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Revised  GPS Trail Data Export and  Prep for Submission. 

 

This revised   process  was developed for use in a situation where the local sponsor  does not  do any 
further processing of GPS based trail data  and  that  data is for trails located West of I-90   Exit 47 (I-
490),  UTM zone 17T 

This revised process replaces the Delorme export of *.txt files and is both applicable and easier to use  
for trails anywhere in NY.    This takes advantage of software features that were not available when the 
original document was written.   

 

In a nutshell: 

 Trail track data is exported from DeLorme Topo   as a *.gpx type file.     

No further editing is required of *.gpx type data and the *.gpx file is  much easier to load into 
DNRGarmin 

The DNRGarmin projection must be set  for  NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_18N  prior to loading 
the data. 

  The following provides  more detail  on each step but is simple enough that it will not need to be 
referenced often after using a few  times.    
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Exporting Trail Data 

 

 

In Delorme Topo  Click the Draw tab and then the File… button 

• Highlight the trail file,  in this example TC7D645112205,  or as appropriately named for 
your data.   

The Type must be Track.   If it is Draw then use the Copy To > button to copy to a track 

type and rename the track the same as the Draw.    

It is important to have the Count at 1.  That confirms that there is only one object in this file. 

If Count is greater than 1 correct the problem before proceeding.    Using the More button 

may help in identifying and eliminating unwanted objects or in  joining trail parts to become 

one object. 

 

 
 

• Click Export… button. 
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• Select TrailData as the Save in:   or folder where you will save data to prepare for Phase I 

grant submission.   

• Enter File name TC7D645112205 or as appropriate.   

           Following the naming convention: 

First character     T for a trail  

Next C or S or L for Corridor, Secondary, or Local  trail type          here   C 

Next the  trail number                                                                        here   7D 

Next the club ID    or  club abbreviation.                                                                            

here  645 

Last 6 digits are the date this file was prepared   mmddyy            here   112205  (for 

11/22/05) 

 

• Check other fields are correct.     Note the file type is .gpx   
• Click Save 

 

 

There is no need to edit this file as was done in the process for  a text (.txt) file.   It is ready for 

import to DNRGarmin.  

 

 

 

 

Preparing ArcView Shapefile Data 
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Download  DNR Garmin    (free software) 

 

Follow this link: 

DNRGarmin 

 

or paste the following into your browser: 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mis/gis/tools/arcview/extensions/DNRGarmin/DNRGarmin.html 

 

• Page down to the download of      DNRGarmin 5.4.1   (9/22/08)   
 

  It is nearly a 11 MB file so will could be be a long download on a slow connection.     

 

• Go to the folder where DNRGarmin was  down loaded.   Click on  the zipped file  
dnrgarmin44setup  to expand the filed and run the program dnrgarminsetup. 

• Accept defaults.   

The icon    should be now be on the desktop. 
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Using  DNRGarmin,  Shapefile creation. 

Shapefile  data format is in fact a set of three files that are the input to the ArcView GIS 

software.  ArcView is used by most government agencies to manage map and related 

information.   DNRGarmin will do the conversion of the *.gpx  file  to shapefile. 

• Start DNR Garmin.       Click OK  to  messages such as the “port 1 does not exist” or 
“device is not open”. 

• Click the File  tab and Set Projection 

 

• Click the Projection tab  

• Click the ESRI  radio button 

• From the Datums / Projections pull down, select (AD_1983_UTM_Zone_18( as 

shown below.     Ignore POSC Codes.  

•   Note, Trails west of a line about 2 mi. W. of Thruway exit 47 are in Zone_ 17(    

Select the above (AD_1983_UTM_Zone_18( unless your local sponsor or coordinator 

specifically requires you to use 17N.      Doing this creates an 18(- extended zone 

automatically  for trail data that is in UTM zone 17N and maintains compatibility with 

OPRHP’s ArcView conventions.    If  trail data is located partly in Zone 18N and partly  

in  17N it is fine and there is no longer a need to separate them.   

As a further note- Zone labels  18T and 18( are in effect the same ,  the ( being more 

general use.     DeLorme used T and  DNRGarmin uses ( 

Click OK                
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Load in  the Trail Data 

• Click File and Load from and File….     

• Select the file to process. That  is the file that has prepped as described previously. 

 

 

• Select the file type as GPS eXchange Format *.gpx      

 

• Open the file 

• Select Track and hit OK 
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• Click OK ,     You should see a “file was successfully loaded “ message. 

 

• Drag the corner of the window to expand if needed. 

• Click on Track Radio Button if not already selected.

 

 

• Scroll to the bottom  checking the data for abnormalities.        There should be only one 
true in the new_seg column.  
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The next step creates the shapefile data 

 

• Select   File / Save To / File…     as above. 

 

• Save in the folder for Shapefile data if you are following the suggestion of appendix e./ 

• Save as type:  ArcView Shapefile (Projected)(*.shp)  
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• Important!  Click the Line button if not selected and OK 

 

 
 

If you look in the Shapefile folder you will see the three files of the shapefile dataset as below. 

 

 
 

With the addition of the descriptive information (metadata) in the Excel cover file, and required 

Phase I forms,  this completes the data to submit.   
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Data submission Guidelines  

 

You  may wish to supply  a cover file with descriptive  data about the trail GPS data. This 

additional information about data is often referred to as metadata.    For this purpose, Excel 

forms have been prepared to provide a standard form. 

 

• Download  the Excel cover file forms from  the NYSSA  site.  
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com  Log in, Follow the links to Trail Programs  /, GPS 

Program / and / Document Area.  

The file is TrailCover.xls  

• After opening the file in Excel,  do a “Save As”,  naming  the file the same as the trail 
data file and append a M to the name.  

 

Example  for trail data file  TC7D645112205  the cover or metadata file would be named  

TC7D645112205M.   The same for the  waypoint  Excel cover file… just append an M  

to the waypoint data filename.   

 

Completing these cover files should be self explanatory.    Instructions are provided within the 

file. 

Please note that there are additional forms in the Phase I  documentation  to complete and 

include with data submitted.    These forms may require additional information and should 

be reviewed to be sure that information is available at time of submission to OPRHP.        

   

Printing Maps 

 

Printed maps may be required as a reference with submitted data.   

The  HELP / User Guide that DeLorme provides is a useful reference and worth a read through.  

The methods used will depend on the desired print.  Street names appear at Data Zoom levels 

greater than or equal to 13-0   At this zoom it may be difficult to get all the trail area within the 

map  The Print/Photo Zoom may help as well as choosing 2x2 or 3x3 printing 

 

 

 

 


