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Coastal Assessment Form Addendum: Coastal Policy Discussion

New York State coastal policies are organized under major headings. Those policy areas and
specific policies applicable to the master plan are listed. Following each applicable policy is a brief
discussion on the extent of consistency of the master plan with the policy.
Refer to Chapter 7, Environmental Impacts and Mitigation under Relationship to Other Programs,
for an explanation of general applicability of the coastal program to state agency actions, as well as
OPRHP’s certification of consistency with State coastal policies.
Development Policies

Policy 2 – Facilitate the siting of water dependent uses and facilities on or adjacent to
coastal waters.
The master plan does not propose development of any recreational uses that are directly dependent
on the water. The park does provide important access to the lake for wildlife/ scenic and aesthetic
enjoyments and uses. The plan proposes the development of a new picnic area along the lake shore
and will maintain continued visual access to the lake from existing facilities.
Flooding and Erosion Hazards Policies

Policy 12 – Activities or development in the coastal area will be undertaken so as to
minimize damage to natural resources and property from flooding and erosion by
protecting natural protective features including beaches, dunes, barrier islands and bluffs.
Robert G. Wehle State Park is not located in a Flood Hazard Area as designated on the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (1992). The master plan will be consistent with this policy as it calls for the
protection of the park’s shoreline bluffs and preservation and enhancement of shoreline vegetation.
Public Access Policies

Policy 19 – Protect, maintain and increase the level and types of access to public water
related recreation resources and facilities.
Robert G. Wehle State Park provides significant public access to over three miles of shoreline on
Lake Ontario. The master plan is consistent with this policy because existing public shoreline access
will be maintained and enhanced.
Recreation Policies

Policy 21 – Water-dependent and water-enhanced recreation will be encouraged and
facilitated, and will be given priority over non-water-related uses along the coast.
Robert G. Wehle State Park provides water-enhanced activities along approximately 3 miles of
undeveloped Lake Ontario shoreline. Trails, picnic areas, shoreline fishing and scenic views of the
lake are all activities that can be enjoyed at the park and will be continued under the master plan.
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Historic and Scenic Resources Policies

Policy 23 – Protect, enhance and restore structures, districts, areas or sites that are of
significance in the history, architecture, archaeology or culture of the state, its
communities or the nation.
OPRHP’s Field Services Bureau conducted an interim assessment of structures within the park and
determined that the military components of the park, including the firing range, and infrastructure
related to the Stony Pont firing range such as the watch stations and foundations found in various
locations throughout the property are considered historic features that are eligible for State and
National Historic designation. The master plan proposes that these significant cultural features be
protected and interpreted. Vegetation will be cleared from the firing wall, and berms and the range
will continue to be mowed. The watch stations will be further evaluated and protection, repair or
reconstruction will be conducted as deemed necessary according to OPRHP historic structures
guidelines. Interpretive signage about the park’s military history will be developed. Additional
archeological surveys may be required prior to any development requiring ground disturbance to
insure that potential cultural resources are documented and protected. All of these proposed actions
will protect, restore and interpret these important cultural and historic features found at Robert G.
Wehle State park.

Policy 25 – Protect, restore or enhance natural and man-made resources which are not
identified as being of statewide significance, but which contribute to the overall scenic
quality of the coastal area.
Robert G. Wehle State Park is classified by OPRHP as a Scenic Park in recognition of its significant
scenic value and its contribution to the overall scenic quality of the Lake Ontario shoreline in this
area. The master plan calls for protection of scenic views from both the lake and from the park. No
modifications of natural landforms that could impair scenic quality from either the lake or on-shore
are proposed. The master plan calls for enhancement of visual access to the shoreline of Lake
Ontario at several points along trails. Enhancements to the picnic and viewing areas which are
proposed will take into account appropriate setbacks as well as utilization of appropriate materials
and designs to minimize impacts.
Water and Air Resources Policies

Policy 37 – Best management practices will be utilized to minimize the non-point
discharge of excess nutrients, organics and eroded soils into coastal waters.
Best management practices will include soil erosion control practices and surface drainage control
techniques. No activity currently proposed in the master plan would cause excessive disturbance of
the ground or application of nutrients/fertilizers. Any work related to the Invasive Species
Management Plan for control of Swallowwort and other invasive plant species will ensure that
disturbed areas are appropriately restored with native vegetation and that significant ground
disturbance utilizes practices that conserves soil cover and minimizes erosion. Trails which are
located along the shoreline will be maintained with buffer vegetation which will help control
erosion.
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Wetlands Policies

Policy 44 – Preserve and protect tidal and freshwater wetlands and preserve the benefits
derived from these areas.
No new development is proposed within state or federal wetlands within the park. There are,
however, several trails that cross small federal wetland areas. These sections will be further
evaluated to determine the best means of managing these areas to minimize impacts to these
wetlands (e.g. re-routing around the wetlands or construction of boardwalks).
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