State (DOS). The NHT ensures the safekeeping of funds held 
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in trust and invests such funds prudently and in a manner 
consistent with the designated gift, grant, program and/or 
project.

Background and Mission

Minnewaska State Park Preserve

Piseco Lake
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The NHT is governed by a Board of Directors comprised of the Commissioner of the OPRHP, the 
Commissioner of the DEC, the Secretary of State, and the Chair of the State Council of Parks, 

a statewide advisory board that provides guidance and makes recommendations on matters 
affecting parks, recreation and historic preservation.

Joe Martens
Commissioner, Department of 
Environmental Conservation
From 1998 until 2011, Commissioner Martens served as 
President of the Open Space Institute, directing and overseeing 
land acquisition, sustainable development, historic preservation 
and farmland protection. Previously, Commissioner Martens 
served as Deputy Secretary to the Governor for Energy and the 
Environment from 1992-94 and before that Assistant Secretary 
from 1990-92. His experience includes serving as the Chair of 
the Olympic Regional Development Authority and Chair of the 
Adirondack Lake Survey Corporation. Commissioner Martens 
studied Resource Economics at the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst and received an M.S. in Resource Management from the 
State University of New York, College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry at Syracuse University.

Cesar A. Perales 
Secretary of State, Department of State  
Secretary Perales has spent more than four decades as a dedicated 
public servant, including serving as Assistant Secretary at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services during the administration 
of President Jimmy Carter, as Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Social Services under Governor Mario M. Cuomo, 
and as Deputy Mayor of New York City under Mayor David Dinkins. 
Secretary Perales is a co-founder of LatinoJustice PRLDEF and 
established the first Brooklyn Legal Services Office. Secretary Perales 
earned his B.A. from City College of New York and a J.D. from 
Fordham Law School. Among other distinctions, he is the recipient of 
an Honorary Doctorate from Lehman College, the Thurgood Marshall 
Award from Seton Hall University Law School, the Dean’s Medal 
from the Fordham University School of Law, and the 2009 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Hispanic National Bar Association.

Rose Harvey, Chair, 
Natural Heritage Trust
Commissioner, Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Prior to her appointment as Commissioner in 2011, Ms. 
Harvey held multiple leadership positions with The Trust for 
Public Land where she oversaw all real estate acquisitions, 
urban park design and developments and managed 
the finances of a $20 million annual operating budget. 
Commissioner Harvey also served as senior fellow at the 
Jonathan Rose Companies and a McCluskey Fellow and 
Lecturer at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies.  She serves on the Board of the Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation and the Yale Leadership Advisory Council.  
Commissioner Harvey received her B.A. from Colorado 
College in 1977 and M.E.S. at the Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies in 1984. 

Lucy R. Waletzky, M.D.
Chair, State Council of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Dr. Waletzky has been Chair of the Taconic Region Parks 
Commission since 2004 and Chair of the State Council of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation since March 
2007, and has been involved over the years with numerous 
committees and organizations related to natural preservation 
and conservation. In 2003, working to preserve the Northeast 
corner of the Rockefeller State Park Preserve she donated 84 
acres to New York State and 10 acres to Westchester County. 
Dr. Waletzky received the Governor’s Parks and Preservation 
Award in 2004 and both the State Council of Parks 
Commission Chair Award and Friends of Westchester County 
Parks Best Friend Award in 2006.

The Board of Directors

Thompson’s Lake State Park
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Hurricane Sandy
New York State experienced widespread and devastating impacts from Super Storm Sandy which made landfall on 
October 29, 2012. Overall, Sandy cost the State $32 billion in damage and loss.  The State sustained significant 
environmental damage and shorelines were particularly hard hit.
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Impact and Response

Ribbon Cutting and Opening of Robert Moses State Park, Memorial Day Weekend, May 29, 2013
During these challenging times, the support of donors and volunteers is most appreciated both in helping our state parks, as 
well as our natural landscapes, and the NHT stands ready to help.  As an example the NHT collaborated with DEC’s Urban 
Forestry program to accept donations and help the City of Long Beach replant areas hit by Sandy.  Volunteers from Starbucks, 
Viacom, and The Home Depot came to help out the City by planting, landscaping, mulching, and watering donated trees, 
shrubs, and flowers. 

More than 50 state parks were 
affected by the storm. Damage 
estimates for the parks on Long 
Island, New York City and the Hudson 
Valley exceeded $100 million. Several 
of Long Island’s parks remained 
closed weeks after the storm, and 
Jones Beach and Robert Moses State 
Parks, among the most popular in the 
park system, were severely damaged. 
Impacts include significant beach 
and dune erosion, undermining of 
park roadways and parking areas; 
heavy damage to boardwalks; 
disrupted utilities, including power, 
water and sewer lines; and wind and 
flooding damage to numerous park 
buildings.

Rebuilding and restoring the damage to our state parks and natural resources will take significant time and funding. Clean up 
and repair efforts are still underway, and fortunately, a significant portion of the repair costs are eligible for funding from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

  



a portion of the purchase price to the NHT to establish a 
permanent stewardship endowment for the properties.  The 
first of these land acquisitions has closed and the NHT 
expects to receive initial funding early in FY 2013-14.

Highlights from 2012-13:
Mount Loretto

•  The endowment for Mount Loretto was originally 
funded in 1999 at $1.5 million through a gift 

agreement between the NHT, Trust for Public Land 
(TPL) and DEC to support projects and programs at 
the 194-acre property overlooking Raritan Bay along 
Staten Island’s south shore.

•  The NHT and DEC are currently working on a multi-
year spending plan utilizing investment earnings on the 
endowment which is now valued at $2.4 million.

For over four decades, the NHT has collaborated with 
OPRHP, DEC and DOS to identify sources of private 
investment to supplement state support for our natural, 
recreational, and historic resources. Millions of 
private dollars have been secured to support cultural 
and recreational programming, capital projects and 
improvements, environmental and outdoor education, 
natural resource protection and restoration, and historic 
preservation throughout the state. The NHT is dedicated 
to building and sustaining relationships with private 
supporters to protect and enhance these important 
programs and projects.

Endowment Support
The NHT manages $6.8 million in separate long term 
investment/endowment accounts.  These funds are invested 
in a manner to meet the goal of providing an ongoing 
source of annual income while keeping pace with inflation.  
The endowments are invested with a target of 60 percent 
equity funds and 40 percent fixed income.  Earnings from 
these accounts support restricted projects and programs.

At present, the NHT is actively expanding its endowment 
administration.  Over the past two years, OPRHP has 
committed to a series of land purchases from the Open 
Space Institute (OSI) and the Nature Conservancy (TNC) at 
and around Minnewaska State Park Preserve.  As part of 
the purchase agreements OSI and TNC will agree to donate 
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Private Support for Projects, 
Programming, and Capital Investments

Minnewaska State Park Preserve



On October 17, 2012, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
announced the opening of Franklin D. Roosevelt Four 
Freedoms Park, 
a new State 
Park located 
on Roosevelt 
Island in the 
East River. Four 
Freedoms Park 
is a tribute to 
the life and work 
of President 
Roosevelt, a 
former governor of New York State who led the nation 
through a tumultuous period in American and world 
history. The Park opened to the public on October 24. 

The park derives its name from a January 6, 1941 
speech delivered by President Roosevelt, in which 
he described his vision for a world founded on four 
essential human freedoms: freedom of speech and 
expression, freedom of worship, freedom from want, 
and freedom from fear. 
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The Park had 
been decades 
in the making. 
More than 
30 years 
after its initial 
announcement 
in 1973, former 
Ambassador 
to the United 
Nations 
William vanden 
Heuvel and 

the Four Freedoms Park Conservancy spearheaded 
a philanthropic effort to revive the park, enabling 
construction to begin in 2010. The cost of 
construction was raised from a variety of sources, 
including government funds and over $10 
million generously contributed by the Alphawood 
Foundation, Chicago.  In 2010, the Alphawood 
Foundation granted $2 million to the NHT to 
support an endowment dedicated to the ongoing 
management and operation of the park. 
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The endowment is currently valued at 
$2.5 million with $100,000 distributed 
annually to Four Freedoms Park Conser-
vancy to support park operations.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park

Emma Treadwell Thacher Nature Center 

•  The Nature Center, located at Thompson’s Lake 
State Park, opened in 2001 and was supported by a 
$750,000 donation by Fred and Martha Schroeder 

Endowment Support

Emma Treadwell Thacher Nature Center 

with $350,000 designated for an endowment 
managed by the NHT.  

•  The endowment currently holds almost $508,000 
and supports programming at the Center.
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Foundation Support
During FY 2012-13 the NHT received over $1 million 
in support from a variety of foundations, trusts and 
not-for-profit organizations. In some instances, the NHT 
receives annual distributions from entities with funding 
dedicated for the benefit of specific parks and facilities.  
In other cases, the NHT has been awarded foundation 
grants in support of specific programs and/or projects.  

The NHT is proud to report on the following examples 
of foundation supported work and will continue this 
work, as well as seeking to take on new initiatives, with 
increased foundation support.

Rockefeller State Park Preserve

•  The Rockefeller State Park Preserve Conservancy 
is a private foundation co-funded by Dr. Lucy R. 
Waletzky, Chair, SCOP, and David Rockefeller, Sr.

•  In 2012-13, the Conservancy’s annual grant to 
the NHT totaled $30,000 to support carriage trail 
maintenance in the Preserve.

Robert G. Wehle State Park
•  The Robert G. Wehle Charitable Trust was 
created to fund capital infrastructure and long-term 

upkeep of the park located on Lake Ontario in the 
Thousand Island region.

•  The Trust distributed $135,000 to the NHT in 
FY 2012-13 to support ongoing operational needs 
and special maintenance projects
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Foundation Support

Rockefeller State Park Preserve
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Bayard Cutting Arboretum
•  During FY 2012-13, the NHT received distributions 
totaling $600,000 (including $100,000 dedicated 
to a capital reserve account) from the Bayard Cutting 

Arboretum Trust, 
which oversees 
the endowment 
in memory of the 
William Bayard 
Cutting family.

•  This year the 
funds supported 
restoration of the 

Annex (closed since 1912), the Royce Rhododendron 
Collection, the Woodland Garden and the Holly Walk.  
The funds also supported transplanting specimen 
trees, planting new trees, the summer concert series, 
design and publishing of a new brochure, and website 
redesign.

Battle Flag Preservation
•  For the third year, the NHT was awarded a grant from 
the Coby Foundation dedicated to the conservation of 
New York’s Civil War battle flag collection.

•  The $17,000 in grant funds will be used for graphic 
design and printing, exhibit construction, and educational 
programming related to the Battle Flag Preservation 
Project’s 2013 exhibition, “1863: Loyal till Death.”

  

Major Gifts and Sponsorships
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Roberto Clemente State Park
Roberto Clemente State Park is a 25-acre waterfront 
park located along the Harlem River in the Bronx, NYC. 
The park offers a variety of recreational and cultural 
activities year-round for children, youth, adults, 

senior citizens and the physically challenged. The 
facilities include a multi-purpose recreation building, 
an Olympic-size pool complex, ball fields, basketball 
courts, picinic areas, playgrounds and a waterfront 
promenade. 

The park opened in 1973 and is named after baseball 
player Roberto Clemente, the first Latino-American 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. As OPRHP 

Foundation Support

New York’s Civil War battle flag collection

plans for the park’s 40th anniversary, much has been 
done to revitalize the park.  The NHT has been awarded 
two foundation grants which will assist in these efforts.

•  The MetLife Foundation awarded the NHT a 
$75,000 grant towards the redevelopment of the 
main playground in the park.

•  The Baseball Tomorrow Fund, a joint initiative 
between Major League Baseball and the Major 
League Baseball Players Association, awarded 
$100,000 toward the renovation of the park’s 
baseball field.

Rockefeller State Park Preserve
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During FY 2012-13 the NHT received over $2.5 million 
in private gifts, grants and corporate sponsorships in 
support of a wide range of capital infrastructure and 
parks programming.  In some cases a large individual 
donation may support a specific capital project; while 
in others corporate sponsorships support a weekend of 
programming in a popular state park.  The following is 
but a handful of examples of major support.

Canopus Lake Beach Revitalization

•  During FY 2012-13 the NHT received a $400,000 
contribution from long-time supporter and Chair 
of the SCOP, Dr. Lucy Waletzky in support of 

revitalization 
projects at 
Canopus 
Lake Beach 
in Fahnestock 
Memorial State 
Park.  

•  These funds 
are being used 

to support the first phase of renovations that will help 
improve and update run-down public facilities at 
the park’s swimming beach and “Winter Park” area 
including the café space, ski and snowshoe rental 
area and comfort stations. 
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•  The NHT and OPRHP have partnered with the 
Alliance for New York State Parks (an initiative of 
the Open Space Institute) to raise $1.2 million for 
the project.  To date $825,000 has been secured, 
including a $400,000 grant through the State’s 
Environmental Protection Fund (EPF).

Black Diamond Trail
•  The Black Diamond Trail (BDT) is a planned trail 
that will connect the City of Ithaca and four state parks: 
Taughannock Falls, Alan Treman Marina, Buttermilk 
Falls and Robert Treman.

•  The NHT received a $231,000 bequest from the 
family of Allan Treman which, in conjunction with 
New York Works funding, supports construction of two 
bridges along the BDT.

Major Gifts and Sponsorships

Clarence Fahnestock Memorial Park



Five Rivers Guided School Program Building
•  A dedication ceremony for the new Wendy Repass 
Suozzo Guided School Program education building 
was held on Saturday, September 15, 2012 at the 
center’s annual fall festival.

•  A cooperative venture between the Friends of Five 
Rivers and 
DEC, the 
2,300 square 
foot structure 
will house the 
Friends of Five 
Rivers’ popular 
Guided School 
Program 
(GSP), which was made possible through a $500,000 
memorial donation to the NHT by the Repass family.

•  Approximately 4,000 students go through the 
program each year, reaching more than 200,000 
students since the program’s inception in 1978. 

Taughannock Falls Concert Series
•  The annual summer concert series at Taughannock 
Falls State Park in Trumansburg highlighted the Finger 
Lakes region’s local talent, and entertained over 
18,000 visitors. 

•  This year’s sponsors included Tompkins Trust 
Company and Tompkins Insurance Agencies.

Natural Heritage Trust 10

Major Gifts and Sponsorships

In Memoriam – Betty and Wilbur Davis State Park
Betty and Wilbur Davis enjoyed and maintained 190 
acres of land in the town of Westford, which they 
shared with family and friends who frequently hunted 
and fished the property. They donated this land to the 
State of New York in 2001, for the establishment of the 
Betty and Wilbur Davis State Park.

In addition to the park land, the couple donated over 
$2 million to the NHT. Their donations supported the 
initial development of the park and continue to support 
ongoing operation and maintenance.  The most 
recent additions include a playground, comfort station 
facilities and pavilion.  The initial phase of construction 
included six full service cottages set on 200-acres 
of hardwood forests which continue to be a popular 
choice for visitors and families.

The NHT and OPRHP pay tribute to Betty and Wilbur Davis.  Betty 
passed away on November 14, 2012 at the age of 96.  Wilbur 
passed away on March 19, 2013, at the age of 101.  The Davis’ 
have named the NHT as beneficiary of their estate. The NHT 
expresses humble appreciation and sincerest gratitude for Betty 
and Wilbur’s generosity, and for their enduring support over the 
years.

 

Beach Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union Air Show
The 2012 Bethpage Federal Credit Union Beach Air 
Show was headlined by both the United States Navy 
Blue Angels and the Canadian Snowbirds.  The 
annual air show, held on Memorial Day weekend, 
was attended by almost 400,000 patrons.  The US 
Army Golden Knights parachute jump team, F/A-18 
Super Hornet, C-130, and F-22 Raptor rounded out 
the military performers, and a number of civilian acts 
entertained the crowd throughout the weekend.

The air show is made possible through contributions to 
the NHT from corporate sponsors, as well as from the sale 
of hospitality tickets.  Over $160,000 was raised through 
the generosity of corporate sponsors, such as title sponsor 
Bethpage Credit Union, Volkswagen, Oracle, Verizon, 
Neutrogena, the Air National Guard and 7-11.  These 
funds were used to help support expenses related to the 
show, and as a result, no fee was charged to the public 
for admission beyond OPRHP’s standard per vehicle park 
entrance fee.



Hyde Hall State Historic Site, located on the shores of 
Otsego Lake. 

•  During FY 2012-13, the NHT has continued its 
partnership with Hyde Hall, Inc. to accept certain 
donations on its behalf to further fundraising efforts for 
the historic site.

   
Montauk Downs State Park Golf Course 
Renovation

•  The NHT partners 
with The Friends of 
Montauk Downs 
Incorporated to 
administer funds 
in support of 
restoration of the 
Robert Trent Jones golf course at Montauk Downs 
State Park.  

•  The Friends’ major fundraising inititiatives include 
an annual gala and seasonal golf tournaments, as 
well as contributions from numerous corporate and 
individual donors.

Friends of East River State Park
•  The NHT entered into a partnership with the newly 
formed Friends of East River State Park, whereby the 
NHT serves as a fiscal agent and hold funds raised by 
the Friends.

•  In conjunction with “I Love My Park Day” the group 
held a flag ceremony with local community leaders 
at the park which serves the Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint neighborhoods of Brooklyn.

 

As part of its overall mission, the NHT builds and 
maintains partnerships with a variety of Friends groups.  
The NHT collaborates with these groups in a number of 
ways – in some cases acting as a fiscal agent, and in 
some situations the NHT receives funds raised by the 
Friends in order to support a specific park or site.  The 
NHT welcomes the support of all Friends groups and 
stands ready to partner with Friends in a myriad of 
ways.  The examples of NHT’s partnerships with Friends 
provided here is just a small sampling of these valuable 
and productive relationships.

Minna Anthony Common Nature Center 
•  The nature center 
provides educational 
and recreational 
programs for all ages, 
and is one of the main 
attractions of Wellesley 
Island State Park.   

•  The NHT provides administrative support for the 
nature center funded, in part, through contributions 
from the Friends of Minna Anthony Common Nature 
Center.

Hyde Hall Historic Site
•  Hyde Hall, Inc., 
in collaboration 
with OPRHP, 
operates, maintains 
and supports 

Natural Heritage Trust11

Friends’ Support and Partnerships

East River State Park



 

Niagara Falls Special Events
•  During FY 2012-13, donations and other revenue 
were used to support a variety of events and cultural 
programming, including the hiring of historic 

interpreters 
sponsored 
by Niagara 
Falls Theater 
Venture.

•  The NHT 
also provided 
assistance 
to OPRHP 
during 

preparations for aerialist Nik Wallenda’s tightrope walk 
across the Falls.

 Long Island 
Summer and 
Winter Run 
Series
•  The Long 
Island State Parks 
Summer Run 
series, the largest 
running series on 

Long Island, is held seven consecutive weeks during 
the summer at a different park each week.

•  The NHT raises funds through participant registration 
and event sponsorships which are then used to fund 
both the summer and winter series, as well as other 
recreational programs throughout the region.

Genesee Recreational Programs and Events
•  Funds raised through the NHT supported events 
throughout the Genesee region, including summer 
and fall concerts at Lakeside Beach, Hamlin Beach, 

and Darien Lakes 
State Parks, as well 
as Hamlin Beach’s 
Earth Day and 
Darien Lakes’ “Kid’s 
Day”.  

•  At Letchworth 
State Park, funds 
supported a concert 

series, as well as the Arts and Crafts Show, The Stone 
Tool Technology Show and “Fire on the Genesee” Civil 
War encampment and re-enactment. 

  
The NHT provides support to its state agency partners 
by accepting grants, donations, program income and 
other funds to help further agency goals and initiatives. 
Funds received and administered by the NHT enhance 
the agencies’ abilities to carry out their respective 
missions by supplementing scarce state resources. These 
cooperative relationships allow NHT to provide fiscal 
and administrative assistance and achieve efficiency that 
often cannot be achieved by other organizations.

Recreational and 
Cultural Programming

Riverbank State Park
•  Donations, fundraising revenue, activity registration 
fees and a $10,000 sponsorship by Coca Cola were 
used to support youth programming and activities at 
Riverbank State Park.

•  Activities include athletic teams in ice hockey, 
football, swimming, cheerleading, baseball and 
basketball, as well as support for community and 
cultural events. 

Lorenzo State Historic Site
•  Lorenzo State 
Historic Site, 
overlooking 
Cazenovia 
Lake, is host to 
many events 
and activities 
throughout the 
year.

•  Program support is provided through the NHT 
covering events ranging from Christmas at Lorenzo to 
the Rippleton Schoolhouse Immersion Program.

Natural Heritage Trust 12

Programming and Partnerships



 

DEC Camps
•  DEC runs four environmental education summer 
camps across New York State that connect children 
ages 11 through 17 to their natural surroundings, 
instilling a life-long appreciation of nature.

•  For the past four years, the NHT has received 
donations to help under-served children attend DEC 
camps. In addition, each year two teens are chosen to 
receive a special camp scholarship in memory of Emily 
Timbrook.

Moreau Lake State Park Nature Center
•  The NHT 
supported 
programming and 
new displays at the 
nature center which 
typically welcomes 
dozens of school 
field trips each year.

•  Funds in support of the park and nature center were 
raised through donations, environmental education 
program income and other local initiatives. 

Taconic Outdoor Education Center
•  The Taconic Outdoor Education Center, located 
in Fahnestock State Park, provides year-round 
environmental education, outdoor recreation and 
opportunities for team building.

Natural Heritage Trust

Environmental and Outdoor Education

13

Camp Colby, DEC

•  The Center and 
programming, such as 
rope courses, maple 
sugaring and retreats, 
are partly funded by 
foundation, corporate 
and individual donations 
through the NHT.

Green Lakes Environmental Field Days
•  The Taconic Outdoor Education Center, located 
in Fahnestock State Park, provides year-round 
environmental education, outdoor recreation and 
opportunities for team building.

•  The Center and programming, such as rope courses, 
maple sugaring and retreats, are partly funded by 
foundation, corporate and individual donations through 
the NHT.

Allegany State Park 
Environmental Education

•  With 65,000 acres of 
wilderness and nearly 
1.3 million visitors a year, 
Allegany State Park is a 
year round playground 
for campers and day users from Western New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and beyond.

•  The NHT receives donations through and in support 
of interpretive programs at Allegany State Park, 
including the Junior and Senior Naturalist Program, 
Girls Day and the Naturalist Bookstore.
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Agency Initiatives

Invasive Species Management
•  Invasive species are one of the primary threats to 
our native biological diversity, second only to habitat 
loss.

•  During FY 2012-13, the NHT continued its 
partnership with OPRHP to further invasive species 
management, by receiving grant funds to support 
related staff and program costs.

Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOA) 
•  The BOA program,helps identify and administer 
previously industrial or commercial properties 
that are unusable do to their prior pollution/
contamination (i.e., Brownfields). The BOA 
is administered through DOS, providing a 
neighborhood approach to brownfield assessment 
and redevelopment, as well as a flexible framework 
for participants to generate revitalization strategies 
through a locally-driven process.   

•  NHT project staff administer and oversee BOA 
projects located in New York City, Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, lower Hudson Valley and in the 
major upstate cities of Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse 
and Oswego. 

Coastal Consistency
•  The NHT provides staff assistance to DOS in 
performing project reviews (“Consistency”) for the 
State’s Coastal Management Program.

•  NHT staff review applicant proposals for energy 
and large utility projects, communicate with 
applicants, provide recommendations on whether 
proposals are consistent with the program, and 
help develop and implement recommendations to 
improve Program efficiency.

Ocean and Great Lakes
•  The NHT provides administrative assistance to 
OPRHP and DEC in 
the implementation 
of the Ocean and 
Great Lakes Program, 
by providing project 
staff who work to 
further broad-based 
ecosystem-based 
management (EBM) 
in the ocean and Great 
Lakes watersheds. 

•  EBM has four primary goals which are focused 
on: 1) biodiversity and habitat connectivity through 
targeted land acquisition and conservation; 
2) ecosystem, watershed and biodiversity 
conservation; 3) patron EBM awareness; and 4) EBM 
policy and management. 

Master Park Planning
•  Since 2008, the NHT has provided support for 
the OPRHP Master Planning Initiative through a 
combination of public, foundation and gift funds 
to provide staffing assistance and to administer 
contracts in support of master plan development and 
implementation.  

•  This partnership has allowed for the creation of 
several dynamic master plans throughout the state 
park system that guide development, programming 
and park operations in a manner that protects natural 
and cultural resources.

Grafton Lakes State Park



The Historic Hudson-Hoosic Rivers 
Partnership 

•  The Historic Hudson-Hoosic Rivers Partnership 
was established to comprehensively support regional 
efforts through an innovative and voluntary framework 
of public and private groups, including local and state 
government.

•  During FY 2012-13 the NHT continued to work 
collaboratively with the Partnership, acting as a fiscal 
agent and contract administrator on grants received in 
support of the Partnership’s work.

St. Lawrence Habitat 
•  As part of the New York Power Authority’s (NYPA) 
relicensing of its St. Lawrence-FDR Power Project 

hydroelectric 
facility, NYPA 
and DEC 
entered into 
a settlement 
agreement 
whereby 
NYPA agreed 
to provide 
funding for 

certain habitat 
improvement projects, improvements to the Wilson 
Hill Wildlife Management Area, and various public 
access projects.  

•  The project funds are paid by NYPA to the NHT, 
and since 2010 the operation, management, and 
maintenance of the projects has been overseen by 
DEC and NHT project staff associated with the St. 
Lawrence Habitat Project.  

Natural Heritage Trust15

Partnerships and Project Collaborations

Niagara Falls State Park

Blandings Turtle



Niagara River Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Improvement 

•  In March 2010 the NHT entered into a cooperative 
agreement with DEC and the New York Power Authority 
(NYPA) through which the NHT provides administrative 
and fiscal assistance to the Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Improvement Program in the Niagara River Corridor. 

•  Under this cooperative program DEC collaborates 
with NYPA and other member agencies and 
organizations of the Ecological Standing Committee 
to implement eight habitat improvement projects 
(HIPs) in the Corridor and make funding decisions 
on future HIPs under the Habitat Enhancement and 
Restoration Fund.

Niagara River Greenway Commission 
•  The NHT acts as fiscal agent for and provides 
administrative support to the Niagara River 
Greenway Commission which was created to 
develop and implement the Niagara River Greenway 
Plan incorporating the parks, conservation and 
ecologically significant areas of the Greenway into a 
cohesive, accessible space.

•  As part of the overall effort in the Greenway, 
Niagara Falls State Park benefited during the past 
two years from $25 million in capital improvements 
funded through NYPA.

Natural Heritage Trust 16

Partnerships and Project Collaborations

Niagara Falls State Park

Niagara River Greenway, Leuchner East River 
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Financial Highlights

Condensed Statements of Activities	
(For year ended March 31, 2013)	
	
	
Revenues, Gains and Other Support	
	
Grants and Contracts	  $3,367,000 
Gifts and Private Grants	  $2,290,000 
Investment and Administrative Income	  $2,381,000 
Activity Program Income	  $1,316,000 
Mitigation and Environmental Benefit Fund	  $509,000 
Sponsorship Support	  $270,000 
Other	  $79,000 

Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support	  $10,212,000 

	
Expenses	
	
Program Support 	  $5,120,000 
Activity and Event Support	  $1,548,000 
Gift Reassignment	  $1,680,000 
Construction/ Capital Projects	  $1,124,000 
Administrative	  $635,000 
Promotional Materials/Merchandise Resale	  $483,000 
Professional Services	  $309,000 
Other	  $8,000 

Total Expenses	  $10,907,000 
	
Results from Operations	  $(695,000)
	
Net Assets at Beginning of Year	  $21,885,000 
	
PLUS: Fund Balance Used in Current Year	  $238,000 
	
Net Assets at End of Year	  $21,428,000 
	
PLUS: Liabilities-Accounts Receivable	  $2,022,000 
	
PLUS: Remaining Fund Balance	  $1,600,000 
	
Total Assets Held In Trust	  $25,050,000
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Expenses by Source
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Financial Highlights

RevenueS and Expenses
(For year ended March 31, 2013)
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INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS	
(For year ended March 31, 2013)	
	
	
Capital Projects/Reserves	
	

Hallock State Park 	 $4,004,000.00

Main Reserve	 $778,000.00

BCA Trust	 $226,000.00

Davis Park	 $153,000.00

Total Capital Projects	 $5,161,000.00 

	
Endowment/Long Term Investment	 	
	

Four Freedoms	 $2,534,000.00

Mount Loretto	 $2,374,000.00

Main LTI	 $1,312,000.00

Emma Treadwell Thacher	 $508,000.00

Huttleston	 $102,000.00

Total Endowment	 $6,830,000.00

	
Operating

Main Management	 $10,666,000.00

Total Operating	 $10,666,000.00

	

Investment Targets	      
	 Capital Projects	 Endowments	 Operating

Fixed Income	      85%	 40%	 95%

Equities	 15%	 60%	 0%

Cash/Money Market	 0%	 0%	 5%
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W   e are pleased to take this opportunity to publicly 
acknowledge and sincerely thank our many 

donors, partners, and sponsors who contribute to the 
preservation of New York’s natural resources and historic 
treasures. This past year our supporters have given to the 
NHT in a multitude of ways and at a variety of levels. Contri-
butions, both large and small, have enhanced programs and 
projects that directly benefit parks, conservation and historic 
preservation. We deeply appreciate the personal commitment 
and dedication of our generous supporters.  

Ways You can Give
For over 40 years, thousands of individuals and private 
organizations have contributed financial resources that make 
the work of the NHT possible. We realize that many support-
ers are considering how to include philanthropy in meaning-
ful personal financial planning. We are dedicated to assisting 
those who wish to make gifts now and in the future, in ways 
that can contribute powerfully to the mission of the NHT and 
be effective tools for managing your own money. A broad 
range of flexible options and opportunities are available to 
give now, and to plan for future gifts.

Present and Annual Giving
Private support has always been critical to ensuring that the 
many public projects and programs of New York State Parks 
are adequately resourced.  And because of the continuing fis-
cal challenges facing New York State, private funding through 
the NHT has become increasingly important and provides vi-
tal support for a variety of programs.  Your support is needed 
now more than ever.  Also please know that your gift will be 
directed – as per your wishes and instructions – to the park, 
site, facility and/or program of your choice.

Direct Gifts
You can make a one-time or recurring donation online at 
www.naturalheritagetrust.org or mail a check directly to:  
Natural Heritage Trust, 625 Broadway, Albany, New York 
12207.

Memorial and Tribute Gifts
The NHT accepts memorial and tribute gifts to remember 
and honor family members and friends. A memorial gift is 
a meaningful testimony to the life of a beloved person.  The 
NHT also accepts tribute gifts, which celebrate the special 
people, events and milestones in your life. When your me-
morial or tribute gift is received, the NHT will send a person-
alized letter to the person you indicate, notifying them of your 
thoughtful gift.

Employer Matching Gifts
You can double or even triple the impact of your gift if you or 
your spouse’s or partner’s employer participates in a matching 
gift program.  Please check with your employer to find out if this 
is an option, and if documentation is required the NHT will be 
happy to provide you with whatever you need.

Gifts of Stock and Securities 
The NHT accepts stock, bonds, mutual funds, and other 
securities. Donors receive a formal acknowledgment and tax 
substantiation upon receipt of a gift. If you are considering a 
gift of stock or securities please contact the NHT for the transfer 
information.

Planned and Future Giving
Planned Giving provides a variety of opportunities to support 
New York State Parks in a meaningful way as part of your 
estate planning goals.  By leaving a gift to your favorite park 
(through the NHT) you will make an enduring contribution 
to ensure that New York’s natural and historic resources are 
preserved and maintained to be enjoyed by future generations.  

Bequests
By remembering the NHT in your will, you will make a lasting 
contribution. You can designate a specific amount, a percent-
age of your total estate, or a share of the residual amount after 
gifts to your heirs. Your bequest can be designated for general 
purposes or to a specific park, historic site, or program area.

Charitable Remainder Trust
Charitable remainder trusts are popular plans because of the 
flexibility they offer. They are similar to other types of trusts, 
except that the NHT receives the remainder interest. You as-
sign cash or securities and specify how trust income and the 
remainder interest will be distributed.

Charitable Lead Trust
Charitable lead trusts are the reverse of charitable remainder 
trusts in that payments from the trust are given to the NHT for 
a specified term in years. Upon your death or the end of the 
term, the net assets of the trust pass to your family or other 
designees.

Gifts of Life Insurance
When your life insurance policy was originally purchased, you 
likely had a need for the benefits. Perhaps today you don’t 
need the coverage. To contribute your life insurance policy, 
simply name the NHT as its beneficiary or partial beneficiary.

If we can be of assistance to you or your advisors in your 
charitable gift planning, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
And if you’ve made the NHT the beneficiary of your charitable 
planning, please let us know.  We would like very much to 
acknowledge your special gift.
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Our Supporters

Thank you for your support of, your commitment to, and your investment in 
New York State’s parks, open spaces, and natural and historic resources!
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The Natural Heritage Trust gratefully acknowledges the individuals, corporate contributors, sponsors 
and charitable foundations who generously supported parks and conservation this year.

Individual Donors:

$5,000 and above	
Robert Abrams
Judith Stoikov
Dr. Lucy R. Waletzky
	
$2,500-$4,999	
Joseph Bolomey
Dan Calkins
Gerald Capano
Stephen Dannhauser
William Geiss
Steven Glesmer
G. Ronald Hoffman, Esq
Keith Kelly
Joseph P.Ladolcetta
Anthony Lake
Pam Murphy
Steven Napolitano
Patrick O'Brien
Wendy vanden Heuvel 
Dennis Walsh
	
$1,000-$2,499	
Michael Bebon
Pao-Hsiung Chin, Estate of
Dale Choonoolal
Gail M. Connell
Denise Coyle
Robert R. Dyson
Gary Grasso
Stuart & Rhonda Holzer
Christine Kehoe
Karen Langdon
Jackie Meyer
Sally Minard
James & Nora Orphanides
Stephen M. Ross
James H. Simons
David C. Smith
	
$500-$999	
Caroline Batterson
Joseph Braunreuther
Timothy Courtney
Yuki/Jeff Dickson/Kahaya
Frank Eipper
Rosanna Fischer
Marilyn & William Gormley
Oliver Katcher
Karen Legotti
Kenneth A. Lutters
Mark Mancinelli
Lori Mongelli
John P. O'Brien

Elaine L. Plunkett
Richard Quinn
Will Regan
Angela Renfroe
Susan Rossi
Anthony & Maria Sblendorio
Marc Schoen
James Suchan
	
$250-$499	
Gary Abatelli
John Allen
Steven Altman
Ron Antinello
Ron Barnish
Joseph Benevenia
Roy Berger
Paul Brezinski
Allen & Melissa Brinkman
John Brown
Dave Brown
Claudia L. Casavecchia
Anton Fig
Richard Figenbaum
Ken Finger
Diane A. Fudyma
Andrew Gaines
John Gallo
Edward Gorel
Hope Greenberg
Jennifer & Brett Hammond
Aaron & Christina Isaksen
Michael Kelly
John Kernell
Mary Krasnopolski
Glen C. Krug
Eric Landau
Karen Legotte
Seth Levin
Bruce Lifrieri
John Logar
Douglas Maxwell
Annabell Means
Judy Meyers
Gail Meyers
Leonard Miller
Sharon A. Molis
Kevin Nicol
Skip Nolan
Davud Nosanchuk
Alec O'Doherty
Richard Ross
Charlie Saulson
Kevin Schaefer
Alex Schapowal
Steve Schiller
Brad Schneider

Ronald Smith
Anne Templeton
David Tufts
Sean Westley
Michael Yare
Bryan Yates
Steve Zellman

$100-$249	
Barry B. Adams
Neville Burke
Craig & Lynne Clausen
Anais Concepcion
Katrina Cox
Jeanne Dzurenko
Jack Engelhardt
Therese L. Finlay
Sandra S. Freidel
Leonard Genova
Lois Golbeck
James Gold
Frances Gottfried
Colleen Hamilton
Lorraine Ingrilli
Maxine Insera
Yuki Kanaya
Johnson Kathryn
Charlotte G. Kinney
Kathleen Kinsella
George Larsen
Sally Long
John Lovell
Pam Lupinacci
Tom Lyons
Patricia McCarthy
Ivan Moskowitz
Kevin Pluim
Victor & Andrea Ronovech
Joanne Santacroce
Edward Secovnie
Christine Seeholzer
Edward Shafer
Gillian Simon
William Smyers
Carol Synder
Brian Vivkers
Mary Winkel

Corporate Contributors 
& Sponsors:
4 Your Amusement
5 Hour Energy
7-Eleven, Rally Marketing 
Group
Active Network

Air National Guard
All Pro Horticulture, INC
Atlantis Equipment Corporation
Bank of America
Basser Kaufman
Bayview Dock Building Corp
Benhar Office Interiors
Bethpage Federal Credit Union
Bicycle Shows U.S.
Brooklyn Flea, LLC
Calise Partners, Inc
Cayuga Wine Trail
Certilman, Balin, Alder & 
  Hyman, LLP
Coca Cola
Cohen's Children's Hospital
Comprehensive Heath 
  Management 
Condon & Forsyth LLP 
Cross Sound Ferry Services
Daily News
Dunkin Donuts
Dutchgate and Heatherwood
Eisner Amper
Emblem Health Services, LLC
Eye Productions, Inc- Blue  	   	
  Bloods Season 3
F.W. Simms, Inc Mechanical  	
  Contractors
Federal Express
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver 
  & Jacobson LLP
G2 Capital Markets, LLC
Galasso Trucking Inc.
Good Solutions Group
Grimm Building Material Co., Inc
Health & Hospitals Corporation
Healthy Living Market & Café
Hofheimer, Gartlir & Gross
Independent Health Association, 	
   Inc
Insurance Agency Group of 
  New York, LLC
Jacobsen: A Textron Company
John Ray & Sons
Johnson & Johnson Matching 	
  Gift Program
Jones Carroll, Inc
Lacorte Farm & Lawn 
  Equipment, Inc.
Lightstone Real Estate Partners, 	
  LLC`
Long Island Broadcasting, INC 
WHLI AM-WKJY FM
Long Island Volley Ball Inc
Main Brothers Oil Company, Inc
Marra's Pharmacy, Inc.

Contributors, Sponsors & Partners
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The Natural Heritage Trust is deeply grateful to all of our donors whose gifts make the programs and projects supported by the 
NHT possible.  Likewise, the NHT appreciates all those individuals who have participated in fundraisers and other events 
sponsored by the NHT.

We make every effort to ensure our donor list is accurate but mistakes and omissions may occur. If you or your company name 
are missing from this list, please contact us.   

The NHT is fortunate to have such a broad group of dedicated partners. 
Together we have advanced numerous parks, conservation and preservation projects 

throughout New York State. We look forward to working together again in the future.

Matrix Turf Solutions, LLC
Maxwell Turf & Supply
McCarter & English, LLP
Metro Milorgante, Inc
Mid-Atlantic Water Proofing    	
  of New York
National Land Tenure Co. LLC
Neutrogena
New Alliance Softball League Inc
New York Conservation Officer 	
  Association

Newsday
Niagara Falls Theatre Venture
Niagara Gorge Jet Boating
North Shore LIJ Health System
NY811, Inc.
NYC Elite Enterprises Inc.
NYS Lottery
Operation Homefront
Oracle
Paramount Overseas 
  Productions, Inc.

PGA Tour, Inc
Poestenkill Auto Supply Inc.
Power Home Remodeling Group
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Rifenburg Construction, Inc
Rochester Cross Country Ski  	
  Foundation
Smile Design NYC Dental Studio PC
Snapple
Soulcycle Holdings, LLC
State Street/IFS

Stewart's Shops Corp Taconic
The EGC Group Inc
The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Co.
The Hudson River Tractor Co, 	
  LLC
Tri State Turf Services
Verizon
Vidal NY Inc
Volkswagen
Warren W. Fane, Inc
Winfield Solutions, LLC
WNY Catamaran Association

Foundation Support:
Alphawood Foundation
Baseball Tomorrow Fund 
Bayard Cutting Arboretum Trust
John & Margo Catsimatidis 
Foundation Inc.
The Coby Foundation 
Community Foundation for 	 	
  Greater Buffalo
Community Foundation of 	    	
  Western North Carolina Inc
The Durst Organization LP
EMWIGA Foundation
The Holbrook Family Founda-	
  tion/Bank of America, N.A.
Kat Charitable Foundation Inc.
Langdon Family Foundation
Louis P. and Betty A. Iacona 	
  Fund - Rochester Area 
  Community Foundation
Lynford Family Charitable Trust
MetLife Foundation 	
The Neel Foundation
The Pratt-Northam Foundation
Praxair Foundation
The Rudin Foundation, Inc
The David and Nancy Russell 	
  Foundation
Robert G. Wehle Charitable Trust
Rockefeller State Park Preserve 	
  Conservancy
Sackets Harbor Battlefield Alliance

The Melinda & William J. vanden 	
  Heuvel Foundation Inc.
Walter H. Weil Family Foundation
Delores & Clifton Wharton 	   	
  Foundation
Woman’s Sports Foundation, Inc

Non-profits, Friends & 
Government Partners:
The Alliance for New York 	
  State Parks
American Rhododendron Society 
Artpark & Company
Arts Council for Wyoming County
Bayard Cutting Arboretum 
  Horticultural Society, inc.
The Caumsett Foundation
Colerain Elementary PTA
Cornell Cooperative Extension
Division of Housing and 
  Community Renewal
Edgewood Club of Tivoli, Inc
Empire State Society Sons of 
  the American Revolution
Foundation for Long Island 	 	
  State Parks, Inc
Four Freedoms Park Conservancy
Friends of the Bennington Battle 	
  Monument 
Friends of Clermont
Friends of East River State Park
Friends of Five Rivers

Friends of the Forest Preserve Inc,
Friends of Genessee Valley 	 	
  Greenway
Friends of Glimmerglass State Park
Friends of Grafton Lake State Park
Friends of Herkimer Home Site
Friends of John Jay Homestead
Friends of Lorenzo
Friends of Midway State Park
Friends of Mills Mansion
Friends of Minna Anthony 
  Nature Center
Friends of Montauk Downs 
  State Park
Friends of the Nature Center
Friends of Thirty Mile Point 	  	
  Lighthouse 
Grafton Trail Blazers,Inc.
Heritage Garden Club
Hill-Warner Post 414 
  American Legion
Hill-Warner PST
Historic Hudson-Hoosic Rivers 	
  Partnership
Homeless Housing and 
  Assistance Corporation
Housing Trust Fund Corporation
Hyde Hall, Inc
Jones Beach Lifeguard Corp
Metropolitan Transportation 	  	
  Authority
National Park Service

Niagara River Greenway 
  Commission
NYS Council of Parks
NYS Department of 
  Environmental Conservation
NYS Department of State
NYS Military Museum
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 	
  and Historic Preservation
The Olana Partnership
Open Space Institute Inc.
Our Saviors Lutheran School PTO
The Palisades Interstate Park 	
  Commission
Parks & Trails New York 
Sampson Air Force Base 
  Veterans Association, Inc
Sampson Military Museum
Sampson WW2 Navy Vet-	   	
  CR12-376
Sonnenberg, Inc
Sons of Veterans Reserve
South Shore Estuary Reserve
Staten Island Historical Society
The Nature Conservancy
The Trust for Govenor’s Island
The Trust for Public Lands
Vermont Society of Sons of the 	
  American Revolution
Village of Sackets Harbor
Volkssport Club of West Point
Walloomsac Battle Chapter, SAR
Waterford Women’s Club

Contributors, Sponsors & Partners



NHT Administrative Staff

Allen G. Payne 
Executive Director

Alexander J. Roth 
Former Executive Director

Sarah A. Purcell 
Program Manager

Paul J. Laudato 
General Counsel and CFO (Acting)

Michael Caccese 
Accounting Manager

Michelle Phillips-Conlen 
Office Manager

Cinzia Tschantret 
Bookkeeper

Letchworth State Park
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Natural Heritage Trust

Contact Us

Natural Heritage Trust  

Albany, New York 12207
Tel: (518) 474-2997
nht@parks.ny.gov
naturalheritagetrust.org
 

Yes, I would like to support projects and programs of the Natural 
Heritage Trust.  Enclosed, please find my contribution in the amount 
of: 
      $25           $100 	 $50   	       Other ($ ______) 
  
Name:  ________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________ 
 
City:  ____________________ State: _____  Zip: ________
 
Phone:  ________________________________________ 
 
Email:  _________________________________________

  Comments/Designation: 

Please make checks payable to: 
   Natural Heritage Trust 
   
 Mail your contribution, with this form, to: 
    Natural Heritage Trust
    625 Broadway • Albany, New York 12207 
    (518) 474-2997 

Natural Heritage Trust Contribution Form 
 





 625 Broadway • Albany, New York 12207
(518) 474-2997

naturalheritagetrust.org

TRUST
Natural Heritage


