
H
is

to
ri

c 
P

re
se

rv
a

ti
o

n
P

a
rk

s,
 R

e
cr

e
a

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 S
ta

te
Cl
erm
on
t S
tat
e H
ist
ori
c S
ite

Dr
aft

 M
as

ter
 P

lan
Ma
p p
ro
du
ce
d b
y N
YS
OP
RH
P 
GI
S 
Bu
rea
u, 
Ap
ril 
06
,  2
02
3.

CLERMONT STATE HISTORIC SITE MASTER PLAN
Propose d  Ac tions
Mansion
• Deve lop and  im ple m e nt a c om pre h e nsive  Cond itions Stud y to appropriate ly prote c t and
 prese rve  th e  m ansion.
Historical/Cultural Landscape
• With  Historic  Prese rvation staff, evaluate re m nant h istoric  struc ture s and stabilize se le c te d
  e le m e nts.
• Im ple m e nt a c om pre h e nsive  arc h ae ologic al survey and d e ve lop a report and  se nsitivity
  analysis.
• Deve lop a m anage m e nt/m ainte nanc e  program  for h istoric  land sc ape  e le m e nts.
• Assess th e  fe asibility of provid ing public  ac c e ss to th e  Site 's h old ings along th e
 Hudson Rive r.
• Retrofit Sylvan Cottage as an ac c e ssible , m ulti-use  e d uc ation c e nte r.
• Rebilitate th e inte rior of th e  Re d Barn to ac c om m od ate  th re e -se ason use wh ile  prese rving
  c h arac te r-d e fining e le m e nts.
• Stabilize  th e ic e h ouse and root c e llar struc tures.
• Restore th e Loc ust T re e  allée .
• Im ple m e nt a c om pre h e nsive  plan to stabilize th e Arryl House  Ruins.
Collections
• Deve lop a furnish ing plan th at d oc um e nts obje c ts as th ey e xiste d  h istoric ally.
• Work with  th e  Bure au of Historic  Sites to re -e valuate Cle rm ont’s Colle c tions Polic y.
• Im prove ac c e ss to Cle rm ont’s c olle c tions by d eve loping an online  “Virtual Wing.”
• Evaluate storage c ond itions for obje c t c olle c tions h e ld  in th e  m ansion.
Environmental Stewardship
• Deve lop long-range planning re c om m e nd ations to prote c t th e Site's natural e le m e nts
 from  future im pac ts of c lim ate c h ange .
• Define  and  prioritize  regular invasive  spe c ie s m anage m e nt tasks.
• Prote c t old -growth  tre e s in Cle rm ont’s wood land s and h istoric  landsc ape.
• Evaluate wate r re sourc e s site -wid e  and  d ete rm ine  ac tions for th e ir prote c tion.
• Inc orporate  gre e n infrastruc ture , wh e re  feasible, in retrofits and  new infrastruc utre. 
• Im ple m e nt pollinator support strategies (e.g., re d uc e d  m owing, planting native spe c ie s).
• Partne r with  land owne rs at ad jac e nt prope rties to im prove  h abitat c onne c tivity.
Education, Interpretation and Outreach
• Deve lop program s and e d uc ational c onte nt about th e  e xpe rie nc e  of e nslave d pe ople , 
 ind ige nous c om m unitie s, Palatine s, se rvants, and te nant farm e rs. 
• Cultivate fund ing sourc e s for d eve loping an annual exh ibit for th e m ansion galle ry.
• Update th e  inte rpretation program /plan to d e fine ne w c onte nt goals and  e nsure a c oh e sive
 m essage.
• Stre ngth e n role  of th e  Cle rm ont’s Advisory Com m itte e  to guid e  inte rpretive d e ve lopm e nt.
• Foste r m ore visibility for Cle rm ont and  its program s by inc re asing type and volum e
 of outreac h .
• Revise  and  upd ate  Cle rm ont's Inte rpretative  State m e nt.
• Deve lop inte rpretative c onte nt for th e  Site 's und e rutilize d  re sourc e s.
• Im ple m e nt spe c ial program s about d iffe re nt aspe c ts of th e  Site 's h istory, suc h  as c ivilian
 e xpe rie nc e s d uring th e  Re volutionary War.

Recreation
• Deve lop spe c ial e ve nts th at h igh ligh t equestrian use  as a h istoric  re c re ation ac tivity at th e Site. 
• Deve lop outd oor eve nts to e nc ourage ne w visitorsh ip (e.g., youth  groups, c yc lists).
• Asses th e feasibility of provid ing public  ac c e ss to h old ings along th e  Hudson Rive r sh ore line .
• Create  a ne w pic nic  area ad jac e nt to th e Ic e  Pond.

Trails
• Close  or re -route  unuse d  or we t trail se c tions and  install or replac e trail bridge s and c ulve rts.
• Mak e c onne c tions with  th e  nearby Em pire State T rail by installing, wh e re appropriate, signage, 
 m aps, bic yc le rac k s, and /or pic nic  table s. 
• Deve lop a trail signage plan and  install trailh e ad  k iosk s, trail m ark ing blazes, and signage.
• Deve lop an ac c e ssible  inte rpretive trail ne ar th e  m ansion.
• Im prove th e  e xisting trail syste m  by ad d re ssing areas with  e rosion, wetne ss, or ste e p grad e s.
• Deve lop a trailh e ad and park ing near th e  flagpole .
• Form alize  trail ac c e ss points and  e nc ourage  c onne c tions with  th e  Em pire  State T rail.

Accessibility
• Cond uc t a c om pre h e nsive site  analysis to id e ntify ac c e ssibility issue s with  re c om m e nd ations
 for provid ing unive rsal ac c e ss wh e re feasible .
• Deve lop a study to d ete rm ine  h ow to provid e  th e  m ansion with  ac c e ssible e ntranc e  and
 re stroom s, and  an e le vator for unive rsal ac c e ss to e xh ibits and staff offic e  spac es.
• Create  ac c e ssible  pic nic  fac ilitie s in th e  exisiting pic nic  are a.
• Deve lop an ac c e ssible  trail from  th e Arryl House to th e Site 's north  se c tion with  c onne c tions 
  to k ey points of inte rest.
• Im prove ac c e ss to th e Visitor Ce nte r by provid ing an ac c e ssible  route  from  th e  park ing lot, 
 c le ar signage, and  e ntry im prove m e nts.
Operations, Maintenance and Management
• Upgrad e  th e m ainte nanc e  fac ility.
• Se le c t e ne rgy-effic ie nt e quipm e nt, mate rals, and  low im pac t, gre e n approac h e s for
 Site  m ainte nanc e  and ope rations.
• Deve lop solar powe r at Cle rm ont to offset utility c osts.
• Purc h ase  fue l ge ne rators to provid e  e m e rge nc y bac k up powe r for th e m ansion and
 m ainte nanc e  fac ility.
• Station staff at k ey loc ations on h igh -volum e  d ays to ad d ress FAQs and  ad d ress ongoing
 m ainte nanc e  issue s, suc h  as litte ring.
• Deve lop a plan th at id e ntifie s c urre nt and antic ipate d future  c lim ate  c h ange  im pac ts at 
 Cle rm ont with  strategie s to ad d re ss at-risk  e le m e nts.
• Install a site -wid e  se c urity c am e ra syste m .
• Deve lop a staffing plan to e nsure  th at le ve ls are  suffic ie nt to support planne d  d eve lopm e nt.
• Im prove litte r/d e bris m anage m e nt using new strategie s to e d uc ate  visitors.
• Evaluate th e Site ’s utility infrastruc ture  to e nsure it m e ets c urre nt and future require m e nts.
• Im prove d rainage infrastruc ture to ad d ress wet areas, e rosion, and  d ete riorate d  pave m e nt.
• Upgrad e  th e Site’s Inte rnet/WiFi te c h nology or both  staff and public  use .

Circulation and Parking
• Im prove e xisting park ing are as at th e  m ansion, Sylvan and Cle rm ont Cottages, and th e  Re d Barn.
• Im prove e m e rge nc y ac c e ss by installing a route  from  th e  m ain park ing lot to th e m ansion
 with  firm , stable  m ate rials.
• Im prove ac c e ss to north  se c tion of th e  Site  by re -paving th e c arriage road.
• Re loc ate th e  m ain public  e ntranc e .
• Re d e ve lop th e  visitor park ing lot with  gre e n infrastruc ture, pe d e strian path s, and  c le ar pave m e nt m ark ings.
• Deve lop a park ing area with  gre e n infrastruc ture in th e north  se c tion of th e Site. 
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Re loc ate  e xisting restroom

Establish  form al trailh e ad /park ing area.

Cre ate  new 
pic nic  are a

Close  trail segm e nts 
and c onne c t loop

Exte nd Rive rsid e  T rail on e xisting m owe d path

Aband on trail c onne c tion
Sim plify trail alignm e nts

Close  trail segm e nt

Cre ate  ac c e ssible trail

Re route we t 
trail are as

Re loc ate  visitor e ntranc e .

Re d e ve lop visitor park ing lot 
with  gre e n infrastruc ture . 

De ve lop ne w park ing are a

Install solar powe r syste m  
at th e m ainte nanc e  fac ility.

• Propose d  ac c e ssible  vie wing platform
• Propose d  ac c e ssible  route to Visitor Ce nte r
• Deve lop ac c e ssible walk ing path  from  Arryl House
 ruins to Cle rm ont Cottage .
• Ad d  ac c e ssible pic nic  fac ilities ad jac e nt to th e  Ic e Pond .

Re store  th e h istoric  loc ust alle e .

De ve lop and im ple m e nt a plan to stabilize th e  Arryl 
House  Ruins and assoc iate d h istoric  e le m e nts.

Stabilize  th e Ic e h ouse  
and Root Ce llar.

• Mak e  repairs to th e  Re d Barn and  d e ve lop
 an ad jac e nt area for outd oor e ve nts.
• Build a sm all ad d ition at re ar of th e Re d  Barn to
 inc lud e  a c om fort station and  warm ing k itc h e n to support e ve nts.
• Re h abilitate  th e  barn inte rior to ac c om m odate  seasonal
 exh ibits and  program s.
• Provid e  ac c e ssible park ing, walkways, 
 and e ntranc e  at Cle rm ont Cottage. 
• Re m e d iate inte rior m ild e w/m old at and  install
    appropriate  insulation.

Re h abilitate and re trofit Sylvan Cottage 
as an e d uc ation c e nte r.
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Partnerships and Volunteers
• Create  a paid  position for a volunte e r c oord inator.
• Id e ntify partne rsh ips to h e lp support a range  of proje c ts, inc lud ing e d uc ation, trail m ainte nanc e , 
 invasive  spe c ie s re m oval.
• Deve lop stronge r c onne c tions with  loc al fire  d e partm e nt, EMS, and  polic e .




