
1 
 

             

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places               DRAFT 
Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   
 

1.  Name of Property 

historic name     The Beeches Historic District  

other names/site number         Potter Estate  

name of related multiple property listing       N/A 

  Location 

street & number      7900 Turin Road      not for publication 

city or town              Rome    vicinity 

state  New York  code NY county  Oneida  code 065 zip code  13440 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60.  

In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be 
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national                  statewide           X   local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

 

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private  building(s) 6 7 buildings 

 public - Local X district 1  sites 

 public - State  site 2  structures 

 public - Federal  structure 1  objects 

   object 10 7 Total 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

N/A  0 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling  Vacant 

COMMERCE/business  DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Late 19th and Twentieth Century Revivals/Tudor 
Revival  foundation: Concrete 
Late 19th and Twentieth Century Revivals/Colonial 
Revival  walls: Stone, brick 

    

  roof: Slate, Asphalt 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)   
 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Beeches Historic District is located at 7900 Turin Road in the City of Rome, Oneida County, New York.  
The property evolved from an early twentieth century single-family estate named The Beeches to a popular and 
enduring commercial venture of the same name. The district encompasses a fifty-one-acre parcel situated on the 
southeast corner of Turin Road and Potter Road in the primarily residential outskirts of the city. The district 
includes buildings, structures, landscaped grounds, and objects. The buildings that composed the 1916-1949 
Potter family estate are easily identified by their striking Tudor Revival architecture and include the Residence 
(1925), Garage (ca. 1925), a Pool Loggia (ca. 1925) and associated Pool, North Lodge (1916), Potting House 
(ca. 1925), and South Lodge (1916). The once freestanding stone Garage is now attached to the Residence by an 
addition. The property driveway opens onto Turin and Potter Roads between stone gate pillars with attached 
stone walls (1917); these features are also contributing elements in the district. A large, Colonial Revival Motel 
(1955), additions to the Residence (1950s and 1960s) and Potting House (1959), and a bronze statue of 
Classical Roman imagery (installed 1958) are elements that supported the commercial period of The Beeches 
(1949-2018), when it was owned and operated by the Destito family. The landscape of the property is a 
contributing element, with a broad, sloping, open lawn divided by creek-fed ponds, the woodlands that ring the 
property, and the winding drive that connects the north and south gates. The property also includes seven non-
contributing buildings, most of which are not visible from Potter and Turin Roads. The property’s Tudor 
Revival buildings are magnificent examples with stone walls, steeply pitched roofs covered in thick slate 
shingles, and corbelled brick chimneys. The Colonial Revival motel is an excellent example of this style and 
has high historic integrity. While some of the setting has been impacted by new, functionally unrelated 
buildings, the historic district retains integrity of location, materials, design, feeling, and association.   
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Description  
 
The Beeches Historic District includes six Tudor Revival stone buildings, a historic concrete pool, and two 
stone gate structures that compose the original estate and a brick motel and a bronze sculpture that were added 
during the commercial period of the property. The property encompasses fifty-one acres, including woodlands 
and sloping, open lawn, with a winding driveway that unites buildings at the top of the hill at the north end of 
the parcel with the buildings below at the south end of the parcel.  
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Buildings 1 and 2 – Residence/Restaurant and Garage [2 contributing buildings](photos 1, 3, 5, 6, 7) 
 
The central building of the historic district is the Residence, which was completed in 1925 and enlarged in the 
1950s and 1960s with restaurant/event spaces and supporting rooms (e.g., kitchens) that eventually connected 
with the Garage (ca. 1925).  The Residence and the Garage are aligned to face north while the restaurant spaces 
face the grounds to the south.  
 
The one-and-a-half-story Residence was built as a long, narrow, two-story, side-gabled structure with a shallow 
U-shaped footprint. The roof is steeply pitched with a full attic over the main body, while the east end (the 

Figure 1 - Building arrangement within the district. Buildings outlined in yellow are contributing elements 
while buildings outlined in white are non-contributing elements.  
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servants’ wing) lacks an attic. There are slightly lower one-and-a-half-story gables projecting from the front 
corners; the west gable is shorter but has a semi-octagonal stair tower. The main stair tower is also semi-
octagonal and is centered on the façade. The walls are solid ashlar cut in an irregular pattern of large blocks and 
narrow slabs. The corners are quoined, and the fenestration is either jack-arched or fully arched. The front entry 
and the original rear entry (which now opens into the event space) are symmetrically placed and framed with 
extra-large blocks of stone. The wall around the front entry is painted. The foundation is concrete, though it is 
not visible on the façade and the additions conceal it on the rear elevation. The roof is steeply pitched with no 
overhang in the gable and narrow eaves along the sides. It is covered with thick shingles of colored slate. Three 
tall, double-shafted stone chimneys project up from the roof. They feature corbeled mouths and raised stone 
details to delineate the paired flues. The wood windows are double-hung with multiple lights, including eight-
over-twelve in the hipped wall-dormers and the first floor, eight-over-eight and four-over-four in the servants’ 
wing, tall, narrow windows of graduated height in the stair towers, and an oval window to the east of the main 
stairs. The doorway in the projecting, east, gable is slightly sunken and has been infilled with concrete block, 
though it retains a wrought-iron gate on the exterior.  

 
The west gable of the original building has two 
deeply recessed, fully arched entries with stone 
steps leading down to the side lawn and the Pool 
Loggia. The south entry once led to a covered 
porch in the corner of the house but was sealed 
during the commercial development of the 
property. The north bay leads into the study as 
does another arched entry in the slightly recessed 
wall of the front gable. An oriel window is 
centered on the upper gable wall, with a round 
vent opening in the attic.  

 
The rear elevation of the original stone Residence 
includes a wall gable with a pair of tall, narrow, 
wood windows and a row of wall dormers, all 
with original windows. Though most of the lower 
wall is covered by the rear additions, the dormer 

windows and the arched tops of the tall windows look over the flat roofs of the additions. The full-width 
additions house restaurant and event spaces that were built during the property’s commercial period. The first 
restaurant expansion occurred in 1953 and was known as the “Saratoga Terrace.” It is attached to the rear 
elevation of the house and is steel-framed with a flat, wood roof with wide eaves. There is an entry in the west 
elevation of the first addition, though this was added when the second addition was constructed. A new deck 
was constructed in this area in 2022, and new vinyl double-hung windows were installed by the doorway.  
 
The second restaurant addition (1960) stretches across the rear elevation of the first addition but sits at a slightly 
lower elevation as the grade begins to slope to the south. The grade differential allows for a walk-out basement. 
This structure has concrete block walls and a flat wood roof. The windows are vinyl casements grouped in 
threes and installed in 2022, replacing earlier vinyl windows. Those on the basement level appear to be original 
and are large, aluminum-framed windows grouped in pairs. There are two entries in the rear elevation of the 

Figure 2 - Residence facade from a 1938 real estate pamphlet. 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
DRAFT  The Beeches Historic District  Oneida County, NY 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

6 
 

second addition. One leading to 
French doors on the main level has 
a metal exterior staircase, while a 
second set of French doors is 
located on the southeast corner of 
the basement and is sheltered by an 
awning. Both sets of doors open 
onto a paved patio. 
 
The mid-twentieth-century 
commercial development of the 
house also included larger kitchen 
facilities to accommodate the 
restaurant and the event spaces. In 
1950, the east wing of the existing 
Residence was reworked to create 
a large professional kitchen for the 
new restaurant. This was enlarged 
during the subsequent decade, 
perhaps in conjunction with the first restaurant addition. By 1960, there were two large rooms for cooking and 
dishwashing that extended from the east elevation of the Residence. The southern portion of this new wing has 
a full basement that was designed for bathrooms and additional dining or parties. Vinyl casement windows were 
installed in the kitchen area in 2022, though the windows in the basement level of this area appear to be original 
two-light windows with horizontal panes and with concrete sills.   

 
The most recent additions to the building (ca. 1960s) include the construction of a smaller utility room built of 
concrete block that sits north of the kitchen and dishwasher wings. This addition joined the Garage to the rest of 
the building. Its north wall is flush with the front corner of the original Residence’s service wing and its east 
wall and door overlap the western end of the Garage. The exterior walls are embellished with narrow, vertically 
oriented blocks projecting out from the wall in a regular grid. In addition, a cold storage and loading dock wing 
made of concrete block was added to the east end of the kitchen. This addition wraps around the rear elevation 
of the Garage, and its east elevation is flush with the east elevation of the stone structure. The visual effect of 
these additions is that the Garage is tucked into the ell of the flat-roofed, concrete block additions, concealing 
the original south and west elevations of the stone building. An interior connection completed the unification of 
the Residence and Garage. 
 

Figure 3 - Rear elevation of residence from a 1938 real estate pamphlet. 
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Like the Residence and the other stone structures in the district, 
the single-story Garage is Tudor Revival, and features thick stone 
walls, thick slate roof shingles, and a steeply pitched side gable. 
The façade once featured four auto bays with a recessed west side 
room for utilities and bathroom and an upstairs chauffeur’s 
apartment. The first floor has been converted to office space and 
the automobile entries were infilled with alternating pairs of 
pedestrian doors and windows with wood surrounds. The two 
entry bays have wall-mounted, curved metal awnings trimmed 
with scalloped openwork. The windows are consistent in style 
with other windows in the Residence and were likely recycled 
from the rear of the garage when the commercial addition was 
joined to this structure. Two hipped dormers on the north side of 
the roof have paired, multi-light casement windows that appear to 

be replacements. There are three hipped dormers on the south side of the roof. A curb has been added to the 
front of the Garage. 
 
The east side of the Garage features a single window centered 
on the first floor and a door to the chauffeur’s apartment in the 
attic above. The apartment is accessed by a metal staircase and 
landing that is supported by a freestanding arch. The arch is 
also made of stone in a manner similar to that of the Residence 
and other buildings, though it appears to have been constructed 
by a less sophisticated mason. A review of the 1924 blueprints 
for the Garage shows that there was no apartment planned for 
the attic space, though these plans apparently changed during 
construction as the dormers and the apartment entry with jack 
arched lintel appear to be original. The staircase and arched 
stone base were added to the design, though it is possible that the original mason was not available to do this 
work. A short section of wall jutting from the northeast corner of the building also has a slightly different 
appearance and may have been the work of the arch mason. The blueprints indicate that this segment of the wall 
was to be left unfinished to allow for it to be joined to a longer wall, though these plans (and similar plans for 
the southeast corner) were never realized. 
 
 
Building 3 – North Lodge [1 contributing building](photos 1, 2) 
 
The North Lodge was built in 1916, one of the two original buildings of the Potter estate. It is a one-and-a-half-
story cross-gabled building with stone walls, slate roof, corbeled stone chimneys, and small-paned, multi-light 
windows characteristic of the estate’s Tudor Revival architecture. The building faces west to the top of the 
driveway with a projecting front gable that is slightly lower than the side-gabled main block. The entry is 
tucked under a short eave extension in the corner of the ell, with two stone steps and framed by an original 
wood lattice on the right. The fenestration includes eight-over-eight double-hung windows with stone sills and 
in the hipped roof dormers as well as smaller four-light casements in the front gable. The windows have stone 
sills, jack-arched lintels, and wood shutters with diamond cut-out decorations. The basement windows have 
stone slab lintels and sills. There is a rear door to the stone building just north of the sunroom.  
 

Figure 4 - Garage facade from a 1938 real estate 
pamphlet. 

Figure 5 - South elevation of Garage with east elevation 
of the Residence on the left. 
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A wood-framed, gabled sunroom is located at the 
southeast corner. The sunroom does not appear original, 
though a porch was in this location by 1938. The addition 
has a slate roof, vertical board siding, and smaller slate 
shingles in its gable. There is a wood screen door on the 
south side of the addition, and most of the original wood 
windows have been replaced with aluminum double-hung 
sash. 
 
 
 
 

 
Building 4 – Pool Loggia [1 contributing building] (photos 8, 9, 10, 11) 
 
The Pool Loggia (ca. 1925) is located northwest of the Residence. The pool complex includes the Pool Loggia, 
the eight-foot-deep concrete pool surrounded by overgrown flagstones, a reportedly medieval well head to the 
left of the pool, a sculptural stone fountain centered on the pool at the entrance to the complex, an enclosing 
stone wall topped with lattice and with a wide lattice gate, and scattered stone benches. A thick stand of trees, 
many of which were reportedly planted in 1916, surrounds the complex on three sides. 
 
The Pool Loggia is a long, narrow, structure with a salt-box roof 
sheltering the loggia terrace that connects changing/bathing rooms at 
either end. As with the other stone buildings, it is built of Verona-
quarried ashlar.  The slate-covered wood roof is flanked by corner 
projections that give the appearance of parapets when viewed from the 
front. The flagstone terrace has a concrete base and is accessed through 
an arcade of five full arches. The arches are embellished with wrought-
iron curlicues mounted to the underside of each arch. These elements and 
others are painted aqua blue to match the pool. The side windows of the 
bathrooms are narrow casements with divided lights. The front windows 
have painted wood sash, pointed-arched tops, eight lights of textured 
privacy glass, and stone sills. The windows are screened by Gothic sandstone mullions, each featuring a pointed 
arch, quatrefoil perforation, and three Corinthian-style columns. These mullions are described on the blueprints 
as “antique windows,” and though mentioned on these plans, the use of stone infill in the originally rectangular 
openings suggests that they were late additions to the design. Above each window is a painted wrought-iron, 
open-work lantern of Gothic-inspired design. There are three doors in the building, and all are painted wood 
with raised hobnail-like embellishments. The lintels of the bathroom doors are jack-arched stone while a single 
stone spans a central doorway that allows passage to the rear of the structure. The central door is flanked by two 
small, carved stone panels set into the wall. A wood telephone box is positioned immediately next to the door; 
the phone is no longer present.  There are stone benches positioned against the wall of each bathroom and a 
carved bench positioned at the top of an arched extension to the east which is currently overgrown. 
 
 
Building 5 – Potting House [1 contributing building] (photos 12, 13) 

Figure 6 - North Lodge from a 1938 real estate pamphlet. 

Figure 7 - View of Pool Loggia from a 
1938 real estate pamphlet. 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
DRAFT  The Beeches Historic District  Oneida County, NY 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

9 
 

 
The Potting House (ca. 1925) was once part of the greenhouse and gardening complex; its other structures and 
landscape features were lost with the development of the Motel. The Potting House is located between the 
Motel and the South Lodge near the southern end of the district. The smallest of the stone buildings in the 
district, the single-story Potting House is a reversed salt-box with its front entry centered under a wall gable on 
the façade. Two miniature pediments of indeterminate function are supported by corbeled stone on the front 
corners. Each is capped with a single row of slate shingles. The wood front door has a small window framed by 
geometric detailing, and there are two narrow casement windows on either side of the door. The side elevations 
have similar fenestration with a tall double casement window and a narrow, three-light casement on either side; 
both have stone sills and the smaller window has a single stone lintel. There is also a round vent opening in the 
gable. The chimney is centered on the back wall and is similar to those of the other stone buildings. 
 

In 1959, a framed addition with a shallow gable was added to 
the rear of the Potting House, and the interior was altered to 
accommodate guest lodging. The addition is slightly lower than 
grade, creating a step down to the side entry and necessitating a 
pipe rail around the side and back of the building. The roof has 
wide eaves with exposed rafter tails and the entry is sheltered 
by a wall-mounted gable. The siding is a combination of wood 
clapboard and vertical boards. The windows are an octagonal 
unit by the door and triangular windows in the gable.  
 
 
 
 

Building 6 – South Lodge [1 contributing building] (photos 14, 15, 16) 
 
The South Lodge (1916) is positioned on the south side of the driveway at the Turin Road entrance. The 1917 
stone wall associated with the entry gate abuts the front corner of the house, and a second wall extends from the 
same corner to enclose the yard and run south along Turin Road. A small wood gate positioned close to the 
front of the building allowed pedestrian access. 
The South Lodge was built in several stages. It 
was originally built as a side-gabled, three-bay 
wide, one-and-a-half story cottage with a 
basement, featuring ashlar walls, a slate roof, and 
a central chimney similar to those on the 
Residence. The entry is centered with stone steps 
and wood lattice framing. There is a narrow, two-
light casement window by the door while the 
main windows have wood eight-over-eight 
double-hung sash with stone sills, jack-arched 
openings, and wood shutters with crescent moon 
cut-outs. Three hipped dormers line the roof, 
each with smaller eight-over-eight windows. The 
same windows are used on the gable ends where 

Figure 8 - Potting House and former greenhouse from 
a 1938 real estate pamphlet. 

Figure 9 - South Lodge from a 1938 real estate pamphlet. 
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each has single windows on the first and second floors.  
 

In 1922, the South Lodge was enlarged by the addition of a one-and-a-half-story hipped gable addition at the 
rear. The new space was oriented at a slight angle relative to the main building but was constructed with similar 
materials and methods. The blueprints for the addition show that the removed rear dormers were replaced on the 
new roof. The east side of the addition includes a recessed entry and porch area tucked under the overhanging 
second story and sheltered by lattice panels. On the west side, the addition has a deck, accessed by a multi-light 
door set into a former window opening. 

 
The South Lodge now has a long wing that parallels The Beeches’ driveway. It consists of three single-story 
structures, of which two are garages, that have been strung together and attached to the rear elevation of the 
1922 addition. Each has a different roofline, so the distinctions between the segments are pronounced. The rear 
elevation of this addition is sided with vertical wood boards and includes two vinyl sliding glass doors, a 
hollow-core door, and vinyl windows. The front elevation of the center section, a two-car garage, is constructed 
from the same ashlar as the other stone buildings. Historic photos from 1938 show no outbuildings in this 
location, so this structure may have been moved to the South Lodge lot from another location, such as the 
agricultural complex originally located east of the current Motel site. Historic aerial imagery indicates that the 
garage was probably moved to this location before 1955. The property owners state that this structure currently 
includes living spaces.  

  
 

Landscape [1 contributing site] (photos 1, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16) 
 Pool (1 contributing object) 

Capitoline Wolf (1 contributing object) 
 Stone Walls and gates (1 contributing structure)  
Construction Date (s): pool: ca. 1925, Capitoline Wolf: erected 1959, stone walls: 1917  
 
The pool is painted concrete and varies in depth from three to eight feet.  The pool’s shape is rectangular on the 
south end (closer to the Residence) with inverted arches on the north side (closer to the Loggia) expanding its 
center width. Walk-in steps are positioned on the shallow end while metal rails allow one to enter the deep end.  
 
Two sculptural elements decorate the flagstone terrace around the pool. To the west is a square block of stone 
about two feet tall carved with relief imagery of corner columns and animals. There is illegible writing carved 
along the upper wall of the block. The block is currently covered but was reportedly used as a fountain or 
“medieval wishing well.” It is described on the blueprints as an “antique well head.”; however, its provenance is 
unknown and there is no evidence that it dates to the middle ages . 
 
The second sculpture faces the center of the loggia from the south side of the pool and is mounted on a free-
standing section of the stone wall. Designed by noted American sculptor, Gaetano Cecere, the concrete 
sculpture is a fountain representing a stylized Neptune’s head framed by smaller mermaids. When operable, a 
jet of water would spout from Neptune’s mouth. This piece of art is signed on the back.     
 
The estate was designed to be entered from Potter Road. From here, the driveway passes south through stone 
pillars and adjacent stone walls, with a wood gate for pedestrian traffic on the right. The grounds are lightly 
wooded by the driveway with denser woods to the west, screening the property from the road. The latter woods 
were reportedly planted by the Potter family in 1916. The North Lodge faces the driveway from the east side. 
As the driveway curves to the left (east), it expands into a circular drive at the front of the Residence, which is 
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set approximately 300 feet back from Potter Road. In the center of the circle is a small garden and a bronze 
copy of the famous Capitoline Wolf statue. The driveway moves southeast past the Residence with its restaurant 
and now-attached stone Garage, heading downhill through woodlands. The driveway curves as it descends and 
crosses a small, spring-fed creek. The creek is dammed, forming linked ponds at the base of the hill. The 
driveway continues to curve to the west following the creek and ponds, passing a driveway loop at the front of 
the Motel, the Potting House, and the South Lodge before exiting onto Turin Road through another set of stone 
gate pillars.  
  
The estate also included a complex of agricultural buildings that were built with similar materials and styling. 
The agricultural buildings were located in the southeast portion of the estate. These structures were removed by 
the mid-1950s when the Motel was constructed. The surrounding farmland remained undeveloped and 
eventually reverted to woodlands, with a small clearing where Building 12 now stands. The open lawns of the 
residential estate were used for a small golf course from the late 1950s through the 1980s; the golf course is no 
longer extant and has been reverted to a manicured lawn with views connecting the northern and southern 
buildings (Photos 19, 20). A formal pleasance, consisting of a wide, landscaped path lined with manicured 
hedges planted on low, artificial banks, was constructed in the 1920s as a walkway to connect the Residence 
and Pool Loggia, which is located west of the house and is the only extant estate building not adjacent to the 
driveway. The pleasance was arguably the most formally landscaped element of the property and is still visible, 
though with the loss of some contouring and vegetation. An aerial photo from 1938 shows the layout of the 
property prior to its development as a commercial enterprise. Notations on the image (Figure 11) indicate 
elements that have been added or removed since 1938. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11 - 1938 aerial photograph of The Beeches property with alterations noted. 
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Building 7 – Motel [1 contributing building] 
 
The Colonial Revival-style Motel was built in 1955 with an addition in 1959. The original building is framed 
with whitewashed brick veneer on a concrete slab and consists of a central, two-story, seven-bay wide block 
with a full-façade porch. The roof extension that forms the porch is supported by square wood columns. The 
roof is asphalt, with metal on the porch extension. On either side are single-story, gabled wings containing 
fifteen rooms each. The wings curve slightly northward at the ends to create a wide, shallow U-shaped footprint. 
Each wing is perforated by a sheltered breezeway allowing passage from the parking at the rear to the front of 
the building. The gabled roofline of each wing is not continuous but is divided into sections that are slightly 
graduated in height, with the lateral sections lower than the sections adjacent to the central block. The wings 
also have roof extensions creating sheltered walkways. They are supported by narrow, square columns that are 
connected to trim boards that form arcades of regular arches in the first two sections and irregular arches in the 
lateral sections. On the rear (south) elevation, the wings have wide, overhanging eaves but no supporting 
columns or arcading trim. The end gables of the wings are wood.  
 
The windows are wood, multi-light, double-hung sash that are grouped in pairs on the first floor of the main 
block and in the wings. There are also fanlights in the gables of the main block. The windows have brick sills 
and the single windows on the second floor have wood shutters with wrought-iron shutter dogs. The doors are 
also wood; three doors in the central block have nine lights, while those in the wing are paneled and window-
less. The main entrance to the lobby is framed with fluted pilasters, a full entablature, and a broken swan’s neck 
pediment embellished with modillions. It is flanked by wall-mounted lanterns topped with eagles. Smaller 
lanterns light the doorways of the rooms in the wings. There is an octagonal cupola with a pointed top and 
slatted sides on the central block, while smaller, square cupolas are on the wings. 
 
The addition extends southward from the central block and consists of a gabled wing housing fourteen rooms on 
either side. It is built of concrete with brick veneer that is painted white on the sides and is unpainted on the 
gable end. The gable is covered in vertical aluminum siding. The eaves are wide along the side and have 
decorated brackets at the ends. Aluminum panels over each door have a decorative octagonal panel. The 
aluminum windows have a large, multi-light picture window with a narrow, divided sidelight.  
 
The addition is attached to the main block via a three-bay-wide, flat-roofed connector with aluminum siding and 
entrances on either side into the dining room. The roof is embellished with a square-posted balustrade. 
 

 Figure 10 - Illustration of the Paul Revere Motor Hotel from a 1956 newspaper advertisement. 
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Non-Contributing Resources in The Beeches Historic District 

No. Name Date Description 

11 Utility Building Post-1973 Small, concrete structure faced with stone, featuring a shallow, side-gabled roof 
with a wide, overhanging front eave supported by narrow posts. 

12  Storage 
Building  

Post-1984 Large, end-gabled, metal outbuilding with side garage doors. 

13 Chalet  Post-1973 Small, end-gabled cottage with Adirondack-style wood clapboards, gingerbread 
eave boards, a bow window, and a small porch.  

14 Office Building ca. 1984 Long, two-story, side-gabled building with single-story, post-1984 addition 
attached via an enclosed breezeway. Main volume sided with wood clapboard, 
addition with manufactured wood clapboards. Windows in main volume are vinyl 
casements and paired double-hung windows in the addition. Main entry is 
commercial-style with glass doors and surrounds and surmounted by second-
story porch. Entry in the addition has a small, gabled porch.  

15 Office Building Post-1984 Single-story building on a concrete pad with a roughly U-shaped plan. Building 
has several entries with gables. Siding is wood clapboard with herringbone 
details. Windows are vinyl casements. 

16 Office Building Post-1984 Single-story, side-gabled building with a gabled entry portico, clapboard siding, 
and paired double-hung windows. 

17 Garage Post-1973 Two-car, end-gabled garage with concrete block foundation and vertical wood 
siding. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

X 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

 
 
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 
D 

 
a cemetery. 

 
 
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

 
 
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTURE 

COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

1916-1973 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1916 – North and South Lodges; 1917 – Stone gates and 

walls; 1922 – South Lodge addition; 1925 – completion 

of Residence and other buildings; 1949 - Purchase of 

estate for development of restaurant; 1955 - Motel; 1958 

– Installation of wolf statue; 1959 - Motel and Potting 

House additions; 1960 – Second restaurant addition 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Griffin & Wynkoop – North and South Lodges, South 

Lodge addition, stone walls 

Harry Sternfeld – Residence, Garage, Pool Loggia, 

Potting House  

Harold Rice - Motel 

Perkins & Will – Potting House and Motel additions 

R. W. Trowell – First restaurant addition 

Second restaurant addition – George Rossi Construction 

Co. 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance is drawn to encompass the full history of the property during the historic period. 
Construction of the Potter estate began in 1916. The Destito family purchased the property as a commercial 
venture in 1949 and made the last additions to the restaurant in 1960.   
 
 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.)  
 
The Beeches Historic District is significant under Criterion A in the area of commerce for its contributions to 
the economic history of Rome and the surrounding region in the second half of the twentieth century and, in 
particular, for its illustration of the successful commercial enterprise of the Destito family, who had been 
restauranteurs in Rome since 1908. The family purchased The Beeches estate in 1949, developing it into a 
regionally significant restaurant and motel complex. By adding overnight accommodations and activities such 
as golf and swimming, they expanded the appeal of the restaurant to attract regional tourists, taking advantage 
of the shortage of housing created by the growth of local industry and the new Griffiss Air Force Base, as well 
as their proximity to the recently completely New York State Thruway and to attractions such as the 
Adirondack Mountains, Vernon Downs Raceway, and nearby shopping outlets. This, combined with the boom 
in post-World War II tourism made their businesses successful, popular, and enduring, boosting the regional 
economy into the twenty-first century The commercial use of the property was centered on the large and 
elegantly design estate house, which was converted into a restaurant and expanded over the 1950s and 1960s. 
One of the smaller estate buildings was converted into a motel suite, as well. The most significant architectural 
addition to the property during the commercial period was the construction of a forty-room motel in 1955 that 
was expanded in the late 1950s.  
 
The property is also significant under Criterion C for Architecture. The extant Potter estate buildings are the 
Residence, Pool Loggia, North and South Lodges, Potting House, and Garage; the latter was joined to the 
Residence during the commercial era of property use. The estate buildings were designed by Griffin & 
Wynkoop of New York City, prominent country house architects, and Harry Sternfeld of Philadelphia.  They all 
appear to have been conceptualized by the owner, Frank Potter, a prominent local inventor and businessman, 
who took a prominent role in the design process. These buildings are exceptional examples of the Tudor 
Revival style. The estate is an exceptionally large and sophisticated example of its type in Central New York, a 
region not especially known for large country houses.  Griffin & Wynkoop, for example, did the majority of its 
work in Virginia, including many examples in the Georgian Revival mode.   
 
All of the estate buildings are characterized by stone walls, steeply pitched with thick slate shingles and tall, 
corbelled chimneys. The Motel building is also significant under Criterion C, as an excellent example of 
Colonial Revival architecture. Inspired by Mount Vernon and a host of early twentieth-century imitators, the 
two-story motel has a full-width porch with tall, slender, square columns and long wings of rooms with their 
own colonnades. Other significant details include multi-light sash windows, a cupola, and a broken pediment 
over the front entrance. The estate was set into a large, landscaped parcel featuring broad sloping lawns, 
wooded enclaves, a designed golf course, serpentine roads and paths between stone walls, and outdoor 
sculptural objects. Much of this setting survives today.  The period of significance begins with the construction 
of the first two buildings on the Potter estate in 1916 and recognizes the full commercial history of the Destito 
family, who purchased the property in 1949 and continued doing business at this location until 2018.  The 
period of significance extends from 1916 until 1960 when the last addition to the restaurant was constructed.    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance  
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History of the Potter Family and the Estate Construction 

 

The Beeches estate, a fifty-one acre Tudor Revival estate and working farm located just outside the growing 
City of Rome, was the elaborate concept of Dr. Frank Maxon Potter. In 1905, Potter and his family, which 
included his wife, Susan, their son, and his father (also named Frank M. Potter), moved to Rome from Syracuse, 
where he had been a general manager for Syracuse Telephone Company. His new job was working as a vice-
president and chief engineer for the Wire and Telegraph Company of America, which had recently organized in 
the ‘Copper City,’ as Rome was sometimes known.1 The Potter family moved to a house at 312 Elm Street, 
where two daughters, Ann and Dorothy, were later born; Frank Potter Sr. lived elsewhere in the city and passed 
away in 1916. 

 

Shortly after his arrival, Dr. Potter co-patented with Stephen C. Houghton a 
telephone that united the listening and speaking apparatuses in a single, hand-
held unit.2 This was an improvement over earlier models in which the listening 
device was hand-held but the speaking device was on a separate instrument. 
According to Frank M. Potter III, his father’s new company produced the one-
piece units for the Independent Telephone Company before the latter went out 
of business in 1907. Dr. Potter then tried to interest American Telephone 
Company (the parent company of AT&T) and, though their chief engineer 
recognized the revolutionary nature of the hand-held telephone, that company 
was reluctant to render its existing models obsolete. Mr. Potter recollected his 
father commenting on American Telephone Company’s short-sighted concerns 
in 1908 about destroying an estimated 100,000 phones only to destroy millions 
of outdated phones some twenty years later when hand-held models were finally 
mainstream.3 

 

The Potters were enjoying prosperity during their first decade in Rome.  The 
1910 U.S. census shows that Frank and Susan were wealthy enough to employ a 
live-in servant; by 1915, the birth of Ann led them to add a nanny to the 
household.4 It was around this time that Potter decided to develop a country estate for his family by securing a 
fifty-one acre parcel east of Turin Road, in the rural outskirts of the city. In 1916, he hired the New York City 
architectural firm of Griffin & Wynkoop to design the earliest elements of this estate. Very prominent landscape 
architect Charles W. Leavitt was associated with the project early on, but no further documentation of his 
involvement with the project was discovered. 5  The North and South Lodges (as they were described in the 
plans) were projected to cost $6,000 and were built from locally quarried stone.6 The specifications for one of 
these lodges stated that the stone would come from the owner’s own quarry and was to be found on-site.7 No 

 
1 “To Do Large Business Here,” Rome Daily Sentinel, August 21, 1905. 
2 Patent No. 837,470 - Hand Telephone, by S. C. Houghton and F. M. Potter, Jr., December 4, 1906. 
3  Letter, Frank M. Potter III to Joseph G. Vincent, November 3, 1976. On file at the Rome Historical Society. 
4  1915 New York State Census, City of Rome. 
5  “Real Estate Record and Builders Guide,” Index to the Auction Sales, Conveyances, Leases, Mortgages, Projected Buildings, 
 Volume XLVII, March 4, 1916, p. 381. 
6  The American Contractor, August 12, 1916, p. 57. 
7  General Specifications of Material and Workmanship for Gate Lodge at Rome, N.Y. for F. M. Potter Jr., Esq. by Griffin & 
 Wynkoop, Architects, 30 Church Street, New York City. 

Figure 12 - Dr. Frank Maxon Potter 
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evidence of a borrow pit or other quarry location has been identified on the property nor is one depicted on the 
1949 Rome, New York, USGS quadrangle, so later descriptions of the stone coming from nearby Verona are 
more likely accurate.8 
 

By 1917, the lodges were complete and the next step in the estate development was the erection of stone gate 
posts and walls at the entrances on Turin Road and on the road later named for the Potters. Griffin & Wynkoop 
designed these features and their pedestrian gates, which remain intact; the wood auto gates were removed 
sometime later. Though the one-and-a-half-story lodges were designed to be residential, they were insufficient 
in size for the five Potters and their servants. In 1922, the South Lodge was nearly doubled in size by a rear 
addition. Architects Griffin & Wynkoop returned to design this addition, which re-used the rear dormers from 
the original lodge and seamlessly enlarged the heavy slate roof. The enlargement was apparently for the benefit 
of the estate superintendent, as the Potters continued to live in their large house on Elm Street during the 
enumeration of New York State Census in the summer of 1925. 9 

 

Shortly after the census taker visited the Potters at 312 Elm Street, the family moved to its new home, which 
they christened “The Beeches.” A new architect, Harry Sternfeld of Philadelphia, had taken over the estate 
project around 1923, when the Residence and Garage were beginning to be designed. The exact dates for the 
design and/or construction of the Pool Loggia and Potting House are not known, though with Sternfeld as the 
architect, it seems likely that they were contemporaneous with the Residence. The Potting House was built as 
part of the estate’s working farm, which included a large greenhouse behind the Potting House, an acre of 
landscaped flower and vegetable gardens, and several farm buildings, some of which were also built of stone.10  
Unfortunately, nearly all of the farm component of the estate has been lost.  It has been estimated that the total 
cost of designing, building, and outfitting the estate cost the Potter family one million dollars.11 In 1928, Frank 
Potter received an honorary doctorate from his alma mater, Lafayette College, where he was a trustee.12  

 

The Stock Market crash of 1929 was a disaster for Frank Potter, as he reportedly lost most of his fortune.13 The 
family continued to reside at The Beeches, but by 1938 they were actively offering the property for sale. A sales 
pamphlet prepared by the Property Clearing Association Inc. provides the most detailed historic account of the 
estate, including detailed descriptions of all buildings and the grounds, floor plans and interior descriptions of 
the Residence, and photographs that provide the only known views of the south and east elevations of the 
Residence and Garage as well as the farm buildings. The pamphlet also suggested that potential buyers might 
want to consider subdividing the estate, keeping the Residence and northern buildings as one lot and creating 
multiple building lots along Turin Road. In particular, the South Lodge was recommended for re-sale as a 
separate residence. The building and its yard were later subdivided into a separate tax parcel; however, the 
estate is now under single ownership again. 

 

In 1949, the Potters finally sold the property. The buyers, the Destito family of Rome, paid $50,000 for the 
entire property. The new owners took possession on January 1, 1950, and the Potters moved to George Street. 

 
8  “Destito Family Purchases Potter Estate for Conversion into Inn-Type Restaurant,” Daily Sentinel, August 16, 1949. 
9 “The Beeches,” Real Estate Advertising Booklet by Property Clearing Association, Inc., 1938. 
10 “The Beeches,” Real Estate Advertising Booklet by Property Clearing Association, Inc., 1938. 
11 “The Beeches,” undated narrative on file at the Rome Historical Society. 
12  Frank Maxon Potter Obituary, Shield of Phi Kappa Psi 71(1), November 1950. 
13 “The Beeches,” undated narrative on file at the Rome Historical Society. 
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On March 18, 1959, Dr. Potter died of natural causes. Sue Potter later moved to Arizona, where she passed 
away in 1969. 
 

 History of The Beeches and Significance in Commerce  

 

The new owners of The Beeches were brothers Patrick (Pat), Rosario (Rosie), and Orlando (Orrie) Destito. 
Their parents, Michelina and Frank, had operated The Savoy restaurant in Rome since 1908, with their children 
and children’s spouses helping as the years progressed. Frank Destito passed away in 1946, but Michelina and 
her family continued to operate the thriving Italian eatery. Family tradition holds that in 1949, newly married 
Pat Destito was house hunting with his wife and considered buying one of the lodges at The Beeches. Their 
conversation with the Potters led to the idea that the Destito family should buy the entire estate and open a 
second restaurant in the stone Residence. Rosie and Orrie agreed, and the brothers purchased the property and 
established a restaurant that could seat one hundred guests. 14 

 

The decision to develop The Beeches into a 
commercial property may have been as sudden 
as this account describes, but an interest in 
expanding the Destito family’s business had 
been growing for some time. Pat was one of the 
city’s residents who saw the commercial 
potential of Rome’s growing copper and brass 
industries as well as the planned development of 
a new military base. He advocated for the 
Destitos to modernize The Savoy, a decision 
that paid off when first the construction workers 
building Griffiss Air Force Base and then the 
military personnel that followed flocked to the 
family’s restaurant in the 1940s. Their success 
led them to consider other commercial 

possibilities, which culminated in the purchase and development of The Beeches.15  
 

To accommodate a restaurant capable of seating one hundred, the service rooms of the east wing in the 
Residence were immediately renovated into a large, professional kitchen where Michelina Destito reigned as 
head cook. The architects who designed the new facility were Brayton & Co. of Utica. By 1953, the restaurant’s 
needs had outgrown this space, and a new kitchen wing and attached dining room called the “Saratoga Terrace” 
were designed by architect R. W. Trowell of Rome. The enlarged restaurant now seated 400.16 Though the 
family’s restaurants were popular, their next decision for commercial expansion proved controversial.  
 

In late 1954, they poured the foundation for a new thirty-four room Motel designed by noted Rome architect 
Harold G. Rice. The building was to be named the “Paul Revere Motor Hotel” and was planned for the south 

 
14 Nicole A. Hawley, “The Beeches Marks a Birthday and Bright Future,” Rome Daily Sentinel, August 18, 2009. 
15  Howard Silber, “Rome’s Destito Family is Living Story Proving ‘American Dream’ Comes True,” Utica Observer-Dispatch,  
January 8, 1956. 
16  Howard Silber, “Destito Family,” January 8, 1956. 

Figure 13 - Photo of the Destito brothers from the Utica Observer 
Dispatch, January 8, 1956. 
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end of the property, where the Potter’s farm buildings once stood. Though its Colonial Revival architecture and 
“Early American” furnishings were at stylistic odds with the Tudor Revival former estate buildings, it is 
possible that the name was a subtle nod to Revere, one of the premier businesses in Rome’s metal industry. 
Indeed, one of the Destito in-laws who helped at The Savoy during the 1940s had also been employed at 
Revere.17 The new Motel was an answer to a lodging shortage in the City of Rome, which was a concern to 
local business and civic leaders.18 In 1956, the lack of guest lodging was described as “chronic and acute” prior 
to the opening of the Paul Revere Motor Hotel.19 A generation later, Christopher Destito stated, “The best way 
to explain [The Beeches’] growth is that we grew with the community…If you look at the inn built in 1955, at 
the time, there was a need for more lodging in the area. That at the time, had a lot to do with the growth of our 
industries, like Revere, Rome Strip Steel, Rome Cable, and of course, Griffiss Air Force Base.”20 The latter was 
perhaps the most significant need, as the new base had no official housing for its personnel and contractors. 
This began to be rectified the same year when the first of six hundred residential units began to be built for the 
base.21 

 

Though the need for lodging was clear, residents of The Beeches neighborhood were not happy about the 
project and effectively halted construction for several months. The official complaint was that the proposed 
Motel was in violation of a 1951 change in the local zoning. On January 4, 1955, a judge ruled in favor of the 
Destitos, stating that while new commercial development would not normally be allowed, the family had 
purchased the property as a commercial investment in 1949 and therefore had the right to a non-conforming 
variance that would allow them to pursue their plans, including the restaurant, a motel, a golf course, and a 
theater.22 This did not satisfy the complainants, and the dispute continued. The three Destito brothers took their 
argument to the court of public opinion by publishing an op-ed in the Rome Daily Sentinel on January 8, 1955. 
In it, they explained that the old estate had been a white elephant that no one would buy and that their $50,000 
investment in a fifty-one-acre estate was obviously not meant to be limited to a single restaurant. Further, they 
recounted the community support they had been given for the development of a motel:  

 

It has been our feeling all along that Rome needs a first-class motel…For many 
years both before and after we purchased the Potter property we have been told 
by hundreds of people that there ought to be accommodation in Rome for people 
who have occasion to come here for business or pleasure without being obliged to 
take their business either to Utica or Syracuse. We agreed with them. We 
undertook this project with faith and belief that most people thought it was a good 
thing for Rome.23 

 

By June 1955, the dispute was settled with the Destitos securing the right to build the motel and a private golf 
course, though with some restrictions. These included the size of the motel, which could not exceed fifty-five 

 
17  Howard, Silber, Howard, “Destito Family,” January 8, 1956. 
18  “Pat Destito Terms ‘Ridiculous’ Charges Arising From Motel Plan,” Rome Daily Sentinel, March 10, 1954. 
19 Silber, Howard, “Rome’s Destito Family is Living Story Proving ‘American Dream’ Comes True,” Utica Observer-Dispatch,  
January 8, 1956. 
20 Nicole A. Hawley, “The Beeches,” August 18, 2009. 
21 R. H. Martin, “Official Chronology of Griffiss Air Force Base 1941-1963.” On file at the Rome Historical Society. 
22 “Court Rules Zoning Law Permits Beeches Motel,”Rome Daily Sentinel, January 4, 1955. 
23 “Destito Brothers Seek to End Motel Dispute,” Rome Daily Sentinel, January 8, 1955. 
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rooms for at least fifteen years, as well as a requirement for screening vegetation around the motel. 
Furthermore, flashing and neon signs were prohibited, as was the plan for a theater.24  

 

The “Paul Revere Motor Hotel” was built in the months that followed and completed by the end of the year with 
a total of forty rooms. The newspaper announcement of the Motel’s grand opening stated that the “new and 
fabulously beautiful” motel was “another step in the progress of Rome.”25 Around this time, a six-hole golf 
course was constructed in the open ground between the restaurant and Motel; the open land remains, but the 
golf course is no longer extant or evident in the landscape. The Motel was so successful that the city and the 
Turin Road neighbors apparently forgot their quarrel and ignored the fifteen-year statute of limitation on room 
count when the Motel was enlarged in 1959. The new rear wing, designed by Perkins and Will Architects of 
White Plains, New York, increased capacity past the fifty-five room limit to a total of sixty-nine rooms. As part 
of this project, the Potting House next door was given a rear addition and renovated into deluxe lodging known 
as the “honeymoon” suite.26 This building was functionally, if not physically, incorporated into the Paul Revere 
Motor Hotel and still bears the room number “70” on the front door. Over the years, the Paul Revere Motor 
Hotel (later called “The Inn at the Beeches”) housed thousands of guests, including celebrities and politicians 
staying in the area.  

 

The relationship between The Beeches and Rome was strengthened in an unexpected way with the installation 
of the bronze Capitoline Wolf statue outside the front door of the restaurant. The curious story of the statue 
originates in Rome, Italy, in 1956, when an unseasonable snowstorm in the otherwise warm climate prompted a 
Roman man named Angelo Felici to offer a copy of the famous sculpture to the City of Rome, New York, in 
exchange for a snowplow. Though the swap proposal was soon converted into a goodwill gesture from the Old 
to the New World, the city’s common council was not interested in the plan since the taxpayers were expected 
to pay for the shipment. Rome’s Italian immigrant community was eager to receive the statue and a Roman 
Wolf Committee was formed to raise the necessary transport funds. The second task facing the committee was 
in some ways more challenging than fundraising, as vocal members of the greater community thought the statue 
depicting the mother wolf of Roman mythology suckling Romulus and Remus was too pagan and/or obscene 
for public display. The answer to the problem came from committee member Orrie Destito, who offered to 
install the statue at The Beeches. According to local lore, the arrangement involved deeding to the city a circle 
of land around the statue, thus creating a tiny public park.27 The tax map does not show any subdivision in this 
area, so it seems unlikely that this part of the arrangement was formally completed. The statue and an associated 
bronze plaque were unveiled at The Beeches on October 3, 1958, with a gala event of 400 guests, including the 
president of the Grand Council of the Columbian Association of New York City. In his speech, he said that the 
statue was for all the people of the community, thereby emphasizing the strengthened connection between The 
Beeches and the City of Rome. 28 
 

A second enlargement of the dining facilities was completed in 1960, with dining and lounge space for 380 
people on the main floor and a separate party room in the full basement that could serve another 300 people. 
The architect for this project is not identified on the plans, though the contractor was identified in the Daily 

 
24 “File Amended Decree in Beeches Motel Case,” Rome Daily Sentinel, June 8, 1955. 
25 Advertisement for the Paul Revere Motor Hotel, Rome Daily Sentinel, January 12, 1956. 
26 “Shop With Jean,” Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, May 6, 1974. 
27  William M. Forbes, “Rome’s Capitoline Wolf,”Annals and Recollections 2(10),1986.  
28  William M. Forbes, “Capitoline Wolf,” 1986. 
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Sentinel as George Rossi Construction Company.29 The main floor space was dubbed the “Roman Forum Grill 
and Lounge,” a probable extension of the Roman imagery offered by the Capitoline Wolf to the restaurant’s 
front door. The theme was carried through the new space with “Romanesque” draperies and statuary created by 
a Broadway set designer.30 The Roman theme was not extended into the existing dining spaces, which included 
the 1953 “Saratoga Terrace” (300 person capacity) and its basement party space called the “Stag Room” (sixty 
person capacity), or the rooms of the original Residence that had been converted to dining rooms over the 
previous decade. For the most part, the architecture and finishes of the Residence were undisturbed by the 
restaurant. The most notable alterations occurred on the second floor, where two bedrooms were combined into 
a new space called the “Copper Lounge” (sixty person capacity), the entry of the former master bedroom (the 
“Gold Room,” which sat twenty diners) was reconfigured, and the former master bathroom converted to a 
double-stalled Ladies Room. By the end of the renovations, the restaurant could serve over 1,000 guests. 

 

Michelina Destito passed away in 1962 but was later memorialized by her grandchildren creating a “Michelina” 
dining room in the restaurant. Over the next several decades, the family continued to grow and work together on 
The Beeches. The property was advertised on postcards as a place for “vacationettes,” where one could find 
“resort facilities, motel prices”! Potential guests were encouraged to dine or stay while visiting Rome’s historic 
sites, the Adirondack foothills, the Vernon Downs Raceway, or shopping at the outlets for Oneida Limited 
cutlery and Revere kitchenware. In the late 1970s or early 1980s, additional accommodations were offered in 
the form of a small “Chalet” with Adirondack-style siding, followed by rooms in the “Carriage House” (former 
Garage). The restaurant expansions allowed the business to host weddings, parties, conventions, and political 
rallies. These types of events continued to be a cornerstone of their market into the twenty-first century.  

 

In the mid-1980s, The Beeches opened its property to a new kind of development that was unrelated to its 
mission of hospitality. A two-story office building was built east of the Residence/restaurant with access to the 
parking lot and driveway. Several more buildings were added in the subsequent decades. These innovations 
indicate probable financial difficulties, and, indeed, Christopher Destito later acknowledged that the business 
had occasionally suffered as the economy of Rome suffered.31  The Beeches continued to offer both dining and 
lodging until December 31, 2018, when it closed for good. The Destito family still operated The Savoy until 
temporarily closing during the Covid pandemic. On July 22, 2022, the family announced that the 110-year-old 
restaurant would remain permanently closed. 

 
 

Architectural Significance of the Potter Estate 

 

In a 1950 Utica Daily Dispatch feature marking the sale of The Beeches, the property was described as “one of 
the finest estates this side of Westchester County,” noting that “Automobiles stop frequently on Turin Rd, just 
north of Rome, and their occupants stare wondrously across the acres of rolling lawns at a baronial mansion.”  
Accompanying photos showed exploring visitors, one of whom described the property as “a dream.” 32 The 
Beeches was a dream indeed, the quixotic dream of Dr. Frank Potter, whose unlikely vision for a country estate 
outside a small, upstate city far from the wealthy enclaves of the Hudson Valley and Long Island took nearly a 

 
29 “Construction Begun on Beeches Addition,” Rome Daily Sentinel, December 4, 1959. 
30  Bob Elwood, “About the Town: Roman Forum Lavish Addition to the Beeches,” Post-Standard, November 18, 1960. 
31 Nicole A. Hawley, “The Beeches Marks a Birthday and Bright Future,” Rome Daily Sentinel, August 18, 2009. 
32 Howard Silber, “The Beeches, A Noble Mansion,” Utica Dispatch-Observer, May 14, 1950. 
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decade to complete and cost over a million dollars. The result was an eclectic, yet coherent, collection of 
picturesque stone buildings with architectural and decorative flourishes that contrasted with an overarching 
Tudor Revival style.  

 

Tudor Revival, also known as English Revival, reached its height of popularity in the 1920s and 1930s. 
American examples of the style included half-timbered suburban homes, Cotswold-style cottages, and country 
estates. The Beeches was designed as a country estate, complete with the romantic landscaping and agricultural 
dependencies of its eighteenth and nineteenth century models in the Hudson River National Historic Landmark 
District. Twentieth-century estate development slowed in the Hudson Valley as the younger generation of 
wealthy families sought ocean views and recreational pastimes at their estates rather than “gentleman farming” 
like their forebears.33 Despite this trend among the established families of wealthy New York, the turn-of-the-
century generation of self-made industrialists and corporate magnates still sought the luxury and status of 
country estates. The Tudor Revival was a favored style for these projects, so much so that it became known in 
some circles as “Stockholder Tudor.”34 As such an estate, The Beeches blended the grandeur of a country seat 
with the domestic charm of the Cotswold-style cottage. The vernacular of the relatively humble cottage may 
have better suited Frank Potter’s old-fashioned desire to include a working farm on his estate. A stylistic 
relationship to farming was also referenced by Theodate Pope Riddle in her designs for the Cotswold-inspired 
campus of Avon Old Farms School (1920) in Connecticut, where she envisioned the education of boys to be 
coupled with character-building agricultural activities.35  

 

The Beeches originally included stone buildings for domestic use, support staff, and agriculture, though only six 
original structures are extant: the North Lodge (1916), the South Lodge (1916/1922), the Residence and Garage 
(both 1925, though united by the restaurant additions), the Potting House (ca. 1925), and the Pool Loggia 
complex (ca. 1925). All retain high integrity in terms of design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, 
feeling, and association.  

 

The earliest buildings in The Beeches estate were designed by the architectural team of Percy Griffin and John 
Wynkoop of New York City, whose portfolio included grand homes for the wealthy. Their 1916 commission 
was reported in trade journals as “plans for a residence in Turn [sic] Rd for Frank M. Potter, Jr…Details will be 
announced later.”36 By August, these details were revealed to be not the expected mansion, but the designs for 
two small, stone gate houses.37 The North and South Lodges and their associated stone walls preceded the 
Residence and other estate buildings by nearly a decade, and their placement suggests that the layout of the 
embryonic estate was designed by that time.  

 

The lodges were clearly conceived as cottages reminiscent of England’s Cotswold region. It is not clear from 
the historic record whether the style was first suggested by the architects or Potter, but they are the only known 
Tudor Revival buildings in Griffin and Wynkoop’s portfolio. The style was a choice well-suited for the design 

 
33   Neil Larson, “Hudson River Historic District,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1990). 
34 Bruce Lynch, “The Popular English Revival Style,” Old House Journal, July 1983: 117-119. 
35  Judith Paine, “Avon Old Farms School: The Architecture of Theodate Pope Riddle,”Perspecta 18:42-49, 1982. 
36  “Real Estate Record and Builders Guide,” Index to the Auction Sales, Conveyances, Leases, Mortgages, Projected Buildings, 
 Volume XLVII, March 4, 1916, p. 381. 
37  The American Contractor, August 12, 1916, p. 57. 
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of these small residential units as it conveyed a cozy, picturesque charm in the rural outskirts of Rome. The 
main volumes of the lodges are side-gabled with a broad stretch of thick roof slates to emphasize the diminutive 
stature of the short façade walls. The heavy stone chimney stacks seem to shrink the houses beneath with their 
towering height and wide, corbeled girth. The “story book” appearance of the lodges is enhanced by their multi-
light windows and wood shutters; the latter elements are not found on the other buildings in the district.    

 

In 1923, the design of the remaining estate buildings began in earnest. Griffin and Wynkoop had both passed 
away, so the Potters hired Harry Sternfeld to design the Residence, Garage, Pool Loggia, and presumably the 
other estate structures. The commission likely dictated that new buildings match the Tudor lodges, and 
Sternfeld’s later comments minimized his role in the estate’s design.38  The 1920s buildings shared the 
materials and general style of the North and South Lodges, though with quirky variations as described below.  

 

The central structure in the estate is the Residence, which was the largest non-agricultural building and which 
featured the most elaborate design. In addition to the thick stone walls, heavy slate roof, soaring chimneys, and 
multi-light windows seen in the lodges, the larger scale of the Residence allowed for other Tudor Revival 
elements, such as multiple front gables on the side-gabled main volume, stair turrets, integrated corner porches, 
arched bays, an oriel window, and the block detail around the front and rear entries. Though the first restaurant 
addition enclosed the first floor of the rear elevation, the original exterior wall of the Residence with its doors 
and windows was preserved and is visible inside.  

 

The Tudor Revival was associated with the Arts and Crafts movement, which rejected the decorative excesses 
of elaborate Victorian-era architecture and favored hand-crafted works over machine-tooled detailing. The 
eclectic interior design of the Residence was both hand-crafted and excessive. Though many described it as a 
mansion, the Residence had a modest amount of living space for a wealthy family of five and support staff and 
was consistent with the linear layout of Tudor Revival homes. The family’s living space on the ground floor 
included a living room, library, dining room and a breakfast room off the kitchens. Space on the upper floor was 
constrained by the steep pitch of the roof, so the design featured a long hallway lined with practical under-the-
eaves storage on one side and bedrooms and bathrooms on the other. The layout veered into excess by the 
inclusion of a minstrel’s gallery, a portion of the upstairs hall that overlooked the high-ceilinged living room 
below. This element was a stylistic folly that sacrificed potential living space on the second floor, while 
conveying a sense of baronial luxury in its very frivolity. The finishes and fixtures of the interior incorporated a 
variety of materials – wood, plaster, stone, paint, wrought iron, tile – in highly personal decorative motifs. 
Spanish-style wall tiles, Gothic wrought-iron fixtures, painted and molded mottos, fanciful animal motifs, and 
colonial American imagery all combined to form a surprisingly ornate and eclectic interior to a decidedly 
English-looking exterior. 

 

Two Italian artists who collaborated with Harry Sternfeld on other projects contributed to the decorative 
elements of the interior. Carlo Ciampaglia, a painter and interior decorator, hand-stenciled the ceilings in the 
living room, dining room, and at least two of the bedrooms; two other family bedrooms may have had painted 
ceilings, but these were lost to the restaurant’s expansion in 1960. Sculptor Gaetano Cecere contributed to the 
decoration of the library and stair hall with relief plaster imagery on the walls, ceiling, and the fireplace 
overmantel. The imagery includes medallions featuring animals and a depiction of the William Penn Treaty of 

 
38  Howard Silber, “The Beeches, A Noble Mansion,” Utica Dispatch-Observer, May 14, 1950. 
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1683. Several elements of the library plasterwork speak to Frank Potter’s triumph at completing his ambitious 
estate. On the ceiling is the Potter family crest, the date “1925” is incorporated into the Penn Treaty scenery, 
and, most tellingly, this quotation from Admiral Sam McGowan of the U. S. Navy is proclaimed in raised 
plaster lettering on the wall: “IT CAN’T BE DONE BUT HERE IT IS.”  

 

Sternfeld, operating under the probable guidance and possible assistance from his client, successfully adapted 
the estate’s Tudor Revival vernacular for use on non-domestic buildings. The Pool Loggia complex has perhaps 
the highest integrity of any structure in the estate group, with no apparent alterations since it was built around 
1925. This complex is also the least Tudor of the estate buildings. Loggias are not part of the Tudor Revival 
vocabulary, which emphasizes simple, humble domesticity in an often damp, cool climate, while loggias are 
associated with ancient Rome and the Italian Renaissance, both of which originated in a warm climate. A loggia 
was a suitable choice for an estate pool house, as it provided breezy shade and evoked the luxurious atmosphere 
of a Mediterranean villa. Despite this thematic and functional deviation from the other estate buildings, 
Sternfeld designed the building to match the other stone structures by incorporating the same ashlar stone walls 
and slate roof. Though windows are few in this mostly open-air structure, the same multi-light casements were 
used in the pool house rooms.  

 

Another element of eclecticism in this structure are the Gothic mullions in front of the changing room 
casements. These stone units were salvaged from another building and though the plans show that some type of 
antique window was intended for these locations, it is evident from the stone infill that the arched Gothic 
mullions were not the first choice for the squared openings in the wall. These elements served as decorative 
screens for practical wood-sash windows with privacy glass. Their Gothic styling does not match the Roman 
arcade of the loggia, leaving one to ponder what the original “antique windows” might have looked like. Once 
in place, however, Potter and/or Sternfeld carried the Gothic motif through to the elaborate wrought-iron 
lanterns over the windows, which feature quatrefoil forms and embellishments typical of a Gothic Revival 
lighting fixture.  

 

The Pool Loggia area appears to be unaltered from its original design. Harry Sternfeld’s blueprints show that 
the pool was to be surrounded with flagstones, that stone benches would be placed outside changing rooms, that 
an antique wellhead would be installed at the west end, and that the area would be enclosed by stone walls and 
hedges; these elements are all intact. Not depicted on the plans is the Neptune fountain sculpted and signed by 
Gaetano Cecere, though it is possible that some piece of artwork was planned for this location as the stone wall 
upon which it sits was depicted on the blueprints. This sculpture is a contributing element to the property as it is 
signed artwork by a noted early twentieth century artist and its style and Roman imagery reinforce the 
eclecticism of the Pool Loggia area. 

 

The Garage is another example of the Tudor Revival aesthetic applied to a non-domestic outbuilding, and it has 
the characteristic side-gabled massing with low eaves, a heavy slate roof, a corbelled chimney (which is 
somewhat shorter than those on other structures), multi-light casement dormers, and ashlar stone. The 
afterthought staircase attached to the side is supported on a stone arch that reads like a nascent Tudor Revival 
side porch. The Garage has the least integrity of the stone buildings, as the vehicular space has been converted 
for office use and two of its elevations are largely obscured by the late 1960s/early 1970s kitchen expansions 
that linked this building with the Residence/restaurant. The renovation of the Garage resulted in the replacement 
of its four overhead doors with alternating windows and pedestrian doors, the former with panel surrounds and 
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the latter shaded by metal awnings. The concrete front wall was designed to provide support for the four garage 
door openings, and the proportions of these openings and the concrete wall itself remain intact.  

 

The Potting House is the only remaining structure from the agricultural complex once located at the southern 
end of the Potter estate. This small building was originally associated with a large greenhouse and one acre of 
garden. As with the other stone buildings, it has the ashlar walls, steep slate roof, narrow windows, and 
corbelled chimney that reference the Tudor Revival despite its horticultural function as the gardener’s 
workshop. Its reversed salt-box massing is unusual but highlights the balance of Tudor form with agricultural 
function in this side-gabled structure. The front elevation is low and, like the lodges, appears compressed by the 
heavy slate roof. A taller wall was needed at the rear to accommodate a gabled connector for the former 
greenhouse. Though the Potting House was converted into an auxiliary cottage for the motel in 1959, its 
original form is still evident and three stone elevations appear to be fully intact.  

 

The grounds of the 51-acre estate were carefully planned to convey the image of Potter as a “gentleman farmer” 
living in an English cottage and are a contributing element to the property. The 1916 notice of Griffin and 
Wynkoop’s commission stated that Charles W. Leavitt would be the landscape architect for the new estate.39 
Frank Potter met Leavitt in 1915 when the latter came to Rome to give an address to the City’s Planning 
Commission, of which Potter was the president. The two had corresponded, but this was their first meeting.40 It 
is possible that Leavitt designed the estate landscape shortly thereafter, though further documentation of a 
relationship between the two men was not discovered.  

 

The Residence, Garage, and Pool Loggia formed the domestic core of the estate as they were constructed for the 
Potter family’s personal use. They were set on a rise overlooking sweeping lawns and the distant farm 
buildings. These buildings were afforded privacy by their generous setback from Potter and Turin Roads and by 
screening trees near Potter Road that the family planted shortly after purchasing the property. The grounds 
around the Residence were carefully maintained with a formal and secluded pleasance constructed between the 
house and the Pool Loggia. The long, private driveway, secured at either end by stone-pillared gates and the two 
lodges, wound a leisurely path past the Residence and through the woods before reappearing in the open land 
near the barns, gardens, stables, and ponds. The farm buildings were located farm from the house and on the 
opposite side of the driveway; the distance and physical separation of the driveway was consistent with 
landscape management in many of the older agricultural estates of the Hudson Valley.41 The farm buildings and 
greenhouse were removed sometime between 1938 and 1955, when the Motel was constructed in former 
farmland just east of the Potting House. Though the Destito family had no need of barns or stables and allowed 
the woods to reclaim the remaining farmland, the picturesque lawns, woods, and ponds along the driveway were 
maintained and are extant. The family eventually constructed a small golf course on the lawn north of the 
ponds, which effectively kept this space open over the decades. No trace of the course is visible today, and the 
gently sloping hillside once again resembles the open lawn of the Potter era. The pleasance leading to the Pool 
Loggia has lost some of its contouring and border vegetation, but the walls, flagstones, and artwork of the pool 
area remain in place. 

 
39 “Real Estate Record and Builders Guide”, Index to the Auction Sales, Conveyances, Leases, Mortgages, Projected Buildings,  
Volume XLVII, March 4, 1916, p. 381. 
40  “Address on City Planning”, Rome Daily Sentinel, April 15, 1915. 
41  Neil Larson, “Hudson River Historic District,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1990). 
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Architectural Significance of the Motel 

 

Despite its name, the Paul Revere Motor Hotel cannot be strictly categorized as an example of roadside 
architecture. Motels developed in tandem with the rise of automobile travel and the construction of state and 
interstate road systems. Evolving in the late 1920s and 1930s from earlier lodging options like campsites and 
cottage courts, motels brought accommodations directly to travelers in places where new highways bypassed 
traditional inns and hotels. Though Turin Road was an important northern conduit into the City of Rome, the 
Paul Revere Motor Hotel was not built to attract the spontaneous custom of weary travelers. Its entrance was 
more than 400 feet from Turin Road with stone walls and buildings (the South Lodge and the Potting House) 
obscuring direct views from passers-by, and its façade faced the estate grounds rather than the main road. The 
Destito brothers stated that they were bolstering Rome’s accommodation options as part of a larger commercial 
development of the old Potter estate, and the location and orientation of the Motel reflect the fact that it was not 
meant as a convenient layover but rather as a comfortable destination for people visiting the city. The Motel 
anchored the south side of the new commercial estate as it faced the Residence/restaurant across picturesque 
grounds. The Pool Loggia in the distance and the six-hole golf course in the middle filled out the amenities of a 
resort-like campus designed to attract and keep visitors who were looking for a place to stay rather than a place 
to merely stop over. 

 

The Motel is significant as an excellent and well-preserved example of Colonial Revival commercial 
architecture. Cultural and design motifs associated with George Washington were popular in the late nineteenth 
through the mid-twentieth centuries, and replicas of Mount Vernon were featured in both the Columbian 
Exposition of 1893 and the Philadelphia Sesquicentennial of 1926.42 Full-width and full-height colonnaded 
porches on side-gabled houses were a variant of the Colonial Revival architectural style that referenced Mount 
Vernon and that were particularly popular in the second quarter of the twentieth century. Historian Lydia 
Mattice Brandt claims that Mount Vernon has been replicated or referenced more than any other home in 
American architecture. In addition to being a significant influence on domestic architecture, Brandt notes that 
motels were often influenced by the Colonial Revival, with Mount Vernon as particular reference. 43 Motels 
were a new form of architecture in the second quarter of the twentieth century, but Brandt argues that they were 
instantly familiar when styled with a full-width “piazza” and a cupola like the home of America’s most revered 
founding father.44 Though the Colonial Revival was declining by 1955 and George Washington motifs had 
become the stuff of parody in popular culture, the “knotty pine coziness” of this style was still an attractive way 
to package a new motel. 45  Harold Rice’s design for the Destito’s new Motel incorporated Mount Vernon-esque 
massing and Colonial Revival architectural embellishments, such as slender square columns and paired eight-
over-eight windows, as a deliberate means of ensuring success for the new venture. The front entry welcomed 
guests “home” with a lantern-lit doorway topped by a modillioned swan’s neck pediment, while the Motel’s 
wings were given their own piazzas featuring slender columns and graceful arcades. The Destitos embraced the 
historic motif even further by equipping the rooms with “Early American” furnishings and arranging to have the 

 
42 Karal Ann Marling, George Washington Slept Here: Colonial Revivals and American Culture 1876-1986 (Boston: Harvard  
University Press, 1988), pp. 91, 278. 
43 Lydia Mattice Brandt, “Mount Vernon as Architectural Inspiration,” in The Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington, edited 
by James P. Amuske (Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, 2012-2022)  
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digitalencyclopedia/article/mount-vernon-as-architectural-inspiration/ (accessed 
August 14, 2022).  
44  Brandt, “Mount Vernon” 2012-2022.  
45  Marling, George Washington,  378-379. 

https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digitalencyclopedia/article/mount-vernon-as-architectural-inspiration/
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motel’s phone number be 1777. 46 But rather than specifically reference George Washington or Mount Vernon 
in their branding, they christened their motel after a well-known but decidedly lesser figure from the 
Revolutionary War era, Paul Revere. This decision was a probable nod to local industry, as one of Rome’s most 
important manufacturers and employers was also named for Revere.  

 

Architects, Artists, and Engineers 

 

The Beeches Residence was “Dr. Potter’s house” in more than just name, according to the architect who drew 
the plans, Harry Sternfeld.47 The exact nature of the working relationship between Dr. Potter and his architects 
is unclear, though the owner is generally credited as being the conceptualist. He first employed the firm of 
Griffin & Wynkoop out of New York City. Percy Griffin (1864-1921) and John Wynkoop (1882-1922) had 
joined in partnership in 1911 and built a reputation for designing urban and suburban mansions. Their most 
well-known work is Lochiel (NHL, 1918), a Georgian Revival estate in Virginia.48 Their contribution to The 
Beeches was the two lodges and the associated stone walls at the gates; these projects were completed by 1917. 
John Wynkoop returned to design the South Lodge addition in 1922, in the year after his partner’s death from 
pneumonia. Wynkoop also succumbed to pneumonia by the end of the year, no doubt forcing Frank Potter to 
seek out another architectural firm to help him design the rest of the estate. 49 

 

Charles Leavitt (1871-1928) was named as the landscape architect for the project in early 1916.50 He was a 
noted landscape architect and urban planner, and it was for his latter capability that he was invited to speak to 
the Rome City Planning Commission in 1915. Frank Potter served as president and stated to the press that he 
had never met Leavitt.51 This event served as their formal introduction and undoubtedly led to discussions about 
Potter’s plans for an estate. No further documentation of their relationship was discovered, but it is likely that 
Leavitt designed at least an overview of the property, particularly the winding driveway, and may have designed 
the landscape elements that were not constructed until 1925, such as the pleasance between the Residence and 
Pool Loggia. 

 

In 1923, Harry Sternfeld (1888-1976) of Philadelphia began designing the Residence, Garage, and Pool Loggia. 
It is probable that he also designed the Potting House and agricultural dependencies though the original plans 
for these structures have not been discovered. Sternfeld was an architect and a professor of architecture, and his 
well-known buildings include the National Register Listed U. S. Courthouse and Post Office and the Art Deco 
WCAU radio building, both in Philadelphia. Though continuing to reside in Philadelphia, Sternfeld later served 
as the architect for the Rome City Planning Commission, the board once chaired by Frank Potter. 52 

 

 
46  Photo Caption: Motel Work Progressing, Daily Sentinel, July 7, 1955. 
47 Howard Silber, “The Beeches, A Noble Mansion,” Utica Dispatch-Observer, May 14, 1950. 
48 https://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/VA-01-P120. Accessed July 2022. 
49  George Barnett Johnston, Assembling the Architect: History and Theory of Professional Practice, Bloomsbury Publishing, London, 
 2020. 
50  “Real Estate Record and Builders Guide,” Index to the Auction Sales, Conveyances, Leases, Mortgages, Projected Buildings, 
 Volume XLVII, March 4, 1916, p. 381. 
51  “Address on City Planning,” Rome Daily Sentinel, April 15, 1915. 
52  “Hearing Called on Paving Work,” Rome Daily Standard, August 11, 1933. 
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Harry Sternfeld and sculptor Gaetano Cecere (1894-1985) collaborated on several war monument proposals, 
including the winning design for the ill-fated Appomattox Memorial (1932) that was ultimately never built.53 
Cecere was also from Philadelphia, so it is likely that Sternfeld introduced him to the Potters and arranged for 
him to sculpt the Neptune fountain by the pool and the plaster relief work inside the Residence. Sternfeld also 
had a working relationship with Carlo Ciampaglia (1891-1975), who painted the ceilings in several of 
Sternfeld’s commissions, including the Slovak Girls Academy (1928) in Dansville, Pennsylvania. In 1935 and 
1936, Cecere and Ciampaglia were elected to the National Academy of Art; the portraits marking these 
occasions were both painted by Ciampaglia.54   

 

Though Dr. Potter, who was a relatively new resident of Rome, hired “big city” architects for his grand estate, 
the Destito family shopped locally and hired architects from Rome and Utica for the first of several projects at 
The Beeches. This may have been a purely economic decision since they had just spent $50,000 on a property 
that they later described as having been a “white elephant” on the real estate market.55 However, the brothers 
were all born in Rome and the economic roots their parents put down when they opened the Savoy in 1908 ran 
deep. After nearly fifty years in the community, it made sense that they would employ the businesses they 
knew. It is not clear if the Destitos used an architect to redesign Potter’s kitchen wing in 1950, as the plans are 
signed by Brayton & Co., a kitchen supply business in Utica. But in 1953, when they were planning the 
“Saratoga Terrace” addition to the restaurant, they hired a local architect, Robert W. Trowell, whose office was 
located less than half a mile up the street from the Savoy.  

 

For the 1955 Paul Revere Motor Hotel, the Destitos hired Harold Rice (1896-1983), a civil engineer who also 
practiced architecture and had served as the commissioner of public works for the City of Rome. Prior to 
working at The Beeches, Rice and his former partner, Edward Atkinson, designed the Rome Elks Lodge No. 96 
(National Register listed in 2013). Rice also designed the Capitol Theater in Rome (which has been determined 
eligible for the National Register), as well as a variety of commercial, religious, educational, and municipal 
buildings around the city.  

 

In 1959, the Destito family looked outside the Rome-Utica region for an architect to design the Motel expansion 
and the Potting House renovation, settling on Perkins & Will of White Plains. Though the available plans for 
the 1960 construction of the Roman Forum restaurant addition do not bear the architect’s name, a newspaper 
columnist reported that the Ziegfield Follies set designer Walter K. Hase, of New York City, was responsible 
for the interiors work on the project.56 It appears that as the commercial enterprise that was The Beeches grew 
in size and geographic market share, the design talent could also be drawn from further afield.  

  

 
53  Hubert A. Gurney, “Short History of Appomattox Court House National Historical Park,” Memorandum submitted to National 
 Park Service Region One, February 1955. 
54  https://nationalacademy.emuseum.com/people/363/carlo-ciampaglia (accessed February 2023) 
55  “Destito Brothers Seek to End Motel Dispute,” Rome Daily Sentinel, January 8, 1955. 
56 Bob Elwood, “About the Town: Roman Forum Lavish Addition to the Beeches,” Post-Standard, November 18, 1960. 

https://nationalacademy.emuseum.com/people/363/carlo-ciampaglia
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    

 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):   
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  51 acres  
 
51 acres 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1  18N   462852   4788389  3   18N   463606   4787967 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2  18N   463089   4788414  4   18N   462967   4787930 
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The boundary is indicated by a heavy line on the enclosed map with scale.    
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundary was drawn to include the original fifty-one-acre parcel acquired by the Potter family and 
developed as an estate.  This is the same parcel acquired by the DeStito family and developed into a 
restaurant and recreational complex known as The Beeches.  The parcel includes all significant resources and 
retains integrity to both periods.  
 
 
     
 
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Andrea Zlotucha Kozub 

organization  Streetscape Preservation date  February 5, 2023 

street & number   1335 Woodworth Road telephone  315-246-5384 

city or town    Skaneateles state  NY zip code  13152 

e-mail  andrea@streetscapepres.com 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 
• Continuation Sheets 
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Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
 
Name of Property: The Beeches Historic District 
 
City or Vicinity: Rome 
 
County: Oneida   State: NY 
 
Photographer: Andrea Zlotucha Kozub  
 
Date Photographed: June 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number: 
 

Photo Caption 

1 Potter Road entrance with stone walls. The North Lodge is on the left and the Residence is in the distance. 

2 Façade of the North Lodge. 

3 Façade of the Residence. 

4 Capitoline Wolf statue in front of the Residence. 

5 West elevation of the Residence. 

6 Façade of the Garage showing the restaurant addition attached at right. 

7 East elevation of the Garage showing the restaurant loading dock addition at left. 

8 View from the second story of the residence looking down at the Pool Loggia. 

9 View of the Pool Loggia from the gates of the pool complex. 

10 Neptune fountain sculpted by Gaetano Cecere. 

11 View inside the Pool Loggia. 

12 Façade of the Potting House. 

13 East elevation of the Potting House. 

14 Façade of the South Lodge. 

15 East elevation of the South Lodge. 

16 Turin Road entrance showing stone walls and the South Lodge. 

17 Façade of the Motel. 

18 View looking along west wing of the motel. 

19 View of the Residence showing the restaurant additions, as seen from the south end of the parcel near the 
Motel. Note the ponds in the foreground. 

20 Looking south from the Residence at the Motel with the Turin Street entrance in the distance. 
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Property Owner:  

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)  

name  

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state   zip code           
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Photo locations and angles on a 1984 plan of The Beeches. 
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Photo Locations and Angle Depicted on a 1984 Plan of The Beeches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original floor plans of the Residence from a 1938 real estate pamphlet. Shaded areas were 
reconfigured in 1960. 
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Residence construction events depicted on a 1960 plan. 
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