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1.  Name of Property 

historic name    First Church of Christ, Scientist  

other names/site number       Oneida County History Center   

name of related multiple property listing                       N/A 

  Location 

street & number     1608 Genesee Street      not for publication 

city or town      Utica    vicinity 

state      NY code NY county    Oneida  code 065 zip code      13502 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private X building(s) 1  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site  1 structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1 1 Total 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION/religious facility   RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum  
   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/ 

Classical Revival   foundation: Concrete  
  walls: Brick, stone  
    

  roof: EPDM 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)   

Summary Paragraph 

The former First Church of Christ, Scientist (now the Oneida County History Center owned by the Oneida 
County Historical Society) is located at 1608 Genesee Street in the City of Utica in Oneida County, New York.  
The church was designed by Agne, Rushmer & Jennison.  The cornerstone was laid in 1914, and the church 
opened for services in the spring of 1915.   The Classical Revival masonry building is constructed of pressed 
gray brick on a stone and concrete foundation.  The layout and most details of the decorative scheme are 
bilaterally symmetrical on a north–south axis both inside and out. The property also includes a non-contributing 
gable pavilion over a Civil War era cannon on a concrete slab built in 2012.   

The First Church of Christ, Scientist building comprises three main sections: the entrance foyer, the auditorium 
and the rear block.  The entrance foyer encompasses a two-story section containing the foyer to the auditorium 
and staircases in each corner.  The entrance foyer is spanned by a full-height portico supported by four Ionic 
columns.   

A large, two-story high auditorium occupies much of the interior of the slightly articulated square-plan main 
block.  A balcony above the rear fifth of the auditorium is accessed by matching staircases in the south corners 
of the foyer entered from Genesee Street.  The former Sunday school area located below the auditorium is now 
used for object storage and a library. 

The slightly lower rear block extends the exterior symmetry north except for an entrance on the Avery Place 
(east) side that accesses an interior staircase in the northeast corner of the building.  The rear block interior plan 
was partially remodeled in the early 1990s when the pipe organ occupying a two-story area centered behind the 
auditorium platform was removed.  The basement of the rear block houses the heating plant and other 
mechanicals.   

The exterior decorative scheme including the Ionic portico is executed in white terracotta.  The building retains 
its regular fenestration.  All windows use the same decorative motif of an X inside a square, sometimes referred 
to as a Roman square.  In the main block, the motif is laid out in subdued green and yellow stained glass.  In the 
rear block, wood muntins with clear glass repeat the Roman square motif.  The church retains most of its 
original interior decorative scheme with painted wood trim and white mahogany doors with period brass 
hardware throughout.  The bold classical architectural details such as capitals, friezes, and brackets in the 
auditorium are cast stucco.  Brass neoclassical light fixtures with glass shades mainly date to the construction 
period. 

This description adopts the convention that Genesee Street runs east–west, and the front façade faces south. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Description  

The former First Church of Christ, Scientists (now the Oneida County History Center) occupies a prominent lot 
at the northwest corner of Genesee Street and Avery Place in the City of Utica, Oneida County, New York. 

Genesee Street, the city’s main east–west thoroughfare, extends southwesterly from the floodplain of the 
Mohawk River for a half-mile before ascending another half-mile to a wide plateau.  The sloping section 
between the floodplain and Court Street is lined by large commercial buildings interspersed by late nineteenth-
century stone churches and some early twentieth-century civic buildings.  Most of these are masonry structures 
set close together and often adjoining the wide sidewalks.  West of Court Street, Genesee Street bends westerly 
and traverses a broad plateau.   

This area, where the First Church stands, was developed mainly after 1870 as a suburb of the bustling city 
farther east.  Building lots are larger with deeper setbacks featuring open lawns and mature trees.  Sidewalks are 
set back with a header lawn adjoining the street surface.  Houses and mainly two- or three-story apartment 
buildings representing styles popular from the 1860s through the mid-1900s mingle with several large buildings 
constructed by religious and charitable organizations.  In contrast, the residential cross streets in the immediate 
vicinity of the former First Church of Christ generally feature lots with narrower frontages and more densely 
placed houses.  

Avery Place, the cross street bordering the church on the east, extends a single block northwest at right angles to 
Genesee Street.  A large, late-period, Queen Anne-style, two-story brick apartment building – partially tenanted 
– occupies the opposite corner and is addressed 1606 Genesee Street.  Across Genesee, large brick Italianate 
houses on mainly open lawns flank Grant Street and face the First Church across the broad thoroughfare.  A 
lawn fringed by mature Norway Spruce trees marking the property boundary extends west from the Church to a 
two-story, wood-frame, Queen Anne house (1612 Genesee Street).  A slightly smaller gambrel-roofed house 
(1614 Genesee Street) occupies the northeast corner lot at Springate Street, a single-block cross street like 
Avery Place.  

A wide concrete walk extends from the sidewalk on Genesee Street to the wide front steps of the First Church.  
Manicured yew hedges wrap the front (southeast and southwest) corners of the church.  A mature maple tree 
stands on the lawn southeast of the monumental portico.  Smaller ornamental trees and shrubs dot the lawn on 
both sides of the building and extend north on the Avery Place frontage. 

A small pavilion protects a Civil War-era cannon on the lawn west of the church.  A paved driveway enters the 
property from Avery Place behind the building and continues to a large parking lot west of it.  The parking lot 
matches the grade of the basement and is enclosed by a retaining wall paralleling Genesee Street that drops the 
paved area below the sight line from the walk-in front.  

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1914 (contributing building) 

The former First Church of Christ presents a symmetrical front façade to the north side of Genesee Street.  The 
masonry building measures 85 feet 8 inches wide by 103 feet deep.  In addition to the strict symmetry of its 
Classical Revival plan, its trim scheme embodies a traditional hierarchy of scale. 
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The church is composed of three main sections – a two-story entrance foyer fronted by a full-height Ionic 
portico; an articulated square-plan main block housing the auditorium; and a lower two-story rear block that 
once housed the large pipe organ, two reading rooms, and utility spaces.  The pipe organ was removed when the 
building was acquired by Oneida County Historical Society, and some of the rooms were repurposed as offices, 
a lift, and new restrooms.  

The two-story foyer, portico, and main block rest on a high basement veneered in smooth, regular, oblong 
sandstone blocks.  This finish continues on the east side of the lower, two-story rear block facing Avery Place, 
where the basement is fully above grade.  The rear (north) and west walls of the rear block are parged in 
concrete rather than veneered in stone.  A soldiered brick belt course encircles the top edge of the entire 
foundation.  The main block is capped by a cruciform gabled roof with pediments projecting over the portico on 
the front facade, overlooking the lower-roofed rear block, and flush with the sides of the building.  Large and 
elaborate terracotta acanthus acroteria mark the peaks and eave ends of all four pediments.   

Beginning at the front of the building, eight wide concrete steps ascend to the shallow portico supported by four 
monumental Ionic columns matching the main block in height.  The pediment above features a deep frieze 
composed of three rows of white terracotta tiles.  A second panel of larger tiles extends the frieze to the cornice 
trimmed with egg-and-dart and acanthus moldings.  A circular terracotta bas-relief of the cross and crown 
symbol of the Church of Christ, Scientist, is centered in the tympanum.  This is the only symbolic feature in the 
building.   

Three tall, evenly spaced doorways with paired wood doors open from the portico into the foyer that projects 
from the main block.  The terracotta door surrounds encompass stained glass transoms with the Roman square 
design used throughout the building above each entrance.  A shallow blind recess is laid up in brick above each 
doorway; a shallow stained-glass window is stacked above each recess.  At either end of the brick foyer, a 
single window with a double-hung sash fitted with stained glass illuminates the stair landings inside each corner 
of the foyer.  Matching stair landing windows face east and west at the same height.  A blind opening trimmed 
in bricks is laid on the end and terracotta corner blocks are stacked above each of the four stair landing 
openings.  A narrow belt course of three rows of smooth terracotta tiles wraps the ends of the entrance foyer.  A 
cornice pediment above the course matches the design of the main roof cornice at roughly half the scale.  Brick 
parapets above the molding hide the hipped roofs and gutter system of the foyer.  

The plain terracotta tile frieze above the portico is extended as a belt course wrapping the entire main block.  
This includes the two-story hip-roofed blocks that form the corners of the slightly articulated square plan of the 
main block.  These corner sections are capped by brick parapets rising above the terracotta belt course and 
hiding their hipped roofs and drainage.  Their molded terracotta cornices meet the horizontal moldings forming 
the lower edge of the pediments.  On the east and west sides of the building, the belt course passes above the 
terracotta capitals of four brick pilasters that set off three tall, narrow stained-glass windows below the 
pediments above those walls.  The terracotta pedestals of the pilasters rest on the soldiered brick belt course at 
the foundation line.  On the back (north) wall, the pediment rises above the brick wall of the lower two-story 
rear block.  Matching tall narrow stained-glass windows are in the east and west walls of the corner sections to 
make five windows on either side of the auditorium.  

The lower rear block housing offices and utility spaces are generally more simply finished than the main block.  
As on the main block, a belt course of three terracotta tiles marks off the plain brick frieze from the wall below.  
Its scale matches that of the enclosed porch on the front.  Similarly, the acanthus molding edging the eaves and 
the egg-and-dart bed molding, both terracotta, are smaller in scale than those elements on the main block.  The 
entrance from Avery Place is capped by a flat-roofed hood supported by brackets and flanked by plain 
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sandstone pilasters.  A ramp running alongside the rear wall adjoining the rear driveway accesses this entrance.  
All windows in the upper two floors of the rear block retain wood double-hung sash with muntins laid out in 
Roman squares that match the stained-glass design of the main block windows.  On the east wall, three closely 
spaced narrow openings are centered on each floor.  Three wider openings are regularly spaced across the rear 
wall.  Two windows of similar size to the rear openings are placed on the west wall.  All openings have plain 
stone sills. 

Interior 

The building retains most of its original interior plan and decorative finishes.  The main block plan observes a 
strict symmetry along the center axis running from the front (south) to the rear (north) of the building.  Some of 
the interior plan of the rear block was adjusted after the historical society acquisition, ca. 1990.  The interior 
decorative scheme matches the Classical Revival appearance established on the building’s exterior.  This 
includes the wood trim, molded stucco decorative scheme in the auditorium, white mahogany and leatherbound 
doors, original tile floors on the mezzanine, and a nearly full complement of lighting fixtures and doors and 
window hardware.   

The three-story entrance and stair foyer is the same height as the main block with the first story opening onto 
the main floor of the auditorium and the second story opening onto the balcony.  Corner staircases composed of 
three flights and two landings are located at either end of the foyer.  These wrap the exterior walls of the 
building and the wall dividing the foyer and auditorium.  From the main floor, the staircases ascend to the 
balcony and descend to the partially below-grade basement.  Tripled doorways with paired, swinging 
leatherbound doors open from the foyer onto the main floor of the auditorium. 

The auditorium is the largest space in the main block. The unobstructed two-story space fills the main block and 
features a balcony spanning the back (south) wall.  This is accessed from the two-story entrance foyer in the 
enclosed front porch via open staircases in the southeast and southwest corners.  The corner staircases also 
descend to a mezzanine under the auditorium where there were coat rooms and lavatories.  These rooms, now 
turned to other uses, flank a central half-story open stair descending to the Sunday school underneath the 
auditorium.  The Sunday school room is used as the library and archives by the historical society.  The rear 
block provided ancillary space for a large pipe organ, additional lavatories, and meeting rooms; its basement 
housed mechanicals. 

Soon after the church was acquired by Oneida County Historical Society, the sloping floor of the auditorium-
style church was replaced with a level one.  The pews on the main floor and the large pipe organ located north 
of the large open space were removed. 

The auditorium of the former church is a nearly square (slightly more than 60 feet square in each dimension) 
chamber occupying the first floor of the main block and extending the full height of the building.  The plaster 
ceiling and walls and simple wood trim around windows and doors are painted off-white.  The unobstructed 
space features a deeply coved ceiling with a rectangular recess set off by heavy coffers rising from the capitals 
of pilasters on each of the four walls.  The coffers mark the main trusses of the main block roof.  On the side 
walls, the pilasters mark the corners of the window bays that project east and west below the pediments formed 
by the gabled cruciform roof.  On the south wall, the coffers rise from the pilasters flanking the flat-arched 
opening from the stair foyer to the balcony. On the north wall, the pilasters flank the elliptical arch setting off a 
shallow recess extending from the rear of the stage.  The wood screen featuring a Roman lattice behind which 
the organ pipes were located remains.  The arch is flanked by doorways capped by square lintels supported by 
corbels that enter the rear block of the building. 
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The wide balcony spans the rear wall of the auditorium and projects over nearly a quarter of the depth of the 
space.  Two iron rods stabilize the long span of the front edge by suspending the structure from the roof trusses 
marked by the coffers that flank the recessed section of the ceiling above.  The balcony retains its banked floor 
and rows of mahogany pews.  Its front edge is trimmed with a wood Roman lattice.   

The molding scheme in the main block features both wood and stucco components.  Plainly designed door and 
window casings are made of wood with their only embellishment being the extended architraves on the tall 
windows lining the sides of the auditorium.  The capitals of the pilasters and ceiling cornices are molded stucco 
in a variety of classical motifs including reels, egg-and-dart, and acanthus. 

The rear block is entered through interior doors from the main floor of the auditorium and by the exterior door 
on the basement level facing Avery Place.  Stairs in the northeast corner of the building ascend to the main floor 
from the Avery Place entrance.  A half-flight opposite the corner stair descends southwards from the Avery 
Street entrance to the Oneida County History Center library located in the former Sunday school room.  The 
west end of the rear block basement still houses a heating plant.  The large coal room and blower room for the 
organ in the original design are now storage areas and house the base of a lift that accesses all three floors of the 
rear block.   

The rear block corner staircase emerges on the auditorium floor level, where the room divisions and doorways 
are preserved with the historic wood trim scheme, white mahogany doors, and wood window sash with Roman 
square muntin design.  A passage skirts behind the former organ area to an office with a large closet located in 
the northwest corner of the rear block. 

The stairs continue to the second floor of the rear block where there is a large room with a closet in the eastern 
third of the floor plan.  A passage like the one below passes behind where parts of the organ were when the 
building was used for religious purposes.  Two large rooms and a closet are in the northwestern third. 
 
 
 
Pavilion, 2012 (non-contributing structure) 
 
 
Gable roof pavilion built to protect a Civil War era cast iron cannon on a concrete slab to the west of the church 
building.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

 A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

1914 

 

 
Significant Dates 

  

 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Agne, Rushmer & Jennison, architects 

Harry Lancaster, builder 

 

 
 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 
As the building is significant under Criterion C for its Classical Revival design the period of significance is the 
date of construction, 1914.  
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.)  

The former First Church of Christ, Scientists, now the Oneida County History Center is located at 1608 
Genesee Street in the City of Utica, Oneida County, New York.  The building is eligible under Criterion C for 
Architecture as a highly intact and characteristic example of Classical Revival architectural design.  The 
cornerstone was laid in 1914, and the church opened for services in the spring of 1915.   

The First Church was designed by Utica architectural firm Agne, Rushmer & Jennison.  Contractor Harry 
Lancaster oversaw the building’s construction.  The choice of materials and quality of construction indicate 
commitment to the utility, aesthetics, and permanence of the church they built.  The choice of the Classical 
Revival, or Beaux-Arts, style embodies City Beautiful thinking, which espoused classical design as a rational 
expression of Progressive ideals.  By the early 1900s, many Christian Scientist societies adopted classicism, 
mirroring its use for the large addition (1904) to the Mother Church in Boston.  Christian Scientists perceived 
classicism as an embodiment of the metaphysical rationality of their beliefs and practices. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance  

History of Christian Science in Utica 

Christian Science was first codified by Mary Baker Eddy (1821–1910) in 1879.  It grew rapidly in the last two 
decades of the nineteenth century in the United States and spread to Europe and areas in east Asia colonized by 
Europeans and Americans.  During the 1890s and early 1900s, the Christian Scientists published tracts for use 
by its churches and began publishing the Christian Science Monitor, a newspaper with continued circulation 
and an international reputation for high-quality journalism.  Christian Science enjoyed continued expansion into 
the first half of the twentieth century, forwarded in part by the society’s publications.  By the early 1900s, there 
were many congregations holding organ-accompanied services in auditorium spaces in purpose-built edifices.  
Christian Science appealed especially to women, who were often leaders in smaller places such as Utica.  
During her lifetime, Mary Eddy Baker kept a firm hold on the reins of leadership in the Christian Science 
church, which was based in the Boston area.  Second-tier leadership remained in male hands, however, until 
after her death in 1910. 

Eddy was born Mary Morse Baker in Bow, New Hampshire.  She married George Washington Glover in 1843.  
He died a year later, leaving her with an infant son. Her second husband Daniel Patterson deserted her in March 
1866, a short while after she fell on an icy street where they lived in Lynn, Massachusetts, and was badly hurt.  
Finding no effective help from physicians, she dedicated herself to healing her injuries through reading her 
Bible and prayer.  She believed her recovery came through her understanding of how Jesus Christ had healed in 
this way.  A year or so later, she began teaching others about healing through prayer based in the laws of God 
she believed were offered in the Bible.  In October 1875, she promulgated her ideas in her most significant 
book, Science and Health.  Less than a year later, in July 1876, she established the Christian Scientist 
Association.  Her marriage to Asa Gilbert Eddy in 1877 gave her the surname by which she is widely known 
and the time to continue spreading her ideas through the association. 
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Mary Baker Eddy’s followers in the Christian Scientist Association voted to start their own church in April 
1879, through which they sought to reinstate “primitive Christianity and its lost element of healing.”1  The 
Church of Christ (Scientist) was chartered in Massachusetts and based in Boston.  Mary Baker Eddy was 
ordained as its pastor.  

Two years after that, in 1879, Eddy established the Massachusetts Metaphysical College in Boston, where she 
taught the tenets of Christian Science until 1889 when she closed the institution.  (The college awarded the 
degree of C.S.B., Bachelor of Christian Science.  For a time, it also awarded a C.S.D., Doctor of Christian 
Science.)  The term “metaphysical” described the Christian Science belief that spiritual reality defined through 
the love of an omnipotent and purposeful God supersedes the material reality of daily life.  In becoming more 
attuned to how Jesus healed both physical ailment and emotional distress through study of the Bible and prayer, 
a person gained a spiritual cure.  For Christian Scientists, prayer is not an exhortation but an internal discussion 
based on careful study. Practitioners view prayer as both a rational and a spiritual practice.  While the Bible is a 
primary source document, Christian Scientists have generally eschewed traditional Christian iconography save 
for their own cross-and-crown emblem encircled by the phrases “Heal the Sick, Raise the Dead, Cast out the 
Demons, Cleanse the Lepers.”  These phrases emphasize the healing performed by Jesus in the New Testament.  
His crucifixion and resurrection are viewed not only as redemptive for humankind, but also as an expression of 
a spiritual reality over a material one.2 

Soon after she closed the college in 1889, Eddy resigned as the pastor of the Boston church and shifted her 
focus to writing and publishing.  First came the Christian Science Quarterly in 1890.  In 1895, the Church 
Manual that provided bylaws for the church followed.  These declared that the Bible and Eddy’s first book, 
Science and Health, would serve as the “pastor” of the church rather than any individual.  Instead, church 
bylaws established the positions of First and Second readers to lead individual congregations.  In 1898, the 
Christian Science Publishing Society inaugurated a weekly publication, the Christian Science Sentinel, carrying 
religious articles and detailed the process of healing.  During the mid-1890s, Eddy oversaw the construction of 
the headquarters of the Christian Scientist movement, known as the Mother Church, in Back Bay in Boston.  It 
opened for services in early 1895. 

The name Mother Church seems emblematic of the role women played in this Christian sect.  Even though top-
tier leadership was the domain of men with the salient exception of Eddy herself until the 1910s, women 
throughout the Christian Science universe were practitioners, pastors, and readers in a time when women rarely 
held any positions of authority in any organized church in western culture.  Indeed, most students at the 
Metaphysical College had been women.  In 1895, Eddy declared that each church should have a man and a 
woman serve as its first and second readers.3  This spoke to the overall acceptance of both men and women by 
the church, an unusually progressive practice at the time. 

Women drawn to Christian Science in the 1880s and 1890s often spoke – like Eddy herself – of seeking healing 
or relief from physical or emotional pain through conventional medicine and mainstream Christianity and 

 
1 “Christian Science,” Britannica. (https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christian-Science) 
2  “Christian Science”. 
3 This brief history is drawn from a chronology published by the World Religions Society. (https://wrldrels.org/2022/04/30/womens-
roles-in-the-church-of-christ-scientist-christian-science/)  For additional perspective on Eddy’s views about the potential for the 
equality of men and women, see Margaret Rogers, “Women in the Church of Christ, Scientist,” Christian Science Monitor, 3 August 
2020. (https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/A-Christian-Science-Perspective/2020/0803/Women-in-The-Church-of-Christ-
Scientist?utm_source=pocket_reader)  

https://wrldrels.org/2022/04/30/womens-roles-in-the-church-of-christ-scientist-christian-science/
https://wrldrels.org/2022/04/30/womens-roles-in-the-church-of-christ-scientist-christian-science/
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finding no succor.  Many told of their successful return to health through Christian Science, where they also 
found companionship and a sense of purpose.4  Marie M.[orilia] Adams (1852–1910) was one such woman.  
She played a leading – perhaps the leading – role in establishing Christian Science in Utica in the late 1880s and 
early 1890s.  She was born in the hamlet of Kirkville, Onondaga County, New York, to Lorenzo Adams, a well-
to-do canal side merchant, and his wife Julia E., in 1852.5  A decade later, Julia, age 40, was a wealthy widow, 
and all three of her daughters were attending school.6  Mary M., who would eventually style herself as Marie, 
was eight years old and was subsequently recorded living in her mother’s household in 1865 and 1875.7 

Mary was unusually well-educated for her time.  During the period when her mother reported her primary 
residence in Kirkville in the census, Mary first attended the Belle Haven Institute in Alexandria, Virginia.8  She 
then attended Cazenovia Seminary in 1866 and eventually earned a degree in fine arts at Syracuse University.9  
She taught school in Memphis, Tennessee, and in North Carolina.10  When she became ill, Marie returned home 
to the Syracuse area.  Social notes in Syracuse newspapers in the early 1880s record her living there.11  She 
continued ill, however, and her physician believed she would always be an invalid; there is no record of her 
exact condition.  Her mother urged her to seek care with a Christian Scientist practitioner.12 

Mary’s belief in her recovery through Christian Science led her to become a metaphysical healer, as Christian 
Science practitioners are known, and in March 1887 she received instruction with practitioner Ellen E. Cross.  
The following year, Adams went to Boston to study with Eddy.13  Adams earned the degree of M.C.B., often 

 
4 “Pioneers Gallery, Meet some of the early Christian Science workers.” (https://www.longyear.org/learn/pioneer-index/)  This section 
of the Longyear Society website provides brief biographies of about 150 people who filled important roles in the church.  Women 
significantly outnumber men. 
5 United States Census for 1850.  Town of Manlius, Kirkville P.O., HH 362/367.  Lorenzo reported $2,500 in real estate in 1850.  That 
year, his household included two young daughters, a young boatman and his wife, two young unmarried women, a clerk (probably in 
his store), and a young laborer. (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCB5-8KZ : 23 December 2020), Julia E Adams in 
household of Lorenzo W Adams, Manlius, Onondaga, New York, United States; citing family , NARA microfilm publication 
(Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). 
6 United States Census for 1850.  Onondaga County, Town of Manlius, Kirkville P.O., HH 771/779.  Julia reported $7,000 in real 
estate and $4,000 in personal estate.  Her boarder Jesse Newcomb, a clerk, reported $3,500 in real estate.  ("United States Census, 
1860", database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC4L-TV1 : 18 February 2021), Mary M 
Adams in entry for Julia E Adams, 1860.) 
7 New York Census for 1865, Onondaga County, Town of Manlius, Kirkville P.O., HH 137/144 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRMW-8VY?i=12&cc=1491284&personaUrl=%2Fark %3A%2F61903% 
2F1%3A1%3AQVNJ-X2YP); and New York Census for 1875, Onondaga County, Town of Manlius, Kirkville P.O., HH 87/89.  
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VTDM-D8T : 18 February 2021), Julia E Adams, Manlius, Onondaga, New York, United 
States; citing p. 12, line 21, State Library, Albany; FHL microfilm 860,903.) 
8 “Well Known Christian Science Leader,” Utica Herald-Dispatch, 9 September 1910: 3. 
9 Sally B. Ades, “Marie M. Adams and Harriet L. Betts.  Two early Christian Science Workers in New York State,” Quarterly news, 
Longyear Historical Society and Museum 22:4 (Winter 1985–86): 345. 
10 Young northern women taught in private schools in the southern states with some frequency, allegedly because educational 
opportunities for well-to-do southern girls were scarce.  This pattern turns up often during the mid-nineteenth century, even as 
abolitionism and secession were hotly debated.  Many southern girls and young women were either tutored at home, but some were 
sent to exclusive private schools.  These schools were often staffed by northern women. 
11 In May 1880, the Syracuse Standard wrote that Miss Marie M. Adams was a soloist at the Centenary M.E. church, in a program 
held by the ladies of the church.  In August 1884, the Utica Sunday Tribune noted, “Miss Marie Adams of Syracuse is visiting at the 
residence of Mrs. M.L. Brainard, Washington Street, [Rome].”  Both articles located via FultonHistory (FH) using search string 
“Marie Adams.” 
12 Ades, 345. 
13 Ades, 346. 

https://www.longyear.org/learn/pioneer-index/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRMW-8VY?i=12&cc=1491284&
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known as a Practitioner.14  Cross had a similar history to Adams and went on to study at the Massachusetts 
Metaphysical College in 1885, 1886, and 1888 where she earned the degree of C.S.D.  She then taught in New 
England and in Binghamton, New York, before establishing herself in Syracuse.  There she became the 
Principal of the Students Christian Association of Syracuse in 1887, where it seems likely the two women 
met.15  Cross moved to Baltimore in 1893. 

In 1888, Adams moved to Utica to “take up the work of teaching and the practice of Christian Science.”  One 
woman who attended Adams’ first meeting there wrote, “There were only a few ladies present, but how happy 
we were.”16  Over the next few years, classes met in a variety of places in Utica.17  The Utica Observer reported 
on the “Health Talk” she gave at the Working Women’s League in 1893.  She told her listeners that she was 
“for many years” an invalid until she learned about Christian Science.  The newspaper described her as “a 
charming picture of health.”18 

In March 1894, the Utica Church Society formally incorporated with twenty-five members and Adams as their 
pastor.  The Daily Press reported that she had headed the society for the past three years, but nevertheless 
marveled at a woman being a pastor.19  The church society grew steadily.  In October 1897, the Observer wrote 
that Christian Science in Utica was “prospering” and had just held its third annual meeting with seventy-one 
members attending.  They had increased their board of directors from three to six.  Of the six, four were women.  
Three were married; one was not.  The church had outgrown its quarters on Rutger Street in Adams’ house and 
was planning to move soon to the New Century Auditorium on Hopper Street.  A building fund to build their 
own church was growing.20  In between, they also met in Dobson Hall at Oneida Square and Baum’s Hall on 
Oneida Street.21 

Social notes in Utica newspapers indicate that Marie Adams found friendship in Utica among society members.  
In August 1897, she visited the Summit House on Mount Washington in New Hampshire’s White Mountains 
with friends from Utica.22  In 1901, several Christian Scientists from Utica gathered in camping cabins in the 

 
14 Adams reported herself as a Christian Science Practitioner living at 11 Rutger Street, Utica, in the 1900 census.  United States 
Census for 1900, Oneida County, City of Utica, 4th Ward, E.D. 56. (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MS2V-7FP : 1 
December 2021), Marie M Adams, 1900.)  So far, Adams has eluded me in the 1880 federal census and the 1892 census conducted by 
the state when the federal records from 1890 in New York were mainly lost. 
15 “Ellen Elizabeth Cross, C.S.D.” (https://www.longyear.org/learn/pioneer-index/cross-ellen-e/).  This biographical “Pioneers 
Gallery” briefly recounts the roles played by more than a hundred people in Christian Science.  Notably, well over half of the pioneers 
are women who came from relatively comfortable circumstances.  Of those, many early pioneers were declared permanent invalids by 
physicians of the day and came to Christian Science as a last resort.  Marie M. Adams is not included in this list of pioneers.  
16 Ades, 346. 
17 “History of Christian Science,” Utica Herald-Dispatch, 13 June 1914. (FH) The historical information was drawn from a document 
of Christian Science in Utica prepared by Miss Marie M. Adams’ Pupils’ Association.   
18 “Health Talk,” Utica Observer, 18 February 1893: 5. (https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn83031902/1893-02-18/ed-1/seq-
5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=3&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie&to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced
&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetex
t=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5) 
19 “Utica Christian Scientists,” Utica Daily Press, 7 March 1894. (FH) The Church eliminated the title of pastor before 1900, and 
individual societies were led by a First Reader and Second Reader, who were elected twice a year. 
20 “Christian Science Prospering,” Utica Observer, 13 October 1897: 5. (FH) The street address for the New Century Auditorium built 
by the club of the same name was provided in the history of the Utica society prepared by the students of Miss Marie M. Adams.  See 
footnote 19. 
21  “Christian Scientists will occupy new edifice next Sunday – no formal service,” Utica Herald-Dispatch, 26 April 1915: 4. (FH) 
22 “Personal” column, Utica Observer, 21 August 1897: 6.   

https://www.longyear.org/learn/pioneer-index/cross-ellen-e/
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn83031902/1893-02-18/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=3&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie&to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn83031902/1893-02-18/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=3&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie&to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn83031902/1893-02-18/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=3&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie&to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn83031902/1893-02-18/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=3&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie&to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&ortext=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5
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Thousand Islands.23  A delegation of Utica members regularly went by train to the annual meeting at the Mother 
Church in Boston.  The majority were always women, many unmarried; a few traveled with their husbands.  
Their activities suggest most were comfortable financially, but apparently not from Utica’s most well-to-do 
families.   

As a group, they were able to raise funds for their church.  In April 1907, the society bought the parcel on 
Genesee Street at the corner of Avery Place where the church building now stands.  Marie M. Adams did not 
live to see the new church.  She died of a stomach tumor in September 1910 and was buried in Grandview 
Cemetery, Whitesboro.24 

Building the First Church on Genesee Street 

While the Christian Science society established a building fund soon after its incorporation in March 1894, it 
didn’t buy the corner lot at Genesee Street and Avery Place until the 3rd of April.  The Utica Press 
congratulated the society on its purchase, opining that it was “large enough to accommodate a church edifice 
and have plenty of air and light on all sides.”  Further, it was “so far uptown that it [would] never be disturbed 
by the encroachments of business,” and it was “surrounded by the most costly residences the city contains.”25 

The 100' x 185' parcel lay near the periphery of the city but was served by the street railway that was shown 
running on Genesee Street by 1873.  By that date, there were a handful of large houses on sizable rectilinear 
lots.  The orphan asylum stood on a large open lot on the south side of Genesee Street west of Grant Street in 
that section of Utica.26  The 1874 Beers Atlas of Oneida County showed Avery and Springate streets platted in 
characteristic narrow lots with deep yards, but as late as 1899, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company did not 
map those blocks or the adjacent Genesee Street frontage.  This indicates there were still too few buildings there 
to warrant the cost of a survey.27 

The New Century Atlas of Oneida County published in 1907 shows that the neighborhood developed rapidly 
soon after.  The large brick apartment house on the east side of Avery Place facing Genesee continued the 
pattern of residential development established farther east.  A few large houses on sizable lots extended the 
pattern of suburban development established by the 1870s facing Genesee Street.  A newspaper clipping from 
March 1913 showed the still empty corner lot owned by the Christian Scientists flanked by a row of new, 
generously proportioned wood frame houses facing Avery Place and one facing Genesee Street (1610 Genesee; 
demolished ca. 1960).28  Two more such houses (now 1612 and 1614) faced Genesee Street continuing west to 
Springate Street.  By 1907, the surrounding neighborhood also included several philanthropic institutions with 
parklike surroundings.  The Utica Homeopathic Hospital, the Home for Aged Men and Couples, Faxton 

 
23 “On the St Lawrence, Thousand Island Park,” Utica Observer, 13 August 1901.  (https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/ 
lccn/sn83031902/1901-08-13/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=01%2F01%2F1725&index=0&date2=12%2F31%2F2020&words=Adams+Marie& 
to_year2=2020&searchType=advanced&sequence=0&from_year2=1725&proxdistance=5&page=1&county=Oneida&rows=20&orte
xt=&proxtext=marie+adams&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType=range&SearchType2=prox5) 
24 Marie M. Adams. (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/19936839/marie-m-adams) 
25 “Among the Churches,” Utica Press, reprinted in Christian Science Sentinel, Vol. 9 (27 April 1907): 638.  Typescript transcription 
at OCHS. 
26 H. Brosius, Bird’s-eye view of the City of Utica, Oneida County, New York [n.p., 1873].  (https://www.loc.gov/item/75694857/) 
27 D.G. Beers, Atlas of Oneida County, New York (Philadelphia: D.G. Beers, W.C. Kewen, and W. Upton, 1874): Plate 100, City of 
Utica, 2nd, 3d, 6th & 9th Wards.  
28 Clipping from collections of Oneida County Historical Society.  Dated internally to latter part of March 1913 by discussion of 
Easter, which fell on the 23rd.  [possibly Saturday Globe, 15 March 2013, p. 8]   

https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/
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Hospital, and the House of the Good Shepherd all stood within a half-mile, joining the orphan asylum mapped 
in 1873.29  North of Sunset Avenue were Horatio Seymour Park and the Academy Athletic Field.  There were 
also several large greenhouse operations in the area. 

By March 1913, the Christian Scientists planned to commission an architect to prepare plans for a church able 
to seat 750 people.  They estimated the cost would be $40,000.30  Agne, Rushmer & Jennison, a local firm that 
designed both large civil buildings and residences, prepared drawings for a masonry edifice by early 1914.31  
Harry Lancaster, an established member of the congregation, was the general contractor who built the First 
Church. 

Agne, Rushmer & Jennison’s Classical Revival design exemplifies the broad adoption of the style in the United 
States during the 1890s and early 1900s for many types of buildings.  While American builders incorporated 
classical characteristics drawn from Greek and Roman antecedents as early as the mid-1700s, the Columbian 
Exposition opening in Chicago in 1893, marks the emergence of classicism broadly applied to monumental 
masonry buildings.  The exposition enthralled thousands of visitors who wandered the spacious, geometrically 
arranged boulevards lined by the classically designed buildings and landscapes of the White City, as it came to 
be known. 

Progressive-era theorists associated classical design with republican (Roman) and democratic (Greek, especially 
Athenian) virtues of rationality, equitable political participation, and social justice even though its most 
prominent models were buildings at notable Mediterranean religious sites – both pagan-era temples and early 
Christian churches.  High Victorian Gothic and Richardsonian Romanesque, both popular styles for large 
masonry buildings in the 1870s and 1880s, were largely supplanted by Classical Revival, or Beaux-Arts, as the 
predominant style for such construction by the turn of the century.  The radical shift in taste from the emphasis 
on varied design elements and surfaces, often in irregular arrangements, to spare, frequently smooth surfaces 
and rectilinear elements in symmetrical arrangements coincided with the rapid increase of civil and religious 
buildings on a larger scale than before and the professionalization of architecture itself in the United States. 

Sections of some American cities were transformed on paper by sweeping Classical Revival redesigns 
promulgated by City Beautiful planners who adopted the Classical Revival as symbolic of their Progressive 
ideals.  Such wholesale plans, however, were difficult to impose on existing infrastructure.  In urban landscapes, 
Classical Revival design was more typically used for individual buildings to fit into the existing spatial plan. 

The Mother Church in Boston built for the Church of Christ, Scientist, offers a vivid example of this shift in 
American building design at the turn of the twentieth century.  It was constructed in the Back Bay 

 
29 New Century Atlas of Oneida County, New York (New York: Century Map Co., 1907).  Utica, Plate 11: pp. 48–9. 
30 Clipping from collections of OCHS.  Dated internally to latter part of March 1913 by discussion of Easter, which fell on the 23rd.  
Based on measurements and number of pews on main floor and balcony, the auditorium could have seated 750 people snugly. 
31 Jacob Agne, Jr.’s obituary in the Journal of the American Institute of Architects, Vol. 6 (1918): 480, provided a brief biography.  
Agne was born in Utica in 1859 and died there in 1918.  He trained in the office of William H. Hamilton, a Utica architect.  The firm 
Agne, Rushmer & Jennison formed in 1900.  They designed many residences and public buildings in and about Utica.  After Agne’s 
death in 1918, Rushmer and Jennison continued to work together.  
(https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal_of_the_American_Institute_of_Arc/FEfYAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=agne+r
ushmer+and+jennison+architects&pg=PA480&printsec=frontcover)  Nelson Greene’s History of the Mohawk Valley 1925 (p. 520) 
provided a brief biography of Herbert D. Rushmer, born 1865 in Frankfort, New York.  A list of buildings designed by the firm 
included the Utica Free Academy, the Homeopathic Hospital, the Elks Club, the office building of the Utica Consolidated Water 
Company, and the Church of Christ, Scientist.    

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal_of_the_American_Institute_of_Arc/FEfYAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=agne+rushmer+and+jennison+architects&pg=PA480&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal_of_the_American_Institute_of_Arc/FEfYAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=agne+rushmer+and+jennison+architects&pg=PA480&printsec=frontcover


United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
DRAFT  First Church of Christ, Scientist  Oneida County, New York 
  

15 
 

neighborhood, which was laid out on newly drained, or reclaimed, land beginning in 1859.  Much of the area 
was already developed with handsome residential streets lined by Victorian brick houses when the first stone in 
the foundation of the Mother Church was laid in November 1893.32  Franklin I. Welch’s Richardsonian 
Romanesque plan provided a “churchy” church “with something pointing upwards,” following conventional 
preferences established in the 1870s and 1880s.  It featured an irregular plan punctuated by varied details, 
rusticated stone walls, a medieval bell tower, and symbolic stained-glass windows.33  It opened for services at 
the end of 1894. 

Within a decade, the Mother Church was outgrowing its quarters.  Charles Brigham drew plans for the 
Extension to abut the existing church in 1904.  When his health failed, Solon Spencer Beman (1853–1914) took 
over the work and revamped the drawings in a single-mindedly Classical Revival vein.  Beman’s building with 
its Roman dome and smooth-finished curved walls trimmed with blind arcades offers a side-by-side contrast 
with Welch’s design.34  Beman, who joined the church in 1907, believed that “Christian Science represented a 
rational approach to spirituality” and that “classicism oriented the denomination with the time of primitive 
Christianity.”  Further, the simple, rational beliefs the church espoused were democratic, and so considered 
Progressive.  Thus, Classical Revival design, which embodied these tenets, was an appropriate choice for 
Christian Science churches.  By 1914, when excavation began for the First Church in Utica, the underlying 
architectural inspiration of many Christian Scientist churches built in the United States was classical rather than 
medieval.  The cornerstone was laid on the 13th of June.  The first service was held on Sunday, 2 May 1915. 
When completed, the First Church in Utica cost about $100,000.  Following Christian Scientist practice, the 
church was not dedicated until the debt was paid off in May 1924.35  

The First Church of Utica adheres to the prescribed symmetry of the Classical Revival.  It is a traditionally 
constructed brick building, and its exterior is nearly monochromatic with its pale gray brick walls and sandstone 
veneered basement.  The off-white terracotta trim manufactured by the Perth Amboy Terra Cotta Company in 
New Jersey is equally austere.  This material offered crisp details in a material that could be reproduced 
endlessly in molds and resisted weathering better than stone. 

The decorative scheme of the First Church is restrained and non-figurative, presenting no traditionally Christian 
iconography.  Stylized acanthus leaves adorn brackets, acroteria, and pilaster capitals.  Classical moldings – 
egg-and-dart, bead-and-reel, and rope turning – delineate architectural elements such as cornices and coffers.  
Roman lattice – a surface pattern of squares with diagonal lines passing through the corners of the squares – is 
the only other motif repeated throughout the building.  It is used for the pale green and gold-stained glass 
windows manufactured by Spence, Bell & Co. of Boston in the auditorium and foyer.  It is repeated in the 
glazed upper sections of the paired wood main doors and the leatherbound doors to the auditorium.  The 

 
32 Thomas C. Proctor, “’The Promise and Event’: The Building of the Original Edifice of the Mother Church,” 1 July 1993. Longyear 
Musuem. (https://www.longyear.org/learn/research-archive/building-the-mother-church-1894/) 
33 Paul Eli Ivey, “American Christian Science Architecture and its Influence,” 16 June 2011. 
(https://www.marybakereddylibrary.org/research/american-christian-science-architecture-and-its-influence/)  Ivey assigns this 
description to an unnamed church official. 
34 Beman received his training with Richard Upjohn in the 1870s.  Upjohn was known for his Gothic Revival designs, especially for 
churches.  When Beman opened his own practice, he worked in popular styles and designed many notable buildings.  His plans for the 
town of Pullman, a planned community surround the Pullman Parlor Car factory may be his best known commission.  Beman 
designed buildings for the Columbian Exposition overseen by Daniel H. Burnham.  Beman adopted the Classical Revival for many 
subsequent designs, among them more than a dozen commissions for Christian Scientist churches. See Wikipedia entry on Solon 
Spencer Beman for additional information and citations to more detailed resources. “Solon Spencer Beman.”  
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solon_Spencer_Beman) 
35 H. Paul Draheim, “First Church of Christ, Scientist of Utica,” 17 February 1951. (FH) 

https://www.marybakereddylibrary.org/research/american-christian-science-architecture-and-its-influence/
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muntins in the wood double-hung sash in the rear block are crafted using a Roman lattice pattern.  The wood 
organ screen and the balcony parapet use the same design. 

The interior layout of the First Church was dictated by Christian Science practice, which emphasizes teaching 
led by the First and Second readers.  When built, the auditorium had a sloped floor and curving pews that 
focused attention on the readers on the central platform at the front of the auditorium.  The balcony offered 
additional capacity.  As music plays an important role in the Christian Scientist service, the auditorium was 
furnished with a large pipe organ that filled a two-story tall cavity elegantly screened from the platform.  The 
teaching aspect of the church was fulfilled by the Sunday school on the lower level of the main block. 

Later History 

The Utica congregation of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, made few changes to their building and property 
until after World War II.  In 1949–50, they spent $30,000 to refurbish the organ and replace some furnishings 
and fixtures.36  Based on style and material, the hardware and lighting fixtures seem to be part of the 1914–15 
construction period rather than the post-war period.   

In 1958, the society bought the house adjacent to its west property line (1610 Genesee Street) and razed it.  By 
this time, most people owned cars, and this provided the church with a larger parking lot accessed by a drive off 
Avery Place.37  Rather than extending the lot forward, within view of Genesee Street, the parking lot is about 
ten feet below the frontage grade and hidden by a retaining wall.  This maintains the parklike mien of the 
streetscape on this section of Genesee Street. 

The congregation used the church on Genesee Street until 1988 when they sold the property to the Oneida 
County Historical Society.  By then, the congregation was much smaller than in the early 1900s, and the 
Christian Scientists moved to a new purpose-built Mid-Century Modern church at 182 Clinton Road in New 
Hartford.  The historical society retained an architect in 1990 to make changes for the building’s new uses as a 
library, archives, gallery, and performance space without greatly altering its historic appearance.  The 
auditorium floor was leveled, and the Sunday school room was divided into storage, offices, and a reading 
room.  An ADA-accessible lift and restrooms were placed in the rear block on the Avery Place side within the 
existing floor plan.  On the second floor of the rear block, the floor was carried into the organ chamber to offer 
additional useful space.   

In 2010, the auditorium ceiling collapsed, and it was repaired using drywall.  The following year, the historical 
society undertook additional changes also meant to have as little impact as possible on the building’s highly 
intact historic fabric.  Most changes were related to performance technologies.  The tile floor of the main 
entrance in the front foyer and the Avery Place entrance was replaced with tile of a similar appearance to that 
laid in 1914–15. 

 
36 Draheim. 
37 “Historic Home, 1610 Genesee, Bought by Church Neighbor,” 22 January 1958. (FH) 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):   
 

10.  Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 0.9 acre 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1  18N   479458   4771009  3        
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale.  

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundary follows the tax parcel boundary established in 1958 when the adjacent lot was bought by the 
church.  It remains the same today. 

 

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Jessie A. Ravage 

organization  date  23 December 2022 

street & number  34 Delaware St telephone  607 435 3798 

city or town   Cooperstown state NY  zip code 13326  

e-mail jravage@stny.rr.com 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
 A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 

photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
Name of Property:   First Church of Christ, Scientist  
 
City or Vicinity: Utica  
 
County: Oneida    State: NY 
 
Photographer: Jessie A. Ravage  
 
Date Photographed: November 2022 
 
Description of Photograph (s) and number:  
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0001 
Exterior, front (south) and west side of church, view from SW. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0002 
Exterior, east side of church, view northwest across Avery Place from 1606 Genesee Street. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0003 
Exterior, west side and rear (north) block, view from southeast from parking lot. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0004 
Exterior, rear (north) block and east side, view southwest from Avery Place. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0005 
Interior, entrance foyer, main floor, view east from stairs in west corner. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0006 
Interior, auditorium, view north from balcony towards stage and organ screen at front of auditorium. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0007 
Interior, auditorium, view south from stage towards balcony. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0008 
Interior, detail, paired entrance doors, center pair. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0009 
Interior, detail, stained-glass window on east side, viewed from balcony. 
 
NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0010 
Interior, basement, stairs and entrance to former Sunday school room, view north. 
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NY_Oneida County_First Church of Christ, Scientist_0011 
Interior, detail, white mahogany door in second-floor room in rear block. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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