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1.  Name of Property 

historic name   Temple Israel of the City of New York 

other names/site number         Young Israel of the West Side 

name of related multiple property listing  N/A 

  Location 

street & number  210 West 91st Street     not for publication 

city or town  New York   vicinity 

state  NY code NY county New York code 061 zip code  10024 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s) 1  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1 0 Total 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION / Religious Facility  RELIGION / Religious Facility 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS /   foundation: Stone 

Classical Revival  walls: Limestone, Brick, Terra Cotta 

    

  roof:  

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)   
 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Temple Israel of the City of New York, now Young Israel of the West Side, is a synagogue located at 210 West 
91st Street in the Upper West Side neighborhood of Manhattan, New York County, New York. The Upper West 
Side is an urban neighborhood stretching from 62nd Street to 96th Street, with many residential, commercial, 
and institutional buildings. The building is sited on the south side of West 91st Street between Amsterdam 
Avenue and Broadway. The street slopes down from east to west and is tree-lined. The concrete sidewalk is 
typical with inset brick at each of the synagogue’s three entrances. Immediately to the east, on the corner of 
Amsterdam Avenue, is the Plaza Jewish Community Chapel, a Jewish funeral chapel that is not associated 
with Young Israel of the West Side. The remaining buildings on this block of West 91st Street are residential – 
a fourteen-story apartment building immediately to the west and five-story tenements and a thirteen-story 
apartment building, across West 91st Street to the north.  
 
Temple Israel is composed of a three-story sanctuary space on the east and an attached four-story community 
building on the west. The building retains its integrity to a high degree on the exterior and interior. The 
nomination includes the entire lot on which the synagogue is located.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Description  
 
Temple Israel is a three- and four-story, roughly nine-bay building on a sloping lot. The building rests on a 
granite base, is covered in ashlar limestone masonry blocks, and has a flat roof with terra cotta parapets with 
balustrades. The façade features a modified temple-front Classical Revival design with Jewish iconography. 
The building consists of a five-bay-wide synagogue space on the east, a narrow transitional bay, and a three-
bay attached community space on the west. Horizontal elements of the façade run across each of the three 
sections, creating an appearance of interconnectedness despite the differences in height and the slope of the 
land. For clarity, this narrative describes each section separately from east to west. 
 
On the first story of the synagogue, the facade has three equally spaced, round-arch entrances with double 
doors, each with an arched fanlight. Each door leaf has two recessed panels at the bottom, a long rectangular 
window panel, and one recessed panel above. Above the fanlight, the rusticated blocks act as voussoirs to 
form round arches. Original architectural drawings show full-height decorative metal grilles in front of all three 
double doors. Today there are decorative metal grilles on the center doors and a decorative metal grille 
attached over the window panels of the eastern doors. Because of the slope of the site, the eastern door 
threshold is flush with the street level, there are two steps up at the center door, and three steps up at the 
western door. A non-historic arched fabric awning with lighting extends over the center entrance. The central 
doors are flanked by single narrow casement windows with original metal grilles. The cornerstone, located on 
the eastern corner of the synagogue states: “Temple Israel 5682 - 1922.”    
 
A simple frieze and cornice extend the full width of the facade, tying the sections together. A limestone 
balustrade runs above the cornice, forming the base of the central section of the façade, which is slightly set 
back. The second and third stories of the synagogue façade feature eight Ionic  engaged columns. The 
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columns are spaced in pairs and rise from the plinth-like bases which interrupt the balustrade.   Bas-relief lion 
heads with floral motifs are located within the narrow panels framed by each set of columns. Wider limestone 
panels are centered above the three double doors of the lower first level. Each has a Star of David bas-relief 
sculpture. In each of these bays, a floral swag is located above the star. It continues downward as a carved 
stone meander motif.   
 
The Ionic columns support an entablature consisting of a limestone architrave and frieze and a terra-cotta 
cornice with dentil molding.  Within the stone frieze is an inscription: “MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 
HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL.” A cornice, which extends across all three sections of the building, is located 
above the entablature.  The parapet is composed of three courses of terra-cotta blocks that mimic the 
limestone below capped by a terra-cotta balustrade. The balustrade is interrupted by panels in the form of Ten 
Commandment tablets flanked by smaller rectangular piers. A small decorative swag appears below the 
tablets with a small floral motif on the sides.   
 
A narrow, inset transitional bay is located between the large synagogue space on the east and the community 
center on the west. The materials are continuous from the synagogue: granite base, limestone on the first, 
mezzanine, second, and third floors, and terra cotta on the fourth floor.  The first story has a single rectangular 
entranceway with a non-historic door.  The mezzanine, second, and third stories retain original windows. The 
mezzanine level has a circular window with muntins in the form of a Star of David.  The second level has a 
rectangular casement window with four-over-twelve glass and a gauged limestone lintel made from three 
blocks. Venting for newer mechanical systems has been imposed into some panels of glass on the lower and 
upper left. The third level has a rectangular double-hung eighteen-over-eighteen window with gauged lintel 
made from five blocks. Over the transitional bay, the parapet becomes a slightly taller terra-cotta wall. The 
sash of a rectangular fourth-floor window, located just over the cornice of the building, has been replaced with 
a non-historic sash.  
 
The community center is located within the three bays at the west end of the building.  It has four floors plus a 
mezzanine level, gained at this end due to the slope of the site. The overall materials and design of the facade 
continue seamlessly onto the community center section.  The first story has central double doors with a metal 
transom flanked by one-over-one windows. While the original fenestration has been maintained, the first-story 
double doors and windows have been replaced. The central doors are set within a limestone surround. A 
limestone band with smaller panels separates the door from an arch of limestone blocks with an inset ten-over-
ten rectangular window with a bracketed sill. The arch has limestone voussoirs; a paired rectangular detail is 
located under the cornice band above the arch. The arch is flanked by six-over-six rectangular windows.  On 
the second story, above the cornice, is a central cast-iron balcony with sixteen-pane French glass doors and 
upper four-pane transom windows.  Flanking the balcony are original twelve-pane triple casement windows 
with four-pane transoms. A stone inscription is located between the second and third stories: “THOU SHALT 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.” LEVITICUS, XIX, 18.  The center of the third story has a large bas-
relief Star of David within a circular molding.  It is flanked by eighteen-over-eighteen rectangular windows.  
Above the windows, two cornices separate the lower stories from the terra-cotta-covered fourth story. The 
fourth story retains its original fenestration, but the sash has been replaced; the central bay is blind and the 
flanking bays have paired one-over-one windows.  A terra-cotta balustrade crowns the community center at the 
roof line.    
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Secondary Elevations 
The east and west elevations of the building are brick laid in common bond; they lack fenestration. On the 
south side of the building, a narrow, open courtyard running north-south is located between the synagogue and 
community center sections of the building. This space between the sections of the building exists to allow light 
to filter through large stained-glass windows on the west side of the sanctuary space as well as for windows in 
the community space.  Ten decorative stained-glass windows including five smaller rectangular windows on 
the first level and five larger round-arch windows on the second level of the sanctuary access light from this 
corridor.  The narrow open-air terrace space between the two sections can be accessed from a door on the 
first-floor level of the community side and today is used by the congregation to celebrate the festival of 
Sukkot.    
 
Interior 
 
For clarity, interior descriptions will be separated into Sanctuary space and Community space.  The sanctuary 
is entered from a lobby with three sets of double doors. The first floor is divided into a back vestibule, a large 
seating area for services, and a bimah. A second level is accessible from stairs located on two ends of the 
lobby; it provides space for additional seating on three sides, east, west, and north. The sanctuary has 
quadruple-height ceilings. The community space is entered through a single set of double doors from the 
street, or through a hallway from the west lobby of the sanctuary. The first floor is divided into its own lobby 
space, an office on the west end of the building, a gymnasium, and two back storage rooms.  The mezzanine 
level is a small room on the north end used for congregation meetings. The second floor is one large room 
stretching the length of the building, north to south.  The third floor is divided into smaller rooms and 
bathrooms. The fourth floor is uninhabited and partially demolished.  
 
Entrance and Lobby - Synagogue 
The three double doors at the street level open into three separate lobby spaces of the synagogue. The central 
lobby has side single-panel double doors wrapped in brown leather with windows that open onto the flanking 
lobbies. Inside each lobby is a set of double doors, each wrapped in original brown leather with metal studs, 
with five-pane transoms; these doors lead from the lobbies into the sanctuary. The main lobby space, reached 
from the center doors, retains most of its original design including stone-clad floor, walls, moldings, and 
pediments above two side doors. The plaster ceiling is vaulted and coffered.  An original pendant light hangs in 
the center of the lobby space and much of the original door hardware including hinges, knobs, and pulls are 
extant. The side lobbies are each reached via a corridor space on either side of the main lobby. Both side 
lobbies are less architecturally detailed than the central lobby without ornamentation, a flat ceiling, stone floors, 
and stone wainscot wall cladding. Stairs are located off of each side lobby which allows access to the 
sanctuary mezzanine level.    
 
Sanctuary Vestibule 
The sanctuary is made up of a large space for services and a small entry vestibule hall that stretches the 
length of the back, divided by repeating square columns and a wooden partial wall with upper glass panels. 
The three sets of interior double doors from the lobbies open into this single vestibule at the rear of the 
sanctuary.  The vestibule takes the form of a long hallway with wood wainscot paneling, upper picture frame 
moldings, and crown molding.  The space has an ornate ceiling made of plaster coffers in a repeating 
hexagonal and star pattern.  
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Sanctuary 
The sanctuary has two sets of benches with side aisles and a center aisle.  Almost all of the original wooden 
pews in the sanctuary have maintained their original location and integrity. The difference between the ceiling 
height in the vestibule and the sanctuary space results in a dramatic reveal. The sanctuary space has a 
quadruple-height ceiling and illuminated stained glass. The focus of the sanctuary is the curved south wall with 
a platform, bimah, for performing religious services.  Behind the bimah, the wall has a lower section of paneled 
wood with central gold leaf double doors in a repeated Star of David pattern. The door surround is wooden with 
a Hebrew inscription written on the frieze and a protruding upper cornice. Above the cornice is a sculpture with 
Ten Commandment tablets flanked by lions.   On either side of the doors is wood paneling with floral and swag 
decorative paintings repeated on the upper two portions of the inset panels. On either side of the doors are 
original furnishings including six ornately carved wooden armchairs, two large brass menorahs, a brass 
hanging lantern (eternal flame), and a carved wooden lectern.  Above the wood paneling is a curved painted 
balustrade interrupted by large blocks, the bases of wood Corinthian columns which extend to the base of a 
frieze. Each side wall of the sanctuary has ten stained-glass windows: five rectangular windows at the first-floor 
level and five larger round-arch windows above the mezzanine spanning the height of multiple floors 
above. Each of the round-arch upper windows has five divided horizontal sections and a circular pattern 
window at the top below the round-arch. Names in the memorial have been inscribed into the lower rectangular 
divided sections of glass.   Between each of the larger windows are wood Corinthian pilasters. Above the 
Corinthian columns and pilasters is a painted decorative frieze that continues along all walls of the sanctuary 
The painted frieze decoration is a repeating pattern of decorative swag with lion head motifs.  
 
A mezzanine level is accessed from two sets of stairs located at both side lobbies. This area has seating that 
extends at the back of the sanctuary and along both sides.  A repeating painted decorative motif extends 
around the front of the balconies.  An original organ with the label “Austin Organ Company, Hartford, Conn., 
Opus 1069, 1922” is located on the rear mezzanine. The walls behind the mezzanine have three repeating 
Star of David motifs set within roundels. The ceiling above the mezzanine seating on three sides is coffered.  
The back mezzanine ceiling also has a central rectangular stained glass window which is surrounded by 
coffers.  The stained glass pattern is made from smaller regularly organized colored glass squares with a 
decoratively patterned stained glass border along the perimeter.   
 
The main sanctuary space has a spectacular coved ceiling with round brass grilles on four sides. The flat 
ceiling at the center is extremely ornate with repeating square painted coffers and gilded rosettes. Centered 
within the coffers is a large leaded stained-glass skylight illuminating the space. Similar in style to the 
mezzanine stained-glass skylight, the pattern is composed of repeating colored squares with a decorative 
border inset from the edge running along the perimeter.  Additionally, four original hanging chandeliers are 
present in the space. The chandeliers each hang on a long single brass chain with two tiered rings of exposed 
light bulbs. 
 
Community Space 
Relatively few changes have been made to the interior plan of the community building though some of the 
programmatic uses have changed from their original intended use. The community space has a central lobby 
with double doors to the street level. Off of the lobby to the west is a small office space and storage closet.  
Through the lobby from the front double doors is a large double-height gymnasium space with a divided 
smaller stage area elevated off of the floor at the back.  Behind the stage are two smaller storage rooms.  The 
mezzanine level, accessible from stairs off of the lobby, of the community building has one room above the 
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lobby which is used by the synagogue for study space.  The remainder of the mezzanine level is the upper 
portion of the gymnasium, stage area, and storage rooms. The second level is a large open room with a central 
dividing wall. The third level is divided into four smaller rooms. The fourth floor is currently an open space and 
in an unusable state of ruin.    
 
Today, the spaces are used for the synagogue’s office space (first floor) and a meeting room for the 
congregation (mezzanine).  The remaining spaces are rented out to a youth basketball league (first floor) and a 
fencing school (second and third floors).  The fourth floor is in ruins and uninhabited.  The original elevator is 
still in place though it is not functional. Some original interior details have been saved, including brickwork on 
the walls of the lobby and gymnasium, the French doors and windows on the mezzanine, second and third 
floors. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. X 

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Architecture 

Ethnic Heritage: Jewish 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

1922 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1922 

 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Tachau, William G. 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance is 1922, reflecting the date of construction of the synagogue and the larger patterns of intra-city 
migration that resulted in the movement of New York’s Jewish community to the Upper West Side. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
While Temple Israel is owned by a religious institution, its primary significance is for its architecture and for its association 
with the history of the Jewish community in New York. As a result, Temple Israel meets Criterion Consideration A. 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.)  
 
Temple Israel of the City of New York, now Young Israel of the West Side, is significant under Criterion A in the 
area of Ethnic Heritage for its association with the intracity migration of Jewish populations leaving the Harlem 
neighborhood of New York City en masse in the 1920s. Almost all of Jewish Harlem fragmented and 
disappeared with this rapid neighborhood demographic change. However, some larger institutions remained 
intact as they migrated to other areas of New York City, in particular the Upper West Side which became the 
center of the middle- and upper-middle-class Jewish community. Temple Israel of Harlem was one such 
organization which, upon relocation, renamed itself Temple Israel of the City of New York in 1923 and began 
practicing in a newly commissioned synagogue-center at 210 West 91st Street in 1922. Temple Israel of the 
City of New York continued to actively practice their religious services and hold community events in the 
building for forty years until selling to Young Israel of the West Side in 1962. The building is also significant 
under Criterion C for Architecture as a good example of an early twentieth-century Classical Revival 
synagogue-center design. Designed by architect William Tachau, the building’s style was modeled after the 
congregation's previous Harlem synagogue. This stylistic choice was in alignment with popular trends for 
religious and institutional buildings during the period. The synagogue included a sanctuary space with an 
attached community center. This programmatic design is an example of the American trend to create 
synagogue centers beginning in the 1870s and which became commonplace for American synagogue design 
by the mid-1920s. The period of significance is 1922, reflecting the date of construction of the synagogue and 
the larger patterns of intra-city migration that resulted in the movement of New York’s Jewish community to the 
Upper West Side. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance  
 
From 1880 through World War I, approximately two million Jews – roughly one-third of all the Jews in 
Europe – arrived in the United States.1 New York City’s Jewish community predated this mass migration; in 
1654, a group of Jewish refugees fleeing the Inquisition in Brazil arrived in the Dutch colony of Nieuw 
Amsterdam. The community’s long history and great size make New York City by far the most historically 
and numerically significant Jewish community in the United States and one of the most significant in the 
world. During the late nineteenth century, the great majority of Jewish immigrants to New York settled on 
the Lower East Side of Manhattan. As the community prospered, many younger and more assimilated 
members left that area to settle in Harlem. 
 
Congregation Hand-in-Hand / Temple Israel of Harlem, 1870 - 1920 
The congregation of Temple Israel of Harlem was founded by German Jewish immigrants as an Orthodox 
synagogue around 1870.2  The original congregation was named Congregation Hand-in-Hand. It was formed 
by a group of Jewish merchants who had moved north from the Lower East Side, first settling in East Harlem.3  

 
1 Moses Rischin, The Promised Land: New York's Jews, 1870-1914 (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1970), 20. 
2 Jeffrey S. Gurok, The Jews of Harlem (New York: New York University Press, 2016), 249. 
3 Oscar Israelowitz, Synagogues of New York City: History of a Jewish Community (Brooklyn: Israelowitz Publishing, 

2000), 58. 
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After meeting in many small and temporary locations for almost two decades, Congregation Hand-in-Hand 
purchased a building in 1888 and changed its name to Temple Israel of Harlem.4  The congregation purchased 
the building, constructed ca. 1870 from the Church of the Holy Trinity; it was located on the northwest corner of 
125th Street and Fifth Avenue. In 1905, Temple Israel sold the property for $250,000. 5 By the turn of the 
twentieth century, Temple Israel had become the most prosperous synagogue in Harlem.6  
 
Soon after the sale of their first synagogue in 1905, Temple Israel of Harlem commissioned well-known 
American-born German Jewish architect Arnold W. Brunner (1857-1925) to design a new space for the 
congregation at 120th Street and Lenox Avenue (201 Lenox Avenue, today 201 Malcolm X Boulevard; National 
Register-listed in the Mt. Morris Historic District).  Brunner designed this worship space based on Classical 
architectural principles.  While the use of Classical forms for synagogue design had previously been popular in 
some of the earliest structures in America including Jeshuat Israel Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island 
(1763), by the mid-nineteenth century the style had fallen from favor for that of Moorish style.7 One decade 
before the completion of Temple Israel of Harlem, Brunner’s Classical Revival style design for Shearith Israel, 
America’s oldest Jewish congregation, was completed at 2 West 70th Street.8 Shearith Israel would become a 
significant architectural reference and a spark for the revival of Classicism in American synagogue design over 
the following decades. Concerning the Classical style, Brunner wrote it to be the most “fit and proper for the 
American synagogue.”9    
 
Brunner’s design for Temple Israel of Harlem was an impressive limestone structure using the Classical Ionic 
order. The use of classical principles for American synagogues at the beginning of the twentieth century was 
partially intended to reflect American ideals.10  With increased antagonisms towards Jews in America in 
response to a large influx of Eastern European immigrants, the Classical style was used as a “mediating 
device and a new emblem of religious and civic identity.”11   
 
At the dedication of the Harlem synagogue in 1907, The New York Times reported that Rabbi Dr. Maurice H. 
Harris “pleaded for progressive Jewish thought” and “declared the object of the congregation was not merely to 
hold religious services, but to work for the uplift of the Jewish people of the city as well.” The Times also noted 
the establishment of a free religious school for the children of the east side of Harlem.12 Dr. Harris introduced 
moderate reforms such as English language prayers. Under his leadership, the congregation transitioned from 
Orthodox to Reform, a movement that allowed for more evolution in Jewish religious tradition and less stress 
on ritual.13 Today, the 1907 synagogue built by Temple Israel of Harlem is home to the Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church.  
 

 
4 Israelowitz, Synagogues of New York City, 58. 
5 “Real Estate Transaction 1 -- no Title." New - York Tribune, May 09, 1905.  
6 Michael Henry Adams, Harlem, Lost and Found: An Architectural and Social History, 1765-1915 (New York: Monacelli 

Press, 2002), 202. 
7 Samuel D. Gruber,” Arnold W. Brunner and the New Classical Synagogue in America,” Jewish History, 25, no.1 Special 

Issue on Synagogue Architecture in Context (2011), 80. 
8 Gruber, “Arnold W. Brunner,” 69. 
9 Gruber, “Arnold W. Brunner,” 75. 
10 Gruber, “Arnold W. Brunner,” 90. 
11 Gruber, “Arnold W. Brunner,” 95. 
12 “Jam at Dedication of Temple Israel,” New York Times, May 18, 1907. 
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Intracity Migration, 1920s 
In May 1920, after only thirteen years of residence, Temple Israel sold its building in Harlem to the First Church 
of the Seventh Day Adventists who planned to use it for their national shrine.14   The American Israelite 
reported that Temple Israel would move “somewhere west of Central Park…following the example of so many 
of their fellow Jewish congregations.”15 This move was reflective of a larger trend during the decade as 
neighborhood demographics transformed throughout New York City. World War I brought new housing 
construction in New York City to a near standstill.  During the war, inflation of housing material costs, delays in 
transportation and unavailability of building materials as well as the scarcity of skilled laborers all contributed to 
the lack of new housing construction. In addition to housing supply stagnation, there was further pressure from 
an increase in housing demand: New York City saw a dramatic population increase of 600,000 new residents 
between 1915-1920.16   
 
With these housing challenges came population migrations in New York City and those of the Jewish 
population moving out of the Harlem neighborhood were most dramatic.17  Much of Harlem’s residential 
neighborhoods were constructed speculatively between 1870 and 1890 and new and better housing, while 
limited, was more available in other areas of Manhattan, specifically the Upper West Side, and in the Bronx.  In 
addition to housing challenges, there was a large increase in the Black community moving into Central Harlem 
from the Tenderloin in the West 30s and other sections of Manhattan.18 As Jews and other whites left the 
neighborhoods of Central Harlem, their places were quickly filled by the Black community.  By 1930, 
approximately half (165,000 of 328,000) of the Black population in New York City lived in Harlem.19   
 
By 1925, an independent community survey found that only 23,000 Jews remained in Harlem, a twenty-five 
percent reduction in just over two years.20  The majority of Harlem buildings constructed for the Jewish 
population, especially immigrant synagogues and clubs, simply closed with the population migration. Several 
larger Jewish institutions, including Temple Israel, survived the relocation to other neighborhoods. In addition, 
Harlem Jewish congregations that successfully relocated to the Upper West Side include Shaare Zedek (from 
25 West 118th Street to 212 West 93rd Street), Ohab Zedek (from 18 West 116th Street to 118 West 95th 
Street), West Side Institutional Synagogue (from 112 West 116th Street to 120 West 76th Street), and Ansche 
Chesed (from 1883 Adam Clayton Boulevard to 251 West 100th Street).21 The substantial relocation of much 
of the middle-class Jewish population of Harlem to the Upper West Side redefined that neighborhood’s 
demographics from 1920-1950.  A young World War II Veteran, returning to the Upper West Side in 1946, 
described the neighborhood as “the most compact and prosperous Jewish community in the city of New 

 
13 Israelowitz, Synagogues of New York City, 58. 
14 “Harlem synagogue sold,” The New York Times, May 20, 1920. 
15 "Correspondence: New York Happenings,” The American Israelite, Jul 22, 1920.  
16 Jeffrey S. Gurok, When Harlem was Jewish (New York: Columbia University Press, 1979), 140. 
17 Gurok, When Harlem was Jewish, 145. 
18 Israelowitz, Synagogues of New York City, 58. 
19 Gurok, When Harlem was Jewish, 149. 
20 Gurok, When Harlem was Jewish, 146. 
21 Gurok, When Harlem was Jewish, 155. 
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York.”22  By 1946, Upper West Side synagogues were plentiful; approximately twenty synagogues were spread 
over a concentrated area thirty blocks long and four blocks wide.23  
 
Rabbi Harris stated the congregation of Temple Israel moved to the Upper West Side location on 91st Street 
between Amsterdam and Broadway following “the westward drift of our congregants.”24 The congregation 
temporarily worshiped at the Second Presbyterian Church at Central Park West and Ninety-Sixth Street while a 
new building was being planned.25 During this period, the Upper West Side became a densely populated 
Jewish neighborhood, experiencing the construction of new apartment buildings and synagogues to serve the 
neighborhood’s rapidly increasing Jewish population. 
 
Temple Israel, William Tachau, and the Construction of 210 West 91st Street 
In 1920, upon selling their synagogue in Harlem, Temple Israel hired American-born architect William G. 
Tachau (1875-1969), of the newly formed Manhattan-based firm, Tachau & Vought.  William Tachau was born 
in Louisville, Kentucky, and earned a Ph.B. from Columbia University in 1896 and Diplome from Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts in 1903. From 1904-1919, Tachau was a partner with Lewis Pilcher, of Pilcher & Tachau. His 
completed architectural work with Pilcher includes the Louisville Free Public Library (1906, National Register-
listed 1980), Jewett House residential building at Vassar College (1907), Troop C Armory in Brooklyn (1908), 
and Kingsbridge Armory in The Bronx (1917, National and New York State Register Listed, 1982; also New 
York City Landmark 1974).26 In contrast to the well-known and experienced synagogue architect, Arnold 
Brunner, who had designed the congregation’s Harlem synagogue, Tachau had no prior experience designing 
synagogues. Particularly after hiring Brunner, a well-known synagogue architect, for their earlier building, the 
congregation’s choice of Tachau is curious. After completing Temple Israel, Tachau wrote an article on the 
history of synagogue architecture, likely to attract new clients. While William Tachau has been recognized and 
honored for his work in twentieth-century Classical Revival architecture, Temple Israel on West 91st Street was 
his only completed synagogue design.  
 
It is clear that Tachau heavily referenced Temple Israel’s former Harlem synagogue to inform the design of the 
congregation’s new building at 210 West 91st Street.  Both buildings are Classical in design with double-height 
attached Ionic columns. Both exterior facades are constructed of limestone with a granite base, with visual 
horizontal bands created by the ashlar masonry facade. There is a heavy entablature and cornice with dentil 
molding as well as repeated use of the Star of David motif in bas relief. The sanctuary space is entered from 
the street via three double doors.   
 
The sanctuary interiors also share striking design commonalities. The interior plan of the sanctuaries is nearly 
identical: the main assembly space with wooden pews divided by two side aisles and one center aisle, a focus 
wall with a pair of gold-plated doors on the ark with paneled wood and double-height Corinthian columns 

 
22 Aaron M. Frankel, “Back to Eighty-Sixth Street: A Young Veteran Questions the ‘Jewish Problem.’” Commentary, Jan. 

1, 1946, 169. 
23 Frankel, “Back to Eighty-Sixth Street,” 170. 
24 Jeffrey S. Gurok, The Jews of Harlem (New York: New York University Press, 2016), 178. 
25 “Temple Israel Quits Old Home," The New York Times, October 05, 1920. 
26 Marty Poynter Hedgepeth, “Louisville Public Library.” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, 1979. 

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/80001608_text; Karen Van Lengen and Lisa Reilly, Vassar College: 
An Architectural Tour (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Architectural Press, 2004); CTA Architects, “Design & Adaptive Reuse 
of Bedford-Union Armory,” https://www.ctaarchitects.com/bedford-union-armory-1. 
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above. Organ pipes flank either side of the Corinthian columns. In both spaces, an upper balcony wraps 
around the assembly space on three sides with two rows of decorative stained-glass windows running the 
lengths of the sanctuary with arched fanlights.  In both sanctuaries, four large lanterns hang from heavily 
coffered ceilings. Deviating from the Harlem sanctuary, Tachau added stained-glass skylights on 91st Street 
(perhaps a design decision based upon its midblock site, rather than corner location in Harlem); however, the 
selection of color and pattern of the stained glass is strikingly similar to that of Brunner’s design in Harlem. 
 
In addition to creating a familiar space based on the congregation’s previous synagogue, Tachau approached 
the project within the context of a popular American building style of the time: Classical Revival. Following 
popular architectural fashions had been common, though not exclusively the rule, for synagogue design from 
the beginning of the typology’s construction in America. Style and aesthetics followed that of other non-secular 
buildings as seen in early American synagogues such as the Georgian design of Touro Synagogue in Newport, 
Rhode Island (1753, National Register listed, 1989) and the Greek Revival style of Shearith Israel in New York 
City (1834, demolished) and Beth Elohim in Charleston, South Carolina (1841, National Register listed, 1978).  
Accepted trends for Egyptian Revival can be seen in the 1820-40s at the Mikveh Israel Synagogue and Crown 
Street Synagogue, both in Philadelphia.27 By the late nineteenth century and into the beginning of the twentieth 
century, second and third-generation American-born Jews mostly turned to a Classical Revival aesthetic for 
new synagogues, generally following, though not without exceptions, the favored American building style of the 
day.28  A notable exception was the popularity of distinctly Moorish-style synagogues in the post-Civil War 
period with prominent examples such as Plum Street Temple (K.K. B’nai Yeshurun) in Cincinnati (1866, 
National Register Listed 1975), Temple Emanu-El in New York City (1868, demolished) and Central 
Synagogue (Congregation Ahawath Chesed Shaar Hashomayim) in New York City (1872, National Register 
Listed 1970, National Historic Landmark 1975). 
 
In addition to fashion, twentieth-century synagogue architects like Tachau also referenced a mid-nineteenth-
century discovery of ancient synagogue ruins, all in Classical styles, as an influence and justification for their 
current Classical Revival work.  In his 1926 article, The Architecture of the Synagogue, William Tachau 
described the 1852 discovery of ruins in Galilee.  Tachau points out the great similarities between nearly all of 
the buildings: three-door entrances in the wall closest to Jerusalem, a nave with two side aisles, and columns 
to support a balcony on three sides.29 The ancient synagogue plan referenced by the architect which had 
survived in the basilica and synagogue design for centuries is seen in Brunner’s sanctuary plan on Lenox 
Avenue and again in Tachau’s plan on West 91st Street.  
 
In addition to a Classical Revival style trend of synagogue design in the early twentieth century, there was also 
a programmatic trend toward the design of “synagogue-centers”: complex buildings including the main 
sanctuary for worship, a smaller prayer-chapel, a hall for social functions, a library, classrooms, and offices.30 
In the 1870s, American synagogues were typically designed for worship only, occasionally with a basement 
classroom as a design afterthought.  By 1925, a more complex “synagogue-center” became the dominant form 

 
27 Samuel D. Gruber, Synagogues (New York: Michael Friedman Publishing Group, Inc., 1999), 103-104. 
28 Gruber. Synagogues, 106. 
29 William G. Tachau, “The Architecture of the Synagogue,” The American Jewish Year Book, September 9, 1926, to 

September 26, 1927, Vol. 28,165. 
30 David Kaufman. Shul with a Pool: the “Synagogue-Center” in American Jewish History (Hanover, NH: University Press 

of New England, 1999), 2.  
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of American synagogue building expression, catering to multi-faceted goals for religious worship, education, 
and socialization of a Jewish congregation. The “synagogue-center” was the first synagogue-type without 
European precedent; it was wholly American.31 Tachau’s work for Temple Israel on 91st Street is an example 
of the new synagogue-center. While the sanctuary was heavily influenced by Brunner’s earlier commission for 
the congregation, the attached community center on 91st street reflects this pervasive trend for synagogue-
centers in America.   
 
Young Israel of the West Side 
Temple Israel’s last service on West 91st Street took place on June 16, 1962, forty years after its move to the 
Upper West Side.32 As before, Temple Israel followed the crosstown relocation of its congregants, this time 
across Central Park to the Upper East Side where a third synagogue was commissioned. 33 A new Brutalist-
style Temple Israel synagogue designed by Peter Claman of Schuman & Lichtenstein opened at 112 East 75th 
Street on April 7, 1967.34  
 
Today, 210 West 91st Street is occupied by an Orthodox congregation, Young Israel of the West Side, which 
purchased the property from Temple Israel in 1962.  Beginning in 1946, Young Israel of the West Side had 
been holding services in various smaller buildings on the west side of Manhattan immediately following World 
War II and was officially incorporated as a religious organization by the State of New York on November 16, 
1961. Young Israel purchased the building intending to use the space to expand its youth college-aged 
programming.35  The Orthodox congregation continues to use the building as a modern synagogue center at 
210 West 91st Street, using the sanctuary space for religious services and community space for both the 
congregation, which consists largely of young families living on the Upper West Side, and renting to outside 
athletic organizations such as Basketball Stars and Tim Moorehouse Fencing Club. One hundred years after 
its completion, Tachau’s building continues to serve as a home for both Jewish ecclesiastical and secular 
spaces for the Upper West Side neighborhood community and beyond. 
 
 
 

 
31 Kaufman, Shul with a Pool, 4. 
32 “West Side Temple Sets Last Service: Reform Group Will Utilize Church During Move,” New York Times, June 10, 

1962.   
33 “Temple Israel (Reform Judaism),” http://www.nycago.org/Organs/NYC/html/TempleIsrael.html 
34 “Temple Israel to Consecrate Ark,” New York Times, April 7, 1967. 
35 “Hotel Lease Sold on West End Ave: Esplanade Figures in Deal – Synagogue is Bought,” New York Times, June 26, 

1962. 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Temple Israel of the City of New York DRAFT  New York County, NY 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

15 
 

 

9.  Major Bibliographical References  
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 
Adams, Michael Henry. Harlem, Lost and Found: An Architectural and Social History, 1765-1915. New York: 

Monacelli Press, 2002. 
 
“Correspondence: New York Happenings.” The American Israelite, Jul 22, 1920.  
 
Dunlop, David W. “Vestiges of Harlem’s Past.” New York Times, June 7, 2002. 
 
Frankel, Aaron M. “Back to Eighty-Sixth Street: A Young Veteran Questions the ‘Jewish Problem.’” 

Commentary, Jan. 1, 1946. 
 
Gruber, Samuel D. “Arnold W. Brunner and the New Classical Synagogue in America.” Jewish History 25, 

no.1. Special Issue on Synagogue Architecture in Context (2011). 
 
Gruber, Samuel D. Synagogues. New York: Michael Friedman Publishing Group, Inc., 1999. 
 
Gurok, Jeffrey S. The Jews of Harlem. New York: New York University Press, 2016. 
 
Gurok, Jeffrey S. When Harlem was Jewish. New York: Columbia University Press, 1979. 
 
“Harlem synagogue sold.” The New York Times (1857-1922), May 20, 1920. 
 
“Hotel Lease Sold on West End Ave: Esplanade Figures in Deal – Synagogue is Bought.” New York Times, 

June 26, 1962. 
 
Israelowitz, Oscar. Synagogues of New York City: History of a Jewish Community. New York: Israelowitz 

Publishing, Brooklyn, 2000. 
 
“Jam at Dedication of Temple Israel.” New York Times, May 18, 1907. 
 
Kaufman, David. Shul with a Pool: the “synagogue-center” in American Jewish history. Hanover, NH: 

University Press of New England, 1999.  
 
“Real Estate Transaction 1 -- no Title." New-York Tribune, May 09, 1905.  
 
Rischin, Moses. The Promised Land: New York's Jews, 1870-1914. New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1970. 
 
Tachau, William G. “The Architecture of the Synagogue.” The American Jewish Year Book, September 9, 

1926, to September 26, 1927, Vol. 28. 
 
“Temple Israel to Consecrate Ark.” New York Times, April 7, 1967. 
 
“Temple Israel Quits Old Home." The New York Times, Oct 05, 1920. 
 
Van Lengen, Karen and Lisa Reilly. Vassar College: An Architectural Tour. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

Architectural Press, 2004. 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Temple Israel of the City of New York DRAFT  New York County, NY 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

16 
 

“West Side Temple Sets Last Service: Reform Group Will Utilize Church During Move.” New York Times, June 
10, 1962. 

 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):   
 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Temple Israel of the City of New York DRAFT  New York County, NY 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

17 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  0.32 acres 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale.  
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundary includes the parcel that has been historically associated with Temple Israel of the City of New 
York. 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 
• Continuation Sheets 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
 
Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
 
Name of Property: Temple Israel of the City of New York 
  
City or Vicinity:  New York City 
 
County:  New York   State: NY 
 
Photographer: Anne Maxwell Foster 
 
Date Photographed: February 2, 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number: 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0001 
Façade (north elevation), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0002 
Facade (north elevation), camera facing southeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0003 
Facade inscription, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0004 
Facade (eastern doors), camera facing southwest 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0005 
Facade (eastern and central doors to sanctuary), camera facing south 
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NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0006 
Facade (western doors to sanctuary), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0007 
Facade, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0008 
Facade (doors to community center), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0009 
Facade, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0010 
Facade, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0011 
Facade, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0012 
Facade (community center), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0013 
Facade (community center), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0014 
91st street, camera facing west 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0015 
Sanctuary lobby, camera facing northeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0016 
Sanctuary lobby, camera facing east 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0017 
Side lobby, camera facing west 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0018 
Side lobby, camera facing east 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0019 
Eastern doors, camera facing north 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0020 
Sanctuary vestibule, camera facing northeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0021 
View into sanctuary from vestibule, camera facing southwest 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0022 
Vestibule ceiling, camera facing up 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0023 
Sanctuary, camera facing southeast 
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NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0024 
Sanctuary, camera facing southwest 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0025 
Sanctuary, camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0026 
Sanctuary, lower level stained glass window, camera facing west 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0027 
Sanctuary pew seating, camera facing east 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0028 
Sanctuary (bimah), camera facing southeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0029 
Sanctuary (bimah), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0030 
Sanctuary (bimah), camera facing southwest 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0031 
Sanctuary (from upper mezzanine), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0032 
Sanctuary (from upper mezzanine), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0033 
Sanctuary, camera facing northeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0034 
Sanctuary, camera facing northeast 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0035 
Sanctuary (mezzanine), camera facing south 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0036 
Sanctuary (organ), camera facing east 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0037 
Community center (lobby), camera facing north 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0038 
Community center (first floor), camera facing east 
 
NY_New York Co_Temple Israel_0039 
Courtyard between sanctuary and community center, camera facing south 
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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