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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District 

other names/site number   

name of related multiple property listing N/A 

  Location 

street & number  Portions of Sterling St, Lefferts Ave, Lincoln Rd, Maple St, Midwood St, 
Rutland Rd, Fenimore St, Bedford Ave, Rogers Ave, and Nostrand Ave 

 
   not for publication 

city or town  Brooklyn   vicinity 

state  New York code NY county  Kings code 04701 zip code  11225 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private  building(s) 780 16 buildings 
 public - Local X district 0 0 sites 
 public - State  site 0 0 structures 
 public - Federal  structure 0 0 objects 
   object 780 16 Total 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: single family dwelling, multi-family dwelling  DOMESTIC: single family dwelling, multi-family dwelling  

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store, professional  COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store, professional 

EDUCATION: school  RELIGION: religious facility, church-related residence 

RELIGION: religious facility, church school, church-related 

residence   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  foundation: Stone, Brick 
LATE VICTORIAN / Queen Anne, Romanesque Revival, 
Gothic, Renaissance Revival;  walls: Stone, Brick, Asphalt, Vinyl 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS / Classical 

Revival, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival    

LATE nineteenth AND EARLY twentieth CENTURY 

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS / Commercial,  Art Deco  roof: Terra cotta, iron, pressed metal 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)   
 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is situated in the heart of the Prospect Lefferts Gardens neighborhood, 
which is located in the central part of the New York City borough of Brooklyn, immediately east of Prospect Park (NRHP 
1980). The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District boundaries are approximately defined by Sterling Street to the 
north, Lincoln Road and Rutland Road to the south, and Flatbush Avenue to the west. They extend eastward to between 
Nostrand Avenue and New York Avenue from Rutland Road to Lefferts Avenue. The nominated historic district 
encompasses 780 contributing resources, sixty-nine of which are secondary garages. There are sixteen noncontributing 
resources, two of which are secondary garages. The historic district is located north and east of the existing Lefferts 
Manor Historic District (NRHP 1992), and the Lefferts Manor Historic District Boundary Increase (NRHP 2017). The 
development history of the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is distinct from the Lefferts Manor Historic District 
and Boundary Increase and has therefore been treated as a separate historic district. James Lefferts created the Lefferts 
Estate in 1893 by subdividing the land he inherited from his father, John Lefferts; he prescribed the distinct character of 
what is designated the Lefferts Manor Historic District and Boundary Increase by placing restrictive covenants on the lots, 
which placed restrictions on the type of buildings that could be developed and required that they be single-family houses 
with a minimum size and value. The restrictive covenants gave the Lefferts Manor Historic District and Boundary 
Increase their distinctive character. The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District was also historically John Lefferts 
land, but in contrast to the Lefferts Estate, it was developed in a more organic and piecemeal fashion, beginning with a 
large subdivision created by John Lefferts several years prior to his son’s creation of the Lefferts Estate. The row houses, 
apartment buildings, and mixed-use buildings that comprise the historic district were the product of many prolific 
Brooklyn builders and architects employing the popular urban architectural styles of the period to create a thriving and 
diverse middle-class community made up of families taking advantage of rapidly developing transportation networks, 
parks, and amenities. They were not subject to the same restrictive covenants. The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic 
District, as delineated herein, overlaps with and extends east and west of the existing Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic 
District, designated by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1979.  
 
The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District can generally be characterized as a substantially intact urban residential 
neighborhood reflecting a primary period of development beginning in the 1890s and extending into the 1930s. The 
earlier residential buildings are typified by row houses constructed between the mid-1890s and the early 1920s, often 
forming contiguous groupings that exhibit a cohesive design and occupy all or part of a block. These buildings are 
designed in the popular late nineteenth and early twentieth century architectural styles. Many examples of the earlier wave 
of development reflect the Renaissance Revival and Romanesque Revival styles. Slightly later examples include Spanish 
Mission and Mediterranean Revival styles, among others. The east-west-oriented cross streets in the historic district are 
typically residential in character, whereas many of the buildings on the north-south-oriented avenues accommodate 
commercial uses on the ground floor and residential uses above. These mixed-use buildings were typically constructed 
between ca. 1905 and ca. 1920. Apartment buildings are also present in the historic district; these tend to have been 
constructed from the 1920s through the 1930s and are typically designed in the Tudor Revival, Neoclassical, and Art 
Deco styles. These buildings are between three and five stories tall. Some were built in groups of two or more with small 
courtyards between neighboring apartment buildings.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Description  
 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is an intact example of a Brooklyn neighborhood that developed as part of the 
rapid growth of areas like Flatbush in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. One of its chief defining building 
types are its row houses, designed in the Renaissance Revival and Romanesque Revival styles, and faced in brick, 
brownstone, or limestone. Many feature projecting bays or bow fronts, modillioned cornices, and lively ornamentation, 
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and form neat yet dynamic residential blocks, particularly along the east-west streets in the historic district. The typical 
residential streetscape in the historic district includes mature trees along the sidewalk and houses with small front yards 
planted with bushes and small hedges and contained within cast-iron fences or low masonry walls. But while neighboring 
Lefferts Manor is almost entirely defined by this type of row house development, the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic 
District is more eclectic in terms of both building types and architectural styles. It also contains rows of early twentieth 
century duplexes designed in the Tudor Revival and Colonial Revival styles as well as Neoclassical-style apartment 
buildings which reflect the increasing density of urbanizing Brooklyn from the 1910s through the 1930s. The historic 
district contains mixed-use buildings with commercial uses on the ground stories and apartments above, particularly along 
the north-south-oriented thoroughfares such as Rogers Avenue and Nostrand Avenue. On these commercial streets, there 
are fewer street trees, and the buildings form a uniform street wall that begins at the edge of the sidewalk and is 
interrupted only by buildings of other types, such as religious buildings. Grace Reformed Church, designed in the Italian 
Renaissance style by George Morse and built between 1892 and 1893 is located on Bedford Avenue between Lincoln 
Road and Lefferts Avenue. Originally under the umbrella of the Dutch Reformed Church, it was largely conceived and 
funded by John Lefferts and later grew into a larger institution with a Parsonage (ca. 1900) and a Sunday School (1903-4). 
The intact church complex represents a tie to the neighborhood’s founder and reflects the long-standing reputation of 
Brooklyn as a “city of churches.”  Similarly, St. Francis of Assisi Church, built in 1913 at the corner of Lincoln Road and 
Nostrand Avenue, is a large brick Catholic Church designed in the Renaissance Revival style by William J. Ryan. With an 
accompanying school and rectory, the church is a formidable presence in the eastern part of the historic district. Another 
ingredient of the complete Brooklyn neighborhood, the historic district also includes a firehouse, the Engine Company 
249/Ladder 113, an eclectic brick building at 491 Rogers Avenue, constructed in 1895.  
 
The earliest extant buildings in the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District are the freestanding houses at 249 Maple 
Street and 250 Midwood Street, which are shown on the 1890 Robinson map, probably shortly after their construction. 
Among the only buildings in the historic district that pre-date John Lefferts’ death in 1893, these wood-frame houses were 
constructed in the Queen Anne style and are reminders of a time before the character of the neighborhood had been 
defined as a dense commuter neighborhood chiefly defined by blocks of brick and stone row houses. A handful of other 
wood-frame Queen Anne-style freestanding houses developed in the first decade of the twentieth century. 
 
The earliest row of row houses in the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is located on the north side of Lincoln 
Road. Numbers 185 to 191 Lincoln Road, built in 1895, are a series of two-story brick- and stone-clad residences 
featuring Romanesque Revival stylistic elements, with rusticated stone cladding on the basement and first floors and 
round-arched window openings. The neighboring houses at 199 to 205 Lincoln Road were constructed in 1897. These 
two-story houses feature Renaissance Revival-style ornate metal cornices and tall rectangular-shaped window openings. 
Many of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century residences in the historic district are similar to these rows, 
typically comprising two-story buildings faced in brownstone, limestone, or brick, with façades composed of an entry bay 
beside two-story projecting angled or bow-front bays, capped by a pronounced cornice with decorative detailing. Often, 
rows of similar buildings were given subtle variations in design from one house to the next, with these variations 
repeating in regular patterns. Variations included changes between limestone or brownstone facing, colors of brick, 
ornamentation patterns on lintels and entry surrounds, or façade treatments such as bow fronts and canted projecting bays. 
As a grouping they are cohesive yet each building in the row has distinctive features that set it apart from its neighbors. 
The subtle variations achieve a block frontage that is both distinguished and dynamic.  
 
Some of the row houses in the historic district were constructed slightly later; these tend to be more variable in their 
architectural style and configuration. The western portion of the historic district, for example, contains rows of houses 
constructed in the 1920s and 1930s, including semi-detached two-family residences on the south side of Sterling Street 
between Washington and Bedford Avenues. The buildings are designed in the Tudor Revival style, with decorative 
brickwork on the facades, pent roofs over the front doors, and slate shingle roofs. A row of modest brick duplex houses 
runs along the north side of Lefferts Avenue, west of Bedford Avenue; these are eclectic in style incorporating elements 
associated with the Arts and Crafts and Mediterranean Revival styles.  
 
While the majority of the buildings in the historic district are residential and/or commercial in character, other building 
types are also represented, as described above. These examples reflect the neighborhood’s population growth in the late 
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nineteenth and early twentieth century, including the Brooklyn Fire Department Engine 249 Ladder 113 at 491 Rogers 
Avenue, built in the 1890s; Grace Reformed Church, at 1800 Bedford Avenue, built in 1893; and the Church of St. 
Francis of Assisi at 1081 Nostrand Avenue, built in 1913. 
 
Three- to six-story apartment buildings are also represented in the historic district. These form contiguous groupings 
across block widths, particularly in the block formed by Lefferts Avenue, Lincoln Road, and Washington and Bedford 
Avenues. The buildings typically have construction dates ranging from ca. 1920 to 1938. Apartment buildings in the 
eastern portion of the historic district are typically smaller and are surrounded by low-rise residential buildings. Examples 
of apartment buildings include the Tudor-Revival style four-story apartment building at 250 Maple Street, featuring 
decorative brickwork, stone trim, and a castellated parapet at the corners. Many of the block corners along Bedford 
Avenue and Nostrand Avenue are occupied by four- or five-story apartment buildings with decorative brickwork. 
Examples include 1764 Bedford Avenue, a white brick-clad building with an intricate diamond pattern brickwork along 
the roofline. In the western portion of the historic district, larger six-story apartment buildings line the south side of 
Lefferts Avenue and the north side of Lincoln Road.  

The historic district includes no major developments that post-date ca. 1940. The only twentieth century buildings in the 
historic district constructed after 1939 are the two attached three-story two-bay residential buildings at 229 and 233 Maple 
Street (1988), faced in yellow brick and capped with a low-hipped roof. A handful of relatively small-scale residential 
buildings have been constructed in the early twenty-first century. They include a pair of brick residential buildings at 332 
and 334 Lincoln Road (2005); a six-story three-bay brick building at 329 Lincoln Road (2012); a pair of four-story two-
bay wide buildings at 336 and 338 Lincoln Road (2016); a pair of four-story three-bay brick buildings at 297 and 289 
Maple Street (2017); a five-story building at 371 Lincoln Road (2019), and a neighboring four-story two-bay-wide 
building at 373 Lincoln Road  (2019). There are very few vacant lots present in the historic district. Vacant lots at 316 
Lincoln Road and 237 Maple Street, respectively, are currently used as community gardens. Another at 283 Midwood 
Street is used for parking.   

Methodology 

In the inventory of properties within the historic district that follows, resources are divided into two subcategories: 
contributing and non-contributing resources. Buildings constructed after the period of significance were considered non-
contributing. Buildings constructed during the period of significance were generally considered to be contributing unless 
they had been so extensively altered that their overall appearance was no longer similar to what it had been during the 
period of significance. In general, replacement window sash and doors and changes to fences and walls enclosing front 
gardens were not considered to substantially diminish the historic integrity of buildings in the historic district. 
Freestanding residences and duplexes with replacement siding were considered contributing if they retained their overall 
form and still effectively conveyed the architectural style in which they were designed. If individual row houses within a 
row that was designed and built as a group were altered after the period of significance with changes to siding, alterations 
of entry treatment, removal of cornice, or other such changes, they were still considered to contribute if they maintained 
the overall character of the grouping in their form and feeling. Similarly, individual buildings within rows of mixed-use 
commercial/ residential buildings were considered to contribute despite alterations such as storefront alterations, recent 
signage, and cornice removal.  

The majority of the buildings within the historic district boundaries retain a high degree of historic integrity. Most 
buildings in the district exhibit relatively minor alterations with the most common changes include replacement windows 
and doors, substituting decorative wrought iron fences and railings for generic metal or masonry fences, and alterations to 
the front yard and stoop. Some of the apartment buildings in the historic district have been altered with the replacement of 
window sash, and changes to cornices, parapets, and terrace railings. However, the majority retain a relatively high level 
of historic integrity. Many of the mixed-use buildings in the historic district have been altered with changes to storefronts 
and entries and in some cases removal of cornices. These changes, however, are typically seen on individual buildings 
within a cohesive row, allowing the grouping as a whole to convey its original design. The historic religious buildings 
within the historic district, including those associated with St. Francis of Assisi Church and Grace Reformed Church, are 
generally highly intact, exhibiting few alterations since their period of initial construction. Overall, the historic district 
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retains a high level of historic integrity. The few examples of recent construction found within the historic district are of a 
similar scale and function to those built within the period of significance and do not substantially detract from the historic 
character of the streetscape of which they are a part. 
 
Resource Inventory 

 
The resource inventory is organized alphabetically by street name and by house number. Property entries arranged in 
order ascending house numbers, with even numbers followed by odd numbers. For rows of similar buildings, the building 
form of the combined row is described as a single building. For rows that have a configuration of similar buildings, the 
configuration is described. Inventory entries are organized as follows: address; building name, if applicable; year of initial 
construction; architect and/or, if known; brief physical description, with major alterations noted.  
 
The majority of buildings within the boundaries retains a high degree of historic integrity. Most buildings in the district 
have had minor alterations made to them. The most common changes include replacement windows and doors, 
substituting decorative wrought iron fences and railings for generic metal or masonry fences, and alterations to the front 
yard and stoop. 
 

BEDFORD AVENUE 
 
1764 Bedford Avenue                                 1 contributing building 
Sterling Arms -- Lincoln Court 
Date: 1911   
Located on the northwest corner of Bedford Avenue and Sterling Street, with frontages on both streets (and an alternate 
address at 109 Sterling Street), this apartment building has a square plan with a central courtyard accessed via the rear of 
the building. Designed in an eclectic expression of the Neoclassical style, the building is faced in buff brick laid in 
Flemish bond. The facades feature textured and patterned brickwork including projecting diamond diapering, panels with 
diamond patterns, and striated bands. The roofline is distinguished with a stepped parapet. Stucco-parged scarring below 
the parapet is visible where earlier pantile-clad pentice roofs have been removed. The two main entries are located within 
projecting vestibules framed with Ionic columns and a frieze bearing the names of the south and north sections of the 
building, respectively: Sterling Arms fronting on Sterling Street, and Lincoln Court fronting on Bedford Avenue. 
 
1776 Bedford Avenue                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1925  
This apartment building is located on the southwest corner of Bedford Avenue and Sterling Street. It was designed as a 
pair with its neighbor to the south at 1788 Bedford Avenue; the two form a complex with a shared entry walk and central 
courtyard. The eclectic buildings exhibit elements of the Tudor Revival, Romanesque Revival, and Neoclassical styles. 
They are faced in red brick laid in common bond with sections of the facade that are parged in stucco to create a rustic 
effect. The building features a stepped parapet, quoining, around-arched windows with stucco-parged blind tympana, 
pattered brickwork, and applied ornament including swags and cartouches. Entryways within the shared courtyard are set 
within Tudor-arched porticos and comprise round-arched apertures flanked by engaged columns.  
 
1788 Bedford Avenue                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1924  
This apartment building is located on the northwest corner of Bedford Avenue and Lefferts Avenue. It was designed as a 
pair with its neighbor to the north at 1776 Bedford Avenue; the two form a complex with a shared entry walk and central 
courtyard. The eclectic buildings exhibit elements of the Tudor Revival, Romanesque Revival, and Neoclassical styles. 
They are faced in red brick laid in common bond with sections of the facade that are parged in stucco to create a rustic 
effect. The building features a stepped parapet, quoining, round-arched windows with stucco-parged blind tympana, 
patterned brickwork, and applied ornament including swags and cartouches. Entryways within the shared courtyard are set 
within Tudor-arched porticos and comprise round-arched apertures flanked by engaged columns.  
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1767 Bedford Avenue                                            1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1918   
This apartment building is located on the northeast corner of Sterling Street and Bedford Avenue and has frontages on 
both streets. It was constructed as a pair with its neighbor to the east at 125 Sterling Street. Together, the two buildings 
form a square-plan complex with a central courtyard. Each of the four-story flat-roofed buildings is faced in buff brick 
laid in English bond. Their architecture exhibits a Classical design vocabulary with round-arched door surrounds flanked 
by scroll brackets, decorative brick panels with simple shield and diamond ornaments, stepped parapets, and horizontally 
aligned stone moldings dividing the facade into three parts.  
 
1779, 1783, 1785, 1789, and 1793 Bedford Avenue                          5 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1918  
A row of apartment buildings located along the east side of Bedford Avenue between Sterling Street and Lefferts Avenue, 
these Renaissance Revival-style buildings are three stories tall with raised basements. They are faced in red brick laid in 
common bond; stone is used for the trim. The buildings have flat roofs with overhanging modillioned eaves on the front. 
Three-sided projecting bays flank a central recessed bay on the facade. Windows at second- and third-story levels have 
splayed lintels with keystones and contain one-over-one-light sash. A patterned brick panel decorates the centers of the 
second stories of the facades and blind oculi with stone keystones decorate the third stories. The typical entry of buildings 
within this row has a Classical surround with attenuated pilasters, scroll brackets, and an entablature capped with a 
sopraporta. Pilasters divide each window at the first-story level. Nos. 1783 and 1785 Bedford Avenue have been altered 
with single-story additions which project at the raised basement and first-story levels. These additions contain windows 
and doors and appear to contain commercial uses.  
 
1799 Bedford Avenue                                            1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1922  
This four-story apartment is very similar in design to its neighbors at 1779-1793 Bedford Avenue, but is taller, may be 
slightly later in date, and is situated on the corner. The building has an inverse C-shaped plan with a rear courtyard formed 
by two rear wings. It is eight bays wide and seven bays deep. The flat-roofed building is faced in red brick of varying hues 
laid in English bond. The building is capped with a projecting copper cornice with a brick parapet above it. The entry is 
located centrally on the façade, which faces west. The stone entry surround occupies three bays and consists of a doorway, 
flanked by windows; each separated by Ionic pilasters and topped with an entablature that includes a denticulated cornice. 
The windows at ground-story level have molded stone surrounds and patterned brick spandrel panels. Upper-story 
windows have brick lintels and stone sills; select windows are called out with full molded stone surrounds. Projecting 
stone string courses run between first and second-story level and between third and fourth-story level.  
 
 

LEFFERTS AVENUE 
 
22, 24, 28, and 30 Lefferts Avenue                             4 contributing buildings  
Date: ca. 1925  
These four duplexes are arranged in pairs, with each pair appearing as one free-standing building. Each duplex contains a 
single entrance, positioned in the bay immediately adjacent to the duplex with which it is paired. The buildings are located 
on the south side of Lefferts Avenue west of Washington Avenue. Each duplex is faced in red brick laid in Flemish bond 
and is four bays wide. The doors are each surmounted by a transom and a Classical entablature with a denticulated cornice 
(parts of the entry surround have been removed in 22 and 30 Lefferts Avenue). The entries are accessed by short brick 
stoops. The first-story windows are rectangular, topped with a sailor-course lintel. The second-story windows have stone 
sills and are topped with blind round arches with foliate ornamentation in bas relief; on 28 Lefferts Avenue, the round 
arches have been removed and replaced with sailor-course lintels. The flat roofs are fronted with a stepped and patterned 
brick parapet centered on the paired residences, featuring paired decorative rectangular panels with garlands.  A small 
yard is situated in front of the residence and a low brick wall with a metal picket fence runs along the front of the 
property. A metal gate aligns with a paved walkway accessing the entry.  
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50 Lefferts Avenue                    1 contributing building 
The Lefferts House        
Date: 1938 
Architect: J.W. Sherman, Architect 
Builder: Elberne Building Corporation   
Six-story brick apartment building with an H-plan designed in the Colonial Revival style with Georgian and Classical 
inspiration. It is similar in design and layout to its neighbor to the south at 101 Lincoln Road. The building is faced in red 
brick of various tones laid in common bond with brickwork quoins. The central bays are recessed, while flanking wings 
project. The central two bays are capped with a pedimented parapet with urn finials and feature a blind oculus in the 
gable. The same treatment is repeated on the inner bays of the wings. Flanking the central two bays are bow-front bays, 
giving the facade a dynamic appearance. The central entry has an elaborate Classical surround including a swan's neck 
pediment, sidelights, and pilasters, sheltered beneath a flat-roofed projecting entry porch with Tuscan columns supporting 
an entablature with a wide frieze.  
 
60 Lefferts Avenue (see 105 Lincoln Road)       
 
78 Lefferts Avenue (see 115 Lincoln Road)        
 
86 Lefferts Avenue (see 131 Lincoln Road)      
  
 
100 Lefferts Avenue                                            1 contributing building  
Date: 1929  
Architect: Boris W. Dorfman  
Builder: Gustave Kellner 
Large six-story Tudor Revival-style apartment building located on the south side of Lefferts Avenue west of Bedford 
Avenue. The building has an E-shaped plan with three wings extending from the rear. The facade is approximately eleven 
bays wide with the central three bays distinguished beneath a Tudor gable parapet parged in stucco. The first story of this 
central section features a rusticated stone-faced bow front with a crenelated parapet. The main entry comprises a Tudor 
arch and is flanked by pointed-arch windows. Flanking the gabled parapet are engaged round turrets which rise from the 
fourth-story level to a point above the parapet; they rise from rounded corbels. Similar though shorter corbel-based towers 
occupy outer bays. The outer bays are faced in stone at the lower levels. The third through fourth stories are faced in 
stucco.  
 
138, 142, 144, and 146 Lefferts Avenue                            4 contributing buildings 
Date: 1921   
Architect: Slee & Bryson 
Builder: Meade Realty Company 
A small grouping of four row houses on the south side of Lefferts Avenue between Rogers and Bedford Avenues, each 
building is two stories tall, faced in red brick laid in English cross bond. Each building has a flat roof with a short slope 
along the front end of the roof, clad in slate. A simplified Flemish gable parapet rises above the roof slopes at the western 
and eastern ends of the row; diamond-shaped ornamentation of patterned brickwork occupies the gable fields. Each 
building is three bays wide. A single-story enclosed shed-roofed porch runs the full width of the building. The entry is 
located within a Tudor arch, which is blind in most of the buildings although the arch has been fitted with a double-leaf 
glazed wood door and transom in the westernmost building. On the second story three rectangular windows are evenly 
spaced along the facade. The windows contain six-over-one-light sash.  
 
150 Lefferts Avenue                                            1 contributing building  
Date: 1939   
Architect: Seeling & Finkelstein 
Six-story apartment building faced in red brick laid in common bond, the design subtly references Georgian precedents. 
The facade is approximately ten bays wide with a central entry placed within a recessed blind arch of brickwork. The 
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entry is flanked by paired pilasters topped with an entablature; a round-arch window with a keystone rests atop it. The 
entry contains a modern door and sidelights and is accessed by a short flight of steps. It is flanked by tripartite windows, 
with paired windows on the outer bays. On the upper stories, the outer bays also contain paired windows while the other 
bays contain single windows. The central two windows on the second story feature keystones while the central two 
windows on the top story are topped with blind round arches with stucco-parged tympana and keystones. The building is 
topped with a brick parapet with small sections of turned balusters at the center. Windows throughout the building contain 
one-over-one-light sash. The rear of the building has a frontage on Lincoln Road with similar detailing to the front facade 
but without an entry. It is set back from Lincoln Road and eight bays wide on the rear elevation.  
 
158 to 216 Lefferts Avenue                            25 contributing buildings  
Date: 1905  
Architect: Frank S. Lowe 
Builder: Kingston Realty Company 
Twenty-five buildings lining the south side of Lefferts Avenue between Rogers and Bedford Avenues. The flat-roofed 
buildings are two stories tall with raised basements. They are faced in brick laid in running bond and feature stone trim. 
Two row house variations are represented in the row; one with buff brick facing and a bow front and the other with red 
brick facing and a three-sided angled bay window. The entries contain a door capped with a transom. The doors vary: 
some buildings have double-leaf glazed wood doors while others have a single wood door with a sidelight. Each building 
is capped with an entablature with an anthemion-studded frieze and foliate corbels. On the bow fronts, windows are 
separated by stylized Corinthian pilasters and a diamond-patterned motif decorates the spandrel panels. Leaded-glass 
transoms top the first-story windows. The windows above the entries have stone splayed lintels with pronounced 
keystones. The buildings are crowned with projecting pressed metal denticulated cornices. Windows contain one-over-
one-light sash. Low masonry stoops lead to the entries. Each row house has either a chain link fence or a low masonry 
wall running along the front of the property.  
 
242 to 304 Lefferts Avenue                            27 contributing buildings 
Date: 1905  
Architect: Frank S. Lowe 
Builder: Kingston Realty Company    
This contiguous row of residential buildings lines the south side of Lefferts Avenue between Rogers and Nostrand 
Avenues. The flat-roofed buildings are two stories tall with a raised basement. The buildings are clad in brick laid in 
running bond with limestone trim; the brick cladding varies in color, including red, buff and painted brick. Two row house 
variations are represented in the row; one with buff brick facing and a bow front and the other with red brick facing and a 
three-sided angled bay window. The entries contain paneled wood doors and transoms. They are capped with entablatures 
with anthemion-studded friezes with foliate corbels. Above the friezes, blind round arches are patterned to evoke scallop 
shells. On the bow fronts, windows are separated by stylized Corinthian pilasters and a diamond-patterned motif decorates 
the spandrel panels. Leaded-glass transoms top the first-story windows. The windows above the entries have a stone 
splayed lintel with a pronounced keystone. The buildings are crowned with a projecting pressed metal denticulated 
cornice. Windows contain one-over-one-light sash. Low masonry stoops lead to the entries.  
 
33 to 113 Lefferts Avenue                    31 contributing primary buildings 
Date: 1924       30 contributing secondary buildings (garages) 
Builder: A.B.C. Building Co. Inc. 
Paired residential buildings line the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Washington and Bedford Avenues. Each 
eclectic two-story two-bay residence is paired with another residence, forming a series of duplexes. On each unit of each 
duplex, a jerkinheaded roof clad in slate rises along the street frontage while a flat roof extends behind it, flanked by brick 
parapets on the side elevations. The buildings are faced in red brick laid in English bond with panels of decorative 
patterning. The entries are set within round-arched brick entryways. The second stories feature open balconies. Major 
alterations vary by building, but on some examples include the infill of the round-arched brick entryway and the window 
beside it, the replacement of the jerkinheaded roof or its roofing material, and alterations to the second story balcony 
railing and canopy. At the rear of each lot is a single-story flat-roofed one-car garage. The garages are paired, with each 
garage attached to a garage on the adjacent lot. The garage associated with No. 101 is no longer extant. 
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133 Lefferts Avenue                    1 contributing building 
Frances Court 
Date: ca. 1910 
A Renaissance Revival-style apartment building located on the northeast corner of Bedford and Lefferts Avenue. The 
building is four stories tall with a raised basement. It is approximately three bays wide and ten bays deep. The northern 
bay on the front (west) facade is canted; the southwest corner of the building features stone quoins. The building is faced 
in red brick laid in common bond; stone is used for the trim and as facing on the first story. The building has a flat roof 
with overhanging modillioned eaves on the front. An entry on the south elevation is topped with a large keystone, a 
projecting molded cornice, and a lintel incised with the words Frances Court. The entry has been partially infilled with 
brick and fitted with a smaller door than the original. Windows at second through fourth story levels have splayed stone 
lintels with keystones and contain one-over-one-light sash. The original lintels have been removed from many of the 
windows and patched with brick.  
 
139 to 217 Lefferts Avenue                            33 contributing buildings   
Date: 1906 
Architect: Frank S. Lowe 
Builder: Kingston Realty Company   
A row of contiguous buildings which lines the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. The 
flat-roofed buildings are two stories tall with raised basements. Two design variations are used in this row: one is faced in 
buff brick and has a bow front, while the other is faced in red brick trimmed with stone and has a three-sided angled bay. 
The typical entry contains a double-leaf door and transom and is capped with an entablature with an anthemion-studded 
frieze with foliate corbels. On the bow front examples, windows are separated by stylized Corinthian pilasters and a 
diamond-patterned motif decorates the spandrel panels. The window above the entry has a stone splayed lintel with a 
pronounced keystone. On the three-sided bay examples, windows have projecting egg-and-dart molded surrounds and a 
decorative scrollwork motif in bas relief decorates the spandrel panels. The first-story windows are topped with leaded-
glass transoms and second-story windows are capped with anthemion crests. The windows above the entries have stone 
splayed lintel with a pronounced keystone. In all variations, the buildings are topped with projecting pressed metal 
cornices and the windows typically contain one-over-one-light sash.  
 
241 to 301 Lefferts Avenue                            26 contributing buildings  
Date: 1905  
Architect: Frank S. Lowe 
Builder: Kingston Realty Company  
These row houses line the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Each flat-roofed row 
house is two stories tall with a raised basement. Two main design variations are used in this row: one is faced in buff brick 
and has a bow front, while the other is faced in red brick trimmed with stone and has a three-sided angled bay. A third 
variation is found in 271 and 273 Lefferts Avenue, which have no projecting bays and are faced in red brick with stone 
trim, featuring three-part windows with limestone surrounds on the second stories. The entries of each variation typically 
contain wood doors and transoms. On the bow-fronted examples, the entries are capped with entablatures with an 
anthemion-studded friezes with foliate corbels. Above the friezes, blind round arches are patterned to evoke scallop shells. 
On the bow fronts, windows are separated by stylized Corinthian pilasters and a diamond-patterned motif decorates the 
spandrel panels. The windows above the entries have stone splayed lintels with pronounced keystones. On the three-sided 
bay examples, windows have projecting egg-and-dart molded surrounds and a decorative scrollwork motif in bas relief 
decorates the spandrel panels. The first-story windows are topped with leaded-glass transoms and second-story windows 
are capped with anthemion crests. In all variations, the buildings are topped with projecting pressed metal cornices and the 
windows typically contain one-over-one-light sash. 
 
305, 307, and 309 Lefferts Avenue                             3 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1915 
Three row houses complete the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. The flat-roofed 
buildings are three stories tall and three bays wide with raised basements. They are faced in red brick laid in running bond 
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with limestone trim. Entries contain double-leaf glazed metal doors and transoms. They are surrounded by a limestone 
architraves capped with splayed lintels and keystones. The windows also have splayed stone lintels. The cornice of 305 
Lefferts Avenue has been replaced with a stucco cladding and a metal fence along the parapet. Windows on the row 
houses contain one-over-one-light sash. A short flight of three steps leads to each entry. A decorative iron fence runs 
along the front of each property. 
 

LINCOLN ROAD 
 
286 Lincoln Road (aka 290 Lincoln Road)                 1 contributing building  
Lincoln Terrace  
Date: 1922  
Four-story apartment building with an eclectic design that displays elements of the Neoclassical, Georgian Revival, and 
Arts and Crafts styles. The building has an H-shaped plan and a flat roof. It is faced in red brick laid in English bond. The 
facade faces north toward Lefferts Avenue and is seven bays wide with a double-width center bay. The building is 
symmetrically fenestrated with a large central segmental-arched doorway featuring a pronounced Neoclassical stone 
surround including pilasters and an entablature with a frieze inscribed with the building's name, "Lincoln Terrace." Above 
the entryway on the second story is a central window that emulates a Palladian window with a blind center element 
containing a diamond medallion. A similar diamond motif runs along the stepped parapet of the building which also 
features decorative terra-cotta panels.  
 
296 Lincoln Road                 1 contributing primary building   
Date: 1904             1 contributing secondary building (garage) 
 
Two-story wood-frame house located on the south side of Lincoln Road east of Rogers Avenue. The building has a front-
gable roof and a one-story full-width shed-roofed porch. The facade is approximately three bays wide. The entry occupies 
the western bay and contains a modern door. The porch is accessed by brick steps. At the first and second-story levels, a 
canted three-sided projecting bay contains windows on each side. A small oval window is located immediately west of the 
door. The front-gabled roof projects beyond the plane of the facade to the outer face of the projecting bay. A paired 
window with a molded wood lintel occupies the gable. The house is shown in a 1940 tax photo as being sided in wood 
shingles, windows are shown containing two-over-two-light sash and the porch is shown as supported by Classical 
columns. Today, the upper stories are clad in vinyl siding, the first story is clad in formstone, and the porch is supported 
by metal supports. The windows are one-over-one-light sash. A single-story hip-roofed ca. 1940 garage is located at the 
rear of the lot. 
 
300 to 318 Lincoln Road                                                      6 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1910   
This row of residential buildings is located on the south side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. 
Each flat-roofed row house is three stories tall and five bays wide. Faced in red brick laid in running bond, white brick is 
used in quoining along the corners of the building. The first story and foundation level are faced in stone. The central 
entry contains a modern door and transom. Windows occupy the two flanking bays with splayed stone lintels and 
pronounced keystones. The windows on the upper two stories have cap-molded stone lintels. A projecting pressed metal 
cornice features modillions and fielded rectangular panels (the cornice of 312 Lincoln Road has been removed). A metal 
fire escape is appended to the façade of 300 Lincoln Road. One building, 306 Lincoln Road, features geometric stone 
patterning around the upper-story windows. The row is interrupted by a vacant lot, formerly 316 Lincoln Avenue, 
currently used as a community garden. 
 
316 Lincoln Road – Vacant land [not counted] 
 
 
320 Lincoln Road           1 non-contributing building; postdates the period of significance 
Date: ca. 2020  
Four-story, two-bay wide apartment building faced in gray brick with a flat roof. The upper floors on the western bay 
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have balconies with glass panel railings.    
 
326 Lincoln Road                              1 non-contributing building; altered after the period of significance 
Date: ca. 1910    
This two-story wood-frame house has a rectangular plan with intersecting gable and hipped roofs. The building has an 
enclosed single-story hip-roofed porch running the full width of the first story. A three-sided bay projects from the west 
side of second story. The building has replacement windows and doors. It is sided in vinyl siding. A ca. 1940 tax 
photograph confirms that the building has been dramatically altered from its original design. It shows that the building 
was previously sided in wood shingles, the entry porch was open and supported by Classical columns, brackets decorated 
the eaves, and a twin-gable dormer rose from the front roof slope.  
 
330 Lincoln Road                    1 contributing building 
ca. 1910   
This two-story wood-frame house has a rectangular plan with intersecting gable and hipped roofs. The building has an 
enclosed single-story hip-roofed porch running the full width of the first story with red brick piers, vinyl siding and paired 
one-over-one-light windows. A three-sided projecting bay is found on the west side of second story. The building has 
replacement windows and doors. It is sided in vinyl siding. A ca. 1940 tax photograph confirms that the building has been 
altered from its original design: it was previously sided in wood shingles, the entry porch was enclosed with brick piers 
(as today) but included multi-light wood casement sash windows. However, the building retains its form, massing, and 
brick piers.  
 
332 and 334 Lincoln Road        2 non-contributing buildings; postdates the period of significance  
Date: 2005    
The two attached residential buildings are rectangular-plan flat-roofed buildings that are three stories tall and three bays 
wide. Faced in multi-colored brick, each building contains paired single-light windows and an entry at the ground story. 
Metal balcony railings surround the upper-story windows.  
 
 
336 and 338 Lincoln Road        2 non-contributing buildings; postdates the period of significance  
Date: 2016     
Two attached four-story, two-bay wide residential buildings, rectangular in plan with flat roofs. Faced in yellow brick and 
horizontal boards, they contain long narrow windows and an entry at the ground story.  
 
 
340 and 342 Lincoln Road                              2 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1905    
Two similar row houses are rectangular-plan flat-roofed buildings faced in buff brick laid in running bond. Each is two 
stories tall with a raised basement and a flat roof. A full-height three-sided projecting bay projects from the western 
portion of each facade. The entry of each is located at the first-story level in the eastern bay, accessed via a low stoop with 
metal railing. The entry, which contains a metal gate, is topped with a splayed lintel and keystone; a wide stone belt 
course intersects with it and continues across the facade to form the lintels of the first-story windows on the projecting 
bay. The upper story windows are topped with splayed stone lintels with keystones. A pressed-metal modillioned cornice 
caps the buildings. A metal picket fence runs along the property frontage.  
  
346 and 348 Lincoln Road                              2 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1901   
Two similar row houses rectangular in plan faced in limestone. Each is three stories tall with the first story presented as a 
raised basement. Each has flat roof with a pressed-metal modillioned cornice with a garland motif. The eastern portion of 
each facade projects as a bow front. The entries are located at the second-story level in the western bay of each facade, 
accessed via a tall masonry stoop with a metal railing. The entries, which contain double-leaf glazed wood doors, are 
flanked by stylized pilasters and topped with an entablature. The second-story bow front windows are topped with stained 
glass transoms and are separated by Corinthian pilasters. Foliate spandrel panels are placed at the base of the second and 
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third-story levels. A chain-link fence runs along the property frontage. Alternations include the removal of the stoop on 
348 Lincoln Road and its replacement with a basement-level entry surmounted by a balcony at the former location of the 
first-story entrance.  
 
396 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building  
Sisters of St Joseph Convent 
Date: ca. 1909 
Architect: William J. Ryan 
Three-story convent building located on the south side of Lincoln Road, on the grounds of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Blaise. The detached brick building is nine bays wide and faced in white brick laid in a 
common bond with the headers recessed or projecting to create a banded pattern. The building has a flat roof, with a small 
gabled parapet over the center bay. The building's rectangular windows are one-over-one-light sash and have stone sills. 
The ground floor entry is a round-arched opening containing double-leaf door and a stained-glass transom. The property is 
surrounded by an iron fence. 
 
432 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building  
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Academy  
Date: 1937 
An Art Deco-style three-story school building is on the south side of Lincoln Road, between New York and Nostrand 
Avenues. The building has a rectangular plan, with a long facade on Lincoln Road. The building is approximately fifteen 
bays wide and is faced in buff brick laid in common bond, with stone trim. It has a flat roof with a stepped parapet that 
rises over the third and thirteenth bays. The windows on these bays are narrow and paired, and the parapet is clad in 
stonework in a cross form.  The entry is at the western end of the facade, and is framed by stonework bearing the letters: 
SCHOOL ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI. The fenestration of the facade is symmetrical, consisting primarily of rectangular 
windows with stone sills, but also incorporating bands of five windows and small, narrow windows. 
 
440 Lincoln Road – vacant land (parking lot), not counted.  
 
57 Lincoln Road (also known as 1137 Washington Avenue)               1 contributing building   
Date: 1924  
Six-story apartment building on the northeast corner of Lincoln Road and Washington Avenue, with commercial uses on 
the first story on the Washington Avenue frontage (also known as 1137 Washington Avenue). The building has a roughly 
H-shaped plan with recessed entry courtyards on the south and west elevations. It is faced in buff and tan brick laid in 
Flemish bond with vertical expanses of stucco-parging and rusticated brickwork. The architecture was described as 
"Spanish" in a 1924 advertisement and with its stepped parapets, terra-cotta ornamentation, and rustication, it evokes both 
Spanish Mission and Spanish Baroque precedents. Windows in the end bays are paired and select windows are set apart 
with ornate terra-cotta surrounds featuring scrolls, cartouches, and urns. Some of the top story windows are capped with 
blind round-arches with medallions in the tympana and feature attenuated engaged Solomonic columns in terra cotta and 
sills evoking balconies. Horizontal bands of textured brickwork further enliven the facades. The storefronts along 
Washington Avenue are characterized by modern windows, signage, and awnings that have replaced or obscured earlier 
treatment.  
 
101 Lincoln Road                                1 contributing building   
Lincoln House 
Date: 1938 
Architect: J.W. Sherman, Architect 
Builder: Elberne Building Corporation  
Six-story brick apartment building with an H-plan, similar in design and layout to its neighbor to the north at 50 Lefferts 
Avenue. This building is designed in the Colonial Revival style with Georgian and Classical inspiration. The building is 
faced in red brick laid in common bond with brickwork quoins. The central bays are recessed, while flanking wings 
project. The central two bays are capped with a pedimented parapet with urn finials and feature a blind oculus in the 
gable. The same treatment is repeated on the inner bays of the wings. Flanking the central two bays are bow-front bays, 
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giving the facade a dynamic appearance. The central entry has an elaborate Classical surround sheltered beneath a flat-
roofed projecting entry porch with square columns supporting an entablature with a wide frieze. Some of the windows 
feature splayed stone lintels, others have blind round arches, while others comprise simple rectangular openings.  
 
105 Lincoln Road and 60 Lefferts Avenue                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1929  
Builder: Kellner & Anchell 
A connected pair of back-to-back apartment blocks, each six stories tall with a raised basement. Faced in buff brick laid in 
common bond, they are examples of the Art Deco style and have a distinct vertical emphasis. While no connection is 
visible from the street, aerial photographs indicate that they connect via a hyphen joining their rear elevations. The 
buildings are situated on a single tax lot and are both commonly referred to by the 105 Lincoln Road address. On each 
façade, attenuated projecting corbelled brick spires rise above the parapet, capped with angular stone finials. The parapet 
also incorporates perforated ornamentation. The H-plan blocks are approximately fifteen bays wide. There is no main 
entry visible on the 60 Lefferts Avenue building, while on the 105 Lincoln Road building, the main entry spans the central 
five bays. It features a wide vertically striated surround and a large cantilevered entry canopy. Windows are divided 
vertically by textured brick spandrel panels and contain one-over-one-light sash. While many of the windows are 
rectangular, the first-story windows are pointed-arch in shape and some of the second-story windows are round-arched.  
 
115 Lincoln Road and 78 Lefferts Avenue                            1 contributing building  
Date: ca. 1938  
Builder: Park Place Corporation 
Architect: Seelig & Finkelstein 
A connected pair of back-to-back six-story apartment blocks which share a tax lot; one faces Lefferts Avenue and the 
other Lincoln Road. While no connection is visible from the street, aerial photographs indicate that they connect via a 
hyphen joining their rear elevations. They are of a similar design and appear to have been constructed at the same time as 
a single complex. They are faced in red brick laid in common bond. Each block features a central two-bay recessed 
section flanked by wings that are each seven bays wide. Wide entries occupy the first stories of the central sections of 
each building. They have Classical surrounds comprising fluted pilasters and denticulated cornices. They contain wood 
doors and wide sidelights; the upper halves of these are glazed with rows of rectangular windows in an alternating pattern. 
The wings are capped with pediments that feature blind oculus apertures and are flanked by parapets with stone baluster 
railings.  
 
131 Lincoln Road and 86 Lefferts Avenue                1 contributing building   
Date: 1931  
Builder: Kellner & Anchell 
A connected pair of back-to-back six-story apartment blocks which share a tax lot; one faces Lefferts Avenue and the 
other Lincoln Road. While no connection is visible from the street, they appear to connect via rear hyphens. They are of a 
similar design and appear to have been constructed at the same time as a single complex. They are faced in buff brick laid 
in common bond. Each flat-roofed apartment block is ten bays wide and displays elements of the Art Deco style, 
incorporating Neo-Gothic motifs. Each has a flat roof with a complex parapeted roofline featuring finials capped in stone 
and steps perforated with lancet and circular apertures. Striated and corbelled brickwork creates textured facades. 
Horizontal striations at the first-story levels evoke rustication. Vertical striations between bays reinforce a vertical 
emphasis. On the Lincoln Road-facing block, a wide entryway occupies the central three bays of the facade, set within a 
wide, textured, curving surround and sheltered by a cantilevered canopy decorated with a triangle pattern. There appears 
to be no main entry on the Lefferts Avenue-facing block. Windows on both buildings contain one-over-one-light sash.  
 
145 Lincoln Road                    1 contributing building   
Date: 1929 
Architect: Boris W. Dorfman  
Builder: Gustave Kellner 
Six-story Tudor Revival-style apartment building is located on the south side of Lefferts Avenue west of Bedford Avenue. 
The building has an E-shaped plan with three wings extending from the rear. The facade is approximately twenty-two 
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bays wide and is faced in brown brick laid in Flemish bond. A central entry is located within a projecting stone-faced 
entry porch including a Tudor-arched doorway flanked by. The first story of this central section features a rusticated 
stone-faced bow front with a crenelated parapet. The main entry comprises a Tudor arch and is flanked by pointed-arch 
windows and capped with a decoratively carved stone parapet. Round and octagonal attenuated spires rise from rounded 
corbels that project mid-way up the facade. The roofs or the turrets are clad in slate and metal. Sections of the facade are 
faced in stucco with a half-timbered treatment. Along the roofline, a faux gable roof appears to be clad in asphalt shingles 
 
155 Lincoln Road                 1 contributing primary building   
Grace Reformed Church Parsonage                     1 contributing secondary building (garage) 
ca. 1900  
The parsonage associated with Grace Reformed Church (immediately to the east) is a two-story wood-frame building with 
a cross-gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. The first story appears to be clad in clapboard while the upper stories are clad 
in wood shingles. A full-width front porch includes a pedimented entry bay and is supported by Classical columns. At the 
second-story level, bay windows project from the outer bays. An overhanging eave projects over the second story from 
the gable soffit above. Three small windows at the gable level are separated by a wavy wall surface. One-over-one-light 
windows are found throughout the building. A single-story flat-roofed ca. 1940 garage is located northeast of the 
parsonage; it appears to be of concrete construction and has a single garage door on the south elevation.  
 
163-171 Lincoln Road (also known as 1800 Bedford Avenue)                1 contributing building 
The Grace Reformed Church  
Date: 1893   
Architect: George Morse 
Located on the northwest corner of Bedford Avenue and Lincoln Road, Grace Reformed Church is an intact late 
nineteenth century church building, surrounded by a small, landscaped yard; an associated Sunday School in a similar 
style is located immediately to the north. The building is faced in tan brick laid in running bond with stone and terra-cotta 
trim. The building is oriented south towards Lincoln Road and has an asymmetrical cruciform plan with an apse at the 
north, a tower at the southeast corner, and a shorter, square tower with a pyramidal roof at the southwest corner. The 
central section of the south facade between the two towers contains three round-arched entries containing paneled double-
leaf doors surmounted by half-round sunburst transoms. The entries are separated by stone pilasters and are accessed via a 
single flight of wide stone steps. Above the entries is a rose window with a molded and bracketed surround. The main 
tower features round-arched windows with multi-light wood sash. It is topped with a belfry featuring round-arched open 
apertures with ornate lintels flanked by pilasters and set within pedimented surrounds. Ornate stone finials cap with corner 
of the tower. The spire is topped with a conical roof clad in slate. The east elevation features a loggia formed of an arcade 
comprising octagonal stone columns with round-arched spans. Round-arched windows featuring figurative stained glass 
are visible within it. The east transept features a three stained-glass round-arched windows topped with two circular 
windows, united within a larger blind round-arch surround. The building appears to retain a high level of historic integrity.  
  
163-171 Lincoln Road (also known as 1800 Bedford Avenue)                                       1 contributing building   
The Grace Reformed Church Sunday School 
Date: 1903 – 1904 
Architect: George Morse 
Located on the southwest corner of Bedford and Lefferts Avenues, the Sunday School associated with Grace Reformed 
Church (immediately to the south), is a two-story building faced in tan brick laid in running bond with terra-cotta trim. 
The building is oriented east towards Bedford Avenue and has a cruciform plan with a projecting pedimented central 
section. It is capped with a hipped roof and low octagonal cupola. A brick and terra-cotta cornice with returns features a 
pointed-arch motif and corbelled brick dentils. The projecting central section contains a central entry sheltered by a 
pentice roof supported by projecting corbels. The entry is flanked by narrow lancets with brick lintels. Above, at second-
story level, is a rose window with stone tracery. Round-arched windows with brick lintels contain multi-light wood sash. 
Round arches flanking the central entry are blind. The cupola is faced in wood, features three narrow round-arched 
windows on each face, and is capped with a metal finial. The building appears to retain a high level of historic integrity.  
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177, 179, 181, and 183 Lincoln Road                 4 contributing buildings  
Date: 1905   
Architect: Albert Ullrich 
A row of four similar buildings (two pairs of buildings) on the north side of Lincoln Road between Bedford Avenue and 
Rogers Avenue. The buildings are three stories tall with high raised basements. The buildings are faced in red Roman 
brick and trimmed with stone. Each building faces south and is three bays wide, with two bays of each occupied by a 
three-sided bay window or a bow-fronted bay, varying by building. The entries occupy the elevated first story, accessed 
via a high stone stoop with massive solid, rounded masonry railing. The door of each building has an elaborate Classical 
stone surround including pilasters, a wide frieze with and a pediment. The raised basement level is faced in ashlar. Stone 
is also used in quoins at the corners of the building, belt courses, and in keystones on the splayed brick lintels accenting 
each of the rectangular windows. A pressed metal modillioned cornice caps each building. A low masonry wall and metal 
picket fence runs along the frontage of each property. The corner building, 177 Lincoln Road, is approximately four bays 
deep with a two-story flat-roofed rear addition adding three bays of depth. A single-story single-bay flat-roofed historic 
brick garage addition is appended on the rear of the building and faces west towards Bedford Avenue. 
 
185, 187, 189, and 191 Lincoln Road                             4 contributing buildings 
Date: 1895 
Architect: August Nordberg 
These four Romanesque Revival-style row houses are located on the north side of Lincoln Road between Bedford Avenue 
and Rogers Avenue. Each is two stories tall with a high raised basement. The basement story and first story of each is 
faced in brownstone, while the upper story is faced in tan-colored Roman brick. The facades are three bays wide. Two 
variations on the design alternate in an A-B-A-B pattern, the first incorporating a full-height three-sided projecting bay on 
the east side while the other features a full-height bow front on the east side. The entry of each occupies the western bay 
of the elevated first story, accessed via a stone stoop with massive rusticated masonry railing, which turns to form a low 
wall parallel to the sidewalk. Each entry is a round-arched opening with a stone archivolt springing from intricately carved 
brownstone corbels. Each contains a double-leaf glazed door and transom. The rectangular windows have rusticated 
brownstone lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. The first-story windows are topped with stained-glass transoms. 
Pressed metal molded and denticulated cornices with a foliate friezes cap the buildings. 
 
199, 201, 203 and 205 Lincoln Road                 4 contributing buildings   
Date: 1897  
Architect: Lawton & Field  
A row of similar residential buildings lines the north side of Lincoln Road between Bedford Avenue and Rogers Avenue. 
Each building is two stories tall with a high raised basement. The facades are faced in stone, which has a smooth finish 
with sections of rustication at each story level. The facades incorporate full-height projecting bays, alternating between 
bow fronts and three-sided fronts across the grouping. The entry of each occupies the western bay of the elevated first 
story, accessed via a stone stoop with massive rusticated masonry railing, which turns to form a low wall parallel to the 
sidewalk. The entry aperture has rounded corners, is flanked by pilasters, and contains a double-leaf wood paneled door 
and transom. Each of the rectangular windows contains one-over-one-light sash. A pressed metal modillioned cornice 
with a wreath and swag pattern on the frieze caps the row of buildings. 
 
207 to 255 Lincoln Road                22 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1900  
Architect: Axel S. Hedman   
These row houses line the north side of Lincoln Road between Bedford Avenue and Rogers Avenue. The buildings are 
two stories tall with high raised basements. The façade of each is faced in brownstone. Each building has an entry in the 
west bay and a three-sided projecting bay to the east. The entry of each occupies the western bay of the elevated first 
story, accessed via a stone stoop with a rusticated masonry railing, which turns to form a low wall parallel to the sidewalk. 
The entry of each has a molded surround and cornice and contains a double-leaf glazed wood door and transom. Each of 
the rectangular windows contains one-over-one-light sash. Decorative panels with bas-relief foliate carving ornament the 
facade. A pressed metal modillioned cornice with a wreath and swag pattern on the frieze caps the row of buildings. 
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287 to 309 Lincoln Road                         10 contributing buildings   
Date: 1904   
The row houses that line the north side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues are a series of contiguous 
three-story buildings faced in limestone. Each has a projecting bay on the western half of the façade and an entry to the 
east. There are two variations in design, one with a three-sided projecting bay and the other with a bow front. The four 
bow-fronted row houses are centrally grouped in the row, with three row houses with three-sided projecting bays grouped 
on either side of them. The entry of each occupies the eastern bay and is accessed via a masonry stoop. The entry has a 
molded stone hood with an egg-and-dart molding supported on corbels. Elaborate spandrel panels with wreaths and foliate 
ornamentation in bas-relief decorate the projecting bay. At the upper story level, windows are set within molded surrounds 
and embellished with garlands and foliate keystones. The pressed metal cornice features modillions and a swag motif.  
 
315 Lincoln Road                                1 contributing building   
Date: 1907 
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown    
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard; it is clad in 
pantiles and capped with a metal picket parapet railing. Two windows which project from the facade to emulate dormers 
are located at fourth-story level. These are paired, flanked by pilasters,  and topped with a segmental-arched pediment 
with cartouches and foliate ornamentation in the tympana. The building is faced in light colored brick with stone trim. The 
round-arched central entry is flanked by Ionic pilasters and topped with an entablature that features triglyphs and guttae.  
The entry is flanked with paired windows with wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have molded 
surrounds and keystones, while at third-story level, segmental-arched windows have splayed lintels decorated with 
keystones and swags. Windows are one-over-one-light sash.  
  
319 Lincoln Road                                1 contributing building   
Date: 1907  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown   
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in an newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard; formerly clad 
in pantiles (now in vinyl siding) it is capped with a metal parapet railing. Two windows, which project from the facade to 
emulate dormers are located at fourth-story level. These are located in gable-roofed projections, flanked with pilasters, 
and clad in vinyl siding. The building is faced in orange brick with stone trim. The central entry is topped with an 
entablature with a blind frieze supported by large scroll brackets.  The entry is flanked with paired windows with wide 
stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have molded shouldered surrounds; while at third-story level, windows 
have splayed lintels decorated with anthemion ornaments. Windows are one-over-one-light sash.  
 
323 Lincoln Road                    1 contributing building   
Date: 1907  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown  
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard; it is clad in 
pantiles and capped with a metal picket parapet railing. Two windows, which project from the facade to emulate dormers 
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are located at fourth-story level. These are paired and set within gable-roofed projections, which appear to be clad in vinyl 
siding. The building is faced in light colored brick with stone trim. The round-arched central entry is flanked by Ionic 
pilasters and topped with an entablature that features triglyphs and guttae.  The entry is flanked with paired windows with 
wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have molded surrounds and keystones; while at third-story level, 
segmental-arched windows have splayed lintels decorated with keystones and swags. Windows contain one-over-one-light 
sash.  
 
329 Lincoln Road     1 non-contributing building; postdates period of significance  
Date: 2012    
Six-story apartment building with a flat roof and a rectangular plan. It is three bays wide, with a central entry sheltered by 
an entry porch that draws on Classical design precedents. The lower two floors are given a rusticated treatment with 
scored stucco or concrete emulating stone blocks. The upper stories are clad in brick. Rectangular fielded panels of stucco 
form a cornice and similar panels on the corners of the building evoke quoins.  
 
333 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1907  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown   
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard; it is clad in 
pantiles. Two windows, which project from the facade to emulate dormers are located at fourth-story level. These are 
paired, flanked by pilasters and topped with a segmental-arched pediment with cartouches and foliate ornamentation in the 
tympana. The building is faced in light colored brick with stone trim. The round-arched central entry is flanked by Ionic 
pilasters and topped with an entablature that features triglyphs and guttae.  The entry is flanked with paired windows with 
wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have molded surrounds and keystones; while at third-story level, 
segmental-arched windows have splayed lintels decorated with keystones and swags. Windows are one-over-one-light 
sash.  
 
337 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1907   
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown   
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard. Two 
windows, which project from the facade to emulate dormers are located at fourth-story level. These are located in gable-
roofed projections and flanked with pilasters, with cartouches and foliate ornamentation in the pediment. The building is 
faced in light-colored brick with stone trim. The central entry is topped with an entablature supported by large scroll 
brackets. The entry is flanked with paired windows with wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have 
molded shouldered surrounds; while at third-story level, windows have splayed lintels decorated with sunburst ornaments. 
Windows are one-over-one-light sash.  
 
341 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1907 
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown    
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District  Kings County, New York 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

19 
 

Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story evokes a mansard; it is clad in 
pantiles and capped with a metal picket parapet railing. Two windows, which project from the facade to emulate dormers 
are located at fourth-story level. These are paired, flanked by pilasters and topped with a segmental-arched pediment with 
cartouches and foliate ornamentation in the tympana. The building is faced in red brick with stone trim. The round-arched 
central entry is flanked by Ionic pilasters and topped with an entablature that features triglyphs and guttae.  The entry is 
flanked with paired windows with wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows have molded surrounds and 
keystones; while at third-story level, segmental-arched windows have splayed lintels decorated with keystones and swags. 
Windows are six-over-six-light sash.  
 
347 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1907  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown   
A freestanding residential building that is one of two groups of four similar buildings on the north side of Lincoln Road 
between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. Described in a newspaper advertisement immediately after its construction in 
1907 as a "handsome apartment house," designed by Benjamin Driesler, the four-story building is eclectic in style with 
Renaissance Revival and Neoclassical influences. A faux pitched roof on the fourth story, clad in slate, evokes a mansard. 
Two windows, which project from the facade to emulate dormers are located at fourth-story level. These are located in 
gable-roofed projections and flanked with pilasters, with cartouches and foliate ornamentation in the pediment. The 
building is faced in light-colored brick with stone trim. The central entry is topped with an entablature supported by large 
scroll brackets.  The entry is flanked with paired windows with wide stone lintels. At the second-story level, windows 
have molded shouldered surrounds; while at third-story level, windows have splayed lintels decorated with sunburst 
ornaments. Windows are one-over-one-light sash.  
  
349 Lincoln Road                                            1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1905   
Architect: Benjamin Driesler 
Builder: W.A.A. Brown  
This two-story residential building with a raised basement is of a similar style to many of the row houses in the area, but is 
a freestanding house that is not part of a row. The building is faced in yellow brick laid in running bond with stone trim. It 
has a bow front on the eastern side with an entry on the first story of the western side. The entry is accessed by a masonry 
stoop. It contains a double-leaf wood paneled door and is set within a Classical surround consisting of Corinthian columns 
and an entablature with a denticulated cornice. The windows on the bow front are set within a single stone surround with a 
molded cornice and stylized fluted pilasters with scroll brackets at the tops. The upper-story windows are set within 
shouldered stone surrounds with pronounced keystones. A pressed metal cornice with modillion brackets projects from 
the at the top of the facade.      
 
371 Lincoln Road     1 non-contributing building; postdates period of significance 
Date: 2019 
The five-story building has a glass curtain wall on the upper stories and powder-coated panel cladding. 
 
 
373 Lincoln Road     1 non-contributing building; postdates period of significance 
Date: 2019 
The four-story, two-bay wide building is clad in stone and metal panels. The building is set back slightly from the 
sidewalk behind a grass yard and metal fence. 
 
 
375 to 421 Lincoln Road                          20 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1910 
Row houses along the north side of Lincoln Road between New York and Nostrand Avenues are two stories tall with 
raised basements. They are faced in red brick laid in a common bond and have pressed metal cornices, block modillions 
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and a swag motif ornament the frieze of the cornice. A bowed bay projects from the eastern side of each facade. The entry 
of each row house occupies its western bay and consists of a door with a transom beneath a projecting crown molding and 
brackets. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash and have quarry-faced stone sills and lintels. Each building has a 
small front yard and an iron fence. 
 
 

MAPLE STREET 
 
232 and 236 Maple Street               2 contributing primary buildings  
  1 contributing secondary building (garage); 1 non-contributing secondary building (garage) 
Date: ca. 1920   
A pair of two-story row houses designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The western house (No. 232) is faced in 
red brick laid in common bond; the eastern house (No. 236) is faced in formstone, which obscures the original brick. Each 
building has a flat roof with a stepped parapet and a projecting pantile-clad projection evoking an overhanging roof. An 
enclosed porch with a similar pantile-clad roof spans the full width of the first story. The round-arched entryway occupies 
the western bay of the first story and is accessed via a short flight of brick steps. A tripartite window is located east of the 
entry. This window and a central tripartite window at second-story level contains six-over-one-light sash. Patterned 
brickwork with stone accents surrounding the second-story windows emulated a series of round arches with keystones. A 
low brick wall and iron fence run along the front of the property. A ca. 1920 single-story brick garage, only partially 
visible, is located at the rear of each lot. The garage behind No. 236 has a flat roof while that behind No. 232 has been 
altered with a hipped roof (apparently after 1980, based on aerial and tax photographs). 
 
242 Maple Street                                            1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1915   
A detached two-story wood-frame house with a front-gable roof and dormers on the east and west roof slopes. A tripartite 
gable window appears to retain multi-light sash. The eastern section of the facade is a canted three-bay projection. The 
entry occupies the western bay of the first story. A full-width porch and second-story balcony are supported by metalwork 
piers. The balcony is clad in vinyl siding. A ca. 1940 tax photo indicates that the house was originally clad in wood 
shingles and that the porch was supported by Classical columns.  
 
 
246 Maple Street           1 non-contributing building; postdates the period of significance 
Date: 2020    
The four-story five-bay residential building is parged in stucco and has a metal railing along the perimeter of the flat roof. 
A wooden privacy fence encloses a small front yard.  
 
 
250 Maple Street                                            1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1930    
This large H-plan Tudor Revival-style apartment building is four stories tall and approximately thirteen bays wide. It is 
faced in red and black brick of varying hues laid in a variety of bonds, including Flemish bond on the first story and 
central bays with a diamond diapering pattern on the outer bays. The outer two bays project slightly and are capped with a 
crenelated parapet with pointed-arch brickwork along the base and a shield medallion on the face of each. The outer bays 
have the appearance of towers, while the central bay is distinguished with a stepped gable parapet with shield medallions 
and an open pointed arch at the apex. The central entry, a Tudor arch with stone keying, contains a double-leaf glazed 
door with a diamond-pane transom. It is set within a crenelated entry porch with stone coping, a shield medallion and 
buttresses. Windows are symmetrically arranged on the facade: some are paired while others are singular; some have 
pointed arches with brick label molding. Windows contain one-over-one-light sash. A faux roof slope along the eaves 
between parapeted sections is currently clad in asphalt shingles, replacing original slate.  
 
254 to 280 Maple Street                         12 contributing buildings 
Date: 1907    
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These row houses, which line the south side of Maple Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues, are two stories tall 
with raised basements. They are faced in yellow brick laid in running bond and lighter-colored brick is used for quoining 
at the corners of the building. The buildings alternate in an A-B-A-B pattern, with the A design featuring a three-sided 
canted bay that projects from the eastern side of the façade, and the B design featuring of a bow front that occupies the 
eastern side of the facade. The entry of each row house occupies the western bay. It consists of a wood door with a 
transom in a molded surround sheltered by a flat-roofed entry porch. The porch of each row house features columns and 
an entablature. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash and are topped with splayed stone lintels with keystones. A 
pressed metal cornice with modillions, dentils, and garlands, ornaments the eaves of the building.  A metal fence runs 
along the property frontage.  
 
288 Maple Street                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1938   
This H-plan brick apartment building is six stories tall and approximately thirteen bays wide. The Colonial Revival-style 
building has a flat roof with a brick parapet with stone finials and stone panels with a design emulating balusters in bas 
relief. The building is faced in red brick of varying hues laid in common bond. The central entry is capped by an elliptical-
arched opening with a brick keystone. A single-bay projecting entry porch is half-round in plan with a flat roof topped 
with a cornice and a metal railing. It is supported by square columns with Corinthian pilasters flanking the doorway. The 
fenestration of the facade is symmetrical, consisting primarily of rectangular windows with brick lintels, but also 
incorporating paired windows, round-arched lintels, flat-arched windows with keystones, and small, narrow windows in 
select locations (including the central bay).  
 
316, 318, and 320 Maple Street                 3 contributing buildings  
Date: ca. 1900 
A row of three identical residential buildings lines the south side of Maple Street between New York and Nostrand 
Avenues. Each row house is three stories tall with a raised basement. Each is faced in brownstone, which features floral-
motif panels beneath windows, and a pressed metal cornice with modillions, egg-and-dart, and garlands ornaments the 
eaves of each building. A three-sided canted bay projects from the eastern side of each façade. The entries consist of 
double-leaf glazed wood doors with transoms in molded surrounds that feature an acanthus motif on the entablatures. The 
windows contain one-over-one-light sash. The windows over the entries have molded surrounds. A brownstone staircase 
extends from the sidewalk to the front door. 
  
324 to 336 Maple Street                                         7 contributing buildings  
Date: 1925 
This row of buildings is located on the south side of Maple Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues. Each 
building is faced in red and buff brick laid in common bond. The buildings are two bays wide with flat roofs and stepped 
parapets. The entry of each includes a round-arched door framed by sidelights. In the westernmost six buildings, the 
entries are set adjacent to each other, flanked by the single windows of each building on the first story. On the easternmost 
building, the eastern bay contains the entrance. The first-floor story windows are grouped in threes and set within a blind 
segmental arch. On the second story, windows of the bay above the door are paired while windows above the lower bay 
containing three windows also contain three windows with stone sills surmounted by continuous sailor-course lintels. The 
windows contain one-over-one light sash. A small yard is situated in front of each building and an iron fence runs along 
the front of each property. 
  
340, 352, and 362 Maple Street                 3 contributing buildings  
Date: 1931 
This group of three H-plan brick apartment buildings is designed in the Colonial Revival style. Each building is four 
stories tall and approximately fourteen bays wide with a flat roof and brick parapet with stone accents. Each building is 
faced in red brick of varying hues laid in Flemish bond. The central entry of each building consists of a segmental arch 
framed with paired fluted pilasters and an entablature bearing the letters: MAPLE TERRACE. The fenestration of the 
facades is symmetrical, consisting primarily of rectangular windows with stone sills, but also incorporating paired 
windows, round-arched lintels, and small, narrow windows in select locations.   
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225 Maple Street                    1 contributing building  
Date: ca. 1905    
This two-story row house with raised basement is similar in design to many of its Renaissance Revival-style row houses 
in the area but is a single, freestanding example. The building is three bays wide with a flat roof and a pressed metal 
modillioned cornice. It is faced in light-colored brick laid in running bond. The western half of the building projects as a 
two-sided canted bay. The entry occupies the east bay of the first story and is accessed by a low masonry stoop. It 
contains double-leaf glazed wood doors and a transom and has a Classical stone surround including Ionic pilasters and an 
entablature. Windows throughout the facade have splayed stone lintels with keystones and contain one-over-one-light 
sash.  
 
229 and 233 Maple Street    2 non-contributing buildings; postdate period of significance   
Date: 1988   
Two attached residential buildings constructed in 1988, each building has a low hipped roof and a rectangular plan. Each 
building is three stories tall and two bays wide, faced in yellow brick laid in running bond. The fenestration on the facades 
is asymmetrical with paired windows on the upper two stories. On the first story, a doorway occupies the eastern bay of 
each building, and a garage entry occupies the western bay. 
 
237 Maple Street – Vacant land [not counted] 
 
 
249 Maple Street                       1 contributing primary building  
Date: ca. 1905                 1 non-contributing secondary building (garage) 
This two-story wood-frame Queen Anne-style dwelling is located on the north side of Maple Street east of Rogers 
Avenue. The building has a larger lot than most in the neighborhood, enclosed with a low brick wall and metal picket 
fence, with a driveway and parking area situated to the west of the house. The dwelling has a cross-gable roof with a two-
story three-sided projecting bay on the south facade. A single-story round porch with a conical roof projects from the 
southwest corner of the house, resembling an attached gazebo. This feature has turned wood posts on a low brick wall. 
Originally clad in wood clapboard (based on a 1940 tax photo), the house now appears to be clad in vinyl siding. The 
windows contain one-over-one-light sash. A single-story brick garage is located at the rear of the lot; it was likely added 
in the third quarter of the twentieth century.   
  
251 Maple Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1905    
This two-story wood-frame house has a rectangular plan and a hipped roof with a hipped dormer on the east roof slope. A 
full-width hip-roofed porch projects from the first story of the facade. The eastern section of the facade features a three-
sided projecting bay. A gable-roofed dormer with a pointed arched gable field projects from the front roof slope and 
contains a paired window. Windows throughout the facade are one-over-one-light sash. The entry occupies the west bay. 
The house was originally clad in wood shingles (based on a 1940 tax photograph) but is currently clad in asbestos 
shingles.  
 
255 Maple Street     1 contributing building; 1 contributing secondary building (garage)   
Date: ca. 1905    
This two-story wood-frame house has a rectangular plan and a front-gable roof with a hipped dormer on the east roof 
slope and two shed-roofed dormers on the west roof slope. A full-width shed-roofed porch projects from the first story of 
the facade supported by metal piers. The eastern section of the facade features a three-sided projecting bay. Windows 
throughout the facade contain one-over-one-light sash. The entry occupies the west bay. The house was originally clad in 
wood shingles (based on a 1940 tax photograph) but is currently clad in vinyl siding. A chain-link fence runs along the 
front of the property. A single-story garage with a hipped roof clad in asphalt shingles is partially visible at the rear of the 
lot.   
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259 Maple Street     1 contributing building; 1 contributing secondary building (garage)  
Date: ca. 1905    
This two-story wood-frame house has a rectangular plan and a hipped roof. A full-width hip-roofed porch projects from 
the first story of the facade. The eastern section of the facade features a three-sided projecting bay. A gable-roofed dormer 
projects from the front roof slope and contains a paired window with six-over-six-light wood sash. Windows throughout 
the facade contain similar wood sash; a small window on the second story of the projecting bay contains six-light wood 
sash. The entry occupies the west bay. The house was originally clad in wood shingles (based on a 1940 tax photograph) 
but is currently clad in vinyl siding. A metal picket fence runs along the property frontage. A single-story garage with a 
hipped roof clad in asphalt shingles is partially visible at the rear of the lot.   
  
263 to 281 Maple Street                                     10 contributing buildings  
Date: 1907    
A row of residential buildings that line the north side of Maple Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. The 
buildings that comprise the row exhibit two alternating designs arranged in an A-B-A-B pattern, with design A featuring a 
three-sided canted bay projecting from the eastern side of the façade, and design B featuring a bow front projecting from 
the eastern side of the facade. The row houses are two stories tall with a raised basement. They are faced in yellow brick 
laid in running bond and lighter-colored brick is used for quoining at the corners of the buildings. The entry occupies the 
western bay. It consists of a wood paneled door topped with a transom in a molded surround sheltered by a flat-roofed 
entry porch. The porch features Tuscan columns and an entablature with spindlework along the eaves; it stands on a low 
brick wall. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash with stained-glass transoms and are topped with splayed stone 
lintels with keystones. A pressed metal cornice with modillions, dentils, and garlands, ornaments the eaves. The overall 
integrity of the row is relatively high; however, alterations vary by row house and include replacement of the porch railing 
and posts with brickwork, and removal of the spindlework on the porch.    
 
283 and 285 Maple Street                              2 contributing buildings  
Date: ca. 1910    
Two row houses that are two stories tall with raised basements. They are faced in red brick (285 Maple is currently 
painted) laid in running bond. A three-sided canted bay projects from the eastern side of each façade while an entry, 
accessed by a short stoop, occupies the western bay. The entry of 283 Maple Street contains glazed double leaf doors, 
while the entry of 285 Maple Street has a single paneled wood door; both are topped with transoms. The entry and the 
upper story windows are topped with splayed stone lintels with keystones. A wide stone belt course at first story level runs 
the full width of the facade, forming lintels for the first-story windows. The windows are one-over-one-light sash. A 
pressed metal cornice with modillions ornaments the eaves.  
 
287 and 289 Maple Street          2 non-contributing buildings; postdate the period of significance 
Date: 2017 
Two attached residential apartment buildings on the north side of Maple Street west of Nostrand Avenue are four stories 
tall with a flat roof topped with a brick parapet and metal railing. The façade of each is faced in red brick laid in running 
bond and is approximately three bays wide. The windows are long and narrow, reinforcing the buildings’ vertical 
emphasis.  
 
295 Maple Street                    1 contributing building  
St. Francis Hall  
Date: 1938 
Six-story brick apartment building with a square plan, located at the corner of Maple Street and Nostrand Avenue, 
designed in the Colonial Revival style with Georgian and Classical inspiration. The building is faced in red brick laid in 
common bond with brickwork string courses over the first, fourth, and sixth stories. On the primary Maple Street facade, 
the upper stories of the central bays are recessed, while flanking wings project. On the facade, two wings are capped with 
a pedimented parapet and feature a blind oculus in the gable. The treatment is repeated on the east elevation. The central 
entry has an elaborate Classical surround with a scrolled pediment over the door. The ground story windows on the facade 
feature blind round-arches, others have blind round arches, while the upper windows comprise simple rectangular 
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openings. On Nostrand Avenue, the east elevation is articulated by brickwork pilasters and quoins. While the Maple Street 
façade is purely residential in character, the ground story of the Nostrand Avenue elevation accommodates a series of 
modern storefronts. An April 3, 1938 advertisement in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle refers the opening of the building, calling 
it St. Francis Hall.  
 
319 Maple Street                    1 contributing building 
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory 
ca. 1900 
This three-story rectory building is located on the north side of Maple Street, on the grounds of the Roman Catholic 
Church of Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Blaise. The detached brick building is four bays wide on its facade on Maple 
Street, with the two northern bays slightly recessed and narrower than the primary western bays. The building is faced in 
red brick laid in a running bond with stone trim and a pressed metal block modillion cornice. The building has a flat roof, 
with a gabled parapet on the facade surmounting the two primary bays. The building's rectangular windows have stone 
sills and lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. The ground floor appears to be an enclosed porch infilled with red 
brick laid in an English bond, modern replacement windows and door, and a tile-clad shed roof. 
 
335 Maple Street                    1 contributing building 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Center 
Date: 1909 
This two-story former school building is located on the north side of Maple Street, on the grounds of the Roman Catholic 
Church of Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Blaise. The detached brick building is seven bays wide and faced in white 
brick laid in a running bond with a block modillion pressed metal cornice. The building has a flat roof, with a stepped 
parapet over the center bay that supports a cross. The building's rectangular windows have continuous stone sills and stone 
splayed keystones and cornerstones, and contain one-over-one-light sash. The ground floor entry is framed by brickwork 
and a stone entablature with the lettering "ST FRANCIS SCHOOL". The opening contains a double-leaf door and a 
transom. The property is surrounded by an iron fence. 
 
343 to 359 Maple Street                             8 contributing buildings 
Date: Ca. 1911 
These row houses, which line the north side of Maple Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues, are two stories 
tall with raised basements. They are faced in buff brick and have pressed metal cornices with block modillions and a sash 
motif ornamenting the eaves of the buildings. A bowed bay projects from the western side of each facade. An entry 
occupies the eastern bay of each and consists of a double-leaf glass and wood door with a transom beneath a molded 
entablature supported on brackets. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash and have stone sills and molded stone 
lintels. A brick staircase extends from the sidewalk to the front door in two tiers; the upper tier has brownstone railings. A 
brick retaining wall runs along the front of each property. 
 
361 Maple Street                                            1 contributing building 
Date: 1928 
This H-plan brick apartment building is four stories tall and approximately fourteen bays wide. The Colonial Revival-style 
building has a flat roof with a brick parapet with stone accents. The building is faced in buff brick laid in Flemish bond. 
The central entry is a segmental-arched framed with paired fluted pilasters and an entablature bearing the letters: ROJAN 
APTS. The fenestration of the facade is symmetrical, consisting primarily of rectangular windows with stone sills, but 
also incorporating paired windows, round-arched lintels, and small, narrow windows in select locations. This building is 
identical in design to the three apartment buildings directly across the street known as Maple Terrace.   
  
 

MIDWOOD STREET 
 
230 Midwood Street                                            1 contributing building   
Date: 1909 
Architect: F.L. Hine 
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Two-story bow-front row house is three bays wide, with a raised-stoop entry occupying the eastern bay. The double-door 
entry has a bracketed entry hood and retains the original wood and glass doors. The building is capped by a pressed-metal 
cornice with classically-inspired motifs including floral swags, egg and dart molding, and scrolled modillions. The 
windows are modern replacements.  
 
232 and 234 Midwood Street                  2 contributing buildings  
Date: 1907 
Architect: F.L. Hine 
Two-story row houses, companions of 230 Midwood Street which has a slightly different design. Each building is three 
bays wide, with a raised-stoop entry occupying the eastern bay. The double-door entry has a bracketed entry hood and 
retains the original wood and glass doors. The western bay of each projects with three canted sides. Limestone belt 
courses extend across the facade and form the window sills and lintels on the second floor. The buildings are capped by a 
pressed-metal cornice with Classically-inspired motifs including floral swags and scrolled modillions.  
 
242 Midwood Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: 1896 
Architect: Charles Fauger    
A two-story plus attic wood-frame house designed in the Queen Anne style, the house has a roughly rectangular plan with 
a cross-gable roof. The facade has a front-gable section on the eastern portion of the facade. An L-shaped porch extends to 
the west and south with the single door entry located adjacent to the projecting front-gable section. The house is clad in 
wood siding with scalloped wooden shingles in the gable ends. The window sash and door appear to be replacements.  
 
246 Midwood Street   1 contributing building; 1 contributing secondary building (garage)   
Date: 1900 
Architect: Jesse Halstead 
Two-story plus an attic free-standing house constructed of brick with stucco parging on the second story. It has a 
rectangular plan and a front-gable roof. The Queen-Anne style house is four bays wide with the entry occupying the 
eastern bay and a bay window on the western side on the first and second floors. A shed-roof porch extends across the 
width of the facade and has brick supports and railing that appear to be a modern alteration. The house appears to retain 
the original wood and glass entry doors and the windows appear to contain the original sash with aluminum storm 
windows over them. A hip-roofed garage or shed is visible at the rear of the lot on aerial photographs. It is also visible on 
historic aerial photographs and is likely original; however, it cannot be clearly seen from the street. 
 
250 Midwood Street     1 contributing building; 1 contributing secondary building (garage)  
Date: 1901   
Two stories plus an attic Queen Anne-style house with a rectangular plan and a cross-gable roof with projecting bay 
windows. There are two small enclosed single-story projections, one with a hipped roof and the other with a bellcast roof. 
The wood-frame house is currently clad in asbestos shingles and the first story is parged in stucco. The windows have all 
been retrofitted with replacement sash. A hip-roofed garage or shed is visible at the rear of the lot on aerial photographs. It 
is also visible on historic maps and photographs and is likely original; however, it cannot be clearly seen from the street. 
 
252 to 278 Midwood Street                         12 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1910   
A contiguous row of buildings on the south side of Midwood Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues, each two-
story row house has a three-bay canted front on the east side of the facade. They are constructed of gray brick. A raised-
stoop entry occupies the western bay of each. The double-door entries have flat-arched stone lintels and many retain the 
original wood and glass doors. The windows on the first and second floor have limestone sills and flat-arched lintels. The 
buildings are capped by a pressed-metal cornice. The windows appear to contain replacement sash. These buildings are 
similar but not identical in design to the adjacent row of red brick row houses at 280 to 286 Midwood Street; the latter 
have more ornate door hoods and were purported to have been designed by architect W.M. Fernback.  
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280, 282, 284, and 286 Midwood Street                4 contributing buildings   
Date: 1908  
Architect: W.M. Fernback   
The contiguous red brick row houses on the south side of Midwood Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues are 
each two stories tall and four bays wide. A three-bay canted front occupies the west side of each facade. A raised stoop 
entry occupies the eastern bay of each. The double-door entry of each, containing glazed wood doors and a transom, has a 
flat-arched stone lintel with foliate scrolls and acanthus leaf brackets. The windows on the first and second floor have 
stone sills and flat-arched lintels which extend across the facades. The buildings are capped by pressed-metal cornices. 
The windows appear to contain replacement sash. These buildings are similar but not identical in design to the adjacent 
row of gray brick buildings at 252-278 Midwood Street. 
 
288 Midwood Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: 1901 
Architect: George Birck 
A two-story front-gable wood-frame house, two bays wide with an enclosed hip-roofed front porch containing an entry 
with wood-paneled door and sidelights, and a replacement tripartite window. Two rectangular windows with one-over-
one-light sash are located at second-story level and a diamond-shaped window is central in the gable field. A cornice with 
returns ornaments the eaves. A ca. 1940 tax photograph shows that this house formerly had an open porch with turned 
posts, a projecting bay window, and scalloped shingle cladding.  
 
316 Midwood Street                    1 contributing building 
Date: 1927 
The two-story building is on the south side of Midwood Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues. The building is 
unique on the block. It is faced in painted brick laid in common bond with recessed header courses and is three-bays wide 
with a full-width porch on the first floor, supported on brick posts with a brick wall railing. The entry occupies the 
western bay; it comprises a single door and a blind transom. The windows are rectangular and consist of one-over-one 
lights. The building has a flat roof, with a simple bracketed cornice across the roofline. A small yard is situated in front of 
the building and a fence runs along the front of the property.  
 
318 to 340 Midwood Street                10 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1920 
Ten row houses on the south side of Midwood Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues faced in red and buff 
brick laid in Flemish bond. Each is two bays wide. The entry occupies the outer ends of each end building in the row 
while the entries of the center eight buildings are paired with their neighbors. The entries comprise round arches and 
double-leaf doors. The ground floor windows are grouped in three and set within a blind elliptical arch. The upper story 
windows are rectangular, surmounted by a continuous sailor-course lintel and contain one-over-one lights. The buildings 
have flat roofs. Small yards are situated in front of the building and iron fences run along the property frontages.   
 
 
344 and 346 Midwood Street                  2 contributing buildings 
Date: 1931 
A pair of semi-detached three-story buildings on the south side of Midwood Street between New York and Nostrand 
Avenues. The two-bay-wide buildings are faced in red brick laid in running bond with header courses under the second-
story windows. The entry of each contains a modern door and occupies the bay adjacent to its paired neighbor. The 
ground floor windows are paired and set within blind segmental arches with stone keystones and splayed brickwork; the 
upper story windows are rectangular, surmounted by sailor-course lintels. The windows have stone sills and contain one-
over-one lights. The buildings have flat roofs. No. 344 retains a faux pent roof attached at the cornice line, with three large 
brackets, while this feature has been removed from No. 346. Small raised paved yards are situated in front of the 
buildings. A stone balustrade and brick retaining wall runs along the front of the property at 344 Midwood Street, while a 
low concrete wall and chain-link fence runs along 346 Midwood Street. 
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350 and 352 Midwood Street                  2 contributing buildings 
Date: 1931 
A pair of semi-detached three-story apartment buildings on the south side of Midwood Street between New York and 
Nostrand Avenues. The buildings are faced in buff brick laid in English bond. The entry of each contains a replacement 
door and transom and occupies the bay adjacent to its paired neighbor. The ground floor windows are paired and set 
within a blind segmental arch; the upper story windows are rectangular, with sailor-course lintels and stone sills. The 
buildings have a flat roof; the cornice is a stucco-clad band. Historic tax photographs show that the buildings originally 
had faux pent roofs attached at the cornice lines, similar to the extant roof feature at neighboring 344 Midwood Street. 
Small raised paved yards are situated in front of the buildings. Low brick walls and iron fences run along the property 
frontages. 
 
356-358, 362-364, 368-370, and 374-376 Midwood Street              8 contributing buildings 
Date: 1931 
A row of semi-detached two-story duplex residences located on the south side of Midwood Street west of New York 
Avenue. The row houses are faced with red brick laid in Flemish bond with stone trim. The first stories contain paired 
center entrances with two windows adjacent and the second stories contain two pairs of windows set within recessed brick 
panels capped by elliptical and segmental arches. Each entry contains a door and fanlight transom and has a round-arched 
surround with a keystone cornice. The entry is accessed by a short brick stoop. The first-story windows are rectangular, 
topped with a sailor-course lintel. The second-story windows have stone sills and are topped with blind segmental arches 
that surround window pairs, with a round stone trim at the center. The flat roof is fronted with a brick parapet centered on 
the residence.  A low brick wall is situated in front of the residences and a chain-link fence runs along the front of the 
properties. A metal gate aligns with a paved walkway accessing the entry. 
  
231 to 241 Midwood Street                  4 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1900   
A row of three-story brick-clad buildings with restrained Renaissance Revival-style details. The buildings are three bays 
wide on the first story and four bays wide on the second and third stories, with a symmetrical (south) facade. The entry 
occupies the center bay and has a limestone bracketed entry hood flanked by a frieze and stringcourse which extends 
across the facade forming the lintels of the windows on the first floor. Brick quoins further accentuate the first floor. The 
windows on the second and third floor have stylized, smooth splayed stone lintels and projecting bricks form a belt course 
beneath the windows. The building is topped with a pressed metal cornice with floral garland details and brackets with 
acanthus leaves. The windows and door are replacements.  
  
245 and 249 Midwood Street                  2 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1930    
Two four-story Renaissance Revival-style apartment buildings, they are contiguous with each other and are almost 
identical in design. The buildings are clad in tapestry brick laid in Flemish bond and are each five bays wide with a 
symmetrical (south) facade. The entrances to the buildings are located in the central bay of each. They feature a restrained 
full limestone surround with acanthus-leaf molding. The windows on either side of the entries have flat-arched splayed 
brick lintels with an elongated stone keystones. A simple stone band separates the first and second stories floors. Textured 
and polychrome brickwork defines the second through fourth floors, forming window enframements and spandrel panels. 
The buildings are capped with a decorative parapet with stone coping.  
 
253 to 281 Midwood Street                  13 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1905   
These row houses are two stories tall with a raised basement. Each has a three-sided bay window occupying the eastern 
bay and an entrance occupying the western side, reached by a high stoop. Many retain their double-door entries capped by 
a flat-arched stone lintel with foliate corbels. The windows on the first and second stories have limestone sills and molded 
flat-arched lintels. The row is capped by a pressed-metal bracketed cornice with a decorative frieze. The windows of each 
building appear to contain replacement sash.  
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283 Midwood Street – Vacant lot (not counted) 
 
285 Midwood Street                              1 contributing primary building 
Date: ca. 1900                                            1 contributing secondary building (garage) 
This two-story wood-frame residence has a side gable roof with a gabled dormer rising off-center from the front roof 
slope. The dormer aligns with a two-story projecting bay and has a flared wall surface and vergeboard along its jettied 
base. A full-width front porch runs along the first story, now supported by aluminum posts with a pedimented gable 
aligning with the entry, which occupies the eastern bay. The entry contains a replacement door and a tripartite window 
occupies the bay to the west of it. The first story is clad in a brick veneer while the upper story appears to be clad in 
aluminum or vinyl siding. A ca. 1940 tax photograph shows that the building was once clad in wood clapboard and the 
porch was supported by turned posts. One-story garage at rear of lot. 
 
287 Midwood Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1900   
The two-story wood-frame residence is three bays wide and clad in vinyl or aluminum siding. It has a raised-stoop entry 
occupying the western bay which contains a wood door with a projecting hipped-roof overhang. A front-gable dormer is 
centered above the parapet. The ca. 1940 tax photograph shows that the building once had a bracketed cornice and a full-
width hipped porch with turned posts.  
  
289 and 295 Midwood Street                  2 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1915   
Two-story row houses with three-sided bay windows. Each has a raised-stoop entry occupying the eastern bay. The 
double-door entry of each has a flat-arched stone lintel with foliate scrolls and acanthus leaf brackets. They retain the 
original wood and glass doors and transom. The windows on the first and second floor have stone sills and flat-arched 
lintels which extend across the facade. The building is capped by a pressed-metal cornice. The windows of No. 289 
appear to contain replacement sash while those on No. 295 have original sash behind aluminum storm windows.  
 
315 Midwood Street - see 1105 to 1127 Nostrand Avenue      
  
317 to 339 Midwood Street                         10 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1925 
This row, located on the north side of Midwood Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues, is composed of two-
story flat-roofed buildings faced in red and buff brick laid in Flemish bond. Each building is two bays wide. The buildings 
are two bays wide with flat roofs and stepped parapets. The entry of each includes a round-arched door framed by 
sidelights. In the westernmost six buildings, the entries are set adjacent to each other, flanked by the single windows of 
each building on the first story. On the easternmost building, the eastern bay contains the entrance. The first-floor story 
windows are grouped in threes and set within a blind segmental arch. On the second story, windows of the bay above the 
door are paired while windows above the lower bay containing three windows also contain three windows with stone sills 
surmounted by continuous sailor-course lintels. The windows contain one-over-one light sash. A small yard is situated in 
front of each building and an iron fence runs along the front of each property. 
  
341 to 375 Midwood Street                         12 contributing buildings 
Date: 1931 
This row of buildings on the north side of Midwood Street between New York and Nostrand Avenues is composed of 
two-story pairs of Tudor Revival-style buildings faced in red brick laid in common bond, and featuring half timbering as 
well as vinyl siding on the gable end. Each building is two bays wide, with an intersecting tall gable roof form mirroring 
the other half of the building. Entrances are paired within each building, flanked by grounds of three windows, some of 
which contain replacement sash, capped by sailor-course brick lintels. There are complex porches in front of each, some 
of which include metal awnings. On the second story are paired windows. A small yard is situated in front of each 
building and a low brick wall runs along the front of each property.  
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NOSTRAND AVENUE 

 
1058 to 1080 Nostrand Avenue                 10 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1910 
This row of buildings is located on the west side of Nostrand Avenue, between Lincoln Road and Lefferts Avenue. Each 
three-story building has a commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. Each building is faced in pressed 
brick laid in common bond. Recessed headers form a channeled pattern with stone trim and stone quoins. A pressed metal 
block modillioned cornice is located along the roofline of the row. The rectangular windows have stone sills and stone 
splayed lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. The ground stories have been extensively altered with original 
storefront features removed, partially infilled with brick, and retrofitted with large windows. Nos. 1072 and 1074 no 
longer have commercial uses on the ground stories and their former storefronts have been extensively altered. A two-car 
historic garage addition, faced in buff brick with a flat roof and parapet, is appended to the rear of the No. 1080. A historic 
single-story flat-roofed rear addition is appended to the rear of No. 1058; it is faced in painted brick and has a large 
opening with a metal roll-down door and an infilled section with structural glass blocks, a small window, and a door. 
 
1082, 1084, 1088 and 1092 Nostrand Avenue                4 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1900 
This row of buildings is located on the west side of Nostrand Avenue south of Lincoln Road. The four-story corner 
building at No. 1082 and the three-story midblock buildings have a commercial use on the ground story and apartments 
above. Each flat-roofed brick building is four bays wide. The corner building has a three-bay facade on Nostrand Avenue, 
a canted bay at the corner of Lincoln Road and Nostrand Avenue, and a nine-bay north elevation on Lincoln Road. The 
buildings are faced in buff brick laid in running bond with yellow brick quoins, stone trim and a pressed metal block 
modillioned cornice and featuring a sash motif on the frieze. The rectangular windows have stone sills and stone splayed 
lintels with scroll keystones and contain one-over-one-light sash. The storefront of the building at No. 1092 has been 
extensively altered; No. 1088, which originally contained a storefront, has been modified to eliminate the commercial use, 
however, original metal storefront pilasters are still in place; No. 1088 retained its original storefront as late as 2013, but 
currently retains only its pilasters while the denticulated cornice, if extant, is obscured with recently installed signage. The 
north elevation of the corner building includes apartments on the ground floor and an entrance framed by attached 
columns. 
 
1114 Nostrand Avenue                    1 contributing building 
Date: 1931 
This H-plan brick apartment building is four stories tall and approximately ten bays wide, occupying the southwest corner 
of Maple Street and Nostrand Avenue. The Colonial Revival-style building has a flat roof with a brick parapet with stone 
panels. The building is faced in red brick of varying hues laid in English bond. The central entry is recessed on Maple 
Street and contains a replacement glass door within a stone surround. The fenestration of the facade is symmetrical, 
consisting primarily of rectangular windows with brick lintels, but also incorporating paired windows, round-arched 
lintels, and small, narrow windows in select locations. The Nostrand Avenue facade houses multiple altered storefronts.  
 
1116 Nostrand Avenue                    1 contributing building 
Date: ca. 1900 
This three-story building is located on the west side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets. It has a 
commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed building is three bays wide. The building is 
faced in vinyl siding and a modillioned wood cornice. The rectangular windows are one-over-one-light sash. The 
storefront is altered. The building is shown on a 1905 Sanborn map, then the only building standing on the block, as being 
a brick-lined wood-frame building. In a ca. 1940 tax photograph, the building appears to be clad in wood shingles.  
 
1118 to 1128 Nostrand Avenue                  5 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1900 
A row of five three-story buildings is located on the west side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets. 
The buildings have commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed buildings are three bays 
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wide. They are faced in buff brick laid in common bond with stone trim and a pressed metal block modillioned cornices 
featuring a sash motif on the frieze. The rectangular windows have quarry stone sills and lintels and are typically one-
over-one-light sash. The storefronts have been altered. A small single-story flat-roofed stucco-parged garage addition is 
appended to the rear of No. 1128; based on its absence in a ca. 1980 tax photo, the building appears to be of relatively 
recent construction.   
 
1130 Nostrand Avenue                                1 contributing building 
Date: ca. 1927 
Architect: Ricca & Ungerlieder 
This four-story corner building is located at the southwest corner of Nostrand Avenue and Midwood Street.  Like its 
neighbors, this building has commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed brick building is 
twelve bays wide on the Nostrand Avenue facade and ten bays wide on the Midwood Street elevation. The building is 
faced in red brick laid in Flemish bond, with stone trim and brick quoins at the corners. The cornice has been removed and 
infilled with brick laid in common bond. The rectangular windows, some in pairs, have stone sills and contain one-over-
one-light sash. The storefronts on Nostrand Avenue are contemporary. An entrance to the apartments is on Midwood 
Street, comprising a stone arch with channeled rustication. 
  
1142 to 1150 Nostrand Avenue                  5 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1906 
Architect: C.W. Mullin 
This row of five three-story buildings is located on the west side of Nostrand Avenue and north of Rutland Road.  Each 
building has a commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed brick buildings are three bays 
wide. The buildings are faced in buff brick laid in common bond; the headers are recessed to form a channeled pattern, 
with stone trim and a pressed metal block modillioned cornice. The rectangular windows have stone sills and lintels, a 
splayed keystone over each lintel, and contain one-over-one-light sash. The storefronts are altered, though they retain cast 
iron columns. A historic single-story two-car garage addition faced in buff brick with a flat roof and a parapet is appended 
to the rear of No. 1150. The two vehicular entries have been infilled with brick; otherwise its appearance is similar to the 
ca. 1940 tax photograph. 
 
1057 to 1079 Nostrand Avenue                   10 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1915 
This row of buildings is located on the east side of Nostrand Avenue between Lincoln Road and Lefferts Avenue. The 
flat-roofed brick buildings have commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above. They are buildings are three 
bays wide on Nostrand Avenue and six bays on the north elevation of the corner building. The buildings are faced in red 
brick laid in a Flemish bond, with stone trim and stone quoins, and a pressed metal block modillioned cornice featuring 
scrolled brackets. The rectangular windows have stone sills and stone splayed lintels with a scrolled keystone and contain 
one-over-one-light sash. The storefronts are contemporary. The corner building at 1079 Nostrand Avenue has a single-
story cinderblock addition which fronts onto Lincoln Road. The non-historic addition, which was labeled as an auto 
garage on a 1916 E.B. Hyde & Co. map, was extensively altered in 2016 and is now a restaurant.  
   
1081 Nostrand Avenue                    1 contributing building 
Church of St. Francis of Assisi 
Date: 1913 
Architect: William J. Ryan 
The Renaissance Revival church occupies the southeast corner of Nostrand Avenue and Lincoln Road. The building's 
facade is on Nostrand Avenue and features three double-leaf doors with pedimented door surrounds, and a round window 
at the center of the gable ended upper story. The square tower at the northwest corner of the building has a domed roof. 
The building is faced in buff brick laid in running bond with limestone trim. The north elevation and east-facing apse are 
lit by round-arched stained-glass windows. The property is surrounded by an iron fence. 
  
1105 to 1127 Nostrand Avenue                         10 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1900 
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A row of mixed-use buildings on the east side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets, each building 
has a commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. Each flat-roofed brick building is three bays wide on its 
facade on Nostrand Avenue. The buildings are faced in brick laid in common bond with stone trim and a pressed metal 
block modillioned cornice. The rectangular windows have stone sills and lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. A 
decorative brick panel is beneath each third-story window. The storefronts are modern. The corner property at the north 
end of the block is 1105 Nostrand Avenue and the corner property on the south end is 1127 Nostrand Avenue (aka 315 
Midwood Street). Like its neighbors, the latter has a commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-
roofed brick building is three bays wide on its facade on Nostrand Avenue, and eight bays on its south elevation. It has an 
attached historic three-bay one-story garage addition on Midwood Street. The garage is faced in buff-colored brick with a 
peaked parapet and circular medallion. 
  
1129 to 1139 Nostrand Avenue                             5 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1900 
This row of five buildings is located on the east side of Nostrand Avenue and south of Midwood Street. These building 
have commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed brick buildings are three bays wide on 
their facades on Nostrand Avenue, with a longer north elevation on the corner building. The buildings are faced in buff 
brick laid in common bond with a channeled pattern. Each has stone trim and a pressed metal block modillioned cornice 
that features a swag motif on the frieze. There is a projecting rounded corner on the cornice at the corner building. The 
rectangular windows have stone sills and lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. The storefronts are altered. A one-
story garage facing Midwood Street is attached to rear elevation of 1129 Nostrand Avenue. It has a stepped cornice and 
painted brickwork cladding. A historic one-story garage addition associated with 1129 Nostrand Avenue has a stepped 
cornice and painted brickwork cladding.  
  
1141 to 1151 Nostrand Avenue                             5 contributing buildings 
Date: 1931 
This is a row of five two-story buildings on the east side of Nostrand Avenue, north of Rutland Road. These building have 
a commercial use on the ground story and apartments above. The flat-roofed brick buildings are three bays wide and are 
faced in red brick laid in Flemish bond, with stone trim. The facades are capped with pedimented parapets with stone trim. 
The rectangular windows have stone sills and contain one-over-one-light sash. The storefronts have been altered. The 
corner building on Rutland Road contains residential uses on the first and second floors behind the storefront on Nostrand 
Avenue.     
 

ROGERS AVENUE 
 
406 to 428 Rogers Avenue                         10 contributing buildings  
Date: 1908 
Architect: F. E. Buchar 
Builder: Capital Construction Company     
This row of three-story mix-use brick buildings is located along the west side of Rogers Avenue between Sterling Street 
and Lefferts Avenue. The buildings contain a commercial use on the ground story with residential flats above. The 
buildings are faced in buff-colored brick and have flat roofs with projecting cornices with mutules and wreath motifs on 
the frieze. The two corner buildings in the row, Nos. 406 and 428 Rogers Avenue, feature cornices with round projections 
at the corners of the buildings with an ornate base. The corner of the buildings also features brickwork quoins. Windows 
throughout the row have molded stone lintels and typically contain one-over-one-light sash. Decorative brickwork 
includes recessed spandrel panels and corbelled vertical striations on the north elevation. On the ground story, the 
storefronts have been extensively altered. The corner building at 406 Nostrand Avenue has a cast iron column and a 
chamfered corner entrance. No. 408 Rogers Avenue is the only one of the buildings in the row that has experienced 
alterations including a formstone cladding and the removal of the cornice; it retains its form, massing, and fenestration 
pattern. A single-story flat-roofed rear addition with a commercial use on No. 406 is faced in metal and has large windows 
and double doors. A ca. 1940 tax photograph shows this was formerly a shoe repair shop with projecting store windows 
and a pressed metal cornice. The building has been extensively altered since that time. The other corner building at No. 
428 has a garage addition, a single-story building with a flat roof faced in buff brick with three vehicular doors. The latter 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District  Kings County, New York 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

32 
 

appears to have been extensively altered compared to its appearance in a ca. 1940 tax photograph. 
 
430 to 452 Rogers Avenue                                     10 contributing buildings 
Date: 1907  
Architect: Alexander McLean 
A row of mixed-use buildings along the west side of Rogers Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln Road that are 
three stories tall (corner buildings are four stories). They have commercial uses on the ground stories and apartments 
above. The flat-roofed brick buildings are three bays wide and are faced in buff brick laid in common bond with stone 
trim and pressed metal modillioned cornices with swags on the frieze. The rectangular windows have quarry-faced stone 
sills and lintels and contain one-over-one-light sash. The ground stories have non-historic entries, storefront infill, and 
signage; however, in some buildings (Nos. 432, 438, and 446), the original cast-iron pilasters remain intact. At the corner 
buildings on Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln Road, the entries to the apartments are located on the side elevations. Doors and 
transoms are set within Neoclassical stone surrounds that include fluted Corinthian pilasters, friezes with bas-relief 
ornamentation, and an egg-and-dart molding above.  
  
393 to 403 Rogers Avenue                           5 contributing buildings   
Date: 1915   
Five contiguous buildings in the Spanish Mission style with commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above, 
faced in light red brick laid in a mix of common and Flemish bond. The central bays of Nos. 393 and 397 feature a 
complex stepped parapet with a stone finial and a round aperture in the gable. Flanking this, the roofline features a hipped 
pentice roof clad in pantiles, with brackets along the eaves. Tripartite windows are located below the parapet on second- 
and third-story levels. Darker red brickwork accents, including panels with diamond ornamentation, add color and texture 
to the facades. The ground story of most of these buildings, originally glazed storefronts, have been partially infilled with 
brick and smaller windows and other changes have been introduced. A historic single-story brick-faced garage is attached 
to the corner building at No. 403. It has a pedestrian door and three vehicular doors fitted with roll-down gates. Textured 
and patterned brickwork decorates the façade, which is oriented to Sterling Street. 
 
407 to 425 Rogers Avenue; 224 Sterling Street                          8 contributing buildings   
Date: 1907   
Architect: Louis Berger & Company 
This row of three-story brick buildings with four-story mixed commercial and residential buildings at the corners is 
located on the east side of Rogers Avenue between Sterling Street and Lefferts Avenue. The buildings in the center of the 
block, which have 'dumbbell tenement' plans, are faced in buff brick laid in running bond with terra-cotta trim. The first-
story level of each, located slightly above grade, features a central entry with two windows on each side. Flat-arched terra 
cotta hoods with pronounced keystones top each window on the ground story and each entry is capped with a projecting 
hood supported by corbels. The entries contain double-leaf glazed wood doors topped with transoms. A terra cotta band 
with fretwork pattern separates the first from the second story. Four rectangular windows are evenly spaced on the second 
story, capped with ornate terra cotta lintels with cartouches and garlands. Larger cartouches are featured on spandrel 
panels above them. Four round-arched windows are found on the third story, placed within arches trimmed with brick and 
terra cotta keystones with faces. The brickwork of the upper two stories forms pilasters which separate each bay and 
feature capitals comprising stylized figures of fish.  The two corner buildings, No. 425 Rogers and No. 224 Sterling, are 
similar in design to the others but have an additional story and ground-story storefronts. Round-arched windows with 
decorative treatment, including pilasters with terra cotta capitals incorporating fish grotesques and keystones that feature 
faces, are found at both third and fourth-story levels. The storefronts on the ground stories of the corner buildings have 
been altered with replacement materials and windows. Residential entrances are located on the side elevations. The row is 
capped with a projecting pressed metal cornice. A single-story flat-roofed rear addition on the corner building at No. 425 
is currently parged in stucco and operates as a daycare. Historic tax photographs show that in ca. 1940 this was a store 
faced in brick with a cornice and large windows, but by ca. 1980 is appeared similar to its current conditions. The addition 
on the other corner building at 224 Sterling Street retains more integrity, faced in buff brick with a large pressed metal 
cornice and a band of decorative brickwork partially intact. This building was serving as a garage with glazed wood 
double doors in a 1940 tax photo. 
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429 to 451 Rogers Avenue                                         7 contributing buildings 
Date: ca. 1910  
A row that lines the eastern side of Rogers Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln Road. The corner buildings are 
four stories in height with a rectangular plan and flat roof, and the mid-block buildings are three stories with a “dumbbell 
tenement” plan. The buildings are faced in Roman brick with brickwork quoins at the corners. They have three bays on 
the ground story, while the upper stories contain two wide bays with tripartite windows (altered as paired windows in Nos. 
441 and 445). Terra-cotta detailing includes decorative lintels with garlands and fretwork as well as a large rectangular 
panel between second and third stories depicting wreath flanked by torches. A wide molded cornice runs along the first-
story level. The buildings are capped with a pressed metal cornice with modillions and dentils. Some of the buildings 
(Nos. 429, 447, and 451) contain commercial uses on the ground stories. The storefront of No. 429 has been highly 
altered; while those of Nos. 447 and 451 are largely intact. No. 447 has a round-arched entry, large store windows and 
transoms; while No. 451 has rusticated pilasters. The buildings at Nos. 433 to 445 do not have storefronts but instead have 
flat-roofed entry porches supported by Doric columns accessed by short stoops.  The corner buildings have residential 
entries on the side elevations, sheltered beneath a wide flat-roofed porch comprising four large rusticated masonry 
columns supporting an entablature.  
 
453 to 475 Rogers Avenue                         10 contributing buildings  
Date: 1906  
A row of buildings on the east side of Rogers Avenue between Lincoln Road and Maple Street, these three-story flat-
roofed brick buildings are three bays wide. They have commercial uses on the ground story and apartments above. The 
buildings are faced in buff brick laid in running bond with stone trim. This symmetrical row includes slightly taller 
buildings at the corners and two slightly taller buildings in the middle of the row (Nos. 463 and 465). Windows are 
trimmed with projecting sills in all cases and varying treatments including wide rectangular lintels and voussoirs with 
keystones. Window treatments are symmetrical across the entire row. Brick pilasters with stone bases and capitals are 
present in some buildings between second- and third story windows. All of the windows contain one-over-one-light sash. 
The buildings are capped with a pressed metal cornice with dentils and modillions. The storefronts have been altered but 
retain a continuous denticulated cornice. The corner buildings have brickwork quoins which ornament the corners of the 
buildings and rectangular brick spandrel panels which surmount the windows. The storefront at No. 473 and No. 475 (also 
known as 221 Maple Street) has been altered with brick infill (and apparently converted to an apartment) but retains a 
denticulated cornice and brick piers with polychrome bands. A single-story garage addition faced in buff brick is attached 
to the rear of No. 475. This is faced in buff brick. It is not original to the building and was constructed after the ca. 1940 
tax photograph, which shows a small store occupying this space. 
 
477 to 485 Rogers Avenue  5 contributing buildings; 1 contributing secondary building (garage)   
Date: ca. 1920   
A row of mixed-use commercial and residential buildings on the east side of Rogers Avenue south of Maple Street, each 
three bays wide, with a flat roof concealed behind alternating stepped and gabled parapets. The buildings are faced in red 
brick laid in Flemish bond with decorative patterned brick spandrel panels with cast stone medallions. The parapets are 
similarly decorated with patterned brickwork and stone medallions. The storefront of the corner building (No. 477) 
includes an entry set within a chamfered corner and windows fitted with metal roll-down gates. A metal sign is affixed 
above the storefront. A freestanding single-story two-car garage is located behind No. 477, facing Maple Street. This 
building appears to be constructed of concrete block and faced in red brick, matching the other buildings in the row. It has 
a flat roof and a low parapet wall. Metal roll-down doors have replaced the original glazed wood double doors shown in a 
ca. 1940 tax photograph. 
 
491 Rogers Avenue                    1 contributing building Engine 
Company 249/Ladder 113 Firehouse 
Date: 1895  
An eclectic brick firehouse located on the east side of Rogers Avenue between Maple and Midwood Streets, Engine Co. 
249 draws on Flemish, Medieval, Jacobean and Gothic Revival styles. The two-story building is faced in red brick laid in 
running bond with cast stone cladding at the first-story level. The first story contains a large vehicular door with a window 
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to the south, surmounted by the words "Brooklyn Fire Department, Engine 249, Ladder 113." The building has a complex 
asymmetrical facade with a crenelated parapet with stone coping, a Flemish gable on the north, and a turret that rises from 
the top of the first-story level on a conical corbel which in turn is supported by a shaft that incorporates two engaged 
attenuated Corinthian columns. The windows on the second story contain one-over-one-light sash and transoms and 
feature stone keying.  
 
495 to 499 Rogers Avenue                  3 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1905  
Three contiguous three-story three-bay flat-roofed buildings on the east side of Rogers Avenue north of Midwood Street 
contain commercial uses at the first-story level with apartments above. The buildings are faced in light-colored brick with 
stone trim. The entries, which contain glazed doors and transoms, are located within the south bays of the ground story of 
each building. The entries and the windows on the upper stories have a continuous stone course that includes splayed 
stone lintels with pronounced keystones above the windows. A wide stone belt course runs through the second-story 
lintels. Third story windows are capped with individual stone voussoirs with projecting keystones. Store windows occupy 
the central and northern bays at the ground-story level. A pressed metal modillioned cornice caps the building. Appended 
to the rear of No. 499 is a single-story garage addition faced in stucco. It has a flat roof with a low parapet and no 
ornamentation. Four large openings with double doors are evenly spaced along its Midwood Street-facing elevation. The 
ca. 1940 and ca. 1980 tax photos show a similar garage but with brick facing and a stepped parapet, indicating that the 
building has been altered since ca. 1980. 
 
501 to 523 Rogers Avenue                10 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1905  
Architect: A. MacManus 
This row of identical three-story brick-clad Renaissance Revival-style mixed-use buildings is located on the east side of 
Rogers Avenue between Midwood and Rutland Streets. They are faced in brick laid to mimic stone, with recessed rows 
every four rows laid in a contrasting brick and brick quoins framing the second and third stories. Projecting cornices 
separate the storefronts from the residential upper floors. The buildings are two bays wide, with a wider bay containing 
tripartite windows in the southern bays and a standard-width northern bays. The windows are capped with flat-arch stone 
lintels with incised keystones. The buildings are topped with pressed-metal cornices. The ground floors of the buildings 
have been altered, and the window sash on the second and third floor have been replaced.  
 
 

STERLING STREET 
 
24 to 104 Sterling Street        27 contributing buildings; 25 contributing secondary buildings (garages)   
Date: ca. 1923    
This row of Tudor Revival-style residential buildings occupies the south side of Sterling Street between Washington and 
Bedford Avenues. It consists of a single freestanding two-story house and a series of two-story paired houses separated 
from their neighbors by narrow driveways with garages in the rear. The one freestanding house is almost identical in 
design to each paired building. It has a flat roof with a faux hipped roof and intersecting jerkinheaded gable, clad in slate. 
It is faced in red and brown brick laid in Flemish bond with patterned brickwork in the gable. The entry has a hood 
supported with corbels and the windows contain six-over-one-light sash. The paired houses are faced in red brick of 
varying hues laid in Flemish bond. The row includes two design variations, with pairs arranged in an A-B-A-B pattern. 
One consists of buildings with flat roofs disguised from the facade by truncated sloping overhangs, clad in slate, with 
jerkinheaded cross-gables. The other variation features cross gables with patterned brickwork in the gables. The entry of 
each building is off-set and contains a door sheltered by a steeply sloped, hip-roofed hood clad in slate and supported by 
corbels. They are accessed by a short flight of brick stairs which are paired in the center of each façade, making the 
apartments mirror images of each other. Typically, tripartite windows occupy the outer bays of the paired buildings and 
single windows are located above the entries which typically contain six-over-one-light sash. Patterned brickwork in the 
gables and on the side elevations give the buildings a textured and rustic effect. Each building in the row was constructed 
with a garage at the rear of the lot; these are still extant with the exception of Nos. 96 and 104. Tax photographs from ca. 
1940 show these single-story brick structures with large glazed wooden double doors with strap hinges and a small slate-
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clad projection along the eaves of the flat roof. The garages retain their form and brick facing, and many retain their slate 
roof projection. The doors of most of the garages have been replaced with roll-down metal doors.   
 
124 Sterling Street – vacant lot, corner with Bedford Avenue; not counted. 
 
130 to 176 Sterling Street                20 contributing buildings   
Date: 1909   
Architect: Walter Seaman  
This group of limestone-clad row houses are located along the south side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers 
Avenues. They have raised basements have a bow fronts on the west and recessed bays on the east. The entries, accessed 
by short masonry stoops, typically contain double-leaf wood paneled door with transoms above, framed with fluted 
Corinthian pilasters and topped with entablatures with fielded friezes. The bow fronts feature foliate spandrel panels and 
fluted pilasters divide each window. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash with stained-glass transoms above the 
ground-story windows; they feature rusticated stone sills and lintels. The row features a bracketed metal cornice with 
swags along the frieze.  
 
178 to 204 Sterling Street                12 contributing buildings 
Date: 1910 
Architect: William Debus    
Twelve row houses along the south side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues with raised basements. 
Some of these are clad in limestone while others are clad in brownstone. Each building has either a bow front or a 
projecting three-sided bay on the east with a recessed entry bay on the west. Bow fronts and three-sided bays alternate, 
typically with three of a kind grouped together. The entries, accessed by short masonry stoops, typically contain double-
leaf doors and transom and are framed with fluted Corinthian pilasters and topped with entablatures with a foliate frieze 
bands. The projecting fronts features foliate spandrel panels. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash with stained-
glass transoms above the first-story windows. The buildings have bracketed metal cornices with swags along the frieze.  
 
208 Sterling Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: 1910 
Architect: F.E. Buchar   
Two-story freestanding house with a raised building and flat roof that is similar but distinct in design from the row houses 
that line the rest of the block. It is clad in stone, now painted. The eastern portion of the house forms a bow front, while 
the entry is located in a recessed bay to the west. The entry contains a single replacement door and is capped with a 
projecting entablature with a foliate frieze supported by corbels. The entry is accessed by a masonry stoop. The windows 
contain one-over-one-light sash. A bracketed cornice runs along the roofline.   
 
224 Sterling Street - see 407 to 425 Rogers Avenue   
  
232 to 300 Sterling Street                         29 contributing buildings   
Date: 1908-1910  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler  
Builder: Realty Associates 
Row houses along the south side of Sterling Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. The row is composed of two 
different row house designs arranged in an A-A-B-B pattern along the block. Some of the buildings in the row are clad in 
limestone, while others are clad in brownstone. The typical A design features a three-sided projecting bay at the eastern 
section of the building, a bracketed metal cornice along the eaves of the flat roof, and windows topped with pronounced 
keystones. The typical B design features a bow front in the eastern section of the facade, a banded metal cornice along the 
roofline, and simple window surrounds. In each building, the entry occupies a recessed bay on the west. The entry, 
accessed by a short masonry stoop, typically contains a double-leaf door and a transom and is framed with pilasters and 
topped with an entablature with a fielded frieze. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash. The easternmost two 
buildings at 296 and 300 Sterling Street differ slightly from the other examples of the bow-front type in that their bow 
fronts form only a quarter of a circle and then maintain a flat plain. Alterations apparent on some of the buildings in the 
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row include painting of the limestone facing and replacement of doors or window sash. An iron fence and/or masonry 
wall runs along the front of the properties.  
 
27 to 51 Sterling Street                          11 contributing buildings   
Date: ca. 1915   
A row that runs along the north side of Sterling Street between Washington and Bedford Avenues, 27 to 51 Sterling Street 
are two stories tall with raised basements. Each building is approximately three bays wide with a projecting front on the 
western side and a recessed eastern bay containing the entry. Two design variations, a bow front, and three-sided 
projecting front, alternate in an A-B-A-B pattern. The buildings have flat roofs with projecting molded cornices featuring 
an egg and dart motif. The facades are faced in limestone veneer and feature projecting molded belt courses at each story 
level. The entries are surrounded by pilasters and friezes with foliate ornamentation; they typically contain glazed double-
leaf wood doors with transoms. These are accessed by a stoop with metal railing. The windows contain either one-over-
one or two-over-two-light sash.  
 
55, 57, 59, 61, and 63 Sterling Street                5 contributing primary buildings   
Date: 1920         5 contributing secondary buildings (garages) 
Builder: James Weild   
A short row of buildings, these eclectic Mission-style row houses are faced in red brick laid in Flemish bond. The three-
bay-wide buildings have flat roofs with stepped parapets. A stucco band with diamond-shaped tile ornamentation 
underlies each parapet. The central entries are contained within projecting vestibules sided in clapboard; they typically 
contain a paneled wood door. The entries are flanked by windows with stone lintels. At the second-story, projecting bays 
containing three window units feature hipped pantile roofs. Stone stoops lead to the entries and original high brick walls 
with ornamental perforations obscure the raised basement levels. Alterations include removal of the entry vestibules at 
Nos. 55, 57 and 61; recladding of pantile roofs with standing seam metal at No. 53, and some replacement windows and 
doors. Each building was constructed with a single-story brick-faced garage. The garages are partially visible beyond 
metal gates in tax photographs from ca. 1940; these show them with glazed wooden doors. The garages are largely 
obscured today by the metal gates and intervening vegetation. However, based on aerial photographs, they remain 
standing. 
 
67 to 103 Sterling Street                16 contributing buildings  
Date: 1908  
A row that runs along the north side of Sterling Street between Washington and Bedford Avenues, these buildings are two 
stories tall with raised basements. The buildings alternate between bow and angled fronts with recessed entrances in the 
western bays. They are approximately four bays wide with projecting canted fronts on the eastern portions of the facades. 
Recessed western bays contain the entries. The buildings have flat roof with projecting bracketed cornices. The facades 
are faced in limestone, some now painted, and feature projecting molded belt courses at each story level and panels with 
foliate ornamentation. The entries surrounded by pilasters and foliate frieze bands; they typically contain glazed wood 
doors topped with transoms. They are accessed by low masonry stoops. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash.  
 
131 Sterling Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1916   
This four-story flat-roofed brick apartment building is one of four contiguous apartment buildings of a similar design 
located on the north side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. It pairs with its neighbor at 137 Sterling 
Street to create a courtyard between them. The building is faced in polychromatic brickwork, including red brick at first-
story level laid in Flemish bond, and buff brick on the rest of the facade, laid in common bond. Red brick was also used 
on window surrounds (which also feature stone keystones on the upper stories) and decorative panels with diamond 
ornaments. The central entry has a stone surround comprising simplified pilasters and an architrave, a pronounced 
keystone, and scroll brackets. The entry has been retrofitted with a replacement glass door. The roofline features a simple 
stepped parapet with a diamond motif below.  
 
137 Sterling Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1916   
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This four-story flat-roofed brick apartment building is one of four contiguous apartment buildings of a similar design 
located on the north side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. It pairs with its neighbor at 131 Sterling 
Street to create a courtyard between them. The building is faced in polychromatic brickwork, including red brick at first-
story level laid in Flemish bond, and buff brick on the rest of the facade, laid in common bond. Red brick was also used 
on window surrounds (which also feature stone keystones on the upper stories) and decorative panels with diamond 
ornaments. The central entry has a stone surround comprising simplified pilasters and an architrave, a pronounced 
keystone, and scroll brackets. The entry has been retrofitted with a replacement glass door. The roofline features a simple 
stepped parapet with a diamond motif below.  
 
143 Sterling Street                    1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1916   
This four-story flat-roofed brick apartment building is one of four contiguous apartment buildings of a similar design 
located on the north side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. It pairs with its neighbor at 149 Sterling 
Street to create a courtyard between them. The building is faced in polychromatic brickwork, including red brick at first-
story level laid in Flemish bond, and buff brick on the rest of the facade, laid in common bond. Red brick was also used 
on window surrounds (which also feature stone keystones on the upper stories) and decorative panels with diamond 
ornaments. The central entry has a stone surround comprising simplified pilasters and an architrave, a pronounced 
keystone, and scroll brackets. The entry has been retrofitted with a replacement glass door. The roofline features a simple 
stepped parapet. 
 
149 Sterling St                     1 contributing building   
Date: ca. 1916   
This four-story flat-roofed brick apartment building is one of four contiguous apartment buildings of a similar design 
located on the north side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. It pairs with its neighbor at 143 Sterling 
Street to create a courtyard between them. The building is faced in polychromatic brickwork, including red brick at first-
story level laid in Flemish bond, and buff brick on the rest of the facade, laid in common bond. Red brick was also used 
on window surrounds (which also feature stone keystones on the upper stories) and decorative panels with diamond 
ornaments. The central entry has a stone surround comprising simplified pilasters and an architrave, a pronounced 
keystone, and scroll brackets. The entry has been retrofitted with a replacement glass door. The roofline features a simple 
stepped parapet with a diamond motif below.  
 
155 to 205 Sterling Street                22 contributing buildings   
Date: 1910-1911 
Architect: Louis Danancher   
Twenty-two row houses along the north side of Sterling Street between Bedford and Rogers Avenues. Each house is two 
stories tall with a raised basement with an angled-front three-sided bay window on the eastern portion of the facade and a 
recessed western bay containing the entry. The buildings have flat roofs with a pressed metal cornices featuring 
modillions, dentils, wreaths and other ornamentation. Each row house is faced in buff brick laid in common bond and 
features stone belt courses and stone window lintels with molded cornices. The entry of each building is capped with an 
architrave supported by stone corbels; the frieze features incised ornamentation. A glazed door and transom are obscured 
by decorative ironwork. Two runs of masonry stairs lead to the entry. A masonry railing with balusters lines the landing 
above the raised basement. Windows contain diamond sash over one-light sash.  
 
215 Sterling Street                    1 contributing building   
Colonial Arms 
Date: 1924  
A four-story brick apartment building located on the northwest corner of Sterling Street and Rogers Avenue. The Tudor 
Revival-style building is faced in red brick laid in English bond. It has a square plan with a small central courtyard. The 
building has a flat roof with a parapet that features Tudor arches with blind stone lancets and a castellated effect at the 
corner. The entry fronting on Sterling Street features an ornate masonry surround with a Tudor arch. The building features 
decorative brickwork panels with diamond ornamentation. Windows, arranged in single, paired, and tripartite formations 
contain one-over-one-light sash. Upper-story windows are capped with stone label moldings. Commercial storefronts 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District  Kings County, New York 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

38 
 

occupy the first story of the Rogers Avenue elevation.  
 
231 to 283 Sterling Street                23 contributing buildings   
Date: 1909  
Architect: Benjamin Driesler  
Builder: Realty Associates 
A row of twenty-three row houses that runs along the north side of Sterling Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues, 
each building is two stories tall with a raised basement. The row is composed of two different row house designs arranged 
in an A-A-B-B pattern along the block. Some of the buildings in the row are clad in limestone, while others are clad in 
brownstone. The typical A design features a three-sided projecting bay at the eastern section of the building, a bracketed 
metal cornice along the eaves of the flat roof, and windows topped with pronounced keystones. The typical B design 
features a bow front in the eastern section of the facade, a banded metal cornice along the roofline, and simple window 
surrounds. In each building, the entry occupies a recessed bay on the west. The entry, accessed by a short masonry stoop, 
typically contains a double-leaf door and a transom and is framed with pilasters and topped with an entablature with a 
fielded frieze. The windows contain one-over-one-light sash. The westernmost two buildings at Nos. 231 and 233 differ 
slightly from the other examples of the bow-front type in that their bow fronts form only a quarter of a circle and then 
maintain a flat plain. The row is very similar in design to the row of buildings on the opposite side of the street that are 
addressed as 232 to 300 Sterling Street. A 1925 newspaper article indicates that No. 249 was occupied by the family of 
Charles H. Ebbets, Jr., the only son of Brooklyn Dodgers president, Charles Ebbets, who owned nearby Ebbets field at 
that time.  
 
287 to 289 Sterling Street                  2 contributing buildings   
Date: 1912 
Architect: Benjamin Driesler   
A pair of two similar single-family attached houses, each of these three-bay buildings has a flat roof and is faced in brick 
laid in running bond. They are two stories tall with raised basements. A projecting cornice with brackets and dentils lines 
the eaves. Splayed brick lintels and keystones cap the windows. The windows of No. 287 are six-over-six-light sash, 
while those of No. 289 are one-over-one-light sash. The entry of each is off-set and is sheltered by a gable-roofed hood 
perforated with a quatrefoil and supported by corbel brackets. The entry of each is accessed by a low brick stoop.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   

 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Architecture 

Community Planning and Development 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

ca. 1890 - ca. 1940 

 

 
Significant Dates 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

Architect/Builder 
 
Multiple   
 
 
 
 

 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance extends from ca. 1890, when the earliest buildings in the area were developed to ca. 1940, 
when the neighborhood’s final building boom had ended, and the area was fully developed. This period includes the 
earliest phase of intensive development, from ca. 1890 to ca. 1915, when development occurred rapidly and often 
included both entire blocks of uniformly designed row houses, to the period between ca. 1915 to 1925 when the second 
wave of row house construction, often in more eclectic styles, occurred; through the period between ca. 1915 to ca. 1940, 
when apartment buildings proliferated in the area. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.)  
 
The Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C in the area of 
Architecture as a collection of late nineteenth and early twentieth century residential, commercial, religious, and civic 
buildings. Composed of row houses, two-family houses, semi-attached houses, freestanding houses, apartment buildings, 
and institutional and commercial buildings, the district offers excellent examples popular architectural styles of the period, 
including Renaissance Revival, Romanesque Revival, Spanish Mission, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and Art Deco. 
Many of the buildings were developed by influential Brooklyn developers such as Kingston Realty Co., Kellner & 
Anchell, and designed by prominent Brooklyn architects such as Benjamin Driesler, Seelig & Finkelstein, Axel S. 
Hedman, and Frederick L. Hine for upwardly mobile middle-class families. The historic district is also eligible under 
Criterion A in the area of Community Planning and Development, reflecting Brooklyn’s rapid development in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century and the organic response of a variety of developers to the demand for middle-class 
housing and amenities. When John Lefferts began to subdivide his ancestral estate in the 1880s, the area was ripe for 
development: it was adjacent to new amenities including Prospect Park, several premiere cultural institutions, and a 
growing web of transportation networks. These conditions intensified at the turn of the century as Brooklyn was 
consolidated New York City in 1898, subway lines proliferated, and the economy boomed. The developing area attracted 
families and individuals from a variety of backgrounds and ethnicities, and became a new kind of middle-class commuter 
neighborhood in Brooklyn. It differed in character from the older, wealthier row house neighborhoods of Brooklyn, 
catering instead to New York’s growing and diverse middle class. The development of the area included distinguished but 
affordable rental apartments, single-family houses, and mixed-use residential and commercial buildings which, together 
with houses of worship, a firehouse, and other amenities, served the needs and reflected the values of middle-class 
families.  
 
The period of significance for the historic district extends from ca. 1890, when the earliest buildings in the area were 
developed to ca. 1940, when the neighborhood’s final building boom had ended, and the area was fully developed. This 
period includes the earliest phase of intensive development, from ca. 1890 to ca. 1915, when development occurred 
rapidly and often included both entire blocks of uniformly designed row houses, to the period between ca. 1915 to 1925 
when the second wave of row house construction, often in more eclectic styles, occurred; through the period between ca. 
1915 to ca. 1940, when apartment buildings proliferated in the area.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance  
 
Early History of the Area   
The indigenous people of Brooklyn were the Algonkian-speaking Lenne Lenape. They subsisted on hunting, fishing, 
harvesting oysters, and growing corn, beans, and squash. They spent summers along the Long Island Sound and the 
Hudson River and moved to inland areas during winter. The western portion of Long Island was colonized by the Dutch in 
the early 1600s. Dutch settlers divided Brooklyn into six farming towns. Among these was the town of Midwout, or 
“Middle Woods”, the location of the nominated historic district. Dutch settlers occupied the area from about 1636 and 
established the town of Midwout in 1651.1 In 1654, Governor General Peter Stuyvesant commissioned a Reformed Dutch 
Church (NRHP 1983) at what is now the corner of Church and Flatbush Avenues. Courts were also established in this area 
under the Dutch colonial government.2 In 1664, the Dutch ceded their holdings in New Netherlands to the English, and 

 
1 Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt, The Social History of Flatbush, and Manners and Customs of the Dutch Settlers in Kings County 
(New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1881). 
2 Nedda Allbray. Flatbush: The Heart of Brooklyn (Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2004). 
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Midwout was renamed Flatbush, a corrupted version of the Dutch vlakke bos, or wooded plain.3 As the most centrally 
located of the five towns, the English established Flatbush as the county seat of Kings County beginning in 1685 and 
county government institutions were established there including a jail and courthouse. The center of town remained in the 
area of the church, near the intersection of Church and Flatbush Avenues, south of the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic 
District.4  
 
The overall character of Flatbush remained much the same throughout the 1700s.5 Dutch remained a dominant language, 
with the school and church sermons held in Dutch. Farms were located near the center of town, including those owned by 
the Vanderveers, Suydams, Strykers, Vanderbilts, Lefferts, and Martenses. The Revolutionary War period was one of 
turmoil in Flatbush, both due to violence surrounding the Battle of Brooklyn, and the subsequent British occupation of the 
area. The original Lefferts family homestead was burned.6 In 1775, John Vanderbilt, John Lefferts, and Johannes Lott 
represented Flatbush in the Second Continental Congress. Pieter Lefferts, who built a new house in 1783 at the end of the 
war, was one of the two delegates from Kings County to the convention that adopted the United States Constitution. 
Erasmus Hall Academy (NRHP 1975), originally a private school for boys, was founded in 1786 along Flatbush Avenue 
south of Church Avenue. Funds for the construction of the school were contributed by Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, 
John Jay, and others.7 Both this building and the 1796 rebuilding of the original Dutch Reformed Church are still extant.  
 
Flatbush was one of the major slave-holding areas in the north.8 In 1813, Flatbush Town had the highest number of 
enslaved people in Kings County, with the average household including 5.7 enslaved people of African descent.9 In 1820, 
enslaved people made up approximately one fifth of the total population of Flatbush.10 Many farmers relied on enslaved 
people for their large agricultural operations. In 1827, New York passed a law prohibiting slavery, although due to 
loopholes in the law, the institution did not die out until the 1840s.11 After the abolition, many former enslaved people and 
their descendants settled in Flatbush.12 The Lefferts family household included several enslaved people of African descent 
during the eighteenth century and early nineteenth century. The family began to free the enslaved members of the 
household in the early 1820s. To compensate for the loss of enslaved labor, the family leased land to tenant farmers.13  
 
Through the first half of the nineteenth century, Flatbush remained principally characterized by large farms and estates 
owned by the descendants of prominent Dutch families as well as tenant farmers. Much of the historic district was in the 
possession of John Lefferts. Immediately southeast of the historic district near the intersection of Winthrop Street and 
Albany Avenue, was a complex of Kings County institutions, including an alms house, lunatic asylum, and hospital.14  
 
In 1858, a group of Flatbush citizens concerned about the lack of educational and religious services available to the local 
African American community established an organization which they called the Society for the Amelioration of the 
Colored Population. The priority of the group was realized in the construction of a schoolhouse that would also be used 
for prayer meetings and community gatherings. The property was acquired by the city as part of the construction of 
Prospect Park and the schoolhouse was moved to another site in the area using funds from the city acquisition as well as 

 
3 Michael D. Caratzas, Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report: Flatbush District No. 1 School, 2274 Church 
Avenue, Brooklyn (New York: City of New York, 2007). 
4 Allbray, 2004.  
5 Vanderbilt, 1881. 
6 Prospect Park Alliance History of Lefferts Historic House. https://www.prospectpark.org/visit-the-park/places-to-go/lefferts-historic-
house/lefferts-historic-house-history/ Undated web page, accessed December 7, 2022.  
7 Landmarks Preservation Commission, Erasmus Hall Museum (New York: City of New York, 1966).   
8 Allbray, 2004. 
9 Augustus W. Harris AAHGS Jean Sampson Scott Greater New York Chapter Newsletter, Fall 1995, 1-3. 
10 Caratzas, 2007. 
11 Allbray, 2004. 
12 Vanderbilt, 1881. 
13 Prospect Park Alliance, undated.  
14 Matthew Dripps, Map of Kings and Part of Queens Counties, Long Island, NY (New York: M. Dripps, 1852). 

https://www.prospectpark.org/visit-the-park/places-to-go/lefferts-historic-house/lefferts-historic-house-history/
https://www.prospectpark.org/visit-the-park/places-to-go/lefferts-historic-house/lefferts-historic-house-history/
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donors including John Lefferts. These also equipped the schoolhouse with a bell, a nursery, and a chapel. Ownership of 
the building was gifted to the Reformed Dutch Church, through which religious services were provided. In 1878, the 
schoolhouse property was acquired again, this time for the Brooklyn, Flatbush, and Coney Island Railway, and again John 
Lefferts stepped in to move the building to another site, this time on Lefferts Avenue where it was reopened as a church 
and school.15 The congregation was located near the corner of what is now Lefferts Avenue and Washington Avenue.16 
Lefferts took a keen personal interest in the church even occasionally teaching in the Sunday school.17 In 1892, the Dutch 
Reformed Church and a building committee headed by John Lefferts commissioned architect George Morse to design a 
new church, this one far larger and more substantial than the original, located on Lincoln Road and Bedford Avenue 
(which was under construction at that time).18 (Based on historic maps, the older building on Lefferts Avenue remained 
standing for several decades but was used in connection with an auto repair shop until the site was redeveloped with row 
houses in the 1920s19).  John Lefferts donated the land for the new church, and donations by the Lefferts and other 
prominent local families resulted in an impressive brick church with Tiffany stained-glass windows and classroom space. 
John Lefferts died in 1893 at the age of 66, when the building was still under construction.20  In 1903, the congregation 
reengaged Morse to design a new school building behind the church on the corner of Bedford and Lefferts Avenues.21   
 
The character of Flatbush transformed in the nineteenth century as new transportation connections linked the area to the 
rest of Brooklyn. The Smith Birdsall stage line opened in 1830, connecting Flatbush and Downtown Brooklyn. New 
streets were laid in Flatbush in the 1830s, and the village was developed with a small number of wood-frame houses and a 
Protestant Episcopal church. The Brooklyn City Railroad Company built a line down Flatbush Avenue in 1860. In 1866, 
development of Prospect Park, (which now defines the western boundary of the neighborhood) began. Designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, the park gave the surrounding area wider notoriety and made it a popular 
leisure destination among visitors from other neighborhoods. The Brooklyn, Flatbush & Coney Island Railroad opened in 
1878, further connecting Flatbush with other areas of Brooklyn; and by 1896, the line extended across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to Manhattan.22   
 
The heart of the Town of Flatbush was located south of the nominated historic district around the intersection of Flatbush 
and Church Avenues, where the Dutch Reformed Church and Erasmus Hall Academy had long stood. Flatbush Town Hall 
(NRHP 1972) was constructed between 1874 and 1875 at 35 Snyder Avenue, an impressive High Victorian Gothic brick 
building designed by John Y. Cuyler. Flatbush District School No. 1 (demolished 2016), a large brick school building also 
designed by Cuyler was built on Church Avenue in the same area in 1878. Flatbush was annexed to the City of Brooklyn 
in 1894.23 In turn, Brooklyn became part of New York City in 1898.  
 
Local institutions, amenities, and utilities also expanded as Flatbush grew. The Flatbush Gas Company had been 
incorporated in 1864, offering services to existing houses and drawing new residents to the neighborhood. In 1882, the 
Flatbush Water Works Company constructed twelve wells to provide drinking water to what was then the Town of 
Flatbush, and in 1893, the Knickerbocker Electric Light and Power Company was established to light the area’s streets 
and public parks (1908).  
 
The area now included in the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District, located in the northern part of Flatbush, 

 
15 Vanderbilt, 1881. 
16 “Pulpit and Pew,” The Standard Union, December 3, 1892,.3. 
17 “The Late John Lefferts,” Times Union, May 6, 1893, 6.  
18 “Flatbush Happenings: Work to be Begun on a Handsome New Church,” The Brooklyn Citizen, December 27, 1892, 3.  
19 See for example: Robinson, E. Robinson’s Atlas of King’s County, New York. 1890; E.B. Hyde & Co. Atlas of the Borough of 
Brooklyn, City of New York. E.B. Hyde & Co.: New York, 1916.  
20 “Flatbush Gossip: John Lefferts Dies in His Carriage While out Driving,” The Brooklyn Citizen, April 19, 1893, 3.   
21 Andrew Dolkart, Luella Boddewyn, Douglas Brenner, Rachel Carley, and Anthony Robins, Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic 
District Designation Report, Landmarks Preservation Commission (New York: City of New York, 1979). 
22 Dolkart et al., 1979.  
23 Caratzas, 2007.  
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remained more sparsely developed for a decade or two after the development of Prospect Park and the urbanization of 
Flatbush. This area’s development hinged on the subdivision of the farms and estates that had formerly defined it, as 
described in the following section.    
 
Development of Prospect Lefferts Gardens Neighborhood 
As illustrated on historic maps, such as the 1852 Dripps map of Kings County, almost the entire neighborhood now 
known as Prospect Lefferts Gardens, including the historic district, was part of the 300-acre farm of John Lefferts (1826-
1893) until the last quarter of the nineteenth century.24 Lefferts was known as the wealthiest man in Flatbush, with an 
estate valued at three million dollars. He was involved in the Brooklyn City Railroad, the Flatbush Gas Company, the 
Long Island Trust Company, and other organizations that played a significant role in the development of the Flatbush 
area. He was also the father of six children, including James Lefferts and Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt, who would remain 
heavily involved in local affairs.25   
 
John Lefferts began to subdivide portions of the family’s landholdings in 1887, when he advertised 516 lots comprising 
the area between Rogers and New York Avenues and between Lincoln Road and Fenimore Street (including several 
blocks in the historic district). The advertisement, which was marketed mainly to speculative developers, explained, “The 
absurdity of devoting lands so desirable, central and valuable to raising corn and potatoes has finally induced the owner to 
part with [the] lots.” It also stressed the historic value of the Lefferts farm and surrounding area, suggesting that the 
culture of the early Dutch settlers imbued the area with a dignified ambiance that compared favorably to other developed 
parts of Brooklyn.  
 

Unrivaled in health, beauty, and social attractions, embalmed in the loving memories of her children, by 
the accumulated reminiscences of two hundred years, every spot is hallowed and every acre has a history 
of the sturdy men and thrifty women, who voluntarily left their native land to clear the forest and found 
homes amid savages…. People have wondered at the proverbial air of quiet comfort and dignified beauty 
of Flatbush compared with the garish ostentation of newer locations, and the reasons are manifest. The 
descendants of the early settlers still live there and the ancient virtue is not obliterated.26 

 
The advertisement noted the existence of transportation, pure water, gas connections, and access to nearby amenities such 
as Prospect Park, the Dutch Reformed Church, and Erasmus Hall.  
 
John Lefferts died in 1893 at the age of sixty-six while driving through the neighborhood in a carriage. Later that year, his 
son, James Lefferts (1855-1915), continued the process of subdividing the remains of the Lefferts family farm. A large 
portion of the former estate land was subdivided into 600 building lots as the Lefferts Manor development, which was 
located immediately south and west of the historic district, bounded by Lincoln Road to the north, Flatbush Avenue to the 
west, Fenimore Street to the south, and Rogers Avenue to the east. Lefferts intended for this subdivision to be 
characterized as an exclusive enclave. Covenants placed on each property permitted only single-family dwellings, a 
notable exception in the quickly developing Brooklyn where two-family row houses were increasingly common. Lefferts 
also imposed consistent lot sizes and uniform designs for fencing and outbuildings. The Lefferts Manor Association was 
established in 1919, charged with imposing restrictions requiring each building to be a single-family residence built of 
brick or stone, at least two stories in height, with a front yard at least fourteen feet deep. As a single-family, uniform 
subdivision, Lefferts Manor is still distinctive from surrounding areas (including the historic district), which tend to 
include more two-family, multi-family, and mixed-use buildings. 
 
The nominated historic district was not part of the Lefferts Manor development and was subdivided and developed 

 
24 Dripps, 1852 
25 “Flatbush Gossip: John Lefferts Dies in His Carriage While out Driving,” 1893.  
26 [Advertisement for Land Owned by John Lefferts] Created by Samuel McElroy and Jeremiah Johnson, Jr. 1887. Reproduced on 
Brooklyn Public Library website: https://lefferts.brooklynhistory.org/advertisement-for-land-owned-by-john-lefferts/, accessed 
December 7, 2022.  

https://lefferts.brooklynhistory.org/advertisement-for-land-owned-by-john-lefferts/
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separately, both as part of the 1887 sale of John Lefferts land and other subsequent sales. Due in part to the more 
piecemeal subdivision of the neighborhood within the historic district and the lack of consistent and comprehensive 
covenants that characterized Lefferts Manor, the historic district was somewhat more varied in character than Lefferts 
Manor. The historic district includes a greater variety of building types including single and multi-family row houses, 
mixed-use buildings and apartment houses rather than strictly single-family houses. While the historic district developed 
relatively rapidly, its development more slowly and organically than Lefferts Manor, and therefore contains buildings 
constructed over a longer period of time in a greater variety of architectural styles.  
 
As shown on the 1890 Robinson atlas, several buildings were erected in the western portion of the historic district, near 
the busy transportation corridors of Washington Avenue and Flatbush Avenue. Approximately seven large houses 
occupied the north side of Lincoln Road, between Bedford and Washington Avenues.27 (Most of these houses are no 
longer standing, having been replaced by apartment blocks in the 1920s and 1930s.) The remainder of the area consisted 
of vacant lots, some still owned by John Lefferts; others owned by individuals or groups that had purchased lots from him, 
such as “Charles McCauley and others,” in the northern part of the historic district, and Dorman T. Warren.28 These 
landholders in turn sold lots to real estate developers such as the Kingston Real Estate Company and others who 
commissioned the row house blocks that now chiefly define the area.  Among the first such developments occurred in the 
1890s, where brick and brownstone houses were built such as the Romanesque Revival-style residences at 185 to 189 
Lincoln Road.29 The Fire Department Engine 249 Ladder 113 building was also built in the 1890s, as well as the Grace 
Reformed Church, a neo-Italian Renaissance-style building occupying the northwest corner of Bedford Avenue and 
Lincoln Road, which was constructed in 1893. As described above, the church was built to improve upon an earlier chapel 
and school which had been funded by the Lefferts Family and the Society for the Amelioration of the Colored Population 
and gifted to the Dutch Reformed Church.30  
 
While development in the historic district occurred rapidly in the early years of the twentieth century, it occurred in a 
more piecemeal fashion than characterized the Lefferts Manor development with a greater variety of building types and 
styles. Some row house developments occupied the entirety of a block while others were limited to one or two lots. A 
series of 301 lots that were once part of John Lefferts’ estate was auctioned by Jeremiah Johnson in 1906. These were 
located between Sullivan Place and Lincoln Road, and between Washington Avenue and New York Avenue (comprising 
several blocks in the northern section of the historic district). Many of these lots were sold subject to covenants and 
restrictions such as “Every house must cost at least $3,000. And be at least two stories in height… no stables, 
manufactories or factories will be permitted on the [properties].” Some lots carried specific restrictions on minimum 
setbacks and construction materials.31 The sale advertisement specifically called out plans to construct a new cathedral 
which would rival St. Patrick’s in a location a short distance north of the lots that were for sale (this cathedral was never 
built; instead a Jesuit boys’ school known as the Brooklyn Preparatory School would be built there in 1908). It also cited 
Prospect Park and the surrounding institutions, the planned subway lines on Flatbush Avenue and Eastern Parkway and 
nearby trolleys and elevated railroads, and the rows of brick houses that were already being built on adjacent blocks.  
 
By the turn of the twentieth century, transportation networks were rapidly expanding, New York’s population was 
growing, and new commuter neighborhoods were developing. The 1912 E. Belcher Hyde map of Brooklyn shows most of 
the blocks in the historic district lined with rows of brick and stone-clad houses. 32 The majority of these rows were 
designed in the Renaissance Revival style.  Active builders in the area included Frederick B. Norris, Realty Associates, 
and Kingston Building Company. Norris was an early builder in Flatbush. Between 1908 and 1912, he constructed seven 

 
27 Robinson, E. Robinson’s Atlas of King’s County, New York. 1890. 
28 Robinson, 1890 
29 E. Belcher Hyde, Atlas of the Borough of Brooklyn of the City of New York (New York: E.B. Hyde & Co., 1898). 
30 E. Belcher Hyde, 1898 
31 301 Valuable Brooklyn Lots located on Bedford, Rogers, and Nostrand Avenues. Jere. Johnson, Jr. Company: Brooklyn, New York. 
1906 (Advertising materials in the New York Public Library Collection: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/7a1cc250-5942-0131-
a8a8-58d385a7b928#/?uuid=7a1cc250-5942-0131-a8a8-58d385a7b928). 
32 Belcher Hyde, E., Atlas of the Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York, 1912. 
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large, detached houses on Lincoln Road, between Bedford and Flatbush Avenues (1908). Also between 1908 and 1912, 
Realty Associates built fifty-four houses on both sides of Sterling Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues.33 The 
modest limestone and brownstone Renaissance Revival-style houses were designed by Benjamin Driesler.34 Driesler 
(1867-1949), a Bavarian-born architect and a long-time resident of the area, was a prolific designer of residential 
buildings in Brooklyn and on Long Island.35 His contributions in the neighborhood are typically single-family, two-story 
brownstones, each with eight rooms and a bath, a size suitable for families of the day. According to a contemporary 
advertisement, “They are primarily designed for the use of families without the absolute necessity of servant help and all 
the living room are on one floor.”36  The houses were priced from $6,775 to $8,250, with payments accepted as monthly 
installments.37 During the same period, the Kingston Realty Company built 108 single-family row houses on both sides of 
Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and Nostrand Avenues, designed by distinguished Brooklyn architect Frank S. Lowe. 
 
Real estate advertisements of the 1900s and 1910s touted the benefits of both multi-family and single-family apartments 
in the area. They typically noted the convenience of the neighborhood to Prospect Park, the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 
beaches, churches and schools, Ebbets Field (after 1912), and to trolleys and subways with easy commutes to Manhattan. 
Apartments were advertised as “bargains,” but also as high-quality architecture and craftsmanship with modern 
appliances, electric lights, and heat and hot water. While buildings in the historic district may have been marketed towards 
a wider and less exclusive audience than their neighbors in Lefferts Manor, some early twentieth century rental 
advertisements marketed apartments to “Christian families.”38 Despite this, early twentieth century census records indicate 
that the neighborhood was then populated by families with a wide variety of backgrounds, including individuals born in 
New York, as well as others hailing from Germany, Ireland, Italy, Poland, in addition to Yiddish-speaking families of 
Eastern European origin. Resident families almost universally had middle-class professions, including small business 
owners, clerks, machinists, salespeople, and civil servants. The families in the historic district in the first two decades of 
the twentieth century were typically white. Some buildings were owned and entirely occupied by a single family, others 
were owned by families who rented apartments in their home; while other buildings were occupied by one or more 
families who were renting from a non-resident owner.39  
 
Major League baseball stadium Ebbets Field was constructed in 1912, immediately north of the historic district at Bedford 
Avenue and Sullivan Place. Home to the Brooklyn Dodgers, the stadium had a capacity for 23,000 fans. This large facility 
undoubtedly signaled the area’s urbanization. The large crowds strained the neighborhood at times but also contributed to 
a flourishing business for restaurants and nightclubs along Flatbush Avenue.40 In 1917, the Lefferts family heirs gifted the 
eighteenth-century farmhouse, which was still standing on Flatbush Avenue between Maple and Midwood Streets, to New 
York City. The building was relocated to Prospect Park where it has stood ever since. 
 
Rows of single-family residences, most designed in the Renaissance Revival style, were constructed along the east-west-
oriented streets in the historic district throughout the 1900s and 1910s. By 1915, much of the historic district was 
developed, though large lots of vacant land remained on the blocks of Maple and Midwood Streets. Frederick B. Norris 
was one of the leaders of development in the area between 1915 and 1925, including these blocks on which he built 
modest brick houses with Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival stylistic elements designed by the Slee and Bryson 
architectural firm.  

 
33 “Sterling Houses: Realty Associates have sold many of the new styled homes in Flatbush,” The Brooklyn Citizen, October 3, 1909. 
34 Brooklyn Times Union (Advertisement) April 5, 1909. 
35 “Benjamin Driesler, Noted Architect,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 14, 1949, 37. 
36 Brooklyn Citizen, 1909, 8. 
37 Brooklyn Citizen, 1909. 
38 See for example “Can’t Be Duplicated,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 17, 1912, 46.  
39 1910 and 1920 United States federal censuses. 
40 Jerome Krase and Judith DeSene. Race, Class, and Gentrification in Brooklyn: A View from the Street. Lanham, Maryland: 
Lexington Books, 2016. 
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The neighborhood remained home to many residents of Irish, Italian, and European Jewish descent throughout the first 
half of the twentieth century. During the World War II era, Jewish immigrants increasingly populated the area. The 
historic district developed to include density and commercial uses, which suited the growing population and changing 
demographics of Brooklyn. The first large apartment buildings in the historic district were constructed in the 1910s, such 
as the corner building at 1764 Bedford Avenue known as both Sterling Arms and Lincoln Court, a four-story buff-brick 
Neoclassical-style building. Advertisements for this building touted spacious and sunny four- and five-story apartments 
with the most modern utilities and finishes.41 Apartment buildings proliferated in the historic district in the 1920s and 
1930s, particularly along Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln Road between Washington and Bedford Avenues. The last 
apartment building constructed in the historic district was the six-story apartment building at 150 Lefferts Avenue, 
constructed in 1939. The neighborhood had been fully built out by 1940 and would not see additional construction until a 
handful of buildings were constructed in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century to replace earlier buildings. 

In contrast to the more architecturally eclectic and ethnically diverse middle-class character of the historic district, with its 
row houses, commercial buildings, and low-rise apartment buildings, the neighboring Lefferts Manor development, 
located immediately southwest of the historic district, remained a comparatively wealthy enclave of single-family row 
houses, due to the restrictive covenants placed on the properties that prohibited commercial uses as well as the subdivision 
of properties for multiple families.42  

Architectural Context 
 
The buildings included within the historic district represent a variety of single- and multi-family urban forms and styles 
that are emblematic of trends in New York City’s developing neighborhoods at the end of the nineteenth century and in 
the first decades of the twentieth century.  
 
The historic district includes a small number of freestanding wood-frame houses constructed in the Queen Anne style. 
Many with porches, dormers, and asymmetrical forms, these are typically among the earliest extant houses in the 
neighborhood and are reminders of a period in which the character of the neighborhood had not yet taken shape.  
 
The brick and stone-fronted row houses that characterize so many of the residential blocks in the historic district are turn-
of-the-century examples of the Renaissance Revival style. According to Charles Lockwood, stately row houses in the 
Italianate, Second Empire, and Neo-Grec styles, which had enjoyed great popularity decades earlier, came to be viewed as 
dark, monolithic, controlled, and oppressive in some quarters by the late nineteenth century. Fresh inspiration was taken in 
the Renaissance Revival, which applied Classical motifs to row house architecture in a more eclectic and fanciful manner, 
drawing from Queen Anne, Beaux Arts, and Romanesque design vocabularies when it suited.43 This approach to the 
Renaissance Revival is on full display in the historic district, where row blocks maintain enough uniformity and formality 
to impart a dignified ambiance while at the same time introducing fanciful ornamentation, lively texture, and varied facing 
materials. In many rows in the historic district, each house is made distinct through the alternating design variations in 
repeating pattern. Examples include 242 to 304 Lefferts Avenue, designed by Frank S. Lowe and developed by Kingston 
Realty Company in 1905. These are clad in brick of varying color, including red and buff, with limestone trim that 
features a variety of decorative motifs that alternate for each building the row, including scallop shells medallions 
ornamenting round arches and stylized Corinthian pilasters. Another typical example is found in 231 to 283 Sterling 
Street, a row of buildings designed by Benjamin Driesler and constructed in 1908; these alternate bow fronts and three-
sided bays in an A-A-B-B pattern and transition between limestone and brownstone facing materials. A similar approach 
is taken in several examples of the Romanesque Revival style, which also borrow from other vocabularies. Examples 
include row at 185 to 191 Lincoln Road, designed by August Nordberg and constructed in 1895. These use a variety of 
materials including buff brick, brownstone, and limestone; and bow fronts are interspersed with three-sided projecting 
bays to give each house a distinct identity and create a lively block front.  

 
41 “Sterling Arms, Lincoln Court,” (Advertisement) Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 10, 1912, 46. 
42 Krase, 2016. 
43 Charles Lockwood, Bricks & Brownstone: The New York Row House, 1783-1929 (New York: Abbeville Press, New York. 1972).  
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Later row houses and semi-detached duplexes include several examples of the Tudor Revival style, such as 341 to 375 
Midwood Street, built in 1931, where pairs of two-story brick residences feature steeply pitched asymmetrical roofs with 
half-timbered treatment. These are set back slightly, affording a small front yard.  Another example of the Tudor Revival 
style is found in the duplexes at 24 to 104 Sterling Street, constructed ca. 1923, which feature slate roofs, steeply pitched 
entry hoods with corbels, and rustic brick facing.  Other later duplexes are examples of the and the Neoclassical style, 
such as 22 to 30 Lefferts Avenue, paired two-story brick houses with simple Classically-inspired ornamentation.  

Apartment buildings in the historic district were constructed in from the 1910s through the 1930s and represent a variety 
of popular styles of their period, including Art Deco, Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival. They reflect the changing 
density of the neighborhood and its popularity among middle-class families in the early twentieth century. An example of 
an Art Deco-style apartment building is found at 105 Lincoln Road and 60 Lefferts Avenue, which like several other 
apartment buildings in the area, appear as two separate back-to-back buildings that are actually connected through a rear 
hyphen. This example, built by Kellner & Anchell in 1929, is a six-story apartment building faced in patterned buff brick 
with projecting corbelled brick spires which rise above the parapet, and are capped with angular stone finials. Two 
adjacent large six-story Tudor Revival-style apartment buildings at 100 Lefferts Avenue and 145 Lincoln Road were 
constructed in 1929 by prolific Brooklyn builder Gustave Kellner, designed by Boris Dorfman, a noted Russian-born 
Brooklyn-based architect who would design many residential and commercial buildings in Brooklyn in a variety of styles.  

The last large apartment buildings in the historic district were constructed in the late 1930s typically in the Colonial 
Revival. Three examples constructed in 1938 are St. Francis Hall at 295 Maple Street; the Lincoln House at 101 Lincoln 
Road, built by the Elberne Building Corporation and designed by J.W. Sherman; and 50 Lefferts Avenue, by the same 
builder and architect. The last major building to be developed in the historic district was the six-story Neo-Georgian-style 
apartment building at 150 Lefferts Avenue designed by Seelig & Finkelstein, constructed in 1939.  

The overall architectural character of the historic district differs from that of neighboring Lefferts Manor Historic District 
in several ways. Lefferts Manor almost exclusively contains single-family dwellings, including opulent freestanding 
houses and stately row houses. The row houses in Lefferts Manor typically date to the early twentieth century, mainly 
examples of the Renaissance Revival style, faced in limestone and brownstone. The freestanding houses in Lefferts Manor 
are more varied in style and materials ranging from the brick neo-Georgian to the half-timbered Tudor Revival; they are 
consistently large, single-family houses, however, catering to the upper middle class. In contrast, the Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens Historic District contains a greater variety of building types, including single-family houses, duplexes, 
commercial buildings, apartment buildings and religious and municipal buildings. It also contains a greater variety of 
architectural styles, ranging from modest free-standing Queen Anne-style houses of the late nineteenth century to large 
Art Deco-style apartment buildings. Some of the Renaissance Revival-style row houses in the nominated historic district 
are similar to those found in Lefferts Manor, however, in the nominated historic district the rows are interspersed with 
other building types and residential building streets are intersected by commercial avenues. While Lefferts Manor is 
entirely residential in character, the Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District is a neighborhood microcosm, 
encompassing row blocks, apartment buildings, churches, businesses.  
 
Architects and Builders 
A large number of architects and builders participated in the construction boom in the historic district from the 1890s 
through the 1930s. In some cases, individual architects or builders contributed a single building or row within the historic 
district, while others were more prolific.  
 
Benjamin Driesler designed both row houses and freestanding buildings in the historic district. Born in Bavaria in 1867, 
Driesler was a prolific designer of residential buildings in Brooklyn and on Long Island.44 Maintaining close ties to the 
Old World while living in Brooklyn, he sought to bring European architectural influence to the residences of middle-class 

 
44 “Benjamin Driesler, Noted Architect,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, November 14, 1949, 37. 
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New Yorkers. He was a vocal supporter of the New York State Tenement House Act of 1901, which placed new 
parameters on the design of apartments to ensure improved lighting, ventilation, plumbing, and fire safety. While some 
developers decried the restrictions, Driesler published a design for a model tenement in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
suggesting that improved conditions could be affordably incorporated into modern flats.45 Among his contributions in the 
historic district are several freestanding residential buildings including 315, 319, 323, 333, 341, 347, and 349 Lincoln 
Road as well as rows at 232 to 300 Sterling Street, 231 to 283 Sterling Street, and a pair of row houses at 287 to 289 
Sterling Street. The freestanding buildings on Lincoln Road were constructed in 1907 and were described in contemporary 
newspaper advertisements as "handsome apartment houses." They are eclectic four-story buildings with Renaissance 
Revival and Neoclassical influences, faux mansard roofs clad in pantiles, dormers, and central entryways flanked with 
pilasters and capped with entablatures. Driesler’s row blocks on Sterling Street, constructed circa 1908, include limestone 
and brownstone-faced houses in the Renaissance Revival style with bow fronts and projecting three-sided bays alternating 
in a regular pattern, creating a consistent but lively rhythm on the block.  
 
Another distinguished Brooklyn architect who made a major contribution to the historic district was Frank S. Lowe, who 
designed several long row blocks on Lefferts Avenue in 1905 and 1906, including 158 to 216 Lefferts Avenue, 242 to 304 
Lefferts Avenue, 139 to 217 Lefferts Avenue, and 241 to 301 Lefferts Avenue in partnership with Kingston Realty Co. 
Similar to Driesler’s row houses, Lowe’s Renaissance Revival designs incorporated alternating bow fronts and canted 
bays and subtle variations in ornament from house to house creating dynamic yet cohesive blocks. The Lefferts Avenue 
rows are faced in brick and limestone with fanciful details such as half-round scalloped door hoods. Outside of the historic 
district, Lowe designed large hotels and apartment buildings, particularly in Brooklyn Heights, where his office was 
located, including the Standish at 171 Columbia Heights (contributing building to the Brooklyn Heights Historic District, 
NRHP 1966, NHL 1965), as well as ostentatious ‘French Renaissance’ row houses on Pierrepont Street (also within the 
Brooklyn Heights Historic District).   
  
Frederick E. Buchar (also spelled Bucher), an architect and builder with an office on Pitkin Avenue in Brooklyn, designed 
numerous houses and commercial buildings in several Brooklyn neighborhoods in the early twentieth century. In the 
historic district, his contributions include the row of mixed-use buildings in the Renaissance Revival style at 406 to 428 
Rogers Avenue, built ca. 1908; and a freestanding house at 208 Sterling Street, built ca. 1910, also in the Renaissance 
Revival style. Frederick L. Hine, another Brooklyn-based architect active from the 1890s through the 1910s, designed 
230, 232, and 234 Midwood Street, two-story brick and limestone Renaissance Revival-style row houses.   
 
Several apartment buildings in the historic district were designed by well-known architect Boris W. Dorfman. Born in 
Russia, Dorfman immigrated to the United States in 1903 and lived in Brooklyn, where he became a leader in apartment 
and office building design. He also designed the Manufacturers Trust Company building, several buildings at Maimonides 
Hospital, and the Infants Home and Hebrew Nursery in Brooklyn.46 A member of the American Institute of Architects and 
the Brooklyn Society of Architects, Dorfman was frequently quoted in contemporary newspapers on matters relating to 
architecture. In a Brooklyn Daily Eagle article of 1927, for example, Dorfman discussed the Brooklyn building boom for 
high-class apartment buildings, which he believed resulted from the trend of commuting professionals seeking out 
comfortable apartments in Brooklyn rather than Manhattan.47 Apartment buildings in the historic district designed by 
Dorfman include 100 Lefferts Avenue and 145 Lincoln Road, both six-story Tudor Revival-style apartment buildings 
constructed in 1929. Constructed of brick, they feature turrets, half-timbered projections, and a massive stone entry 
portico with Tudor arches.  
 
Seelig & Finkelstein also designed apartment buildings in the historic district including 115 Lincoln Road and 78 Lefferts 
Avenue, a connected pair of back-to-back six-story apartment blocks constructed in 1938; and 150 Lefferts Avenue, a six-

 
45 “Floor Plan of a Flat,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. June 21, 1902. p. 11.  
46 “Boris Dorfman, 82, Architect 50 Years,” New York Times. July 2, 1964. 
47 “Dorfman Predicts New Records in Building for 1927,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. January 2, 1927. p. 45.  
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story Neo-Georgian-style apartment constructed in 1939. Both are large brick buildings designed in the Neo-Georgian 
style. Seelig & Finkelstein, also Brooklyn based, designed many large apartment buildings in Brooklyn, Queens, and the 
Bronx during the first half of the twentieth century.  
 
Other architects who worked in the historic district include George Morse, who designed Grace Reformed Church (1892-
1893) in the Italian Renaissance style, and the associated Sunday School (1903). Born in Maine in 1836, Morse moved to 
New York at a young age where he studied under English architect Gervaise Wheeler, until starting his own practice in 
Brooklyn in 1860. Among his other noted works are the Old First Reformed Church (1888-1893; NRHP 1998) at 126 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope and Franklin Trust Company Building at 166 Montague Street (1891; Brooklyn Heights 
Historic District) in Brooklyn Heights. William J. Ryan designed the Sisters of Saint Joseph Convent (1909) and the 
adjacent large brick Renaissance Revival-style St. Francis of Assisi Church (1913). Ryan, born in New York to Irish 
parents, was based in Brooklyn on Ryerson Street. His other works include Our Lady of Sorrows parochial school (1912) 
in Corona, Queens.  
 
A number of builders and real estate financing and management companies took part in the flurry of building activity in 
the historic district from the 1890s through the 1930s. Among the first period of prolific builders was William Arthur 
Alexander Brown (W.A.A. Brown). Brown’s life began on a sprawling family estate which included a Greek Revival 
mansion and botanical garden, once called “the showplace of Flatbush,” several blocks south of the historic district.48 
Brown would go on to gradually subdivide the family estate, opening new streets and creating the residential development 
known as Melrose Park, which was developed between the 1890s and 1920s. Simultaneously, eager to profit from the 
rapid development in the area east of Prospect Park, Brown purchased and developed other real estate throughout the part 
of Flatbush now known as Prospect Lefferts Gardens, including portions of the historic district. Brown often worked with 
preeminent Brooklyn residential architect Benjamin Driesler on building projects throughout the neighborhood. Together, 
they refined the “Brooklyn Duplex,” a form of two-family house that afforded privacy to each tenant family with separate 
entries and other innovations. They also teamed on more traditional single-family row houses and freestanding houses.49 
Within the historic district, Brown served as builder for 315, 319, 323, 333, 341, 347, and 349 Lincoln Road (1905), the 
freestanding apartment houses designed by Driesler in the Renaissance Revival style.  
 
Other builders that played a substantial role in the first period of the historic district’s development included Kingston 
Realty Co., which partnered with architect Frank S. Lowe to develop several blocks of row houses on Lefferts Avenue 
during the first decade of the twentieth century, as described above. Realty Associates, who hired Benjamin Driesler to 
design two blocks of row houses from 232 to 300 Sterling Street (1908-1910) and 231 to 283 Sterling Street (1909), were 
a major real estate finance and development company from the time of their founding in 1901. The Brooklyn-based 
company was established with four million dollars of capital and a mission to construct “buildings, hotels, docks, canals, 
tunnels, and warehouses.”50 Based on subsequent notices in newspapers, the company focused their investments in 
residential real estate in Brooklyn, remaining a substantial player in development for several decades.  
 
Kellner & Anchell were among the developers of apartment buildings in the last period of the historic district’s 
development. They also served as rental agents for the apartments. The Brooklyn-based real estate company was active in 
apartment building construction in the borough, particularly in Flatbush, in the 1910s through 1930s. They also developed 
single-family houses in more suburban parts of Brooklyn. Among their projects in the historic district were 105 Lincoln 
Road and 60 Lefferts Avenue (1929), and 131 Lincoln Road and 86 Lefferts Avenue (1931), two back-to-back apartment 
blocks with Art Deco and Neo-Gothic design influences. Another apartment building developer active in the historic 
district during this period was the Elberne Building Corporation, which developed two Colonial Revival-style brick 

 
48 “Melrose Park, Flatbush,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. November 20, 1909. p. 22.  
49 Christopher Brazee and Richard Walkes. Melrose Park: Eligibility Study for a Proposed National Register Historic District. 
Prepared for the Prospect Lefferts Heritage Council, March 2017.  
50 “Large Realty Concern Formed,” New York Times, November 3, 1901. p. 2.  
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apartment buildings, 50 Lefferts Avenue and 101 Lincoln Road,  known as the Lefferts House and Lincoln House, 
respectively, in the late 1930s. The real estate financing and management company, led by Samuel Turner, hired Jacob W. 
Sherman as architect, both on these buildings and a small number of other developments elsewhere in Brooklyn. Like 
many apartment buildings in the historic district, these were marketed as luxury buildings with elevators and modern 
amenities, close to Prospect Park and the subway.51  

Recent History 

From the 1950s, demographics in the neighborhood shifted again, as some white families followed the wider trend of 
moving to suburban areas as post-war housing shortages eased. Simultaneously, African Americans both from New York 
and the South increasingly moved to Flatbush and Prospect Lefferts Gardens.52 The Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
Neighborhood Association was created in 1968 to promote a healthy racially diverse community, protect the rights of 
seniors, and to oppose detrimental and discriminatory real estate and bank practices such as redlining, which had affected 
other areas and were perceived as a very real threat in the neighborhood.53  The Association also coined the name of the 
neighborhood, which had historically been considered part of Flatbush. Prospect Lefferts Gardens was intended to 
reference the Lefferts Estate (and Lefferts Manor), Prospect Park, and the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens. The neighborhood 
association was also effective in maintaining a sense of community, organizing events such as historic house tours, and 
fostering a sense of cooperation in the upkeep of homes, streets, and neighborhood amenities. A 1976 newspaper called 
the neighborhood “thoroughly integrated," a place where "blacks and whites live side by side in peace.”54 Caribbean 
Americans first immigrated to New York City in numbers beginning in the late nineteenth century, but it was not until the 
1940s and 1950s that Brooklyn neighborhoods like Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant began to develop a substantial 
Caribbean community, with Flatbush and Prospect Lefferts Gardens following in the 1960s and 1970s.55 Caribbean 
immigration rose in part as a result of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which removed certain discriminatory 
immigration policies.56 Caribbean Americans in Prospect Lefferts Gardens and other Brooklyn neighborhoods have 
influenced the area’s politics, culture, music, and cuisine associated In 2017, the City of New York officially recognized a 
large portion of Flatbush, including the historic district, as “Little Caribbean” to celebrate the vibrant culture of the area.57 
The Caribbean American community has shifted away from the neighborhood somewhat in the recent years as many 
former residents have been “priced out” in the process of gentrification that has affected many parts of Brooklyn. 
Newcomers are attracted by comparatively affordable prices as well as the neighborhood’s intact historic row house 
architecture.58   
 

 
51 See, for example, “Just Completed: 101 Lincoln Road,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, September 11, 1938. p. 45.  
52 Allbray, 2004. 
53 J.C. Barden, “Prospect‐Lefferts Gardens Community Is Battling for Racial Stability,” New York Times, June 17, 1979.  
54 Daniel O’Grady, “Area Changes for the Better,” The Daily News, May 9, 1976, B2.  
55 Tyesha Maddox “New York: A Caribbean Capital.” Essay. 2018.  
56 David M. Reimers “An Unintended Reform: The 1965 Immigration Act and Third World Immigration to the United States,” Journal 
of American Ethnic History. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press. Vol. 3, No. 1 (Fall 1983).  
57 Marc Torrence “Parts of Flatbush, Prospect Lefferts Gardens To Become ‘Little Caribbean,’” September 26, 2017. Patch website: 
https://patch.com/new-york/ditmaspark/parts-flatbush-plg-become-little-caribbean  Accessed December 9, 2022. 
58 Julie Besonen “Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, Brooklyn: Diverse, Historic and Convenient,” The New York Times. New York, New 
York, February 5, 2017. Section RE, p. 7.  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):   
 
10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  63.54 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1  18N   587913   4501861  3 18N   588857   4501775 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2  18N   588622  4501927  4  18N   588909   4501536 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

5  18N   588487   4501465  6 18N   588463   4501705 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

7  18N   587865  4501651  8         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale. It is bounded approximately by Sterling Street 
to the north, Lincoln Road and Rutland Road to the south, Nostrand Avenue and New York Avenue to the east, and 
Flatbush Avenue to the west.  
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The southern and western boundaries of the historic district are bounded by the existing Lefferts Manor Historic District, 
which has a history that is distinct from that of the historic district. The northern boundary and eastern boundaries have 
been defined to reflect the historic boundaries of the neighborhood and to exclude areas that are more commercial in 
character with more recent infill buildings.   
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Molly McDonald and Madeleine Helmer 

organization AKRF, Inc.  date  December 2022 

street & number  440 Park Avenue South, 7th Floor telephone  917.566.0525 

city or town   New York, NY state  NY zip code  10016 

e-mail mmcdonald@akrf.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 
• Continuation Sheets 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Figure 1 – 1890 Robinson Map. Plate 1: [Bounded by Montgomery Street, New York Avenue, Malbone Street, Kingston 

Avenue, Fenimore Street, Ocean Avenue and Flatbush Avenue.] NYPL Digital Collections. 
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Figure 2 – Advertisement, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, September 7, 1909 

 

 
Figure 3 – Sterling Street, ca. 1940 
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Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
 
Name of Property: Prospect Lefferts Gardens Historic District 
 
City or Vicinity: Brooklyn 
 
County:  Kings    State: NY 
 
Photographer: Amy Crader 
 
Date Photographed: June 11, 2021 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number: 
 
0001 of 0020. Looking west on Sterling Street west of Bedford Avenue. 
0002 of 0020. Looking northeast towards the row of commercial buildings on the corner of Sterling Street and Rogers 
Avenue 
0003 of 0020. Looking east on Sterling Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. 
0004 of 0020. A view looking west on the north side of Lefferts Avenue just west of Nostrand Avenue 
0005 of 0020. A view looking west on the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and Nostrand Avenues 
 
0006 of 0020. The south side of Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and Nostrand Avenues 
0007 of 0020. A view of the northeast corner of Rogers and Lefferts Avenues 
0008 of 0020. A view of the southeast corner of Rogers and Lefferts Avenues 
0009 of 0020. The Church House for Grace Reformed Church on Bedford Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln 
Road 
0010 of 0020. Grace Reformed Church, located on Bedford Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and Lincoln Road 
0011 of 0020. Looking west towards the north side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. 
0012 of 0020. Looking east towards the north side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues. 
0013 of 0020. The northeast corner of Nostrand Avenue and Lincoln Road. 
0014 of 0020. St Francis of Assisi Church on Nostrand Avenue between Lincoln Road and Maple Street. 
0015 of 0020. The east side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets 
0016 of 0020. The west side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets 
0017 of 0020. Looking west at the rowhouses along the north side of Midwood Street between Rogers and Nostrand 
Avenues 
0018 of 0020. Looking east on Midwood Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues 
0019 of 0020. Looking northeast towards the east side of Rogers Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets 
0020 of 0020. A view of the apartment building on the west side of Bedford Avenue between Sterling Street and Lefferts 
Avenue 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 1. Looking west on Sterling Street west of Bedford Avenue 
 

 
 
Photo 2. Looking northeast towards the row of commercial buildings on the corner of Sterling 
Street and Rogers Avenue 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 3. Looking east on Sterling Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues 
 

 
 
Photo 4. A view looking west on the north side of Lefferts Avenue just west of Nostrand Avenue 
  



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 5. A view looking west on the north side of Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and 
Nostrand Avenues 
 
 

 
 
Photo 6. The south side of Lefferts Avenue between Bedford and Nostrand Avenues  



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 7. A view of the northeast corner of Rogers and Lefferts Avenues 
 

 
 
Photo 8. A view of the southeast corner of Rogers and Lefferts Avenues 
  



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 9. The Church House for Grace Reformed Church on Bedford Avenue between Lefferts 
Avenue and Lincoln Road 
 

 
 
Photo 10. Grace Reformed Church, located on Bedford Avenue between Lefferts Avenue and 
Lincoln Road 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 
 
Photo 11. Looking west towards the north side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand 
Avenues 
 

 
 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photo 12. Looking east towards the north side of Lincoln Road between Rogers and Nostrand 
Avenues 

 
 
Photo 13. The northeast corner of Nostrand Avenue and Lincoln Road 
 

 
Photo 14. St Francis of Assisi Church on Nostrand Avenue between Lincoln Road and Maple 
Street 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 15. The east side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets 
 

 
 
Photo 16. The west side of Nostrand Avenue between Midwood and Maple Streets 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 17. Looking west at the rowhouses along the north side of Midwood Street between 
Rogers and Nostrand Avenues 
 

 
 
Photo 18. Looking east on Midwood Street between Rogers and Nostrand Avenues 
 
 
 
 



PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
Photo 19. Looking northeast towards the east side of Rogers Avenue between Midwood and 
Maple Streets 
 

 
 
Photo 20. A view of the apartment building on the west side of Bedford Avenue between 
Sterling Street and Lefferts Avenue 
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