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1. Name of Property 

historic name  Stewart Park 

other names/site number  al  Renwick Park; Newman Golf Course; Renwick Wildwood 

name of related multiple property listing  

2. Location 

street & number  1 James L Gibbs Drive      not for publication 

city or town  Ithaca (city)   vicinity 

state  New York code NY county  Tompkins code 109 zip code  14853 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
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5. Classification  

 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

 private  building(s) 5 7 buildings 

x public - Local X district 2 3 sites 

 public - State  site 15  structures 

 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object   Total 

 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  1 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LANDSCAPE/park  LANDSCAPE/park 

RECREATION and CULTURE/outdoor recreation  RECREATION and CULTURE/outdoor recreation 

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN/Stick Style  foundation: concrete 

  walls: Wood shingle; clapboards; wany siding 

   Stucco 

  roof: Asphalt shingle; corrugated steel 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)   

Summary Paragraph 

Stewart Park is located on a level 179.19-acre parcel of land owned by and located in the City of Ithaca, 
Tompkins County, New York.  The park parcel is bounded northerly by Cayuga Lake, easterly by the Norfolk 
& Southern Railroad, southerly by Pier Road, and westerly by the Cayuga (Lake) Inlet.  The park is bisected by 
Fall Creek, which empties into the lake at the northwest corner of the parcel.  A small (approx. 15 acres) 
triangular parcel staddles the point at the confluence of Fall Creek and Cayuga Inlet where both flow into the 
lake.  This parcel forms part of the north boundary and is occupied by Cornell University’s Biological Field 
Station.   

The city-owned Stewart Park parcel comprises five visually distinct areas contained within four 
contiguous historic parcels.  These parcels and areas are discussed in the nomination and include the following.   

• An irregular 19.25-acre area bounded west by Fall Creek, north by Cayuga Lake, south by the Lagoon 
supplied by Pleasant Grove Brook, and east by the area developed as Renwick Park.  The parcel 
incorporates the area laid out for the Cascadilla School athletic facility in the mid-1890s and retains the 
school’s Shingle Style boathouse (SR/NR listed 1991) designed by Ithaca architects Vivian and Gibb in 
1894.  The northwestern section of this parcel is now the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary opened in 1928.  The 
City acquired the school parcel in 1923. 

• A 40-acre rectangular parcel east of the Cascadilla School parcel and bordered on the north by Cayuga 
Lake.  This parcel extends east to the site of Port Renwick adjacent to the Norfolk & Southern Railroad.  
Pleasant Grove Brook and the Stewart Park Lagoon form the south boundary.  The Ithaca Street Railway 
Company opened its trolley terminus pleasure ground, Renwick Park, on this parcel in 1894.  Wharton, 
Inc., a silent film studio, used the property in the late 1910s.  The city acquired this parcel in 1921. 
This area features generally open lawns dotted by mature trees and shrubs.   A curvilinear circulation 
system of paths and roads connect it with similarly open land on the former Cascadilla School property 
between it and Fall Creek.  Ithaca architecture firm, Vivian and Gibb, designed two Shingle-style 
pavilions and a teahouse for Renwick Park in 1894.  Later additions to the Renwick Park landscape 
under city ownership include children’s play areas, a carousel, and the Stewart Memorial flagpole.   

• An approximately 55-acre triangular parcel south of Pleasant Grove Brook bounded westerly by Fall 
Creek and easterly by the railroad forms the Renwick Wildwood.  This parcel preserves a fragment of 
hardwood swamp habitat that once characterized the extensive wetland area at the head of Cayuga Lake.  
This parcel was donated to the City in 1913 and designated as the Renwick Wildwood in 1917. 

• An approximately 80-acre parcel between Fall Creek and Cayuga Inlet minus the Cornell Biological 
Field Station at its northern tip is now the City’s nine-hole Newman Golf Course opened in 1935.   
Two steel footbridges also built in 1935 as part of Hewitt and Metzgar plan for Stewart Park connect the 
golf course with parts of the park east of Fall Creek. The City acquired the Newman Tract, as the parcel 
was known, in 1909 for industrial development. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description 

Natural setting and spatial plan: Stewart Park occupies a 179.19-acre parcel bordering the east bank of the 
Cayuga Inlet, the largest source of surface water supplying the glacially formed Cayuga Lake in central New 
York.  Cayuga Lake is one of several long, narrow, deep lakes in the region often called the Finger Lakes.  Most 
of these waterbodies drain northerly, eventually reaching Lake Ontario, which forms part of the national border 
with Canada.  Cayuga Lake and its near neighbor to the west, Seneca Lake, are the largest of these water bodies.   

Cayuga Lake is more than 35 miles in length.  It curves slightly from Ithaca at its source at its south end 
to a point east of the City of Seneca Falls where the lake drains into Seneca River at its north end.  That river 
was canalized and opened as the Cayuga-Seneca Canal in 1828 to connect both lakes with the Erie Canal, the 
main east–west transportation artery in the state when it opened in 1825.  The Cayuga-Seneca Canal was 
adopted and enlarged as part of the larger New York State Barge Canal opened in 1919. 

Historically, wetlands encircled the head, or south end, of Cayuga Lake, gathering and percolating water 
from several watercourses that drain the surrounding hills east, west, and south of the low-lying marshy area.  
Cayuga Inlet is the largest of these streams.  Fall, Cascadilla, and Six-Mile creeks also flow into Cayuga Lake 
within the city boundary.  Much of this wetland area was drained as the Village of Ithaca, now the City of 
Ithaca, expanded north towards the lake in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  It forms a large 
part of the densely developed area sometimes called “The Flats” that adjoins Stewart Park to the south and 
southeast. 

Circulation patterns: Stewart Park is accessed by automobile from the Stewart Park and Willow Avenue exits 
off the NY 13 arterial.  At the park’s east end, the Stewart Park exit off NY 13 crosses the Norfolk & Southern 
Railroad tracks that form much of the eastern boundary of the park.  West of Fall Creek, the Willow Avenue 
exit meets Pier Road in a T-junction, and Pier Road wraps the southern and eastern perimeter of Newman Golf 
Course located between Cayuga Inlet and the creek.  For some distance south of the lake, the Inlet is navigable 
for small craft, and boat slips line the north bank of Six-Mile Creek near the Inlet just south of the golf course.   

Narrow two-lane auto roads travel a curvilinear system within the former Renwick Park area accessed 
from the Stewart Park exit off NY 13.  After the access road crosses the railroad tracks, it forms a T-junction 
with the park roads.  The north leg parallels the west side of railroad tracks as far as the lakeshore and then 
bends southwest along the water’s edge.  The south leg also parallels the tracks before turning west alongside 
Pleasant Grove Brook.  The latter route forms a loop that allegedly aligns with the oval of the running track laid 
out by the Cascadilla School.1  Parking is offered along the east side of that loop and facing the lakefront.  
Stewart Park Lane runs northwest from the main road to the two large Shingle-style pavilions facing the lake. 

Stewart Park incorporates a one-mile historic-period footpath through the Renwick Wildwood and about 
2.25 miles of the Cayuga Waterfront Trail system designated in 2010.  The unpaved path through the Renwick 
Wildwood is picked up between the two steel footbridges that cross the Lagoon outlet and Fall Creek and 
follows the perimeter of the Wildwood.  A narrow wooden bridge over Pleasant Grove Brook connects the 
woodland path to the auto road north of the brook and east of the Lagoon.   

The section of the Cayuga Waterfront Trail within Stewart Park incorporates a paved path that parallels 
the lake shore east of Fall Creek.  It crosses both 1935 steel suspension footbridges to the west bank of Fall 
Creek and continues south along the edge of Newman Golf Course to Pier Road as far as Willow Avenue.  The 

 
1 Nancy Todd, NRHP nomination of Cascadilla Boathouse, Section 7, page 2. 
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trail then follows the east bank of the Inlet along the western edge of the golf course before crossing onto the 
Biological Station parcel to the point where Fall Creek and the Inlet meet at the lake shore.   

Vegetation: Stewart Park’s landscape features vegetation that varies depending upon location and use within the 
larger property.  The 55-acre Renwick Wildwood in the southeastern section of the parcel is a generally 
preserved native hardwood swamp bounded easterly by the railroad, northerly by Pleasant Grove Brook, and 
westerly by Fall Creek.  North of the brook to the lake’s edge, the former Renwick Park and most of the 
Cascadilla School area are carpeted in mown grass and dotted with a variety of mature hardwood trees.  A row 
of willows fringes the lakefront.  A small, square formal garden with a rectilinear bedding plan surrounds the 
Stewart Memorial flagpole.  The Fuertes Bird Sanctuary at the northern edge of this area features wetland 
plants, many non-native, surrounding the pond and bluestone viewing platform.  West of Fall Creek, Newman 
Golf Course features mown grass fairways and greens dotted with mature, mainly deciduous trees and shrubs on 
low berms that screen the fairways from each other.  Mixed conifers, hardwoods, and brush partially hide 
buildings and a pavilion alongside Fall Creek built after the period of significance by the city fire department 
for training and events. 
Architecture: Stewart Park retains buildings representative of most eras of its recreational development.  The 
Shingle-style buildings – the Cascadilla Boathouse, the two large pavilions, and the small pavilion – were all 
designed by the Ithaca firm of Vivian and Gibb.  The previously listed boathouse (built 1894) is in the area used 
by the Cascadilla School for its athletic facilities beginning ca. 1893.  The two large pavilions face the lake and 
stand on either side of an open area once landscaped with formal paths and gardens in the section developed 
first as Renwick Park by the Ithaca Street Railway in 1894.  The Stewart Memorial designed by Arthur N. Gibb 
was dedicated in 1923 when the City of Ithaca formally opened the park.  It stands south of the space between 
the large pavilions. 

When the Newman Golf Course was opened in 1935, two simple painted steel suspension footbridges 
crossed Fall Creek and the Inlet to connect sections of the overall park parcel.  A utilitarian clubhouse was 
opened in 1941 and expanded in 1956.  The city undertook some new construction in the post-war period, 
mainly during the 1950s in the developed section of Stewart Park.  An Allan Herschell carousel with painted 
aluminum horses was sited nearby in 1951.  New playground equipment was added and a splashpad was opened 
in 1952.   

After the end of the period of significance both the maintenance shed (mid-1970s) and the city’s 
firefighting training site (1970s) were built on the Newman Golf Course site.  The latter is fenced off from the 
rest of the park property.  The Friends of Stewart Park in partnership with the city have added two new 
inclusive playgrounds – one for toddlers and one for grade school aged children – and provided a four-season 
enclosure for the carousel.  The Friends also designed the Cayuga Waterfront Trail for pedestrians and cyclists 
that augments the earlier Renwick Wildwood path. 

This nomination encompasses 5 contributing buildings and 7 non-contributing buildings and 6 
contributing structures including two WPA-era footbridges, the Stewart Memorial Flagpole, and the Herschell 
carousel with cast aluminum horses and 1 non-contributing structure; and 10 contributing objects, mainly 
historic-period individual playground components.  As a group, these illustrate how Ithacans used this 
recreational space during the period of significance from ca. 1893–1956. Two contributing sites, the Newman 
Golf Course and the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary, are integral parts of the City of Ithaca’s developing plan for the 
park inaugurated in the early 1920s.  The main non-contributing site, the firefighting facility opened in the 
1970s with four non-contributing buildings, is a small intrusion in the overall Stewart Park landscape.  Two 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 

Stewart Park                      DRAFT  Tompkins County, New York 
Name of Property County and State 
 

6 
 

inclusive playground areas, for toddlers and school-age children, were opened in 2017 and 2020.  Both are non-
contributing sites due to age, but augment the equipment placed by the city during the period of significance. 

Two Shingle Style buildings designed by Vivian and Gibb for Renwick Park ca. 1894–96 additionally 
contribute to the Stewart Park landscape as examples of recreational architecture under Criterion C.  Like the 
previously listed Cascadilla Boathouse, the Picnic Pavilion and the Dance Pavilion embody the horizontally 
oriented massing characteristic of Shingle style design and mimic the slightly older boathouse designed by the 
same firm.  The Picnic Pavilion retains its wood-shingled exterior and plain neoclassical colonnades.  The 
Dance Pavilion was remodeled for use as a motion picture studio in the mid-1910s.  It retains the massing of its 
original design with stuccoed walls, a finish popular during the first quarter of the twentieth century.  Its 
fenestration was altered to accommodate the building’s use as a film studio.  The building exterior retains the 
appearance achieved before the city acquired the Renwick Park parcel in 1921.  One more Vivian and Gibb 
building, the Tea House built for Renwick Park was rebuilt to match the original building in 2014.  It fits 
visually within the landscape, but is non-contributing due to its construction date. 

RESOURCE LIST 
This list is presented in order of areas discusssed throughout the nomination document. 

Cascadilla Athletic Grounds 

Cascadilla Boathouse, Architects Clinton L. Vivian and Arthur N. Gibb, Builder Stephen M. Oltz, designed 
1893, built 1894–96 (1991, NRHP) 

The Shingle-style boathouse is a large two-story, T-plan, hip-roofed, wood-frame building.  A two-story 
veranda (repaired in 1997) with square posts and square-spindled railing spans part of the north side 
including the surviving tower and the east side of the building.  (The boathouse had two towers with conical 
roofs but one was blown down by Hurricane Hazel in 1954.)  Two large arched openings with paired doors 
on the west side facing Fall Creek open into the boat storage area.  Exterior rehabilitation completed 2021.  
The entire building was lifted 16” to place it above the 500-year flood level, and new gutters, downspouts, 
and drainage systems were installed.  The building retains mainly wood shingle siding and an asphalt 
shingle roof. 

Fuertes Overlook, or bird viewing platform, and Pond, 1928 (1 contributing site, 1 contributing structure) 

Stepped masonry platform with walls and piers composed of bluestone; iron pipe railings project above the 
bluestone walls.  Overlooks a small pond fringed by with wetland plants that adjoins a small marsh.  

Tennis courts, ca. 1935 (1 contributing structure) 

Four composition-surfaced tennis courts laid out in a row on land inside the loop path near the Cascadilla 
Boathouse.  Courts are enclosed by steel chain link fencing and shielded on the south side by deciduous 
trees. 

Renwick Park area 

Picnic Pavilion, Architects Clinton L. Vivian and Arthur N. Gibb, Builder Stephen M. Oltz, built ca. 1894–96. 
(1 contributing building) 

The Picnic Pavilion is a large, one-story, wood frame building.  It is capped by a hipped roof with deep 
eaves that nearly doubles the height of the pavilion and extends more than eight feet beyond the wood 
shingle walls to form a broad veranda.  The roof features exposed rafter tails and is supported on the north 
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side by six pairs of Tuscan columns set on concrete plinths and four additional pairs of columns on the east 
and west sides.  At the corners, the columns are tripled.  An enclosed hip-roofed wing projects from the 
south side.  Pairs of multi-light wood doors set in arched openings with curved sidelights open onto the 
north veranda.  The picnic pavilion retains a high degree of integrity of design, materials, and craftsmanship.  
Its wood shingle roof was replaced with asphalt shingles in the 1960s or 1970s. 

Dance Pavilion/Wharton Studio: Architects Clinton L. Vivian and Arthur N. Gibb, Builder Stephen M. Oltz, 
built ca. 1894–96; altered for use as a motion picture studio in 1914 and used until 1919. (1 contributing 
building) 

The Dance Pavilion/Wharton Studio is a large, one-story, wood frame building.  It is capped by a hipped 
roof with deep eaves featuring exposed rafter tails that nearly doubles the height of pavilion.  Stuccoed, 
windowless walls enclose the building.  A shed-roofed dormer with a ribbon of windows with one-over-one 
wooden sash spans the north face of the roof.  A one-and-a-half-story concrete block addition to the west 
wall features a large door in its west wall and a row of clerestory windows.  Public restrooms were inserted 
on the east side of the former Dance Pavilion after Stewart Park opened.  When built, the former Dance 
Pavilion roughly matched the Picnic Pavilion in scale and design. 

Tea house, Architects Clinton L. Vivian and Arthur N. Gibb, Builder Stephen M. Oltz, rebuilt ca. 2014; moved 
ca. 1905–10 from east of the two large pavilions to south of the water tower [gone]; moved ca. 1920–30 to lawn 
west of Dance Pavilion/Wharton Studio; rebuilt to match original appearance 2014. (1 non-contributing 
building due to age) 

The Tea House is a small, square-plan, open, wood-frame pavilion.  Its pyramidal roof is trimmed with 
exposed rafter tails, and three arched openings in the wood shingle walls span each side of the building.  
These are supported by paired Tuscan columns that match the ones used in the original design.  In 2013, the 
Tea House was rebuilt to match the Vivian and Gibb design.  It has an asphalt shingle roof and a poured 
concrete floor. 

Stewart Memorial: Designed by Arthur N. Gibb, 1927 (1 contributing structure) 

The Stewart Memorial consists of a stepped and polished square granite pedestal supporting a 60’ bronze 
flagpole rising from a circular cast metal base with foliate neoclassical detailing.  The square pedestal is 
centered on slightly raised square garden bed edged with a stone curb and accessed by one or two low stone 
steps centered on each side.  Gravel paths edged in bricks access the memorial from each set of steps.  A 
bronze memorial plaque affixed to the north side of the massive shaft reads, “Edwin Crowell Stewart, 1824–
1921, An exemplar of civic duty, mayor of Ithaca and member of the Assembly and Senate of the State of 
New York.  His generous gifts to the city’s benevolent institutions and his endowment of this recreation 
park bear lasting witness to his unfailing devotion to the welfare of this city.  To him this memorial is 
gratefully dedicated by the citizens of Ithaca. 1927.” The surrounding landscaping was renovated by Friends 
of Stewart Park in 2012 which did not change significantly change the memorial design. 
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Carousel, built by Allan Herschell Co., Inc., North Tonowanda, N.Y. and placed 1951, portions of carousel 
restored during Montgomery May ownership beginning in 1971 concluding with horses being repainted by 
Annie Campbell 1986–87 and again by Christi Sobel and Julia John in 2014–15.  Friends of Stewart Park built 
new enclosure in 2016 and a permanent roof to replace the seasonal historic canvas roof in 2020. (1 contributing 
structure) 

The Stewart Park merry-go-round, or carousel, features thirty painted cast aluminum “jumper” horses in 
three rows of ten horses each that rise and fall when the carousel turns.  The largest steeds are in the outer 
row, five of them with their necks arched and five with heads lowered.  The medium-sized horses in the 
middle row are identical to each other as are smallest ones in the third and innermost row.  The right sides of 
all steeds face out from the center and are more decorative than their left, inside-facing flanks.  There are, in 
addition, two floor-mounted chariots with benches and plywood sides.  A permanent twelve-panel steel roof 
with a raised twelve-gore ventilator rests on an open-sided steel frame that encircles the carousel and 
projects beyond its circular platform.  This surrounds a tall wrought iron fence.  The recently built roof and 
fence protect the carousel, which can now be covered rather than dismantled seasonally. 

Storage sheds, built ca. 1951 (2 contributing buildings) 

Two one-story, rectangular plan, wood-frame, gable-roofed storage sheds between carousel and south drive 
of the park.  Built to store the carousel superstructure, broken down into component parts, in winter months, 
before the current year-round enclosure was constructed. 

Gateposts, ca. 1923 (1 contributing structure) 

This pair of gateposts flanks the Gardner Parkway entrance to the park from NY 13 adjacent to the railroad 
tracks.  They are tall (approx. 10 feet) squared masonry gateposts veneered in random ashlar bluestone.  
Above the cast stone water table on each post, the sides taper slightly to a flat stone slab cap.  An octagonal 
iron lantern with glazed panels and cap of triangular segments is centered on each slab.  Cast bronze plaques 
labeled “Stewart Park” are placed in the upper half of each post on the side facing NY 13.  These were part 
of the redesign of the roads in the park to accommodate automobiles soon after the city acquisition. 

Gateposts, ca. 1905 (1 contributing structure) 

Located south of the pair of gateposts flanking the entrance from NY 13, this pair of gateposts is veneered in 
reddish stone laid in random ashlar design.  These posts are not tapered.  Based on early photographs of 
Renwick Park, these flanked the streetcar entrance on the east side of Renwick Park.  They are now largely 
hidden by foliage.  Ownership chronology suggests that these might have replaced earlier wooden gateposts 
(shown in an early photograph) during the 1890s or early 1900s when the park was very popular, and the 
trolley company made many improvements.  They might have been added a few years later when the 
Renwick Park & Traffic Association acquired the property before it was clear that the park was a losing 
proposition.  Since this was increasingly evident by 1910, the posts probably predate that year.  

Footbridges, Builder: Work Relief Administration, ca. 1935 (2 contributing structures) 

Two single-span steel suspension footbridges with slightly arched wooden decks and concrete piers access 
different sections of the park and form part of a larger network of trails designed for human-powered 
activity.  Vertical steel I-beams are driven into the heavy concrete piers to support the cables, which are, in 
turn, secured by concrete counterweights buried at either end.  Steel or iron handrails about four feet above 
the deck and heavy steel screen panels enclose the wooden decks.  One bridge connects the Cascadilla 
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School Athletic Grounds area with the Renwick Wildwood over the Lagoon outlet.  The other bridge 
connects the Wildwood with Newman Golf Course over Fall Creek. 

Swing set with recently added wood chip fall zone.  Placed ca. 1935.  (1 contributing structure) 

Steel slide with recently added wood chip fall zone.  Placed ca. 1935.  (1 contributing structure)   

Circular jungle gym capped by arched steel panel shade with recently added wood chip fall zone.  Placed ca. 
1935.  (1 contributing structure) 

Steel tube ladder system and curved caterpillar with fixed rungs, 1950s (1 contributing structure)   

Splashpad, 1952 (1 contributing structure) 

Toddler playground of modules connected by walkways and encircled by single fall zone, 2017–20 (1 non-
contributing site due to age) 

School-age playground of modules connected by walkways and encircled by a single fall zone, 2017–20 (1 non-
contributing site due to age) 

Renwick Wildwood 

Path in Renwick Wildwood: Unpaved path (about 1 mile) circumnavigates the woodland area.  (1 contributing 
structure) 

Gateway at 1917 entrance to Renwick Wildwood (1 contributing structure) 

Reinforced concrete entrance gate composed of two vertical articulate posts capped by a flat lintel.  South-
facing side of lintel was incised with text reading, “Renwick Wildwood Sanctuary/The Cayuga Bird Club.”  
The gate is in poor condition with spalling concrete and exposed rebar. 

Newman Golf Course (1 contributing site) 

Opened 1935, possibly designed by Hewitt and Metzger as shown in their overall plan for the Cayuga 
Lakefront; redesigned 1940–41 with longer fairways, designer unknown.  The nine-hole Newman Golf Course 
spans approximately 80 acres in an irregular rhomboidal parcel between the Cayuga Inlet on the west and Fall 
Creek on the east.  Pier Road forms its southern boundary.  It is bounded northwesterly by Cornell University’s 
Biological Field Station.  The course is accessed by car from the south via Willow Avenue.  It is also accessed 
via a footbridge over Fall Creek connecting the course to the Renwick Wildwood and Stewart Park.   

The course is built on reclaimed land, and the nine holes are laid out over the virtually level area.  Holes one 
through four form a generally circular route in the south half of the course.  The fifth hole parallels the fourth 
hole and runs north past the first four holes.  The sixth hole crosses the course north of the midline towards Fall 
Creek.  The remaining three holes form a second circular route in the northeast sector of the course and then 
parallel the northwest and west boundary.  Slightly raised berms paralleling the fairways feature scrubby 
undergrowth and a variety of mainly deciduous trees that screen each fairway from other parts of the course.  
Young conifers are planted at various locations throughout.  Most of the course landscape, however, is grass.  
Tees laid out for three levels of competition and the putting greens are mown very short.  The fairway grass is 
cut slightly longer.  The roughs are cut longer still.  Bunkers are the primary hazards; surrounding watercourses 
pose additional hazards.  The clubhouse is located at the southwest corner of the course near the first tee. 
The first hole runs northeast in a nearly straight line from just east of the clubhouse towards Fall Creek.  The 
fairway bends slightly northward near the midpoint of its 490-foot length.   
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The tee for the second hole is a short distance south of the green of the first hole.  Bunkers along the south edge 
of its 190-foot fairway mark the course off from the boundary formed by Pier Road.  The green is near Pier 
Road and the west bank of Fall Creek. 
The tee for the third hole is near the green of first hole.  The fairway runs 360 feet northwest in a straight line 
across the south central section of the course.  It is flanked by bunkers and screened by a berm planted by 
deciduous trees on south side. 
The fourth hole runs generally north to south with a pronounced southwestern bend as it approaches the 
clubhouse.  Its tee is near the third green, and the fairway, flanked mainly by rough, measures 395 feet. 
The fifth hole roughly parallels the fourth fairway and runs 350 feet in the reverse direction, running south to 
north.  It has a shallower bend closer to the green than the fourth hole.  A small bunker lies on west, or interior, 
angle of the bend. 
The sixth tee is near the fifth green in the northern third of course.  Its fairway runs southwest to northeast, 
nearly to Fall Creek.  The fairway bends slightly more northerly about two thirds of the way along its 360-foot 
length.  A large bunker to the north spans much of the area north to the eighth fairway.  Two smaller bunkers lie 
south of the sixth green. 
The seventh hole runs in a short (180 feet) straight line from near the sixth green to the northeast corner of the 
golf course where it abuts the Cornell University Biological Field Station parcel.  Fall Creek parallels on the 
east side of the fairway.  The large bunker north of the sixth fairway also bounds the seventh fairway on west.  
The eighth tee adjoins the seventh green.  The fairway runs southwest, paralleling the Biological Field Station.  
At about three quarters of its 355-foot length it bends westerly to its green.  The wooded field station forms a 
backdrop to the northwest.  The large bunker bounded on the south by the sixth hole and on the east by the 
seventh hole also bounds the east side of the eighth fairway. The eighth green is near the sixth tee. 
The ninth and longest hole – at 530 feet – runs in a nearly straight line paralleling the east bank of Cayuga Inlet.  
It bends slightly on its final approach to the clubhouse in southwest corner of property. 
Clubhouse for Newman Golf Course, built 1940–41; enlarged and remodeled 1956 (1 contributing building) 

One-story, wood-frame building.  Main block is a side-gabled block with an enclosed, gable-roofed porch, 
slightly asymmetrically placed, that projects from the front façade.  A gabled dormer projects from the far 
south end of the front roof face and breaks the eave line.  The pro shop is housed in a narrower, lower side-
gabled wing that projects from the south gable wall and is set back from the front façade.  A partially 
enclosed gable-roofed pavilion projects from the rear wall of building and forms an L-plan for the main 
block.  The building features irregular fenestration of various window sizes and configurations.  It is clad in 
split log siding with corner boards.  The asphalt-shingled roof of all but the pavilion features exposed rafter 
tails.  It rests on a ground-level foundation. 

Maintenance shop for Newman Golf Course, built mid-1970s (1 non-contributing building due to age) 

One-story, gable-roofed, wood frame building with garage bay entrances in west gable wall.  Regular period 
fenestration.  Wany siding with corner boards; steel roof.  Ground-level foundation. 

Firefighting training site, enclosed by a chain link fence, built mid-1970s (1 non-contributing site; 5 non-
contributing buildings, all due to age) 

Two-story concrete block building with exterior steel stair to second story and low-pitched gabled roof.  
Built ca. 1975. 
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Four-story building clad in wood clapboards and featuring stacked open porches on one side and railing 
projecting above flat roof.  Built ca. 1990. 

One-story, gable-roofed wood frame building with vertical board siding and steel roof; window in gable 
walls only.  Built ca. 1975. 

One-story, gable-roofed wood frame building.  Built ca. 1975.  

One-story gable-roofed wood frame pavilion with steel roof.  Built ca. 1990. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

x A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

 
  

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Architecture 

Entertainment/Recreation 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance  

ca. 1888–1956 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1888, ca. 1893–94, 1909, 1913, 1915–20, 1917,  

1921, 1927, 1934–35, 1951, 1956 

 
 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Clinton L. Vivian and Arthur N. Gibb 

William Webster, landscape designer 

Stephen M. Oltz, general contractor 

Hewitt and Metzger, landscape architects 
 

Period of Significance (justification) 

Period of significance extends from first recreational development of lakefront property by the Cascadilla 
School beginning with its acquisition in 1888 to the expansion of the clubhouse at Newman Golf Course in 
1956.  After that, the city, which had owned all of the land encompassed by the Stewart Park parcel since 1921, 
made few or no changes to the park landscape until interest in the park’s historic recreational landscape was 
prompted by plans for considerable alterations in 1985.  The citizens group that formed in that era has worked 
to preserve and sympathetically augment this unusual property rather than radically alter it. 
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.) 

Stewart Park is owned by the City of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York.  The large parcel (179.19 
acres) lies within the city boundary and spans the waterfront east of the Cayuga (Lake) Inlet at the head, or 
south end, of the lake.  The property is significant under Criterion A as a recreational park laid out in phases 
from ca. 1893 to 1956.  This period of significance begins with the construction of the Cascadilla School’s 
boathouse and concludes with the expansion of the Newman Golf Course clubhouse.  The period embraces 
development executed by entities who owned or leased different historic parcels including the Renwick family; 
the Cascadilla School; the Cayuga Lake Division of the Ithaca Street Railway; Wharton, Inc., a film studio 
owned by Theodore and Leopold Wharton; and — after 1921, by which time the city acquired all four historic 
parcels — the City of Ithaca. 

The property is further significant under Criterion C for its 1890s Shingle Style and Arts and Crafts-
inspired recreational buildings designed for Renwick Park by the locally significant architectural firm Vivian 
and Gibb active in Ithaca during the 1890s.  The Cascadilla Boathouse, designed by the same firm in the same 
style, was listed in 1991. 

The Stewart Park landscape incorporates five distinct areas within four historic parcels.  Four areas lie 
east of Fall Creek.  Beginning in 1893, the Cascadilla School developed a 19.25-acre area adjoining the east 
bank of Fall Creek near its mouth and running east some distance along the lakeshore. There it built its Shingle-
style boathouse (1894–96) and laid out athletic fields.  The northern section of this parcel, roughly 10 acres, 
became the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary designed by the City of Ithaca with a pond, marsh, and viewing platform in 
1928. 

The Cayuga Lake Electric Railway Company, a branch of the Ithaca Street Railway, bought 40 acres 
adjoining the east boundary of the Cascadilla School property and running east along the lakeshore to the 
steamboat docks at Port Renwick in 1894.  The company laid out a characteristic trolley terminus amusement 
ground dubbed Renwick Park that was popular with bathers, boaters, and picnickers into the early 1910s.  In 
1915, Wharton, Inc., leased Renwick Park and established its motion picture studio there.  The city acquired the 
Renwick Park parcel in 1921 and renamed it Stewart Park to honor Mayor Edwin C. Stewart, who championed 
the acquisition and personally endowed the new park with a trust.   

The hardwood swamp area section of about 55 acres south of Renwick Park between the railroad on the 
east and Fall Creek on the west was designated the Renwick Wildwood in 1917 after it was donated to the city 
by the Renwick family in 1913. 

The city acquired nearly 80 acres between the west bank of Fall Creek and the Cayuga Inlet from former 
mayor Jared T. Newman in 1909.  Newman anticipated industrial development along the Inlet prompted by the 
planned New York State Barge Canal, but much of this area was used until the early 1930s as a coal ash dump.  
It was drained and filled and opened as the nine-hole Newman Municipal Golf Course in 1935. 

Criterion A overview 
The present 179.19-acre Stewart Park parcel is significant under Criterion A for its design and use as a 

recreational landscape embodying intertwined patterns of American recreational development by several local 
entities during the period of significance from ca. 1893 to 1956. 

The Cascadilla School’s use of its parcel represents the rapid development of organized schoolboy 
sports in independent schools preparing their students for attendance at elite colleges and universities, where 
they would participate in organized athletic activities include rowing and track and field. 
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Renwick Park offered less structured lakeside recreation to Ithacans who strolled its manicured lawns 
and paths, attended concerts and dances, and brought picnics.  They could also meet the excursion steamboat at 
Port Renwick.  Trolley terminus amusement grounds sprang up in many American cities and villages during the 
1890s.  They offered a relatively inexpensive recreational opportunities for mainly working class people to 
enjoy a day out while the trolley company made extra money on weekends and holidays when their rolling 
stock might otherwise be idle.   

Increased awareness of human impact on natural resources engendered an interest in preserving natural 
habitat.  The Renwick Wildwood was set aside in 1917 as a conserved habitat.  It became a place visited by 
ornithologists who relied increasingly on observation of living birds rather than on killing specimens for study.  
The Fuertes Bird Sanctuary designed a decade later expanded this aspect of the Cayuga Lake waterfront.   

By the early 1920s, Ithacans looked to local government to support recreation.  The city responded by 
opening Stewart Park for free public use in 1923.  During the Depression, the city turned to New Deal agencies 
for aid in turning the Newman Tract, which became a dump soon after its acquisition in 1909, into a municipal 
golf course in yet another popular pattern of the time.  Similar nine-hole courses opened in many small cities in 
central New York during the 1930s.  Several, like Newman, are still maintained with few changes in their 
design and retain loyal local userships. 

Criterion C overview 
The three buildings designed by Vivian and Gibb for Renwick Park in 1894–96 are significant under 

Criterion C in the area of architecture as representative examples of the Shingle Style popular for domestic and 
recreational architecture in 1890s and early 1900s in the northeastern United States.  They were designed by the 
locally significant firm Vivian and Gibb.  The Picnic Pavilion preserves much of its original appearance; the 
Dance Pavilion retains the massing and scale of its original design, but it was enclosed for use as a motion 
picture studio in 1915 during the silent era.  Its exterior appearance represents that reuse including windows let 
into the high pyramidal roof to light the interior.  Its interior retains tracks for moving cameras and backgrounds 
during shooting.  The Tea House has been moved twice within the Renwick Park area and recently (2013) 
restored to its original appearance with Tuscan columns matching the ones that were replaced with concrete 
piers in the mid-1900s.  As a group, these three buildings are unusual surviving examples of their types and 
retain a high degree of architectural integrity illustrating the style chosen for the park and their uses. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance  

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT of STEWART PARK 
Stewart Park lies in contiguous parts of Military Tract Lots numbers 87 and 88 in Township 22, or Town 

of Ulysses.  The Tract of nearly two million acres of bounty lands was divided into 28 towns in 1790.  These, in 
turn, were divided into lots distributed in 1791 in lieu of cash payment to men who had served in the 
Continental Army.  Lot 87, known locally as the Parker Tract, was bisected by Cayuga Inlet.  Lot 88, east of 
Fall Creek, was known as the Renwick Tract for James Renwick who acquired the lot from the soldier, Andrew 
Moody, to whom it was awarded in the initial lottery.2 

Over the next few decades, as population spread over the region, Ulysses was further divided into 
smaller towns to accommodate formation of town governments.  The area now encompassed by the City of 
Ithaca, incorporated in 1888, lay in the Town of Ithaca, which was erected from Ulysses in 1821.  The boundary 
of the Village of Ithaca, also chartered in 1821, extended to the south lines of Lots 87 and 88, excluding them 
the corporation.  Both lots were mainly marshy, low-lying land at the head of Cayuga Lake where both the 
Cayuga Inlet and Fall Creek emptied into the lake and viewed by the people of the time as waste land. 

While Cayuga Lake was an important transportation artery connected to the Erie Canal about 40 miles to 
the north, the wetland area adjacent to the waterfront in Lots 87 and 88 lay mainly undeveloped except for 
steamboat dock at the hamlet of Port Renwick at the southeast “corner” of the lake.  This was developed as a 
steamboat mooring in the 1820s, but its importance was soon eclipsed by the steamboat dock at the mouth of 
Cascadilla Creek more than a half-mile south of the lakeshore that met the railroad on firm ground.3  The 1866 
Atlas of Tompkins County showed a steamboat landing junction with the Cayuga Branch of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western Railroad (D.L.&W.R.R.). 

A bird’s-eye view of the Village of Ithaca drawn in 1882 stopped just north of the railroad and 
steamboat junction alongside the Inlet, where the yards of the D.L.&W.R.R. lay on one bank and additional 
yards flanked the west bank of the waterway.  A person looking at the view would have had no inkling of the 
village’s commercial and transportation relationship with the lake.4  Even after the City was incorporated in 
1888, an 1896 city directory showed the area north of Rail-road Avenue without city streets.5 

Thus, in the early 1890s, the area now forming Stewart Park remained largely hardwood swamp and 
wetland.  Steam power, however, now made drainage operations more economically plausible than even a 
decade or two before.  Further, American people were increasingly drawn to natural settings and the 
possibilities offered by waterfront recreation.  Some now eyed the hitherto mainly undeveloped and still 
privately owned land on Cayuga Lake for its recreational potential—a potential different from the commercial 
and industrial development upstream on the Inlet. 

During the period 1888 through 1921, the four parcels that now form the Stewart Park parcel eventually 
became recreational properties and, further, transferred from private hands into city ownership.  The process of 

 
2 New Topographical Atlas of Tompkins County, New York (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Stone & Stewart, 1866): Plate 39 (Town of 
Ithaca). (https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/17214/Ithaca+001/Tompkins+County+1866/New+York/; accessed 20 
November 2022)  This map shows the New Military Tract lots by number.  Until the 1920s, both lots lay in the Town of Ithaca. 
3 John M. Bacon, “The Stewart Park Story, Part 1: 1894-1915,” 1.  Bacon wrote a two-part series of articles about Stewart Park ca. 
1987.  Many reprints are in local collections.  Bacon also did painstaking research about the park that was incorporated into New York 
State Inventory forms. 
4 L.R. Burleigh, “Ithaca 1882.” (n.p.)  Bird’s-eye view of the City of Ithaca. 
(https://www2.tompkinscountyny.gov/files2/gis/historicmaps/birdseyeview1882.pdf; accessed 18 December 2022) 
5 “Map of the City of Ithaca, N.Y., engraved expressly for the Ithaca City Directory,” (A. Zeebe & Co.: [1896]. 
(https://www2.tompkinscountyny.gov/files2/gis/historicmaps/cityofithaca1896.pdf; accessed 18 December 2022) 

https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/17214/Ithaca+001/Tompkins+County+1866/New+York/
https://www2.tompkinscountyny.gov/files2/gis/historicmaps/birdseyeview1882.pdf
https://www2.tompkinscountyny.gov/files2/gis/historicmaps/cityofithaca1896.pdf
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private development began with the Cascadilla School purchase of 19.25 acres in 1888 by the school’s founder 
Lucian Wait on the east bank of Fall Creek in Lot 87 for its athletics facility.6  The school sold the parcel to the 
city on 6 June 1923.7 

The Ithaca Street Railway continued the process of private development when it bought 40 acres east of 
the school’s parcel in adjoining Lot 88 in 1894.  There it built a waterfront pleasure ground where its new 
Cayuga Lake route connected with the Port Renwick steamboat pier at the southeast “corner” of the lake.8  
Wharton, Inc., an early film studio, leased the Renwick Park parcel in 1915 for its studio.  By 1920, that 
company gave up its lease, and Mayor Edwin C. Stewart bought the property.  He turned it over to the city in 
1921.  When he died later that year, he endowed its use as a park, which was named in his honor in 1923. 

Jared T. Newman, previously a city attorney and a mayor of Ithaca, acquired nearly 80 acres in Lot 87 
between Fall Creek and the Inlet in 1909.  Newman foresaw industrial and commercial opportunity for the 
property and offered it to at a reduced rate to the city.  In 1910, the city bought the land.  The Newman Purchase 
became a coal ash dump until it was drained and cleaned up for use as a municipal golf course.  This opened in 
1935 and was named in honor of Newman. 

Finally, Renwick family descendants donated to the city 55 acres in Lot 88 south of Renwick Park and 
bounded easterly by the former D.L.&W.R.R. tracks and westerly by Fall Creek in 1913.  It was named the 
Renwick Wildwood in 1917.9 

Cascadilla School Athletics Facility 
In 1888, the Cascadilla School acquired 19.25 acres on the east bank of Fall Creek nearly on the 

lakeshore to establish an athletic facility.  The school was established in the 1870s to prepare students to enter 
Cornell University.10  In this era, many colleges and universities began competing in a variety of strenuous 
sports including track and field and rowing.  Such activities were considered essential to the development of 
well-rounded, educated, and physically fit American men, and private preparatory schools became the seedbeds 
for these activities.  Since Cornell was a rowing powerhouse, the Cascadilla School retained local architects 
Clinton L. Vivian (1861–1930) and Arthur N. Gibb (1868–1949) in 1893 to design the capacious Shingle-style 
boathouse where students could learn the sport and congregate in the handsome room above.   

Both architects apprenticed as draughtsmen under William Henry Miller (1848–1922), Ithaca’s leading 
architect in the latter part of the nineteenth century.  In 1892, Clinton and Vivian formed their own partnership; 
it lasted until 1900.  The boathouse they designed for the Cascadilla School was constructed between 1894 and 
1896 after they visited several collegiate boathouses at the request of headmaster Lucian Wait.  Their design 
owed much to the Weld Boathouse at Harvard.  Vivian and Gibb, however, stretched their design horizontally, 
giving the sense that the building rose out of the surrounding marshland.11  Contractor Stephen M. Oltz oversaw 
its construction.12    

The boathouse (1991, NRHP) still overlooks Fall Creek’s entrance to Cayuga Lake although the sense 
that it is rising out of the surrounding marshland is altered by later drainage work and the recent raising of the 
building itself to protect it from flooding.  The original design featured two round towers, each capped by a 

 
6 Book of Deeds 132/504.  (Ithaca, New York: Office of Tompkins County Clerk) (cited in National Register nomination of Cascadilla 
School Boathouse) 
7 Book of Deeds 203/481. Ithaca, New York: Office of Tompkins County Clerk. (cited in National Register nomination of Cascadilla 
School Boathouse) 
8 Bacon, I:2. 
9 Bacon, I:4. 
10 The Cascadilla School campus is located on 116 Summit Street in Ithaca. 
11 National Register of Historic Places nomination of Cascadilla Boathouse (NR 91NR00137): 12-13. 
12 Bacon, I:2. 
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conical roof.  One of these survives.  The other was damaged in 1954 by Hurricane Hazel and subsequently 
removed.  When built, the boathouse combined waterfront storage for boats below an upper-story room 
originally wrapped on four sides by a deep veranda.  The wide ramp sloping westward from paired doors that 
allow easy movement of boats is still used.  Except to the north and east, where the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary lies, 
the boathouse is now surrounded by paved areas and open lawn.   

East of the large Shingle-style boathouse, the school laid out athletic fields and an oval running track.  
The school maintained and used their athletic facility until 1923, when the city bought the parcel using funds 
from the Stewart trust.13  The City designed and completed the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary on the area of the 
Cascadilla School parcel that forms a headland projecting into the lake.  The artificial pond and wetland created 
along the lakeshore was named for Louis Agassiz Fuertes (1874–1927) soon after his unexpected death in a 
train crash.  An Ithaca native and the son of the founding professor of Cornell’s School of Civil Engineering, 
Fuertes became an extraordinary ornithologist known especially for his illustrations of birds.  He spent most of 
his life in Ithaca.  Work began in March 1928 using plans prepared in November 1927 to create a pond 
continuously fed by a water supply and a marsh surrounded by a protective moat.  A bathing beach encircled the 
area along the lakeshore and in Fall Creek Cove.14  The bluestone viewing platform, where birders watch the 
numerous migratory species that follow the North American Flyway that passes over Cayuga Lake, was 
dedicated in Fuertes’ honor in 1934.15  The platform was restored by the Friends of Stewart Park in 2016.  
Somewhat confusingly, both this area of Stewart Park and the area also known as the Renwick Wildwood can 
be referred to as the Fuertes Sanctuary. 

Renwick Park, 1894–1914, and Wharton Studio, 1915–19 
Recreational development of the area of Stewart Park east of the former Cascadilla School property, 

north of the Pleasant Valley Brook drainage, and west of the former Erie, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
(E.L.&W.R.R.) was conceived by February 1894 when the Cayuga Lake Electric Railway Company was 
formed by Horace E. Hand of Scranton, Pennsylvania, and Herman Bergholtz of Ithaca.  Hand, the financier, 
and Bergholtz, the practical engineer, established the Cayuga Lake line separately from the Ithaca Street 
Railway because the latter was chartered to run year round.  The lake line was to be a seasonal route, and its 
planning was prompted by the resurrection of excursion steamboats running from Port Renwick.16  Many 
electric railways built such parks – usually at the end of their lines in picturesque exurban settings – to 
encourage recreational ridership in off hours and on weekends.  They offered comparatively inexpensive 
recreational opportunities to local people.  Parks offered varied entertainments from concerts and dancing to 
picnic grounds and bathing and boating.17 

The railway company set aside 40 acres of lakefront property within the larger Renwick Tract for 
Renwick Park.  Rochester-based landscape architect William Webster (1817–1911) laid out not only the park, 
but also the Renwick Heights neighborhood and Lakeview Cemetery on the rising land east of the EL&WRR 
tracks.  Webster immigrated from England in 1826 and moved to Rochester in 1833.  He appears to have begun 
his career as a practical gardener and was described in one obituary as the “oldest gardener and horticulturalist 

 
13 Bacon, I:3. 
14 Carl Crandall, “Drawing for Louis A. Fuertes Memorial Site at Stewart Park,” 29 November 1927.  “Fuertes Bird Sanctuary will 
represent extensive development of Stewart Park,” The Cornell Daily Sun 48:128 (22 March 1928).  Drawing and clipping provided 
by Friends of Stewart Park in Powerpoint presentation, “The Many Lives of Stewart Park, 31 March 2021.” 
15 Friends of Stewart Park, “History of Fuertes Bird Sanctuary.”  Handbill, ca. 2017. (Ithaca, N.Y.: Collections of Historic Ithaca) 
16 Bacon, I:2. 
17 “Street Railway Parks,” Street Railway Journal 17:5 (2 February 1901): 186–188.  
(https://books.google.com/books?id=Gj0_AQAAMAAJ&q=ondawa+park&pg=PA188#v=snippet&q=ondawa%20park&f=false; 
accessed 12 December 2022) This trade journal devoted to street railways covered the debate over profitability of summer street 
railway amusement parks and cataloged 44 locations in several states.  The list did not include Renwick Park or some other identified 
parks in the region. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=Gj0_AQAAMAAJ&q=ondawa+park&pg=PA188#v=snippet&q=ondawa%20park&f=false
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in Rochester.”  He laid out grounds for many colleges and universities in western New York including the 
University of Rochester and Alfred and Keuka colleges.  He also designed urban parks and grounds, some in 
Tennessee.  He was instrumental in the actualization of William Pryor Letchworth’s vision for his Glen Iris 
Estate.18  He also designed the Cascadilla Place entrance to the Cornell campus in conjunction with Ithaca 
architect William Henry Miller in 1896.19 

Early photographs of Renwick Park indicate a geometric plan of lawns, simple parterres, occasional 
shrubs, and young trees that was probably designed for easy management.  These extended south to the trolley 
tracks that passed along the southern edge of the pleasure ground.  The picturesque lagoon that drains into Fall 
Creek offered a visual link between the formal and natural elements of the park.  In July 1894, the Ithaca 

Journal anticipated Webster laying out the road in the park, boulevards “on the hill” (apparently Renwick 
Heights), and directing preliminary work in the new cemetery.20 

The same article enthused about the four buildings designed by Vivian & Gibb for the park and the 
construction of the new steamboat pier by steamboat owner Darraugh’s pile driver.  The choice of Vivian and 
Gibb afforded a degree of architectural coherence for the lakefront development where the Shingle-style 
Cascadilla School boathouse was already under construction.  The same contractor, Stephen M. Oltz, now also 
oversaw the construction of the Shingle-style Renwick Park buildings.  These included two nearly identical 
pavilions known as the dance pavilion and picnic pavilion, a water tower, and tea house where refreshments 
were sold. 

Vivian and Gibb’s initial symmetrical plan with a semicircular pavilion (never built) connecting the two 
large pavilions and water tower (now gone) mimicked classical principles of design that Clinton Vivian 
observed at the Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893.  The exposition’s White City is widely held as 
the event and location that introduced Beaux-Arts taste to Americans and led to the City Beautiful movement 
whereby many cities underwent radical redesigns and opened new areas embodying Greco-Roman sites. 

The Renwick Park buildings, however, were designed in the informal Shingle-style taste popular for 
summer resorts, mountain retreats, and seasonal seaside properties.  The pavilions incorporated low, hipped 
roofs sweeping over verandas that offered a liminal space between indoor and outdoor spaces.  They were clad 
in wood shingles and borrowed Tuscan columns from the emerging colonial revival taste.  The tall, square-plan 
water tower with slightly battered walls and its pyramidal roof sustained the combination of formal plan and 
informal materials.  Thus, the architects alluded both to the increased interest in both pleasing public spaces and 
the developing rustic idiom for recreational properties.  The diminutive square-plan teahouse was first located 
near where trolley passengers disembarked east of the pavilions.  It was moved to a site south of the tower by 
1910.  Its third move to its current location west of pavilions occurred after 1921, when the city acquired the 
park.21 

The trolley company and the park changed hands in 1899 when bought by Edward G. Wyckoff for 
$50,000.22  The new owners made changes both to enhance the park and for novelty that they hoped would 
draw return visitors from previous years.  These included a small zoo, a theater, and a bowling alley.  The trees 
continued to be thinned to make the park more open beneath the shade of the largest trees.23  Albert Flint bought 
the trolley company and the park in 1908.  While he foresaw the decrease in popularity of trolley parks and sold 
Renwick Park to local investors who formed the Renwick Park and Traffic Association by 1910, Flint had failed 

 
18 “Wm. Webster dies at age of 94 years; was the oldest landscape gardener and horticulturalist in Rochester.” Rochester Union and 

Advertiser, 9 March 1911. (http://www.letchworthparkhistory.com/websterbio.html) 
19 Bacon, I:2. 
20 Ithaca Journal, 7 July 1894.  Cited in Bacon, I:2. 
21 New York State Inventory Form prepared by John Bacon, 1987. (Ithaca, N.Y.: Historic Ithaca: Clippings file, Stewart Park) 
22 Bacon, II:2. 
23 Bacon, I:4.   
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to see that not only trolley parks, but trolleys themselves were declining in the face of greater automobile 
ownership.  The ISR declared insolvency in 1912.  Renwick Park, too, closed after the 1914 season.  The 
Journal remarked that it would be no great loss as it had so few patrons left.24 

By 1915, Renwick Park was the home of Wharton, Inc., one of the earliest motion picture studios in the 
country.  Theodore Wharton attended a Cornell-University of Pennsylvania football game in 1912.  A year later 
he brought a cast and crew to shoot two reels of “The Hermit of Lonely Gulch” in Ithaca for Essanay, a 
Chicago-based studio.  He convinced his brother Leopold to join him and form their own studio in Ithaca in 
1914.  They leased Renwick Park and moved into their renovated studio in the former Dance Pavilion in 1915.  
They enclosed the veranda with stuccoed walls and placed a shed-roofed clerestory dormer on its north roof 
face to light to the interior.  Early film stars such as Pearl White, Lionel Barrymore, Norma Talmadge, and 
Irene Castle worked at the studio.  Wharton, Inc., used the building for indoor scenes and production work; they 
also shot in the park, on the lake, and at other sites in Ithaca until 1919 when Theodore’s finances were 
overstretched.  He rented the Renwick Park studio to Grossman Studios and moved to quarters on West State 
Street.  In 1920, Wharton, Inc.’s, creditors foreclosed on the company, and the Renwick Park studio was used 
for a short time by Cayuga Pictures, Inc.25  The former Dance Pavilion retains most of the Wharton, Inc., 
renovations, and plans are being made to make the building a museum. 

Newman Tract, or Purchase (1909) 
The village of Ithaca at the south end of Cayuga Lake was among the small lakeside villages that 

benefitted economically from the opening of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal connecting the north ends of Cayuga 
and Seneca lakes in 1818.  By 1828, three years after the Erie Canal opened fully in 1825, the Cayuga-Seneca 
Canal extended east to meet the new waterway at Montezuma.  Waterborne freight costs were a tenth of 
overland transport, and agricultural and mineral products—especially gypsum and salt—could now travel by 
barge from ports along the shores of the large lakes into the Atlantic market.  Ithaca also became a 
manufacturing center.  A steamboat landing was built on firm ground at the mouth of Cascadilla Creek, where it 
flowed into the Cayuga Inlet.  This linked with railroads opened in the 1840s and 1850s, and the banks of the 
inlet were lined by railyards some distance north to where the land was waterlogged and unstable. 

In 1903, New York State passed legislation to collect the state canals under a single commission that 
would oversee expansion and improvement into the present Barge Canal system.  The enormous project 
included widening, and deepening sections of the older canal prisms and building new locks powered by 
hydroelectric plants established alongside the route.   Some sections were moved to natural waterways, such as 
the Mohawk River, that were engineered to handle the much larger barges towed by steam tugs.  In Ithaca, the 
Cayuga Inlet was straightened and dredged to allow access to the railyards to allow goods transfer.  In the city, 
flood control was added to reduce the frequent inundation of neighborhoods on the Flats. 

Ithaca attorney, Jared T. Newman (1855–1937), represented the city on the Barge Canal Commission.  
He was educated at Cornell and Union College where he earned his law degree.  He served as the city attorney 
from 1893–96 and was also a trustee of Cornell from 1895 through 1903 and again from 1907 through 1933.  
Beginning about 1900, he partnered with the Honorable Charles H. Blood to develop the Cayuga Heights 
neighborhood.26  His service as a canal commissioner might have overlapped his tenure as mayor in 1907–08 
and continued at least through 1909 when he purchased nearly 80 acres of wetland between Fall Creek and the 
Inlet.   

 
24 Bacon, I:4. 
25 “Wharton Studio History.” (https://whartonstudiomuseum.org/wharton-studio-history/; accessed 18 December 2022) 
26 These details are gathered from an undated obituary of Newman in the “Newman Golf Course” file at the History Center, Ithaca, 
N.Y.  Typography matches the Ithaca Journal. 

https://whartonstudiomuseum.org/wharton-studio-history/
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Newman believed that with dredging and drainage, the parcel between Fall Creek and the straightened 
Cayuga Inlet would be desired for industrial and commercial development.  At a December 1909 meeting, 
Newman urged forming an association that would work with the city to “develop the land, cultivate it, cut it into 
streets and lots, if they so wished, and when their affairs were ready to be wound up, they could turn over 
surplus money and deed of the land to the city.”27  Disagreement over the benefits and drawbacks of the city 
acquiring the parcel continued until the very last days of 1909, when the city agreed to buy 74.42 acres.  An 
11.58-acre area at the southern edge of the tract was retained by John H. Duncan, where small boathouses lined 
the Inlet waterfront. The Ithaca Daily Journal reported the decision on the 3rd of January 1910.  While Newman 
had envisioned new development that would increase city coffers, the tract became a city dump for nearly a 
quarter century. 

Renwick Wildwood (1913) 
A 55-acre portion of the Renwick Tract (Lot 88) south of the drainage that fills the Lagoon remained in 

Renwick family hands until 1913, when they donated it to the city.  It is bounded by the former D.L.&W.R.R. 
tracks on the east and Fall Creek on the west.  It was, and remains, a largely undisturbed hardwood swamp 
typical of the region.  It was dubbed the Renwick Wildwood in 1917 and was maintained by the Cayuga Bird 
Club.  A perimeter trail of about a mile with spurs running to the east bank of the creek was cut at the time to 
allow birdwatchers access.  At the southern end, a concrete arch designed by Louis Agassiz Fuertes was placed 
to mark the entrance to the path in 1917.  The concrete is spalling but Fuertes’s design and the inscription cast 
in the lintel is recognizably intact. 

Stewart Purchase and Creation of Stewart Park (1921–27) 
In his inaugural speech on New Year’s Day 1920, newly elected mayor Edwin C. Stewart (1864–1921) 

lamented the “disgrace to our city that there is not a place where Ithacans and their guests may go to enjoy our 
lake without trespassing on private property.”28 

Stewart, a wealthy and philanthropic politician and native to Tompkins County, who served in the New 
York State Assembly for several terms beginning in the 1890s, soon moved to increase public recreation 
opportunities.  The recreation first offered by trolley terminus parks may have laid some of the groundwork for 
this pattern.  While those sites were privately held and admission charged, they had served many young visitors 
who were coming of age in the 1920s.  While the novelty of an amusement park appears to have worn off for 
their parents, some may have been nostalgic for summer days spent in such parks.  Mandatory physical 
education in public schools in the decade after World War I reached a wider economic and social range of urban 
Americans and encouraged interest in a variety of physical recreation.29   

A little over a year after his inauguration, Mayor Stewart began publicly forwarding a plan to give 
Ithacans a public waterfront park at the former Renwick Park.  He urged that the city acquire and tidy up the 
neglected amusement ground enough to allow swimming and boating and then plan for its development based 

 
27 “An Association to Develop Marshes,” 26 Dec 1909, Ithaca Daily Journal. (FultonHistory.com (FH))   
28 Bacon, II:1. 
29 Well-researched academic sources examining the history of recreation and the related topic of physical education and sport are 
apparently scarce even as photographs attest to the many forms recreation took by the turn of the twentieth century in the United 
States.  Raymond Clyde Thurmond pointed out the deficiency of scholarly review in his 1976 dissertation at the University of 
Oklahoma, “The History of Sport and Physical Education as a Field of Study in Higher Education.”  Half a century later, it seems the 
prejudice against such work persists.  There was, however, considerable discussion in the early 1900s in education literature on such 
topics.  Andress, J. Mace, Health Education Rural Schools (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Riverside Press, 1919) addressed the 
deficiencies in physical health observed in America’s young men during World War I and offered remedies including designs for 
playground equipment, schoolyard games, and formal physical education.   
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on an assessment of needs and desires of citizens who used it.30  The day after his statement was published, the 
Ithaca Journal endorsed the idea, saying that it was important for all people regardless of means to have access 
to the “lake at its very doors.”  The editorial noted that many had no access as they did not own lake frontage, 
and that while some who owned automobiles could drive out of town, far larger numbers could not.31  Despite 
the pushback that came from neighbors living in adjacent Renwick Heights and Cayuga Heights, who predicted 
property devaluation, the city went ahead with a purchase price of $30,000 paid in installments over two years 
to the Renwick Park and Traffic Association that had formed soon after Flint’s purchase in 1908.32   

In March 1921, the Common Council voted to extend the city corporation line north to take in the park 
and the south end of the lake, thus placing the acquisition under its direct administration.  Over the next few 
months, the beach was cleaned up, the old trolley tracks were lifted, the former dance pavilion turned into the 
Wharton, Inc., studio was fitted out as a gymnasium, and the teahouse was prepared for use as a concession 
stand.  The flooding that plagued the waterfront area led to the opening date being postponed from May until 
the Fourth of July.  Between those dates, Mayor Stewart died.33 

Stewart’s will attests to the breadth of his philanthropic endeavors.  Much of his sizable fortune was 
devoted to bequests to Ithaca institutions.  The residue was set aside in an endowment, or trust, its interest to be 
paid out semi-annually, “for the improvement of Renwick Park.”34  In October, the city bought the strip of land 
between the railroad tracks and North Cayuga Street (now the NY 13 arterial) and built the present entrance.  
Historically, Renwick Park was reached by trolley, and visitors disembarked south of the water tower and 
pavilions at the center of the park.  Thus, the earliest work undertaken by the city made the park accessible to 
cars with a new entrance and parking.35  The new entrance is flanked by stone gateposts with brass plaques 
reading “Stewart Park.” These changes elongated the park experience, shifting it from the earlier focus on the 
Shingle-style buildings at its center.  In 1923, the Stewart fund was used to acquire the Cascadilla School 
property with the boathouse.36 

In addition to being an era of expanded public recreation facilities, urban planning was increasingly 
important in the 1920s.  The City of Ithaca formed its first planning committee in 1923.  A planning study 
completed by Russell Van Nest Black in 1924 recommended low maintenance improvements that retained the 
natural landscape of groves and meadows rather than elaborate landscaping.  Two years later, in 1926, Stewart 
Park was zoned as parkland by the newly formed city planning commission.37   

In addition to the new gateposts facing North Cayuga Street and the curvilinear drive that snakes 
through the former Renwick Park and Cascadilla School parcels, a memorial flagpole designed by Arthur N. 
Gibb was dedicated in memory of Edwin C. Stewart in 1927.  This stands south of the site of the tower and is 
set in a rose-brown stone base surrounded by a squared parterre garden.  During this period, too, the city worked 

 
30 Bacon, II:2, quotes from the mayor’s statement published in the Ithaca Journal on 26 January 1921.  Stewart’s sentiment was 
reiterated in an article about the new Cornell Biological Field Station in Science Magazine 53:1364 (17 February 1921): 159.  
(https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.53.1364.159.a; retrieved 21 Nov 2022).  The field station was later moved to its present 
location from a site north of Percy Field and east of Cayuga Street. 
31 Bacon, I:2, quotes from editorial in Ithaca Journal published on 27 January 1921. 
32 Bacon, II:2. 
33 Bacon, II:3. 
34 Last Will and Testament of Edwin C. Stewart.  1921E. (https://lfweb.tompkins-
co.org/WebLink/DocViewM.aspx?id=566257&page=91&dbid=13&cr=1; accessed 3 September 2022)  Other, uncited, sources state 
the residue was $150,000.   
35 Bacon, II:3. 
36 Bacon, II:3. 
37 Bacon, II:3. 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.53.1364.159.a
https://lfweb.tompkins-co.org/WebLink/DocViewM.aspx?id=566257&page=91&dbid=13&cr=1
https://lfweb.tompkins-co.org/WebLink/DocViewM.aspx?id=566257&page=91&dbid=13&cr=1
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to raise the level of the entire park to reduce flooding and stabilize the shoreline.  This effort included the 
headland north of the boathouse where the artificial pond and marsh of the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary were built.38  

City Planning for Stewart and Newman Purchases (1934–35) 
While Stewart Park was designated as parkland by the city in 1926 and some preliminary planning 

proposals prepared, the first comprehensive plan for developing the Cayuga Lake waterfront was published in 
1934.  The city retained local landscape architecture firm Hewitt & Metzger under the direction of City 
Engineer Harry W. Eustance.  Their elegantly drawn plan dated 1934 incorporated existing parts of Stewart 
Park — the Lagoon, the Fuertes Bird Sanctuary, the larger Bird Sanctuary (Renwick Wildwood) south of the 
Lagoon, the Cascadilla boathouse, and the Renwick Park buildings — and added a long pier continuing the 
north-south axis of the former Renwick Park buildings.  It accommodated a variety of new recreation options.  
Tennis courts were laid out on the former Cascadilla School athletics fields.  A boat club was drawn on the 
Duncan parcel at the south edge of the Newman Tract, and there was an airport west of the Inlet.  A municipal 
golf course was proposed for the old dump between Cayuga Inlet and Fall Creek.   

Many American cities undertook building municipal golf courses in the 1930s.  These were frequently 
nine-hole courses with modest clubhouses.  In the Mohawk Valley and the Southern Tier, examples include 
ones at Binghamton, Utica, Amsterdam, Little Falls, and Syracuse.  These often feature surprisingly challenging 
terrain on hilltop sites.  Others, like Newman, created challenges on level land.  Many of these courses remain 
in business nearly a century later, in part because they both offer recreation to their residents and earn an 
income for the city. 

These elements laid out by Hewitt & Metzger were connected by curvilinear drives.  The two 
footbridges over Fall Creek and the Lagoon outlet that connected Stewart Park and the new golf course.  Except 
for a proposed automobile bridge over Fall Creek, almost the entire plan was executed. 

Ithaca soon enlisted the Civil Works Administration (CWA), a program established under Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal to work on the golf course.  The CWA was created by executive order on 9 
November 1933 to provide employment through the winter of 1933–34 by creating jobs that built or improved 
roads, water lines, schools, levees, and airports.  It concluded in July 1934, having worked on 200,000 
community projects.  Its programmatic concept was reused when the Works Progress Administration was 
created in 1935.39  

It was reported in early January 1934 that CWA workers had already started grading the city dump for a 
new municipal golf course after inspection by Cedric H. Guise, president of the Ithaca Country Club, with the 
city engineers.  He’d made recommendations for laying out of the nine-hole course, but no source mentions an 
overall designer.40   

More than a year later, on 5 March 1935, it was reported that the city hoped to finish the golf course and 
open it for the Fourth of July.  The CWA had promised continued employment for the work of constructing the 
tees and greens that would then be spread with topsoil and seeded in early May.  The course was 2,665 yards – 
shorter than the standard 3,200 yards for nine holes.41  The course opened informally in May or June as it was 
reported on the 1st of July that 1,195 golfers had already played at least part of the course.  Seven holes were 

 
38 Bacon, II:3. 
39 “The Living New Deal.” (https://livingnewdeal.org/glossary/civil-works-administration-cwa-1933/; accessed 18 December 2022) 
40 8 January 1934, “CWA workers start project of grading city dump for new municipal golf course,” Ithaca Journal, p. 5. 
41 “City Hopeful of Finishing Golf Course,” CWA Continuance Assured.  Opening may be scheduled for July 4.”  5 March 1935 (one 
of two dates penciled on clipping).  This appears to be a Journal clipping, but its running title is lost. (Clipping file: “Newman Golf 
Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 

https://livingnewdeal.org/glossary/civil-works-administration-cwa-1933/
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opened earlier; the last two couldn’t be opened due to spring flooding.42   On the Fourth, Jared T. Newman 
formally opened the course for a special tournament.43 

It appears that there was little indoor accommodation for golfers, and both clubhouse and course 
modification were under review by early 1940.  For some, course modification seemed urgent.  They suggested 
that those who had learned to golf at Newman would soon find it too short to continue enjoying using it.44  
Plans to begin the work of extending the course to 3,400 yards with partial funding by the Works Progress 
Administration were reported in October 1940.  The total cost was about $15,000, of which Ithaca would pay an 
estimated $3,843.45  No designer is named for this project.  Comparison between the layout presented in 1934 
and the 1941 redesign still used today show that the latter extended farther north into an area alongside Fall 
Creek that had a decorative garden plan, possibly parterres.  The general route of the new layout also extended 
eastward to Fall Creek, offering space for the short second hole that allowed the third hole to cross much of the 
site rather than running northward in the eastern section.  This opened additional space for longer fairways and 
better space allocation in the western area.  Architect Chester Hewitt offered modified plans for the clubhouse 
that made it “strictly utilitarian” with neither lounge nor “waste space.” It had showers, lockers, an office, and a 
modest veranda.46  By 1941, the course had gone from par 66 to par 72 and a new, larger clubhouse was built at 
the present site.47 

The Newman clubhouse was again proposed for remodeling at a cost of $25,000 in 1956.  Mayor Ryan 
supported this, although he opposed use of the Stewart trust fund until it was rebuilt past $100,000.48  This may 
indicate that the city had used more than the interest earned by the trust over the years.  The contract was let in 
May, however, and work was completed that year.  Course receipts exceeded $9,000 in 1957, which it was said 
nearly reimbursed the Stewart Park fund.49 

If the Stewart trust for the park had been partially drained, how was the money spent?  During the early 
1950s, the city installed a shallow splash pond and augmented the 1930s traditional steel tube playground 
equipment in Stewart Park with new elements still on site.  The carousel with painted cast aluminum horses 
built by Allan Herschell Co., Inc., of North Tonowanda, New York, placed in 1951.  It was, however, was a 
privately owned and operated concession.  In 1954, winds from Hurricane Hazel toppled the central tower 
designed by Vivian and Gibb and irretrievably damaged one of the towers on the boathouse.  Work related to 
these losses might also have reduced the fund.   

At the close of the period of significance in 1956, it seems that while Newman Municipal Golf Course 
was on a stable economic footing, other sections of the park suffered from a pattern of deferred maintenance 
whereby components of the landscape that showed signs of deterioration.  Gradually, features of the park’s 
distinctive and historically layered landscape seemed threatened at the end of the period of significance.  

 
42 “Full 9 Holes of Municipal Links Opened; 1,195 Golfers have already played course, etc.,” Ithaca Journal, 1 July 1935. (Clipping 
file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 
43 “Jared Newman, Mayor Smith to Open Links.  Special tournament held.”  [Ithaca Journal], 4 July 1935. (Clipping file: “Newman 
Golf Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 
44 [part of a larger sports column, “Par/Beyond,” in Ithaca Journal].  14 May 1940. (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins 
County History Center) 
45 “WPA to begin golf course task Monday,” Ithaca Journal, 10 October 1935.  (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins 
County History Center) 
46 Lewis J. Adesso, “Golf and Golf Course Management,” Presented to Ithaca Centennial Commission, September 1988.  Compiled in 
album prepared by Lewis J. Adesso’s wife.  Ithaca, New York: Tompkins County History Center) 
47 Lewis J. Adesso. 
48 “Mayor backs club house appropriation,” [Ithaca Journal], 1 May 1946: 3. 
49 “Ithaca Municipal Golf Course has best season in 22 years,” Journal American, 22 October 1957; “Club House Work to Start,” 5 
May 1956.  (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 
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Post-1956 
It appears that nearly three more decades passed before the mayor and Common Council considered 

efforts beyond simple maintenance at Stewart Park.  In 1983, the Board of Public Works requested long range 
guidelines for Stewart Park.50  The city retained local landscape architect Tom Niedercorn, who prepared a 
“Master Plan for Improvement of the Stewart Park Complex.”  The plan was presented in 1985.  It incorporated 
new parking lots, restructured the road system, and proposed augmenting the shoreline with new landscaping.  
New construction included a playground and a boat pier extending to an island placed a few hundred feet off the 
water’s edge, perhaps mimicking the idea of the one in the Metzger & Hewitt plan.  Niedercorn also proposed 
new uses for the three large Vivian and Gibb buildings, including a community center in the boathouse and a 
museum in the Dance Pavilion later used as the Wharton studio.  Niedercorn had considered increasing 
Newman Golf Course to 18 holes but concluded there wasn’t enough space.51   

Almost immediately, the Stewart Park Alliance formed to protest the Niedercorn proposal and called for 
the park’s preservation, restoration, and maintenance.52  In discussion with the mayor and common council, the 
citizens’ group urged careful consideration of each portion of the proposed master plan “to winnow out the 
good from the bad.”53  In August 1987, John Bacon, architectural conservator for Historic Ithaca, prepared New 
York State historic resource inventory forms (a.k.a. blue forms) for individual resources in Renwick Park and 
Cascadilla School athletic grounds areas of Stewart Park and wrote articles about those areas of the overall 
landscape.  This raised awareness of the park’s history and encouraged residents and officials to take that past 
into account as work was planned.  Soon after, the Friends of Stewart Park incorporated as a supporting non-
profit and has worked in concert with the city to implement the preservation, restoration, and maintenance 
demanded in the wake of the Niedercorn proposal. 

In the early 2000s, the Friends of the Newman Golf Course protested proposals to either close or alter 
the course to accommodate the proposed Cayuga Waterfront Trail.  They noted that the golf course consistently 
offered a place for those without country club memberships to play and argued that its nine-hole configuration 
is desirable as it allows a game to be fit into a busy schedule.  They called for actions that would make the 
course more broad-based in its appeal.  This included building a new clubhouse and improving Newman’s 
drainage and irrigation under the direction of a golf course architect who would also work to preserve the 
distinctive character of Newman.54  Their advocacy led, at least in part, to the Waterfront Trail skirting the 
south boundary of the golf course rather than following the lake shoreline on its north boundary and altering the 
course layout.  The trail opened in 2010.   

Stewart Park’s landscape, which incorporates the Renwick Wildwood and Newman Golf Course, forms 
a historic district that represents all eras of its development as a place of recreation during the period of 
significance from ca. 1893 to 1956.  During the 1890s, two private entities – the Cascadilla School and a street 
railway company – developed roughly 60 acres of waterfront east of Fall Creek and north of the settled area of 
Ithaca.  At the western end of this section, the boys preparatory school laid out athletic grounds and retained the 

 
50 Citizens to Save Stewart Park, “Statement of Position,” [ca. 1985]. (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County 
History Center) 
51 Brian G. Bourke, “Stewart Park Revitalization Plans Revealed.  Planner Encouraged by Positive Feedback.” Ithaca Journal, [1985]. 
(Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County History Center) This article provided a map of the planned changes in the 
former Renwick Park and Cascadilla School athletic grounds area.  
52 Citizens to Save Stewart Park, “Statement of Position,” [1986]. (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County History 
Center) Both organizations used the same address, 2 Hillcrest Drive in Ithaca, indicating that the group changed names as it refined its 
position. 
53 “Petition to the Mayor and Common Council to Immediately Begin an Ongoing Program to Improve the Attractiveness and 
Usefulness of Stewart Park,” ca. 1986. (Clipping file: “Newman Golf Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 
54 Marcello Tino, “A Position Paper from the Friends of Newman Golf Course,” Typescript, [ca.2005].  (Clipping file: “Newman Golf 
Course,” Tompkins County History Center) 
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recently formed local architectural firm, Vivian and Gibb, to design a boathouse.  About the same time, the 
street railway asked the same firm to design three pavilions and a water tower at the eastern end of the area.  
This established an architectural coherence that still exists.  

Of these five buildings, two – the Cascadilla Boathouse (NR listed) and the Picnic Pavilion – closely 
resemble their original appearances and are intact examples of the Shingle Style.  The boathouse has been 
stabilized and restored over nearly two decades, partly funded by the state’s Environmental Protection Fund.  Its 
foundation was strengthened, and the entire building raised nearly two feet to protect it from moisture in the 
early 2000s.  New wood shingle siding replicates the original finish and the surviving open porches have been 
repaired in kind.  It continues to be used for boat storage by a local rowing club.  The Picnic Pavilion has been 
carefully restored during the past decade and was reopened in 2019.  Its wood sash and doors have been 
repaired and painted, and its wood shingle siding is repaired or replaced in kind.  It strongly resembles its 
original appearance and is again used for picnicking.  The former Dance Pavilion, a twin of the Picnic Pavilion, 
was enclosed and remodeled as a motion picture studio by Wharton, Inc., after the trolley park closed in the 
early 1910s.  This building retains the massing of its early design and most of the appearance of Wharton’s 
redesign.  Work continues in conjunction with the Wharton Studio Museum established in 2009 to preserve 
characteristics embodying the building’s original form and its reuse as a studio while also allowing the city’s 
Department of Public Works to continue using part of it for storage and park maintenance and to develop an 
exhibit space and café.  The much smaller tea pavilion now on site is a 2013 rebuilding using the Vivian and 
Gibb plans by the Department of Public Works rather than a restoration of the original building. 

While the city acquired both the Newman Tract west of Fall Creek by 1910 and the acreage now called 
the Renwick Wildwood in 1913, it did not establish either as public recreation areas for some time.  The 
Newman Tract’s first use under city ownership was as a dump for coal ash.  The Wildwood area, it was 
determined, should be kept as wildlife habitat, which required little investment.  Mayor Stewart’s purchase, 
donation, and subsequent endowment of the former Renwick Park in 1921 inaugurated the area’s development 
as public recreational land.  Soon after the city acquired Renwick Park in 1921, it expanded the city boundary 
north to encompass the Newman Tract and lands east of Fall Creek that it owned.  To make the park more 
accessible, the city restructured the trolley park circulation system to accommodate automobiles. 

The subsequent process of turning nearly 180 acres of damp lakefront land can be described as additive 
even in view of the Hewitt & Metzger Cayuga Lake Waterfront Plan prepared in 1934 for the city.  The plan, 
mainly executed using New Deal programs and funds, represented a broad scope of recreational landscape 
planning, most especially during the late Progressive and New Deal eras.  Rather than make comprehensive 
changes to the existing recreational areas of the park landscape, their plan called for expanding usage over the 
entire city-owned parcel and creating new recreational spaces alongside earlier ones.  Thus, swimming, 
picnicking, and quiet enjoyment of a lakeview combined with tennis, playground equipment, and golf.  The uses 
established for city lands east of Cayuga Inlet in the Hewitt & Metzger plan are largely intact nearly a century 
later.  

Many changes to specific areas of the park’s landscape in the postwar era enhanced and broadened uses 
established in the prewar era.  At Newman, these included lengthening the golf course soon after it opened and 
augmenting its clubhouse in 1956.  In the Renwick Park section, these included a spray pool, a carousel, and 
placement of playground equipment in the 1950s.  New playgrounds spaces constructed in 2017 and 2020 and a 
new splash pad all fit within the intent and physical structure of the existing city park.  More recent notions of 
what a city park might include led to the design of the Cayuga Waterfront Trail (opened 2010) and the planned 
reuse of the Dance Pavilion/Wharton Studio as a museum about Ithaca’s movie industry.  Thus, the 
maintenance and continued use of individual components over the entire park landscape preserve distinctive 
characteristics of historic municipal park use and design spanning nearly a century that also build on nineteenth-
century private recreational enterprises. 
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10. Geographical Data 

 

Acreage of Property Approx. 174 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1  18   375736   4701934  3 18    376510   4701284 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2  18   376637  4702455  4  18    375820   4701141 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale.  

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The boundary is the current tax parcel boundary.  Boundary established ca. 1935 when Newman Golf Course was opened 
and the area of the current park plan was laid out by Hewitt and Metzger as public recreation property. 
 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title  Jessie Ravage 

organization  date  20 December 2022 

street & number  34 Delaware St telephone  607 435 3798 

city or town   Cooperstown state New York zip code  13326 

e-mail jravage@stny.rr.com 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
Photographs of motion picture production in the former Renwick Park area 
Hewitt and Metzger, plan for development of Cayuga Lake Waterfront, 1934 
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Figure 1:  Outside the Wharton Studio 1915: left to right Creighton Hale, Pearl White, Lionel Barrymore  
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Figure 2:  “Adventures of J. Rufus Wallingford” cast, in Stewart Park, 1916 
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Figure 3:  Hewitt and Metzger, plan for development of Cayuga Lake Waterfront, 1934 
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Photographs  

List of digital photographs for: NY_Tompkins County_Stewart Park 
Photographs of property by Jessie A. Ravage (34 Delaware Street, Cooperstown, NY, 13326, 607 435 3798, 
jravage@stny.rr.com), April 2022 
 
0001: Entrance to Stewart Park showing stone gateposts and railroad crossing on Gardner Parkway, view 

southeast 
0002: View west on park drive showing mature trees, the main pavilion, and the Wharton Studio beyond 
0003: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Picnic Pavilion, north and east sides, view from northeast 
0004: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Picnic Pavilion, south and west sides, view from southwest 
0005: Stewart Park, Wharton Studio (former Renwick Park Dance Pavilion), south and west sides, view from 

southwest 
0006: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Tea House, south and west sides, view from southwest 
0007: Stewart Park, willow trees along the lake front, view from southwest 
0008: Stewart Park, vintage playground equipment with Renwick Park Tea House in background, view from 

southeast 
0009: Stewart Park, carousel with recently built toddler playground to southwest and vintage playground 

equipment to northwest, view from northwest 
0010: Stewart Park, carousel, view from southwest 
0011: Stewart Park, Stewart Memorial Flagpole, view from northwest 
0012: Stewart Park, view west from Fuertes viewing platform and pond toward north side of Cascadilla 

Boathouse (previously NR listed) 
0013: Stewart Park, Fuertes viewing platform and pond, view north 
0014: Stewart Park, entrance to the north end of the Wildwood, view south over drive and brook supplying the 

lagoon 
0015: Stewart Park, Fuertes Arch at south end of the Wildwood, view north on main path 
0016: Stewart Park, view east over footbridge over Fall Creek connecting Newman Golf Course and 

Wildwood showing matching bridge over Lagoon outlet  
0017: Stewart Park, view east over Lagoon to the Renwick Park buildings from the Wildwood 
0018: Newman Golf Course, view north from Tee 8 over Fall Creek to south and west sides of Cascadilla 

Boathouse (previously NR listed) 
0019: Stewart Park, view west to Newman Golf Course north of footbridge over Fall Creek connecting park 

and golf course  
0020: Newman Golf Course, view southwest towards clubhouse over the #4 Fairway 
0021: Newman Golf Course, view east over #2 tee 
0022: Newman Golf Course, clubhouse, rear of building with attached pavilion, view from northwest 
0023: Newman Golf Course, clubhouse, front façade, view from southeast 
0024: Newman Golf Course, maintenance shed, east and north sides, view from east 
 

mailto:jravage@stny.rr.com
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0001: Entrance to Stewart Park showing stone gateposts and railroad crossing on Gardner Parkway, view 

southeast 
 

 
0002: View west on park drive showing mature trees, the main pavilion, and the Wharton Studio beyond 
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0003: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Picnic Pavilion, north and east sides, view from northeast 
 

 
0004: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Picnic Pavilion, south and west sides, view from southwest 
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0005: Stewart Park, Wharton Studio (former Renwick Park Dance Pavilion), south and west sides, view from 

southwest 
 
 

 
0006: Stewart Park, Renwick Park Tea House, south and west sides, view from southwest 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 

Stewart Park                      DRAFT  Tompkins County, New York 
Name of Property County and State 
 

39 
 

 

 
0007: Stewart Park, willow trees along the lake front, view from southwest 
 
 

 
0008: Stewart Park, vintage playground equipment with Renwick Park Tea House in background, view from 

southeast 
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0009: Stewart Park, carousel with recently built toddler playground to southwest and vintage playground 

equipment to northwest, view from northwest 
 

 
0010: Stewart Park, carousel, view from southwest 
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0011: Stewart Park, Stewart Memorial Flagpole, view from northwest 
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0012: Stewart Park, view west from Fuertes viewing platform and pond toward north side of Cascadilla 

Boathouse (previously NR listed) 
 

 
0013: Stewart Park, Fuertes viewing platform and pond, view north 
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0014: Stewart Park, entrance to the north end of the Wildwood, view south over drive and brook supplying the 

lagoon 
 

 
0015: Stewart Park, Fuertes Arch at south end of the Wildwood, view north on main path 
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0016: Stewart Park, view east over footbridge over Fall Creek connecting Newman Golf Course and 

Wildwood showing matching bridge over Lagoon outlet  
 

  
0017: Stewart Park, view east over Lagoon to the Renwick Park buildings from the Wildwood 
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0018: Newman Golf Course, view north from Tee 8 over Fall Creek to south and west sides of Cascadilla 

Boathouse (previously NR listed) 
 

 
0019: Stewart Park, view west to Newman Golf Course north of footbridge over Fall Creek connecting park 

and golf course  
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0020: Newman Golf Course, view southwest towards clubhouse over the #4 Fairway 
 

 
0021: Newman Golf Course, view east over #2 tee 
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0022: Newman Golf Course, clubhouse, rear of building with attached pavilion, view from northwest 
 

 
0023: Newman Golf Course, clubhouse, façade, view from southeast 
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0024: Newman Golf Course, maintenance shed, east and north sides, view from east 
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