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applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).  

1.  Name of Property
historic name  Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District
other names/site number  N/A 

2.  Location  

street & number  Bounded by portions of Madison Street, Bassett Street, East Genesee Street, 
Cumberland Avenue, Westmoreland Avenue, Euclid Avenue, Montana Street, 
Dakota Street, Kensington Road, Westcott Street, Broad Street, Lancaster 
Avenue, Ackerman Avenue, Stratford Street, Comstock Avenue, Ostrom 
Place, Ostrom Avenue, Clarendon Street, Greenwood Place, Bristol Place, 
South Beech Street. 
 

 

   not for publication 

city or town Syracuse  vicinity

state New York code NY county Onondaga code 067 zip code  13210 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national            statewide          X local 

Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

 
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

 entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
    

 determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  

 other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               

                                                                                                                   
 

DRAFT 
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Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  

5. Classification

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

  Contributing Noncontributing  

X private building(s) 2611 116 buildings

X public - Local X district 2  sites

 public - State site 1  structures

 public - Federal structure   objects

  object 2614 116 Total

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)           

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register
 

Ward Wellington Ward Multiple Property Listing  6 
 

6. Function or Use                                                                       

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

 Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling  DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
DOMESTIC/secondary structure  DOMESTIC/secondary structure 

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store  COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store
SOCIAL/meeting hall  SOCIAL/meeting hall 
GOVERNMENT/fire station  EDUCATION/school
EDUCATION/school  RELIGION/religious facility
RELIGION/religious facility  RECREATION AND CULTURE/theater
TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular)  TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular) 

  

7. Description

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.)

 Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival,  foundation: Brick, stone, cast stone 
Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival, Prairie  walls: Brick, wood, stucco, aluminum, vinyl
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School, Bungalow/Craftsman  

roof: Asphalt, slate, tile
other:

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing 
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)  

Summary Paragraph 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District is a large residential neighborhood built between 1840 

and 1945. It is bounded by the main campus of Syracuse University (Comstock Tract Buildings, National Register 

[NR] listed 1980) and Thornden Park (NR listed 1994) on the west, and by residential development of markedly 

different character to the north, east, and south. The area within the district encompasses much of the area 

developed for residential use on the East side of Syracuse when the eastern city line was still at Cumberland 

Avenue. Several nearby residential areas have been previously designated as National Register Historic Districts. 

On the west side of Thornden Park is Walnut Park (NR listed 1983). Adjacent to the Westcott-University district 

on the southwest is the garden suburb development Berkeley Park (NR listed 2002). Not immediately adjacent, 

but nearby to the east in an area annexed by the city is Scottholm, another garden suburb (NR listed 2012).  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  

Resources 
There are 2,016 parcels in the district, consisting of a total of 2,723 buildings. Of these, there are 2,611 

contributing buildings, two contributing sites (Old Lodi Cemetery and Westminster Park), and one contributing 

structure (Westminster Park Stairs). A total of 756 contributing buildings are detached garages or outbuildings. 

There are 48 vacant lots, three of which are parking lots. A total of 116 buildings are non-contributing, mostly 

due to age, but in some cases due to lack of integrity. There is a small number of public buildings that include 

three schools (one non-contributing due to age), two fire stations (one non-contributing due to age), one library 

(non-contributing due to age), and two purpose-built churches. However, the majority of the buildings in the 

district were built as, and remain, residential properties. While some formerly residential buildings are now used 

commercially, only sixteen buildings were built for retail, office, or other commercial use. 
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Topography

The terrain of the eastern part of Syracuse rises steeply to the south from the valley of the Erie Canal (now Erie 

Boulevard) to the heights of University Hill and the Westcott neighborhood. Residential settlement began early 

south of and parallel to the canal at a slightly higher elevation along what is now East Fayette Street, Lexington 

Avenue, and East Genesee Street. These three main east-west arteries ran roughly parallel to the Erie Canal to 

which they were connected by a series of small north-south connecting arteries. As development extended further 

south in the latter part of the nineteenth century, these short connecting streets were extended into longer avenues, 

creating a series of important north-south through-streets to the west of what would become Thornden Park 

(Crouse, Irving, University, Walnut, Comstock, Ostrom Avenues), and a smaller number of through-streets to the 

east of Thornden Park and South Beech Street. Foremost among these is Westcott Street, which was opened 

earliest and extends farthest south. Westcott Street and all other north-south arteries (South Beech Street, 

Columbus Avenue, Bassett Street, and Westmoreland Avenue) rise noticeably and sometimes precipitously as 

they extend south. Once they reach parts of East Genesee Street and Dell Street the terrain levels out, however, 

and most of the development tracts are built on flat terrain.  

 

Most of the district is situated at this relatively high elevation, but within this plateau many small hills or drumlins 

necessitate steep ascents and declines over short areas, as seen particularly on Westmoreland Avenue and 

Clarendon Street that traverse the hills. Residential development is sparser on top of the hills, with the notable 

exception of Euclid Terrace, which is entirely developed as an isolated enclave on a hilltop bordered by Westcott 

and Clarke Streets and Strong and Euclid Avenues. A small park exists atop the Westminster drumlin, the highest 

point in the neighborhood. This was created in part to stimulate development. Originally Cumberland Avenue 

was intended to cut across the hilltop between the 100 and 300 blocks, but this was never done, and the area 

remains a wooded enclave. 

 

Most of the streets in the district are straight and contribute to the rectilinear grid, even when ascending steep 

hills. The major exceptions are South Beech Street and Strong Avenue which were once connected as parts of an 

earlier road, and now cut diagonally across part of the rectilinear street grid, most notably at the 600 block of 

Westcott Street. As part of this diagonal, South Beech Street rises steeply from East Genesee Street and forms the 

eastern border of Thornden Park. Bassett Street in the north part of the district, meanwhile, bends as it ascends 

the steep hill that began at the former Erie Canal and continues across East Genesee Street uphill to the south 

(Photo 5). 
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Other streets in the district that break the dominant rectilinear grid include Columbus Avenue, which is broken 

into three parts. The 300 block between Lexington Avenue and East Genesee Street, which is not included in the 

district, dates from the 1870s. The 500 block was developed in the 1880s as a straight one-block residential street 

originally called South Park (Photo 9). In between these is the 400 block which was developed only around 1900 

out of the Rosenbloom Tract (Photo 7). This stretch of Columbus Avenue rises from East Genesee Street to 

Hawthorne Street in a sweeping curve.

Further south, several short straight blocks of street—parts of Buckingham Avenue and Kensington Road—are 

also connected in an irregular pattern surrounding the southern base of the Westminster drumlin and Maryland 

Avenue to the north.  Westminster Hill itself is also reached by a steep staircase from East Genesee Street which 

was built in the 1920s. The stairs and the small park at the top are contributing features of the district. 

 

Development Patterns  

The district developed as multiple separate development tracts (described in Section 8), and certain urban aspects 

within these several tracts differ slightly. Within each tract there is general conformity of lot size, house size, and 

setback from the street, but some variation exists between the tracts. These differences are the result of 

topography, different periods of development, and the relative affluence of the targeted markets for houses in 

each tract. For example, there is a marked difference in the appearance of the 400 and 500 blocks of Allen Street 

(Photo 16), designed for the well-to-do, and the adjacent 100 and 200 blocks of Fellows Avenue, where houses 

were built two decades later, and aimed at homeowners of more modest means (Photo 28).  

 

In addition, certain areas show a concentration of architect-designed houses, such as on corner lots along Allen 

Street at both Concord Place and Clarke Street; along the 1900, 2000, and 2100 blocks of East Genesee Street, 

and along the 300 and 400 blocks of Clarendon Street and adjacent blocks of Ackerman and Lancaster 

Avenues.1 

1 A notice in the Syracuse Post-Standard of April 15, 1910 (“Demand for New Houses Keep Up, Contractors Say”) indicates the role 
of architects in the neighborhood development at that time: “In the East End, the Onondaga Realty Company is busy in the work of 
putting up new dwellings. This company finds a good demand for houses, especially on University Heights. The architects say that 
they are kept busy in preparing plans for a good grade of houses and that home builders are beginning to recognize the advantages of 
having plans made by experts, in which the artistic effect is given as much consideration as other features, which combine to make a 
home comfortable and' attractive. A house designed by a practical architect, they contend, will, as a rule, bring more money than one 
planned by an inexperienced man, should the owner at any time wish to dispose of it.” 
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Today, entrances to the district come from many directions. Westcott-University neighborhood is firmly urban, 

and much automobile traffic passes through the neighborhood from the suburbs of DeWitt and Manlius, on the 

way to Syracuse University, hospital complexes, and downtown. Over time several intersections have developed 

as important neighborhood hubs for pedestrian and automobile traffic. Most of these hubs are located along 

Westcott Street and Euclid Avenue, and they are a residual effect of the former streetcar line. Within the 

commercial district the primary hub is the asymmetrical intersection of Westcott Street at Dell Street and Harvard 

Place. In the residential neighborhood the primary intersections are at Westcott and East Genesee streets, at 

Westcott Street and Euclid Avenue, and at Euclid Avenue and Fellows, Lancaster, Ackerman, and Ostrom 

Avenues. 

 

Houses 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District includes a small sample of houses that were built in the 

mid-nineteenth century before the area was intensively developed for residential use. They reflect the predominant 

styles found in rural communities throughout the Central New York region. These earliest houses are located 

facing the few major transit routes that cross the district from east to west (East Genesee Street) and northeast to 

southwest (South Beech Street). They include a few examples of the upright-and-wing type (704 South Beech 

Street), and several examples of the Italianate style in both brick and wood. Notably, since even the farms in this 

area mostly date from the mid-nineteenth century, there are no Greek Revival buildings in the district. Italianate 

houses were built mostly in the third quarter of the nineteenth century and pre-date Syracuse's suburban expansion 

to the east and the laying out of the new residential grids that mark the first new residential developments. The 

Italianate houses in the district are mostly situated on the transitional edges of the district. 

 

Houses in the district were built in many styles popular from the 1880s through the 1930s. Most feature simple 

variations of the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman styles. Hundreds of houses are similar in their 

size, forms of construction, interior plans, and exterior siding. There are a few larger Queen Anne style houses 

from the 1890s, and some smaller bungalows from the 1920s, but general conformity defines the architectural 

texture of the district. A small number of houses post-date World War II, filling in occasionally undeveloped lots. 

Though often quite small and plain, these mostly conform to the neighborhood's earlier appearance in shape and 

materials. Overall, the visual effect of the district houses, taken together, is one of infinite variation within defined 

parameters, or great diversity within the overall neighborhood uniformity of shape, scale, massing and materials. 
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The early decades of district development correspond with the popularity of the Queen Anne style. There are 

several impressive examples from the early 1890s and many more simple variations built for people of more 

modest income who moved to those tracts laid out in the 1880s and 1890s. These modest houses can be found in 

rows on Dell, South Beech (700 block) Westcott (300 block) and on Columbus Avenue (500 block), and a few 

other streets in the northern part of the district.

Queen Anne style houses, large and small, are likely to be built on an L-plan with a cross-gable roof, and often 

have siding with varied shingle patterns to emphasize different sections of a house and for visual enlivenment. 

Decorative shingle patterns survive in many house gables, and sometimes on upper stories. These include coursed, 

staggered, diamond, sawtooth, chiseled, square butt, and fish scale patterns and combinations of round and square 

shingles. One of the earliest and best examples of this type is 557 Allen Street, built before 1892 (Photo 20).

Within the parameters of two- and three-story wood-frame houses there is a great deal of variation of house 

details. These variations include differences in the placement of entrances, fenestration, roof types, and porches. 

Over time these variations also included different types of siding. Most houses in the district are free standing, 

approximately rectangular in plan, 2 ½-story, and of wood-frame construction with rough stone, cut stone, 

concrete block, or brick foundations. A handful of houses use concrete block for upper-story walls (such as 732 

Lancaster), while two houses (877 Lancaster and 433 Roosevelt) are built entirely of concrete block. Most houses 

used different combinations of narrow or wide clapboard, shingles, and cedar shakes for siding.           

Colonial Revival style houses are more likely to have simple rectangular plans and gable or gambrel roofs. They 

mostly have wider clapboards for siding, more regular fenestration, and classical detailing on porches.

Craftsman style homes have nearly square and rectangular plans, with a mix of clapboard and shingle siding. 

Many of these houses are notable for their steeply sloping roofs which encompass a second story that is articulated 

with a wide shed dormer.  

The district also has a small number of houses constructed of brick (including 1014 Ackerman Avenue, and 204-

206, 205-207, and 210-216 Fellows Avenue), though some of these may be wood-frame structures with brick 

facing (119 Clarke Street). A few houses (including 110 Kensington Place, 213 Westminster Avenue, and 1920 
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East Genesee Street) also use cobblestone construction for artistic effect, especially for porches. In size, shape, 

and many details, these concrete block and brick houses conform to the overall patterns of domestic architecture 

in the district. 

A small number of single-story ranch-style houses and unadorned split-level houses are inserted throughout the 

district on lots that were left empty after the main period of development and construction that ended in the early 

1930s. These newer and usually smaller houses mostly date from the 1950s and are outside the period of 

significance. The largest number of these fill the 700 block of Westmoreland Avenue. The paving of this block 

retains its original brick left in place because it provides better traction on the steep hill. Because of the steepness 

of the slope, these housing lots were left unbuilt until after World War II.  A row of two-story apartments in a 

stripped-down style were added on the east side of the 300 block of Fellows Avenue in the mid-1960s filling 

previously undesirable lots. These were built against a drumlin hillside below Westmoreland Avenue. This 

location had long been left unbuilt because of poor drainage and no room for backyards. These houses are non-

contributing due to their date of construction. 

The re-siding of houses was taking place as early as the 1930s. By that time, older houses, some already forty 

years old, were re-sided with asbestos shingles, and this process continued at least into the 1960s. Beginning in 

the 1960s, aluminum was preferred as a replacement siding material, made to resemble clapboard. In the 1990s, 

vinyl siding became increasingly popular and the replacement or covering of older siding with vinyl continues 

today, especially for rental properties. The use of these materials did not always require the removal and 

destruction of the original siding. No doubt rotten shingles or clapboards were removed in some cases, but often 

new siding was simply placed over the old, hiding but not destroying the original siding. In a few cases, notably 

the NR listed Morgan Dunne house at 464 Allen Street, metal siding has been removed to reveal the original 

appearance (Photo 17). 

 

Six houses within the district are individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Four of the six 

were designed by Ward Wellington Ward, the prominent Arts & Crafts Movement architect, and are part of the 

Multiple Property Document of the Architecture of Ward Wellington Ward. These are the Estabrook House at 

819 Comstock Avenue (NR Listed 1997), the Welsh House at 827 Lancaster Avenue (NR listed 1997), the Orlo 

Blanchard House at 329 Westcott Street (NR listed 1997), and the Morgan Dunne House at 464 Allen Street (NR 
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listed 2017). Additionally, the Gustav Stickley House at 438 Columbus Avenue (NR listed 1984) and the 

Babcock-Shattuck house at 2000-2004 East Genesee Street (NR listed 2004) are individually listed.  

Streetscape 

Most streets are lined with building lots that are 40 feet in width. While these seem relatively narrow today, the 

lots were ample compared to the cramped building conditions found in many mid-nineteenth-century urban 

centers. The district conforms to the plan type described by McAlester as “Streetcar Suburban.”2 Houses are 

free standing, though often set close to neighboring structures. In some cases, and commonly after 1920, very 

narrow driveways give access from the street past the side of the house to the rear of the lot, where often 

detached one- and two-car garages were located. After World War I, small one-car garages were often built-in 

conjunction with houses. Side driveways were either gravel, concrete tracks, or solid panels. Many driveways 

were inserted after houses were built, so they are narrow and shared by two houses. Some adjoining driveways 

have been widened and connected to maximum possible size. Today, most driveways are sealed asphalt.  

Not all houses were built with garages, but garages were added to properties in the 1920s and later, frequently 

built behind older houses. Many garages survive but small early garages are slowly being replaced with bigger 

ones. Almost all garages built during the period of significance have retained their original location, but some 

have been rebuilt or replaced.  Many garages retain original walls and doors, but many have had doors replaced 

with more recent types, especially metal lift doors. It is not always possible to determine the full extent of these 

changes and when they occurred. 

Blocks of various lengths are filled with a range of house types, but the basic setbacks, size, and shapes are mostly 

consistent, creating a continuous and unified interconnected series of streetscapes. Originally, and in many cases 

still today, streetscapes are further unified by single-species tree planting. Streets in the several tracts that now 

constitute the district were originally paved in brick, though all but two blocks (200 block of Clarendon Street 

and 700 block of Westmoreland Avenue) are now over-paved in asphalt. All but a few streets are curbed with 

stone which separate the street pavements from city-owned berms with grass and trees and concrete sidewalks. 

The presence of concrete sidewalks is a defining characteristic of the neighborhood. Adding sidewalks in older 

neighborhoods or requiring them in newly developing areas was a major concern of city administrators and 

2 Virginia Savage McAlester, p. 67 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  

NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District DRAFT Onondaga County, NY 

Name of Property County and State

10 

residents after 1900. Streets developed after World War II south of Broad Street (the southern limit of much of 

the district), however, rarely have sidewalks. While most of the sidewalks in the district are constructed with a 5-

foot width, there are also 3-foot-wide sidewalks. The width of the sidewalks and the adjacent berms is an 

indication of the relative prestige of the streets. For example, Allen Street has wide sidewalks and extra wide 

berms while nearby Fellows Avenue with its smaller lots and homes has narrow sidewalks and berms. Allen Street 

berms supported large shade trees; Fellows Avenue berms did not. The 100 block of Strong Avenue only has a 

narrow sidewalk on the east side, while the west, which is the unbuilt drumlin slope beneath Euclid Terrace, is 

unpaved and left wild. In the district, only the 700 block of Westmoreland does not have any sidewalks, as this 

was not developed as a residential block until the 1950s. 

Parks and Green Spaces

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District sits between two large and heavily used public parks – 

Thornden Park on the Northwest and Barry Park and the adjacent Meadowbrook Detention Basin to the southwest. 

Thornden Park, the former Thornden estate, was purchased by the city and opened as a public park in 1921. Its 

opening was welcomed in the district, which was already mostly built-up.  Thornden Park was listed on the 

National Register in 1994. The Syracuse University campus with substantial private but publicly accessible 

greenspace is immediately east of the district. William A. Barry Park is a city park with a playground and playing 

area south of Broad Street that was opened in 1957. The district also connects with Morningside Park at its 

southwest corner behind Edward Smith School (Photo 54). This park is now overgrown and little used, but in the 

1930s it was a site for winter sports.  It occupies a steep drumlin and has city water tanks at its summit.

The Comstock Tract of Syracuse University with its buildings was listed on the National Register in 1980. 

Significantly, the presence of the university did not greatly impact the original development of the neighborhood 

to its east. The university was small, and the focus of its growth was to the north and west.  

The garden suburb of Berkeley Park, with abundant private greenspace, adjoins the district on the Southwest. It 

was listed on the National Register in 2001. Within the more densely built Westcott-University Neighborhood 

Historic District, however, there are only a few public parks or green spaces, including:  
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The small round Westminster Park sits atop of the Westminster drumlin, south of Euclid Avenue between 

Maryland and Lancaster Avenues. It is reached by the Westminster stairs from Euclid Avenue or by road 

from Westminster Avenue on the south (Photo 58-59).  

The Lodi Cemetery is a small green space on the east side of South Beech Street, opposite Thornden Park. 

There is a commemorative monument on the site, all that marks the cemetery of the nineteenth-century 

village of Lodi (Photo 76).

The one block-long Concord Place has a wide green median that on some 20th century maps was referred 

to as “Concord Park.”

Within the street grid there are three small public green spaces, all where the orthogonal streets grid is 

interrupted by diagonal streets. 1) A circular mound with vegetation and now surrounded by paths and 

benches is at the intersection of South Beech and Westcott Streets. This space is the result of adjustment 

of these streets in ca. 1970;  2) Lennox Avenue widens into a rectangular green space between Strong and 

Fellows Avenues; 3) A triangular green space is situated at the intersection of Buckingham Avenue and 

Kensington Road. 

The present-day abundant urban forest consists of thousands of trees on private property and street trees growing 

on most berms between sidewalks and streets. Some areas have seen changes in visual effect due to loss of original 

street trees and landscape features have changed over the years, but such changes were anticipated when the then-

nearly barren land was first laid out for new housing.  Different types of trees have been planted on city-owned 

berms, and a wide range of landscaping options have been pursued by individual property owners. Early 

photographic documentation of the area is sparse, but the few known photos show open spaces awaiting 

development and still new trees. Overall, greenspace has thickened over time providing some streets with lush 

gardens and shade. Still, unadorned grass front yards remain most common, often with shrubbery to the side or 

close to the house 

Urban and Architectural Condition    

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District has retained a high degree of urban and architectural 

integrity, meeting all seven of the National Register criteria for integrity: location, setting, design, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association. The district is defined by location and setting. These have shaped the 

district's appearance and use over more than a century. In Syracuse, the name Westcott has taken on iconic status. 

The mention of the name immediately conjures the look of the neighborhood, and its lively history and present. 
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The design of the original street layout of the district is intact, as is the design of most individual buildings and 

larger streetscapes in the district. There are only a few gaps where buildings have been demolished or intrusions 

built. Similarly, most visible architectural design and construction remains closely to the original intent of the 

first builder. There have been changes to individual properties, especially the increasing number of former 

individually owned houses that are now managed as commercial rental properties. Still, these changes are 

superficial and usually reversible. Overall, the integrity of design, workmanship, and materials of more than two 

thousand houses and garages remains high. Importantly, the feel and association of the district is its greatest 

strength. For more than a century – for some blocks more than 140 years – the Westcott-University Neighborhood 

Historic District has been and remains a tight-knit, lively, walkable residential neighborhood with a strong 

collective identity based on the visible qualities of place and form, but also less tangible but very real associations 

of vitality, tolerance, and quality of life. 

Methodology for Determining Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources 

Contributing:

A building constructed during the period of significance - 1840-1945 - that has been historically associated with 

the commercial, residential, and/or civic life of the district is considered contributing if it retains, at a minimum, 

integrity of location, setting, design, feeling, and association. The “rhythm” and organization of spatial elements 

that compose the visual corridors along the streetscape were also considered essential to the integrity of the visual 

setting and historic feeling of the district. Alterations made during the period of significance illustrate the historic 

district’s continued adaptation to changing economic and demographic conditions of the city of Syracuse and are, 

therefore, considered acceptable. Alterations made after 1945 (outside of the period of significance) such as the 

installation of vinyl siding, replacement windows placed in original window openings, and small-scale rear or 

side additions are also considered acceptable if they appear to be reversible without destruction of integrity to the 

building. These types of changes would not necessarily make a building non-contributing so long as they did not 

significantly alter the overall building massing, patterns of openings, and roof shape, as in many cases the residing 

of a building did not necessitate the destruction of historic siding but merely encapsulated it.  

Non-contributing: 

All buildings that were constructed post-1945 fall outside the period of significance and are thereby considered 

non-contributing. Those buildings that were constructed during the period of significance but have been severely 

impacted by alterations from the recent past that have obscured the building’s historic character and detracted 
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from the continuity of the streetscape are non-contributing; for example, the movement or infilling of door and/or 

window openings, or porches in such a way to permanently alter the visual appearance, the facade relief, or the 

original size and scale of the building. In addition, fenestration that has been modified and no longer aligns with 

the typical or characteristic size and scale of historic window openings, changes to historic window symmetry, or 

that reduces the number of windows by more than two, and additions or demolitions that dramatically alter the 

original scale and size will make a building be considered non-contributing to the district.   

Please see a full resource list which is available at the end of this nomination. 

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing.)

X A Property is  as sociated with events  that have made a 
s ignificant contribution to the broad patterns  of our 
his tory.  

 B Property is  as sociated with the lives  of persons  
s ignificant in our pas t. 

 

  
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

 

  
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 

important in prehistory or history. 

 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is : 
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

x 

 
B removed from its original location. 

 
C a birthplace or grave.

x  
D a cemetery.

 
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property.

 
G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Community Planning and Development
Architecture

Period of Significance 
1840-1945

Significant Dates 
1840
1875
1945

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
 
ARCHITECTS 
Albert Brockway (architect, 1864-1933)
Clarence Congdon (architect, 1875-1951)
Gaggin & Gaggin (architects) 
Edward Howard (architect)
Paul Hueber (architect, 1892-1943)
Harry Phoenix (architect)
Edward Quick (architect) 
Revels & Hallenbeck, architects
Archimedes Russell (architect, 1840-1915) 
Justus Moak Scrafford (1878-1947)
Gustav Stickley (designer/builder, 1858-1942)
Wellington Taber (architect, 1866-1943) 
Alfred T. Taylor (architect, 1866-1944) 
Ward Wellington Ward, (architect, 1875–1932)  
LaMont Warner (architect, 1876-1970) 
Charles D. Wilsey (architect) 
Gordon Wright (architect, 1866-1950) 
 
DEVELOPERS & BUILDERS
 
 

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance for the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District is 1840 to 1945. One of 

the present streets within the historic district, South Beech Street, existed during the early nineteenth century and 

was the location for several early farmhouses, some of which remain amid the suburban development of the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. These are not dated, but based on a form, style, and location, the earliest 

extant house is probably 704 South Beech Street, built ca. 1840 (Photo 37). The period of significance includes 

the transformation of what remained sparsely occupied farmland in the years after the end of the Civil War into a 

thriving streetcar suburb by the advent of World War II. The first streetcars arrived in this section of Syracuse in 

the 1870s, and the first suburban development tract in the district was filed in 1875. The building boom of the 

early twentieth century had come to an end with the Great Depression and the onset of World War II, at which 

time more than ninety percent of the lots in the district were built. Infill of remaining lots – left empty for a variety 

of reasons - continued into the district in the 1950s, especially in the southernmost part.  
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.) 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District is significant under Criterion A in the area of 

Community Planning and Development as an intact and complete example of a series of adjoining streetcar 

suburbs in Syracuse which today is knitted into a single neighborhood. The greater Westcott-University 

neighborhood originated as a group of independent real estate development tracts in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries. All these tracts were purchased and planned out beginning in the 1870s, with the bulk of 

development taking place between 1900 and 1945. Later development occurred in the adjacent areas to the east 

and south of the district in the post-World War II era. While today the neighborhood is associated by proximity 

with Syracuse University, during the district's development the university had little impact on the neighborhood’s 

development. The university was still small, and the university’s growth was focused on its own tract, and 

subsequently towards the city to the west and north.3 

From the start, development in the district was primarily intended for homebuyers of moderate means, with only 

small sections intended for more wealthy individuals and families. This was the era of the new suburban expansion 

in cities throughout America, when the burgeoning networks of streetcars allowed access to new neighborhoods 

on the outskirts of the growing downtowns, many of which were being planned and designed as attractive rural-

like getaways from the city with widely spaced lots and gracious, architect-designed homes. While the Westcott-

University Neighborhood Historic District came into being because of this exodus from the crowded downtown 

of Syracuse, the various tracts that constitute the district were mostly laid out in smaller lots to be more affordable 

to those for whom owning a home was an important step toward financial and social stability. The houses that 

filled these small lots in the neighborhood represent the range of styles and types that were popular and available 

for affordable construction in the nation’s new suburban neighborhoods. The new houses were occupied by 

mechanics, laborers, street railroad operators, and salesmen more than by attorneys, bankers, and others of greater 

financial means. As a result of its pattern of development, the district as it exists today features a high degree of 

both density and consistency in architectural style. The district remains primarily residential with a small 

3 Jeffrey Gorney, Syracuse University: An architectural Guide (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2006). 
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commercial district and several institutional buildings. Buildings and the original development plans retain a high 

degree of integrity providing a visually and historically distinctive setting on a vast scale that includes more than 

160 blocks and close to 2,800 buildings.

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District is also significant under Criterion C in the area of 

Architecture. The architecture of the district provides a textbook of American urban residential styles of the late 

nineteenth and early to mid-twentieth centuries, with a much wider range of types and styles reflective of the 

financial means of different urban classes than one finds in the more exclusive nearby contemporary garden 

suburbs. The district exhibits a mixture of architectural styles and house plans, from simple gable-front forms to 

larger residences executed in popular architectural styles of the period such as Queen Anne, Craftsman, Prairie, 

and Colonial Revival styles. In the 1880s and 1890s house construction in the neighborhood often included 

simpler versions of more high-style Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival types. After 1900, the common 

forms were Foursquare, Craftsman, and generic Colonial Revival styles, and more pronounced versions of English 

and Dutch Colonial Revival, all of which were aggressively marketed in home magazines and in house and 

building supply catalogs. Most houses in the district that were built after World War I derive from common 

patterns available from pattern-books, lumber companies, or building contractors. There are, however, many 

architect-designed houses in the district, including superb examples of Colonial Revival and Arts & Crafts styles 

by prominent Syracuse-based architects including Albert Brockway (2118 East Genesee Street), Clarence 

Congdon (301 Clarendon Street), Paul Hueber (141 Clarke Street), Edward Howard (100 Concord Place), Harry 

Phoenix (815 Lancaster Avenue), Justus Moak Scrafford (317 Clarendon Street), Alfred T. Taylor (422 Euclid 

Avenue), LaMont Warner (125 Concord Place), Gordon Wright (536 Allen Street), and many by Ward Wellington 

Ward.  

 

Following World War II, scattered lots in the district that had not been developed before the depression of the 

1930s, were mostly infilled with modest box-like cottages and ranch houses. Mostly, this type of post-war 

development happened in larger still-open areas east and south of the district, especially along Meadowbrook 

Drive and between Broad Street and West Colvin Avenue, creating a very different type of streetscape from 

earlier portions of the neighborhood, essentially contemporary suburban style development within the city limits. 

While the district is defined by its own characteristics, it is also defined – especially at its southern boundary – in 

contrast to the newer suburban patterns and aesthetics of post-1945.
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Single-family residences are the dominant residential building type found in the district, but there are also many 

two-family units, and a much smaller number of four-, six-, and eight-unit apartment buildings. All of these, 

however, conform to a consistently limited and complementary range of height and mass limitations, site location, 

orientation, and setbacks. Together, these limitations, combined with both the emphasis on modest buildings on 

narrow lots and the overall integrity of the buildings and streetscapes, create an extraordinarily high level of 

architectural uniformity and consistency throughout the district. As a result, the neighborhood now contains an 

extensive and intact representation of residential architectural styles and forms that were popular with and 

available to moderate and middle-income homebuyers in the late nineteenth and early to mid-twentieth centuries, 

interspersed with the religious, educational, commercial, and institutional buildings that served this population. 

Initially, the public, religious, and commercial buildings are built to a scale of materials that generally conform 

to the neighborhood character. The Edward Smith School and Erwin Methodist Church (Photo 66) are designed 

in keeping with Arts and Crafts Movement-inspired houses of the district. In the post-World War II period, when 

Erwin Methodist Church was rebuilt in brick in a pronounced Colonial Revival style, it still conforms to the style 

of many neighborhood houses.   

 

Overall, the street grid, lot configurations, and building types which span approximately 140 blocks of the 

Westcott-University neighborhood form an excellent example of suburban expansion that resulted from an 

outward migration from the downtown core of Syracuse that was in turn made possible by the extension of 

streetcars and augmented in the early twentieth century by the growing availability of automobiles. Automobiles 

did not change the configuration of the district but did bring about new types of paving, the construction of more 

garages on the rear of private lots, the expansion of driveways, and by the 1930s, the introduction of a gas station 

in the commercial area on Westcott Street.

 
Narrative Statement of Significance  

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District comprises a large area of the Eastside of the city of 

Syracuse that is almost entirely residential, except for a small commercial district and a scattering of educational 

and religious buildings. The name Westcott comes from Westcott Street, which was laid out in the 1870s and 

named for Syracuse Mayor Amos Westcott (1815-1873). Westcott Street was the eastern terminus of the streetcar 

line that began to serve the area in 1889 and would soon form a loop that encouraged development south on 

Westcott Street and along Euclid Avenue, where the line turned back west to the still-new Syracuse University 

(founded in 1870) and then downtown. In the 1920s, the Westcott Street Business District was named as a 
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destination, especially after the opening of the Harvard Theater in 1926.4 The entire residential area had no single 

designation, but was known generally as the Eastside, which until 1938 extended to the then-city line at 

Cumberland Avenue. Other names for parts of the growing residential neighborhood were used early on by 

realtors. These mostly were the names of some of the individual development tracts. In the post-World War II 

period of Syracuse University expansion, the broad name University Neighborhood referred to the area to the 

west, north and south of the campus, while “Westcott” became the preferred designation for most of the area to 

the east.5 From the mid-1970s this was coupled with the name “Westcott Nation” adopted first by participants in 

the local counterculture and is still often used today. Beginning in the 1990s, as Syracuse University grew and 

changed its housing rules, more and more owner-occupied residential properties were transformed into student 

rental housing, and the name University Neighborhood became dominant for the Southwestern part of the area 

included in the district. Today, long-term residents are more likely to refer to “Westcott,” while the transient 

student population refers to the “University.” 

 

Historically and architecturally this area developed as part of the continuous process of development on the 

Eastside between the late 1880s and the 1930s, dependent on the location of the streetcar line along Westcott 

Street and Euclid Avenue. Today, the term Eastside is used to refer to a much larger area that includes post-World 

War II development east of Cumberland Avenue and south of Broad Street outside of the Westcott-University 

Neighborhood Historic District. 

 

The area transitioned continuously from farmland to residential use from the 1870s through the 1930s with the 

development of many private tracts, all of which were dependent on an interconnected street grid. The residential 

development of the district spread generally from northwest to southeast. The growth of the district in the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was dependent on multiple factors, but primarily the existence of an early 

road (now South Beech Street), the extension of the streetcar route in the 1880s, and the expansion of the nearby 

Syracuse University. The overall development of the area followed common patterns of growth throughout 

Syracuse and is typical of urban expansion in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. For most of the 

district the rectilinear street grid is the defining spatial feature. The City of Syracuse and individual land 

developers followed the same system on the Eastside in the late nineteenth century but often adapted lot sizes to 

maximize efficient and profitable layout. 

4 2-page advertising spread announcing opening of the Harvard Theater, Post-Standard, April 11, 1926. 
5 “Blood Donor Drive Mapped for Westcott Neighborhood,” Syracuse Post-Standard January 25, 1950  
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Early Expansion of Syracuse and Origins of Westcott

Most of the development tracts which constitute the district were first planned and laid out beginning in the 1870s, 

with most of the buildings being constructed from the early 1900s to the late 1930s. This was a period when the 

city of Syracuse was undergoing a profound change. With its origins first in the salt industry in the late eighteenth 

century, later augmented by the creation of the Erie Canal in the 1820s, the new city of Syracuse emerged by the 

middle of the nineteenth century as an important trading center. The fledgling city, created in 1848 by the merging 

of the village of Salina on the southeastern edge of Onondaga Lake and the village of Syracuse that was created 

along the Erie Canal, contained the juncture of the Erie Canal and the Oswego Canal, and soon had a stop on the 

new railroad lines that connected the Erie Canal cities and villages. As Syracuse’s salt industry went into a slow 

decline through the last half of the nineteenth century, new industries arose that took advantage of both the 

transportation connections and the waves of immigrants that came here on the canals and railroads. Factories for 

products such as barrels, candles, beer, machine parts, and more lined both the Oswego and Erie Canals by the 

1860s and 1870s, and in turn spurred the increasing use of what is now downtown Syracuse for commercial and 

office purposes. With the foundations of this diversified manufacturing-based economy in place, Syracuse entered 

a period of rapid growth, in both its economy and its population, in the last third of the nineteenth century.6 

 

The core of the new city’s population in the mid-nineteenth century remained focused on the Erie and the Oswego 

canals and on Salina Street as it extended to the south from the Erie Canal. The historic course of the Genesee 

Turnpike provided a secondary corridor that extended east and southeast from its intersection with the Erie Canal 

in downtown Syracuse, and west toward the village of Geddes. Maps and bird’s-eye views of Syracuse through 

the early 1870s show the city as densely concentrated along these corridors, extending east to University Avenue, 

west to Geddes Street, and south to Harrison Street.

Genesee and Fayette Streets ran parallel to each other along the south side of the Erie Canal east of the city, in an 

area known in the mid-nineteenth century as Lodi, but only two roads extended south from there east of Ostrom 

Avenue. One was South Beech Street, the remnant of a path used by the Haudenosaunee that predated the 

6 For a more complete summary of the early history of Syracuse, see Bruce G. Harvey and Samuel D. Gruber, City of Syracuse 

Historic Resources Survey: Washington Square Neighborhood (prepared for the City of Syracuse, NY, September 2013), 10-42. For 
the nineteenth century physical development of Syracuse, see Harvey and Gruber, “Urban Renewal-Era Architectural and Engineering 
Resources in Syracuse, NY, 1945-1975,” Multiple Property Documentation Form, prepared for the City of Syracuse, NY, October 
2016. Copies of both reports are available in the files of the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency, Syracuse, NY. 
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settlement of Syracuse, which angled to the southeast from the historic Lodi Road, crossed the Erie Canal, and 

continued through what is now Dewitt toward Jamesville. 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District began to develop in the 1870s after Syracuse University, 

which was established in 1870 in downtown Syracuse, moved to University Hill in 1873, which was then at the 

southeastern edge of the developed portions of Syracuse. The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District 

then emerged to the east of the University. 

Pre-Suburban Developments: Syracuse Expands to the East

The development of tracts that formed the Westcott neighborhood was a product generally of the growth of 

Syracuse as a manufacturing entity, as the city’s businessmen tapped into the need to provide housing for an ever-

growing population in an era when suburbs were becoming increasingly popular throughout the nation. An 

underlying component of the development of American cities in the late nineteenth century was the increase in 

professional managerial positions as the corporate nature of American businesses grew more complex and as 

“white collar” literate administrative and clerical support staff grew in numbers. This rise of an urban professional 

class, tied either directly or indirectly to the growth in manufacturing, made for new levels of affluence for middle-

class citizens.  

 

Cities had remained compact and dense through the 1850s to allow people to walk to their places of employment, 

and the availability of houses within the city that those in mid-level managerial and professional positions could 

afford was extremely limited. In the years after the Civil War, affluent members of the new managerial and 

professional class began purchasing or building new substantial houses, often in the Queen Anne style, in 

neighborhoods still in walking distance to the downtown such as West Onondaga Street on the city’s west side. 

On the east side a wealthy residential neighborhood was developed around Walnut Park. This area, just north of 

and downhill from Syracuse University, developed beginning in 1870 and was soon fully built. Similar 

development took place in the 1890s along East Genesee Street further east, as far as Columbus Avenue and 

Westcott and Allen Streets. Many of Syracuse’s new urban residents, however, while not wealthy, soon had 

sufficient income to afford modest detached houses rather than apartments.  
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Street Railways 

With nearly all new professional jobs located in downtown Syracuse or along the Oswego or Erie Canals, having 

a residence within walking distance of one’s workplace was crucial in the era before public mass transit. The 

advent of urban mass transit in the form of streetcars in the 1850s allowed upwardly mobile urban residents to 

have a taste of the country. In 1889, a Syracuse real estate agent put the situation in clear terms: 

What this town needs, and what it has got to come to, is more rapid transit, so that a man may live two or 
three miles out and yet able to reach his work a few minutes after eating breakfast. Some people seem to 
think that the building of street railways has got to be a craze here. Instead of that it had got to be a 
necessity… Now the more tracks are laid the more need appears for others, and this year promises more 
fine improvements of that sort.7

The first streetcar company in Syracuse, the Central City Railway Company, was chartered in 1859 and began 

operations in 1860. As with all streetcars at the time, the Central City’s cars were pulled by horses. The company 

operated on approximately 1 1/2 miles of track that was formed by spiking a single strip of iron to a wooden 

stringer. The cost of laying even such a basic track was high and limited the distance that a single company could 

cover. As a result, separate companies soon emerged to provide transportation for specific sections of the city and 

its environs.8 

By 1889, eleven regionally specific streetcar companies operated in Syracuse. One of the earliest of these lines, 

which began operations in 1865, was the Genesee & Water Street Railway Company. As seen on an 1877 map of 

Syracuse, this line initially formed a loop starting at the oblique angle of Water Street and Genesee Street near 

downtown, extended east along Genesee Street to Beech Street, turned north on Beech Street and crossed Fayette 

Street before returning west toward downtown along Washington Street. By the 1880s the line had been extended 

east to Westcott Street, and in 1889 the company was poised to expand even further. As noted in a May 1889 

newspaper article touting the expansion of Syracuse’s street railways, “The Genesee & Water Street railroad 

people are busy with their proposed expansions in the Eighth ward... The main line will be extended from the 

corner of Lexington avenue and Westcott street directly south through Westcott street to the gates of the Syracuse 

Driving Park, a distance of half a mile.”9 The extension was completed with new rails by the time of the Driving 

7 “Tracts in Demand, Syracuse has a Large and Growing Appetite for Them,” Sunday Herald (Syracuse, NY), March 17, 1889, p. 7. 
8 The Anniversary Special Edition of Syracuse Herald (December 14, 1922) provides a helpful summary of the history of streetcars in 

Syracuse, p. 15. 
9 “Rushing Railways, Improvements Being Made on Street Lines of This City,” Syracuse Herald, May 5, 1889, p. 5 
. 
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Park’s spring races in June. Streetcars made the half-mile run south to the Driving Park every thirty minutes, and 

the existing line from Beech Street was also laid with new steel rails.10

 

During the decades of the neighborhood’s development, access was mostly from the west, especially by way of 

East Genesee Street and Madison Street, which carried foot, carriage, streetcar (both horse-drawn and electric) 

and later automobile traffic from downtown Syracuse and the 15th Ward. After the early 1900s, access was also 

along Euclid Ave., which provided a connection to the neighborhood from the Syracuse University campus. The 

streetcar ran west on Euclid Avenue from Westcott to University Place. At first it was single track, and then before 

World War I, a second track was added. The line ran until 1945. Brick pavement and streetcar tracks still underlie 

the present-day asphalt pavement. The east-west Clarendon Street was mostly developed after 1909 and provided 

access over a steep hill from the university to Westcott Street.

10 “ Next Week’s Races, To be the Finest Ever Seen in  the City – Arrangements Made,” Syracuse Courier, June 22, 1889 
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Driving Park

The Syracuse Driving Park seen from what is now Euclid Terrace. Westcott Street is on the left.

Because of the higher elevation of much of the area in relation to the city and the Erie Canal, the area was favored 

for recreational outings. This area gained the Syracuse public’s attention more formally beginning in the summer 

of 1868, when the Syracuse Driving Park was created. Built and operated by the Syracuse Driving Park 

Association, the Driving Park was a horse racing track, and was built on land that Herman H. Stanton had 

purchased from the State of New York in January 1865. Stanton leased a part of his farmland to the Driving Park 

Association, of which Richard W. Jones was the president; Stanton served on the Driving Park Association’s 

Executive Board. The racing complex was located on the east side of what is now Westcott Street, between what 

is now Clarke Street on the south and Harvard Place on the north; in 1872, the twenty-one acres containing the 

racing complex was deeded to the Driving Park Association. Westcott Street was extended from Fayette Street to 

East Genesee Street in 1872, and further south in the following decade as far as the Driving Park. The street is 

named after engineer/inventor, noted dentist, and Syracuse Mayor Amos Westcott (1815-1873). After the track 

opened in July 1868, the park eventually included a clubhouse, a grandstand, and a judges’ stand, all of which 
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were designed by the Syracuse architect Horatio N. White.11 Races at the track were popular public events through 

the 1870s and 1880s, regularly attracting thousands of spectators each season for the frequent races which drew 

horses from throughout the northeast and spurred the development of a hotel and bar.  

Stephen Bastable bought the Driving Park property on April 4, 1881. Despite the track’s popularity, Bastable 

announced in June 1889 that he had sold the Driving Park to Leonardo D.V. Smith.12 Smith in turn announced 

that he intended to turn the park into building lots. The sale apparently also included portions of what became the 

Westminster Tract, immediately to the southwest of the Driving Park, as both were opened for development at 

the same time. The final race at the Syracuse Driving Park was scheduled for October 1889, but Smith began 

work in September by removing the fence that surrounded the Driving Park. Work began in earnest immediately 

after the final race on October 12, 1889, and by October 20 the grandstand had been torn down and the streets 

were being graded.13 The timing of the sale was remarkably convenient, as it came just a month after the Genesee 

& Water Street Railroad announced plans to build a new streetcar line down Westcott Street and coincided with 

the grading of new access streets.  

By September 1889, Westcott Street had been extended to the south, while Croton Street (now Euclid Avenue) 

was opened from the east and Syracuse University. With the two principal axis roads of Westcott Street and 

Euclid Avenue now connecting Genesee Street to the north and the University to the west, and with the streetcar 

providing access along Westcott Street and soon, along Euclid Avenue, the area was ready for development. 

Residential Real Estate Development

Except for a few blocks, such as those along East Genesee Street and the adjacent blocks of Columbus Avenue 

and Westcott Street, nearly all the tracts that comprise the district were targeted originally to buyers of moderate 

means. In the years shortly before and after World War I, more affluent buyers could purchase more substantial 

lots and build architect-designed houses in the nearby garden suburbs of Berkeley Park and Scottholm. 

11 Syracuse Courier, July 18, 1868. 
12 “Stable and Track,” The Syracuse Standard, June 6, 1889. 
13 Our Booming Town, Farms and Tracts on All Sides Dotted With Residences,” Syracuse Standard, September 12, 1889, page 4; “A 
Horseman’s Reminiscences: Recalling the Cracks Which Made Their Murk In Syracuse Driving Park,” Syracuse Standard, October 
20, 1889.,."A person visiting the Syracuse Driving Park to-day would hardly recognize it as the place where only about a week ago the 
Association finished one of its most successful meetings," said a well-known horseman, who has spent the greater number of his years 
following up the races and keeping track of the trotters, to a STANDARD reporter last night. "The fences have all been taken down, 
the grandstand which has groaned under the weight of excited crowds has been removed and streets have already been laid out and 
workmen with horses and plows are rapidly grading them. It's all right, of course, for the city to grow and all that, but when they have 
completed the work of cutting up the park into building lots, they will have succeeded in wiping out of existence a track that has 
turned out more famous horses than any other track in the State.”  
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The city’s wealthier citizens by the 1870s were already beginning to look outward to the urban periphery and 

building houses that reflected their tastes and income. By the mid-to-late 1880s, however, real estate brokers and 

investors were recognizing the new market for single-family houses owned by families of more modest 

resources, the new professional and managerial class. This impulse drew from several factors, including the 

rapidly swelling population in the city that created an enormous increase in demand for rental houses and 

apartments, streetcars that allowed suburban residents to commute easily and inexpensively to the city for a job, 

and changes in real estate financing that allowed real estate loans of smaller amounts for single houses. All of 

these were national trends, not particular to Syracuse, but the several Westcott tracts of the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries manifested the new impulse to a high degree. One can see large numbers of the earliest 

of these modest houses, built around 1890 as simple versions of the Queen Anne style, on the small lots on the 

500 block of Columbus Avenue (originally South Park), the 700 block of South Beech Street, and Dell Street.  

 

As early as 1885, the Syracuse Post-Standard observed that “There seems practically to be no such thing as 

supplying the demand for low-priced houses, especially those sold on the installment plan.”14 At this early date, 

when the suburbs were in their infancy, this statement may have been more real estate hype than a fully formed 

reality, but it indicated the direction that real estate in Syracuse was heading. A decade later, for example, as the 

tracts in the Westcott area were beginning to be developed, the Syracuse Standard noted that “There is an 

increasing demand for small building lots on the part of people of moderate means which indicates a growing 

tendency on the part of such people to own their homes.”15 Five years later, the trend was continuing strong:  

The transfers of city property include large numbers of small parcels, many of them being single vacant 
lots.... The majority of the deeds during the week have not involved large sums of money and for the most 
part consist of transactions where parties purchase small houses of modern construction for a home. The 
real estate dealers are confronted every day with many people who propose to own their own home and 
the transactions involving about $3,000 are in the majority.16 

Bank loans in the nineteenth century most often focused on commercial properties for those of means, not for 

homeowners with modest incomes. Builders and developers often allowed buyers to purchase their properties 

14 “Artists and Architects, Results of Their Summer’s Work and Play – Houses in Progress,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), 

September 27, 1885. 

15 Syracuse Standard, March 21, 1897. 
16“Much Dealing This Summer,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), August 24, 1902. 
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on an installment plan, typically with six percent interest, though they were often balloon loans. This meant that 

the buyer made interest payments on the loan amount only, with full payment for the house due at the end of the 

term. The term of a loan, meanwhile, was considerably shorter than modern loans, often five years at most. With 

the back-loaded loan payment plans, homeowners risked foreclosure if they could not afford the final payment, 

a not infrequent occurrence.

Many Americans took to the mutual association plan, commonly known as building and loan associations, later 

savings and loans. These were private, membership organizations that pooled the savings of the individual 

members; once the association had sufficient funds, it would provide loans to its members for home purchases on 

more liberal terms than most developers or banks could offer. Syracuse was relatively late in gaining building 

and loan associations, with the first organizations formed in the 1880s. By 1898, the city had only twelve building 

and loan associations. A newspaper report at the time was careful to describe the new building and loan 

associations not as banks of deposit, but as savings institutions. “The object is to encourage systematic savings 

and to furnish a safe and profitable method of investing the savings of its members; to aid in obtaining homes by 

means of small monthly payments which otherwise would go for rent.”17  

 

A financial panic in 1901 created a business slowdown throughout the nation. Sales of lots in the several 

Westcott-area tracts slowed to a crawl. As the Post-Standard noted in the autumn of 1902, real estate is the “first 

to feel the effects of hard times and last to recover. The condition of the real estate market in Syracuse has been 

very unsatisfactory in recent years.”18 By 1910, the pace of sales of inexpensive houses in the Syracuse area was 

picking up once again. Under the title of “Demand for Cheap Houses Surprises Syracuse Builders,” the Post-

Standard announced that “Nearly 100 cheap houses have been sold during the summer, and now there is a 

scarcity in some sections.” The target price range for these buyers was approximately $2,500, the approximate 

cost to build a “good cottage house of seven or eight rooms.” The profits were low, approximately ten percent, 

but money could be made on volume. Builders and developers were willing to work with buyers of moderate 

means by offering installment payments, typically involving a down payment of approximately a hundred dollars 

and monthly payments of approximately fifteen dollars, with six percent interest charged on the principal.19

17 “Trade and Mercantile Center,” Syracuse Herald, July 30, 1898, Supplement page 9. See also “Getting to Know Your Early 

Twentieth-Century Neighborhood,” 239. 

18 “A Good Business Proposition,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), September 26, 1902. 
19 “Demand for Cheap House Surprises Syracuse Builders,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), September 1, 1910. 
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As the population of Syracuse grew through the early twentieth century, the construction of new houses generally 

kept pace, with tracts filling in Westcott and other sections of the city. During World War I, however, contractors 

held off from most building projects and construction of new homes backed up. By the spring of 1922, the 

housing shortage became acute and contractors were urged to build as quickly as possible, with a focus on 

moderately priced houses. As the Syracuse Herald noted in reporting on the housing shortage: 

In the university and upper James street sections, and also at Eastwood, building is picking up. But too 
many of the houses now being put up are too expensive and are of too elaborate type. Instead of elaborate 
houses costing $10,000 to $12,000, the city should have houses of simpler design, but of substantial type 
which will meet the needs just as well and cost on $5,000 to $7,000.20

By the end of the year, the Herald was pleased to report, real estate officials claimed that the business of the city 

had shown a marked improvement over 1921:  

One outstanding reason for this they assert, is the supply and demand for moderate priced homes which 
has reached a tone much nearer normal than last year. They say the majority of persons seeking homes 
are on the lookout for $7,000 to $8,000 houses. There was a marked scarcity of these from the close of 
the war until the opening of the spring season this year. Construction on suburban property is reported 
going on without abatement and there are daily reports of lot sales in new building tracts.21

By the time the effects of the Great Depression were felt in the early 1930s, the district had been fully developed. 

That homogeneity of development is the dominant defining characteristic of the University-Westcott District. 

Those are areas developed after World War II, even when they were platted earlier, have a different character. 

Lot sizes change, house designs are different, driveways and garages are more prominent, and there are few 

sidewalks. While still part of the city, these areas follow post-World War II suburban design models. Within the 

District, however, the norms of pre-war development are more closely adhered to on those lots which had not 

been previously developed. Infill houses of the 1950s and 1960s, while stylistically different, conform mostly in 

setbacks, scale, and massing, to the earlier buildings which surround them. The biggest divergence is the 700 

block of Westmoreland Avenue, which was entirely built up in the 1950s, and while geographically part of the 

20 “Syracuse Needs 2,000 Moderate Priced Homes, Real Estate Men Report,” Syracuse Herald, April 16, 1922, Real Estate Section 
page 7. 
21 “1922 Good Year for Realty Men Despite Slump,” Syracuse Herald, December 31, 1922, page 25. 
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Westcott neighborhood and just a stone’s throw from the Levy school (formerly Nottingham High School), its 

development and design is linked to new building in the Meadowbrook area (Photo 29).  

  

Tract Development

Most of the major tracts that form the district were platted from 1889 through the 1890s, following the removal 

of the Driving Park, with much of the construction of houses taking place from 1900 through 1930. There were 

several small-scale tracts beginning in the 1870s, however. These early tracts extended from the northwestern 

edge of the neighborhood along the existing corridors of East Genesee Street and South Beech Street, where 

houses had been built by the 1840s and 1850s. East Genesee Street, which lies to the north of Westcott, was an 

important and well-traveled corridor leading east from Syracuse, and South Beech Street was a well-established 

road extending southeast from East Genesee Street through agricultural lands. These early neighborhoods were 

still semi-rural, and their unpaved streets connected to the city by way of the east-west arteries of Madison, East 

Genesee, and Fayette Streets.   

 

The earliest of these tracts, Babcock and Truair, were platted in 1875 and 1876, respectively. The Babcock Tract 

is a small parcel that occupies a portion of the triangular space formed by East Genesee Street and South Beech 

Street. The tract contains lots that front on the west side of Cherry Street from Genesee Street to South Beech 

Street, on the east side of Cherry Street from Genesee Street to Madison Street, and on both sides of Madison 

Street from Cherry Street to South Beech Street. The lots that front on South Beech Street surround the small but 

historic Lodi Cemetery which predates the development. The Truair Tract was developed by J.G.K. Truair, a 

prominent Syracuse businessman and long-time business manager of the Syracuse Journal. At some point prior 

to 1876, Truair purchased land along Bassett Street, which was at that point a small private road that extended 

south from East Genesee Street east of the intersection with South Beech Street. In 1876, he filed a plat map of 

the Truair Tract, which included twelve lots, each 40 feet wide, on the east side of Bassett Street, and eighteen 

irregularly sized and shaped lots between Cherry Street and Bassett Street, extending south to South Beech Street. 

This tract abuts the earlier Babcock Tract to the east.   

 

By the time of the 1877 map of Syracuse, these neighborhoods formed a small network of streets that lined the 

triangular space created by the oblique intersection of East Genesee Street and South Beech Street: Cherry and 

Bassett Streets running north and south between East Genesee and South Beech Streets, with Madison Street 

extending east from South Beech Street (Figure 3). These early development tracts featured lots that were often 
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larger and more irregular than the later development tracts of the 1890s and 1900s, which were laid out primarily 

in a series of consistent orthogonal grids with narrow 40-foot-wide lots.  

 

Two other small tracts near these original developments were filed in the mid-1880s. The June Tract, consisting 

only of the southern portion of Bassett Street, south of the earlier Truair Tract, with a single long block extending 

north from South Beech Street, was filed in October 1884. The Campbell Tract, adjoining the June Tract to the 

east, was filed in 1887; this tract consists of both sides of South Park Street between Dell Street to the south and 

Hawthorne Street to the north, and Hawthorne Street between Westcott Street and Bassett Street. The lots were 

irregularly shaped, with the lots on the east side of South Park Street extending to Westcott Street. By 1892, these 

lots had been divided to allow frontages on both South Park and Westcott, with the lots facing Westcott Street 

nearly fully developed with houses. Aside from these two small developments, there was little activity in the 

district through the 1880s. The decade from the late 1880s into the 1890s, however, saw a wave of suburbanization 

that included the closing of the Driving Park and the extension of streetcar lines through the area, as numerous 

developers arrived to create new neighborhoods on what was then largely open land. While the original tracts and 

early developments began with distinctive names and identities, these quickly faded through the integration of 

streets, transport, parks, schools, and other community building endeavors. 

 

Most of these developments are in the western section of the district, to the south and southwest of the original 

developments near East Genesee Street. Several of these are small tracts, consisting of only a handful of blocks. 

These include the Helmer Tract, located on the west side of the oblique intersection of South Beech Street and 

Westcott Street and consisting of thirty-seven building lots: the Hayden Tract, consisting of twenty-five lots on 

the west side of South Beech Street, and the Hopper Tract, adjoining the Hayden Tract to the south and consisting 

of sixty-two lots. Like the initial tracts located in the northwest corner of the district, these small tracts feature a 

relatively small number of lots of various sizes and shapes. 
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Ad for the Hayden Tract, undated (probably 1890s). Collection of OHA

In addition to these small developments, three other major tracts were filed in 1889 and which helped to establish 

the pattern which now characterizes the district: many small lots, mostly uniform in size, typically 40 feet wide 

on a generally rectilinear grid, that could be purchased inexpensively and could allow houses of only modest 

sizes. These larger tracts are spread throughout the district. 

On the western edge of the district, the Westminster Tract has a distinctive park set in the center on top of a 

prominent hill with a commanding view of Syracuse University and the city beyond. The tract originally extended 

from the west side of Ackerman Avenue in the west to the west side of Westcott Avenue, and from the north side 

of Clarke (now Clarendon) Street to the north side of Broad Street and included two blocks on the south side of 

Broad Street between Ackerman to Lancaster Avenues. The original plan was vast, including 681 lots. It makes 

use of the topography of the site, which includes a tall drumlin in the center, with the grid pattern broken by what 

are now Buckingham Avenue and Westminster Avenue angling to accommodate the gentler slope on the south 

side. In early May 1890, the owners and developers of the Westminster Tract, Henry H. Loomis and Welton B. 

Ostrander, conveyed 286 lots of the tract to the University Homestead Tract Association in return for a mortgage 
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for $118,000.22 According to the 1891 revised plat, the Westminster Tract extended west only to the east side of 

Lancaster Avenue, and south to the north side of Broad Street. The western section of the original Westminster 

Tract was then divided into the University Heights Tract, consisting of approximately forty acres.23 As revised, 

the Westminster Tract includes 426 individual lots, in addition to the park at the center. A marketing campaign 

began in the fall of 1891, which emphasized sidewalks, shade trees, stone gutters, and nearby electric streetcars 

on both East Genesee Street and Croton (now Euclid) Avenue.

View of Westminster Hill and Euclid Avenue with streetcar, early 1900s.

Construction in the Westminster Tract was slow into the early twentieth century, and in a mortgage foreclosure 

lawsuit brought by the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York against the developers, the property passed 

to the Mutual Life Insurance Company for $26,000. As late as 1908, only scattered houses had been built in the 

Westminster Tract. By 1909, however, a new owner began to develop the tract. The Tuxill Realty and 

Improvement Company of Auburn apparently purchased the land from the Mutual Life Insurance Company of 

22 “Real Estate Transfers,” Syracuse Evening Herald, May 5, 1890.
23 “On the Highest Peak, A Large Resort Hotel to be Built on the Top of Lookout Park,” Syracuse Daily Standard, February 26, 1891, 

page 4.
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New York, and in June 1909, announced a new public auction of lots in Westminster. Sales were brisk, with 

several of the new owners intending to build their houses during the summer and fall of 1909.24 Lots began at 

$190, with twenty lots “especially adapted for bungalow sites,” and Tuxhill offered financing: ten percent down 

and five dollars per month, with discounts offered for cash payments.25 By early 1910, Tuxhill announced that 

106 lots had been sold, with eight houses having been completed and five more to be started in 1910. In the 

summer of 1910, Tuxhill announced that it had purchased other lots elsewhere in the state and began selling the 

remaining Westminster lots for a twenty-five percent discount.26 These incentives were successful, and by the 

1924 map of Syracuse, nearly all of the lots had been developed; only a handful of lots on Buckingham and 

Westminster Avenues remained undeveloped through the late 1930s.

The Easterly Tract is located on the east side of the district and is a large development, with eleven complete 

blocks and one partial triangular block formed by South Beech Street. Developed by one of the city’s most 

prominent real estate brokers and developers, Byron Fellows, the Easterly Tract was planned initially to include 

both sides of Westmoreland and Cumberland Avenues, and the east side of what is now Fellows Avenue (initially 

Crowther Avenue), from what is now Clarke Street in the north to Broad Street in the south. Within one month, 

the tract map was amended to include both the east and west sides of Fellows Avenue. The proposed tract was to 

be densely settled, with 429 narrowly spaced lots. Fellows Avenue, at the center of the tract, was named for the 

tract’s developer.27 The initial advertisement for the tract was on May 1, 1889, which noted that lots were for sale 

on the Easterly Tract, “near the Driving Park and street cars.” The available lots measured 40 feet wide by 123 

feet deep, with graded streets and lots, and were available on a monthly installment with no interest.28 After this 

initial soft opening, the real estate firm of Jones and Stinard held a public auction on June 11, 1889. The auction 

included 400 lots.  

By the time of the 1892 map of Syracuse, no houses within the tract had been built. The pace of construction 

picked up later in the 1890s and early 1900s, however, and by the 1908 map of Syracuse the tract had scattered 

houses, particularly on Westmoreland and Fellows Avenues, primarily in the block between Montana and Broad 

24 “Big Sale of Lots, Land East of University Hill to Have Many New Homes,” Syracuse Herald, June 27, 1909, Section 3, page 1. 
25 “Saturday’s Sale at the Westminster tract,” (Advertisement), Syracuse Herald, June 28, 1909, page 11. 
26 “The Westminster Tract Will Be Sold At 25% Discount,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), July 29, 1910, page 5; “Well Pleased with 

Results of Real Estate Sale,” Post-Standard August 6, 1910, page 16. 
27 “B. F. Fellows, Sr. Dies Suddenly,” Herald (Syracuse, NY), December 1, 1915, page 3. 
28 Syracuse Standard, May 1, 1895, p. 12. 
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Street. The house at 505 Fellows Avenue has distinctive decorative gables, windows, and applied decoration. 

Probably built in the late 1890s, it has traditionally been said to be the Fellows house, but there is no evidence for 

this (Photo 71). It is possible that developer Byron Fellows built this house (probably the house number 619 

Fellows on the 1908 Hopkins Map), as a model home on the tract, but city directories show other occupants

(Figure 7-9). The house at 200 Dakota Street has Italianate massing indicating that it may be one of the oldest 

houses on the tract (Photo 69). As late as the early 1920s development remained sparse in the tract, but by the late 

1930s nearly all the lots north of Dakota Street were occupied by houses. In 1924, F. A. Ray advertised that he 

had purchased “blocks 31 and 34 of the Easterly tract, comprising 66 lots on Cumberland Ave, extending from 

Euclid Ave South, crossing Montana St, to Dakota St.”  

 
The lengthy ad went on to describe the appeal of the tract, as:
 

“the only unbroken tract remaining in the Euclid Ave section. Ideally situated for home building--not too 
high for convenient access, yet commanding, extended view--no old houses tomorrow the scene. Every 
lot good size--40 feet or wider, averaging 125 feet deep-just write for the modern home in garage.
 
Ripe for building--the entire section east from Westcott St, to and including West Moreland Ave, is now 
practically built. Pavements extend from common center two within one block of Cumberland Ave on 
Euclid and two short blocks at Montana end Dakota. Best trolley service within 1350 feet (650 steps) on 
Euclid. Direct communication with E Genesee--salt springs section over new pavement on fellows Ave. 
New Nottingham high school four blocks away. Three churches close at hand. Stores of all kinds within 
easy reach. Sewers (both storm and sanitary) now being laid; grading already assessed; Sidewalks to 
follow promptly. Reasonable restrictions to protect the homeowner. It's an ideal place to build.29 

 

South of Dakota Street, however, the tract had been amended to make room for a new boulevard, Meadowbrook 

Road, to swing through the southernmost blocks as it angled to the northeast toward the Scottholm Tract. The 

advent of the Great Depression in the 1930s put a halt to most new residential construction in the area and several 

blocks of the Easterly Tract remained unbuilt until after World War II. At that time, the area was developed with 

smaller houses, often only one-story in height. The street plan of the tract is integral to the Westcott District, but 

many of these houses in the southern section of the Easterly Tract were not built until the 1950s and include many 

examples of ranch and split-level houses. Though platted as part of the original tract in 1889, because the houses 

were not constructed until much later and were built in a different style, this section is not included in the district. 

Immediately north of the Easterly Tract, the Fairview Tract was already platted in 1892. This extended east of the 

Allen Street houses all the way to the city line at Cumberland Avenue and included the newly planned and named 

29 “A Good Place to Build,” advertisement from F. A. Ray in Syracuse Herald, July 26, 1924, p. 25. 
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streets of Fellows, Westmorland, and Cumberland Avenues. These streets, which were located several blocks east 

of the streetcar, developed later and were still entirely empty in 1908. By 1924, when the area was referred to as 

the Fairview Re-Subdivision (1924 Hopkins map – Figure 1 & 10), the northern parts nearest Genesee Street were 

built up, and the Nottingham High School had just been erected. After 1929, growth slowed to a near standstill. 

The proposed full length of Cumberland Avenue was never laid over or cut through the drumlin east of 

Westmoreland Avenue, and nothing was built on the steep hill of the 600 block of Westmoreland Avenue until 

the 1960s.

The final major tract to be filed in the 1880s was the Hillsdale Tract (1889), in the center of the district and 

occupies much of the original Driving Park grounds. L.D.V. Smith purchased the Syracuse Driving Park from 

Stephen Bastable in 1889 with the intent of converting the land to residential development. The name of the tract 

came from Smith’s partner, Wickliffe Hill, the owner of a one-third share of the property. While the sale was 

completed in the summer of 1889, the Driving Park Association was permitted to complete its 1889 racing season 

before work began. The plat for the tract was filed on October 4, 1889, with construction beginning later that 

month.

Ad for Hillsdale Tract, Daily Standard, January 19, 1891

As originally planned, the Hillsdale Tract extended from the east side of Westcott Street to the west side of Allen 

Street, and from the north side of Clarke Street in the south to the north side of Phelps Street (now Harvard Place, 

which was changed in 1912). It was a medium-sized tract for the area, with 138 lots. What is now Concord Street, 

designed as a boulevard with a center median, was originally a plain street known as Wickliffe Street. The 

Hillsdale Tract was amended in October 1893; the number of lots was reduced slightly to 132, which was 

accomplished by reorienting the westernmost lots that originally faced Westcott Street to face only the cross 
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streets. As finally developed, the westernmost lots between Harvard Place and Victoria Place continue to face 

Westcott Street, while the westernmost lots in the southern two blocks face Victoria Place, Concord Place, and 

Clarke Street. In addition, the median was placed in Concord Place, as currently exists. The 200 block of Clarke 

Street was opened in 1914 when the city seized the Allen Street property of John M. Stever to extend Clarke 

Street through to Fellows Ave.30

In early 1891, the real estate agents Pardee & Smith announced that a group of thirty-two investors had created a 

syndicate to purchase the entire Block 2, which included the south side of Phelps Street (now Harvard Place) and 

the north side of Victoria Place. Designed as a promotion for the Hillsdale Tract, the syndicate of thirty-two was 

then divided into four groups of eight people each; each group of eight then pooled their funds to build a house 

costing $3,000 on one of the eights lots which they owned. The plan was to kick-start the home-building process 

with four high-end houses, encouraging other investors to continue the building process. As the advertisement 

noted regarding the Hillsdale Tract generally, “No houses to be built on this property costing less than $2,000, 

which insures you of its being always desirable.” As an additional inducement to prospective home builders, the 

advertisement noted that streetcars “run every 20 minutes to the property and early in the coming summer 

ELECTRIC cars will run, carrying passengers to Hillsdale in 10 minutes,”31 Despite an emphasis on minimum 

house prices, the lots mirrored those of the other tracts filed in 1889, being 40 feet wide and arranged on a 

rectilinear grid. 

 

The investment scheme apparently created an early boost to sales. The 1892 map of Syracuse shows four houses 

on Block two, together with six houses on the northside of Phelps Street (now Howard Street). One of these 

houses, on the NE corner of Howard and Allen Streets is one of the finest Queen Anne style houses in the 

Westcott-University District. Sales were far more rapid during the early decades of the twentieth century, 

however, and nearly all the lots had been developed by 1924 except for two contiguous lots on the north side of 

Harvard Place; a house was added to one of these lots by 1938.

The Palmer Tract was located on the west side of Westcott Street between Genesee Street and Dell Street. This 

abutted the northern edge of the Hillsdale Tract that included both sides of Phelps Place (shortly thereafter

renamed Harvard Place). The tract is mentioned by name in some property transactions as early as 1890, but only 

30 “Commission Appointed to Assess Recompense: City Wants Property Owned by J. M. Stever to Open Clarke Street,” Syracuse 
Herald, September 26, 1914. 
31 “4-Four-4, $3,000 Houses Given Away,” Syracuse Daily Standard, January 19, 1891, page 5. 
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a few narrow lots are labeled as “Palmer” on the 1892 Vose map, suggesting that if the Palmers had owned this 

tract in its entirety, they had already subdivided and sold much of it by 1892. According to the 1892 Vose maps, 

the northern third was owned by W. M. Knapp (Figures 4-6). This is where the landmark Babcock-Shattuck 

House would be erected ca. 1895 (Photo 13). 

In the early 1890s, local newspapers reported several land transfers within the Palmer Tract, including mention 

of a land transfer by “Ira A. McCarthy to Caroline M. Palmer, of lot 22, Palmer Tract, Westcott St., city” in 1890. 

In 1893, Louis Waters transferred to Cora Waters lot 16 of the Palmer Tract on Westcott street. Later the same 

year, Kate D. Thorburn transferred to Cora M. Waters lot 17 for $1.00, enlarging her parcel. These examples from 

newspapers, as well as the design and construction of the houses, suggest that the development of the Palmer 

Tract mostly took place from the late 1880s through the 1890s.  

The Westcott Heights Tract, located in the southeastern portion of the district lying immediately west of the 

Easterly Tract, was filed in August 1904. This is a large tract that extends south from Euclid Avenue to the north 

side of Broad Street, and from the east side of Westcott Street to the west side of Miles Avenue. The tract includes 

seven complete blocks and two partial blocks, lying between Lenox Street and Euclid Avenue, and consists of 

234 lots, again measuring 40 feet wide on a rectilinear grid pattern. After initial development including streets 

and sidewalks, the initial public auction of lots began in September 1904 and featured several special streetcars 

to accommodate those attending the auction. Twenty lots, measuring 40 feet wide by 100 feet deep, were sold on 

the first day for prices ranging from $240 to $400.32 The price of lots varied by location, and buyers could put as 

little as ten dollars down, and pay five to ten dollars per month. Improvements included sewer, water, gas, both 

brick and asphalt paved streets, and access by electric streetcars.33 

Despite the burst of initial sales, construction of new houses in Westcott Heights was slow at the outset. By the 

time of the 1908 map of Syracuse, nearly four years after lots were first put up for sale, only seventeen houses 

had been constructed. The pace of construction picked up considerably during the 1910s, however, particularly 

on the northern blocks which were closest to the streetcar line on Euclid Avenue; these blocks were largely 

developed by 1924. The southern and eastern blocks, however, still had spotty development. Two churches had 

also been built in the northern blocks of Westcott Heights by 1924; Erwin Methodist Church at the southwest 

32 “Women after Building lots, Many of Them Patronize Sale at Westcott Heights,” Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), September 13, 

1904 
33 “This Proposition Made to Introduce you to that Beautiful Tract of Land Known as Westcott Heights,” (advertisement), Post-

Standard (Syracuse, NY), October 8, 1904, page 11. 
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corner of Euclid and Roosevelt Avenues, and Saint Albans Episcopal Church at the triangular lot formed by 

Lenox Street and Strong Avenue, which was a continuation of the original South Beech Street. By 1938, more 

lots had been built but remained spotty, particularly at the southern end of the neighborhood. 

The four large tracts described above—Westminster, Westcott Heights, Easterly, and Hillsdale—form the nucleus 

of the district and define its general characteristics. These include closely spaced narrow lots, primarily on a grid 

pattern, each featuring a two-story frame house for either one or two families. As with the earlier tracts located at 

the northwestern corner of the neighborhood, tracts filed and developed in the 1920s and 1930s varied slightly 

from this pattern, often with irregular lots without the strict grid pattern or with slightly larger houses. Throughout 

these more recent neighborhoods that were still built within the period of significance, however, density remained 

high and the houses, while occasionally giving signs of being designed by architects, retain a similarity of scale. 

Several of these tracts surround the core of the district. 

According to an 1892 map, a sizable parcel of land was owned by H. M. Carter between East Genesee Street and 

Hawthorne Street, facing Westcott Street on the east, and abutting the Solomon Rosenbloom tract on the west. In 

1892, this tract had one brick structure near the center of the parcel, presumably the Carter house facing toward 

E. Genesee Street (the extant masonry Italianate house at 1924 East Genesee St.) A wooden house facing Westcott 

Street was built at the southern edge on a rectangular lot and separated from the main parcel, and is assigned on 

the map to S. S. Carter at 320 Westcott St. The area north of this house halfway to East Genesee Street was 

subsequently subdivided into rectangular lots facing Westcott Street and mostly developed by 1900, and no later 

than 1908, when four additional houses are shown on the Hopkins map. Three of these survive at 312, 316, and 

318 Westcott St.  

The brick house facing East Genesee Street appears to have been enlarged by 1908, and the frontage on East 

Genesee Street was divided into lots, but none had been developed at that date. By 1924, the two corner lots had 

been combined and a large masonry house was erected, located today at 1930 East Genesee St. A house was built 

on the westernmost lot of the Carter Tract, set back far from the street and next door to the original brick house. 

This is probably the unusual wood and cobblestone house at 1920 East Genesee St. 

 

The Rosenbloom Tract was initially developed in the mid-1890s. Daniel Rosenbloom was one of Syracuse’s 

leading businessmen, the most prominent of several sons of Solomon Rosenbloom who came to prominence with 
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a wholesale shoe and boot business that soon became the city’s first department store. Daniel Rosenbloom was a 

public figure, serving on the Syracuse School Board while his name was regularly floated as a candidate for 

Mayor, and headed several charitable efforts throughout the city. In the 1890s Rosenbloom turned his attention 

to the new neighborhoods then emerging on the east side, hiring prominent Syracuse architect Charles Colton to 

design three speculative houses on Westcott Street in 1893, costing approximately $3,000 each.34 Several years 

later Rosenbloom teamed with a different architectural firm, composed of Wellington Taber and F.C. Draper, to 

develop several houses on Columbus Avenue. Rosenbloom’s tract incorporated a portion of what had been the 

Campbell Tract, platted in 1887 which consisted of both sides of South Park Street (now Columbus Avenue) 

between Dell Street to the south and Hawthorne Street to the north, and Hawthorne Street between Westcott Street 

and Bassett Street. The lots were irregularly shaped and by 1892 had been divided to allow frontages on both 

South Park and Westcott. In the late 1890s and early 1900s, Rosenbloom began acquiring lots on what was by 

then Columbus Avenue. By 1908, Columbus Avenue was identified as the Rosenbloom Tract. It is unclear the 

degree to which Rosenbloom developed the entire street. His presence, however, with the types of houses which 

he was having built, drew other businessmen to the street. Among these the most significant was Gustav Stickley 

who in 1900 purchased a house at 438 Columbus Avenue. The interior of the house was badly damaged by a fire 

in 1901. Later that year, Stickley hired the Syracuse architect Gordon Wright to develop plans for the interior that 

mirrored Stickley’s designs for furniture and furnishings; the first floor of Stickley’s house then served as an 

example of his recommendations for the integration of architecture and furnishings. 

The Pennock Tract also attracted established upper-middle-class professionals who could afford to build their 

own homes on newly available lots, or to rent or purchase homes from real estate developers. James W. Pennock 

developed his tract, the core of which is now the 400 and 500 blocks of Allen Street, between Harvard Place and 

East Genesee Street, over the course of more than a decade in the early twentieth century. It initially consisted of 

four large lots that fronted on East Genesee Street and thirty-nine lots fronting on Allen Street that varied in width 

from 45 to nearly 75 feet. Rather than creating streets and laying out lots to be sold to individual home builders 

as in the district’s other tracts, Pennock built speculative houses that he could then rent or sell. He developed and 

built on a grander scale than was the norm in some of the adjoining development tracts. On January 13, 1904, the 

City Clerk’s office announced assessments for a five-foot cement sidewalk to be built on both sides of Allen 

34 “Daniel Rosenbloom’s Enterprise,” Evening Herald (Syracuse, NY), July 3, 1893, p. 7. It is not possible to identify these houses 

with certainty. The 1892 map does not show the Rosenbloom tract bordering Westcott Street. given what we know of Colton’s style, 
the cost of the houses, and the available lots on Westcott Street in 1893 they are probably 321, 323, and 327 Westcott Street. 
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Street “from the north line of Concord place to a point 400 feet north of the south line of the lands of J. W. 

Pennock, and on both sides of concord place from Allen street to Westcott street.”35  

Pennock sold these new houses ready-built beginning in approximately 1902. These larger lots featured 

impressive houses by the firm of Archimedes Russell, one of Syracuse’s most prominent architects. 

Mr. Pennock has developed Allen street extensively during the past four years and he will build a number 
of houses this year. His own residence stands at East Genesee Street and Allen streets and directly south 
of his house he has built not less than a dozen residences of modern architecture.36

An excellent example is the large 430 Allen Street, which has similar features to other houses designed by Russell 

and is therefore attributed to the architect. Local architects Gaggin and Gaggin designed 420 Allen Street.37 Many 

of these houses were called “Colonial” when they were built, probably because of the inclusion of classically 

inspired elements including columns and Palladian windows. These houses were still built to allow for live-in 

servants, and for the most part the larger houses of the 1890s and early 1900s maintain the interior spatial 

arrangements including two front parlors flanking an entrance hall and central dog-leg stair with landing, familiar 

in the larger Queen Anne style houses of the previous decade. Russell’s firm probably designed the substantial 

houses at 437, 440, 444, 445, 450, 455, 460 (south half), 465, 504, 530, and 540 Allen Street. 

Cambridge Street, extending from East Genesee Street south to Harvard Place and lying between Westcott Street 

and Allen Street, was developed individually without a tract. Fanny Curtis owned a strip of land immediately 

west of the Pennock properties on Allen Street between East Genesee Street and Phelps Place (today Harvard 

Place) by 1892, on the east side of what is now Cambridge Street. The west side of Cambridge Street, meanwhile, 

was owned by Syracuse businessman Fred Bastable (Photos 14-15). In the 1892 maps of the area a new street to 

be called Curtis Street was already projected to run between the Curtis and Bastable property as a long unbroken 

street frontage that could be developed for residential use. The street was already called Cambridge Street by 

1901. The pace of development was slow. Harriet Curtis contracted for a $6,000 house in 1904.38 By 1908, only 

four new houses had been erected on the Curtis side of Cambridge Street and there had been little development 

on the western side, now owned by the Bastable Estate. By 1924, however, all the lots on the street were filled.   

35 “City Clerk’s Office,” Post-Standard, January 14, 1904. 
36 “J. W. Pennock to Build at a cost of $10,000,” Post-Standard, April 1, 1905. 
 
37 “Large and Attractive House Planned for Allen Street,” Post-Standard, April 1, 1905, with front elevation drawing. 
38 “A New Cambridge Street House, Mrs. Harriet S. Curtis to Build it at a Cost of $6,000,” Syracuse Sunday Herald, January 16, 
1904, p. 19. 
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The area south of the 100 block of Clarke Street, east of Strong Avenue and north of Euclid Avenue, is called 

"Curtis Land" by the 1924 Hopkins map, possibly named for Harriet S. Curtis who owned a number of lots within 

the area (prior to 1924, the area was unnamed). The east side of the 100 block of Strong Avenue was almost 

entirely built up between 1892 and 1908. This may have been independent of the Curtis family. However, the 700 

block of Allen Street is platted and entirely developed by 1924, and was likely done by Harriet S. Curtis, and led 

to the appellation of the area as “Curtis Land”. The subdivision of the lots and the architecture of the houses,

including a mix of distinctive Arts and Crafts-inflected cottages and an abundance of two-family houses, is similar 

to what is found on Cambridge Street. 

 

Euclid Terrace is a small tract that was first platted and filed in the spring of 1911. Located on the north side of 

Euclid Avenue, it is a triangular tract that was bordered on the west by Westcott Avenue and on the east by Strong 

Avenue which angled from southeast to northwest; it borders to the north on a large lot that also fronts on what 

is now Clarke Street. What is now Euclid Terrace remained vacant and undeveloped through the 1920s, and a 

revised plat was filed in late 1920. The revised tract included a more auto-friendly turn-around at the northern 

end of Euclid Terrace with two lots on the east side and five lots on the west, three of which fronted on Westcott 

Street at the northeast corner of Euclid Avenue. This revision inaugurated the development of the new single-

street tract, which took place through the 1920s. The tract was developed by the general contracting firm of Lane 

& Goes; rather than targeting moderate-income buyers with affordable homes on small lots as was done for the 

earlier tracts in Westcott, Lane & Goes built higher-end homes that had “the individual distinction shown in an 

‘architect-designed home.’”39 Unlike the vast numbers of houses built on most other tracts in the district, these 

houses were frequently described in the local newspapers, often with drawings showing Tudor Revival and 

similarly English-inspired styles. The southern portion of the tract was developed first, and by 1924, included six 

houses that front on Euclid Avenue and one that fronts on Westcott Street. The northern portion of the tract was 

subdivided into building lots through the 1920s, and by 1938, almost the entire tract had been developed, including 

more than twenty houses. 

 

Non-Residential Buildings 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District remains primarily residential, but several non-residential 

buildings including schools, churches, and early fire stations support the neighborhood’s residential character. 

39 “Euclid Terrace Lots Developed,” Post-Standard, May 17, 1925; Herald (Syracuse, NY), April 8, 1928, page 15. 
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These buildings are scattered throughout the neighborhood and have served social, educational, and civic needs 

of the community’s residents from the 1910s to the present. Schools in the neighborhood include the Edward 

Smith School on the corner of Broad and Lancaster Streets (built in 1917; expanded in 1937 and 1982 and 

renovated in 2020); the mid-century Modern Sumner School built in 1953 on Bassett Street (which replaced the 

1898 Sumner School),40 and the original Nottingham Junior High School on Fellows Avenue (designed by Albert 

Brockway and built 1924, repurposed as Aaron T. Levy Junior High/Middle School in 1953).41

The neighborhood first gained a library in 1912, located in the Lawrence Drug Store at 466-468 Westcott Street 

(NW corner with Dell Street) in 1912. The drugstore library was discontinued in 1926, in anticipation of the 

Douglas E. Petit Branch, which opened in a “temporary” space on November 20, 1928, in a first-floor apartment 

at 746 South Beech Street.42 The current mid-century Modern Petit Library on Victoria Place, for which several 

houses were demolished, was dedicated on May 10, 1961.43 (The library is non-contributing due to its age.) 

 

The neighborhood is also home to several places of worship from the earliest years of its development. The Erwin 

Methodist Church, for example, got its start in 1888 in a house at the corner of Hawthorne and Bassett Streets.44

Two years later, the small congregation appointed the Rev. James E. Erwin (1812-1894) its first pastor. The 

congregation relocated twice within the neighborhood, first to the corner of Westcott Street and Harvard Place in 

1897, and then to its current home on Euclid Avenue between Westcott Street and Roosevelt Avenue in 1913, 

which was expanded and substantially rebuilt in the late 1950s. The Olivet Baptist Church also was formed in the 

neighborhood’s early years. Organized in 1889 as an outgrowth from a missionary effort by Immanuel Baptist 

Church in Syracuse, the congregation was formally incorporated in December 1892, and built a wood-frame 

church at the southwest corner of Lexington Avenue and Westcott Street. In December 1905, however, most of 

the congregants elected to disband the church. Some of the congregants joined with Baptists from other churches 

to form Calvary Baptist Church which was incorporated in 1907; their new church building at 1307 East Genesee 

40 “Sumner School Reception,’ The Evening Herald, September. 5, 1898; “Patton Asks $1,945,000 for 3 Schools,” Syracuse Herald-
Journal, March 13, 1953; “New Sumner School will be Dedicated,” Syracuse Herald-Journal, October 26, 1955. 
41 “Three New Schools Will Open Without Nine Pianos and Vocational Equipment,” Syracuse Herald, September 07, 1924. 
42 466-468 Westcott remains in commercial use today with retail on the ground floor and offices in the second story. 476 South Beech 
Street was demolished.  
43“Petit Library Seeks Bigger Building,” Post-Standard, January 27, 1952; “City Set to Build New Petit Branch Library,” Post-
Standard, July 19, 1959. 
44 “1,000 Attend Cornerstone Rites of Two Churches,” Post-Standard, October 5, 1959; “Church Property Sold,” Syracuse Herald 
(September 19, 1897); “Churches,” Syracuse Herald,(February 7, 1914 [announces church dedication]l “Erwin’s Birthday,” Syracuse 
Herald (April 30, 1899); “From Mission to Church,” Syracuse Evening Herald (November 15, 1892), See also Samuel D. Gruber, 
“Syracuse Architect: Justus Moak Scrafford (1878-1947),” My Central New York, (May 13. 2014. On Keck see Cleota Reed, ed. 
Henry Keck Stained Glass Studio 1913-1974 (Syracuse, Syracuse University Press, 1985) 
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Street was designed by Gordon Wright and was first used for worship in January 1908. Sadly, that church was 

destroyed by fire in early 1915. A month later, in February 1915, the congregation purchased a large lot at the 

corner of South Beech Street and Judson Street; by July 1915, the plans for the church by Revels and Hallenbeck, 

both of whom were Syracuse University architecture professors, were approved. The building was completed in 

October 1916. The sanctuary is notable for its three large stained-glass windows, early works by local artist Henry 

Keck, the founder of the Henry Keck Stained Glass Studio.45 In 1970, the name was changed to United Baptist 

Church, when Calvary merged with Temple Baptist Church. In 2018, the small United Baptist congregation gave 

the building to the Vineyard Church, which had been meeting in the social hall for the previous three years.

Other congregations were formed later in the district’s period of significance. Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Church was founded in the early 1920s and met in the Westminster Hall on Lexington Avenue, which was located 

on the site of and incorporated portions of the former Olivet Baptist Church. In 1924, the Eastern District Lutheran 

Synod of Missouri purchased the building from the Independent Order of Odd Fellows on behalf of the Trinity 

Evangelical congregation, and it was remodeled by architect Charles Willsey. The congregation remained in the 

building until 1957, when it commissioned architect Gordon P. Schopfer to design a new church building in 

another Syracuse location.46

The Orthodox Jewish Anshe Sfard congregation was founded in approximately 1907, and in 1917, they built a 

synagogue on what is now McBride Street in downtown Syracuse. In 1950, however, the congregation purchased 

a large house at 2013 East Genesee Street at the intersection with Westcott Street. The building was remodeled 

to serve as a synagogue by adding an entry wing in the (then) modern style to the East Genesee façade. A purpose-

built synagogue for Young Israel was built in 1957 at 2200 East Genesee Street, but this building (designed by 

architect Gordon P. Schopfer) was later transformed into a medical office. Due to substantial changes in its design, 

however, it is a non-contributing building to the district.

45 “Church Doors Open for the First Time,” Post –Standard (Syracuse, NY), January 6, 1908; “Women Escape as Fire Sweeps 

Through Calvary Baptist Church,” Syracuse Herald, January 5, 1915; “Selects Church Site,” Syracuse Herald, February 25, 1915; 
“To Break Ground for Calvary Church Sunday,” Syracuse Herald, July 2, 1915; Syracuse Herald, July 8, 1915; “Ground is Broken 
for New Calvary Baptist Church,” Syracuse Herald, July 30, 1915; “Calvary Baptists in Week of Rejoicing Over New Building,” 
Syracuse Herald, October 8, 1916. 

46 Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), February 10, 1957. 
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A former house at 821 Euclid Avenue is now used for meetings by the Society of Friends. A former house at 825 

Ostrom Avenue now serves as the Syracuse University Chabad Jewish Student Center. Both buildings retain their 

original exterior appearance.

Engine House No. 10, now the Westcott Community Center, located at 826 Euclid Avenue at the corner of 

Westcott Avenue, was built in 1903 (Photo 61). The building served as a firehouse until the 1970s when a new 

station was built on East Genesee Street at Cambridge. There was some political wrangling when the Engine 

House was built. It was the first public building erected in the rapidly expanding east side of the city, and the 

mayor refused to announce its location and approve its construction until Euclid Avenue was fully paved between 

Syracuse University and Westcott Street. The brick building is distinctive. The Flemish-inspired style, perhaps 

the work of architect Gordon Wright, is unique in the area. The connection to Flemish architecture was more 

obvious before the stepped gables were simplified, which probably occurred when it was converted into a 

Community Center.47 

 

The former Syracuse chapter of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, a philanthropic social organization, met 

originally at Westminster Hall on the corner of Hawthorne and Bassett Streets. Then in the summer of 1906, the 

Odd Fellows purchased the former Olivet Baptist Church at the southwest corner of Westcott Street and Lexington 

Avenue, and commissioned architect Charles D. Wilsey to design a new Westminster Hall at the location. In 

1924, the Odd Fellows sold this Hall to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. The building is still extant and 

serves as Saint Luke’s Missionary Baptist Church (located just outside the district’s boundaries).

The Commercial District

The Westcott-University Neighborhood was built as, and remains, primarily a residential neighborhood, with 

multiple streets lined with closely spaced single- and multiple-family houses. While these houses display the full 

range of residential styles of the early twentieth century in their scale, massing, materials, and set-back, they 

create a largely uniform appearance throughout the residential areas. This consistency is set off by the small 

47 An article in The Evening Herald (December 15, 1903) described the opening of the Engine house with a ball attended by 200 
people, “The residents of the upper end of the Seventeenth ward made merry last night at their new fire engine house No. 10 at 
Westcott street and Euclid avenue, which, despite shortage of men in the department, will be put in service to-morrow with a new 
steamer and hose wagon for the protection of the heights in the south-eastern part of the city. Westminster lodge No. 788, I.O.O.F. 
Had charge of the celebration and gave a ball on the spacious apparatus room floor, which was attended by some two hundred 
people.” 
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commercial district which lines both sides of Westcott Street from Dell Street south to South Beech Street, 

comprising some of the 400 block of Westcott and all the 500 block (Photo 11-12 & Photo 40). 

 

Though Westcott Street was laid out in the 1870s, the commercial strip developed in the mid-1920s. First, the 

former Erwin Methodist Church at the corner of Westcott Street and Harvard Place was demolished and replaced 

ca. 1920 by a one-story commercial building, which survives. Then, in the mid-1920s, the demolition of some 

late-nineteenth-century houses allowed the construction of more one- and two-story commercial buildings and 

two gas stations. The gas stations, which signaled the rise of the automobile in the neighborhood, have since been 

remodeled as restaurants. 

 

Some houses were adapted for commercial use, initially by the additions of modest extensions on the ground 

floors bringing the building fronts entirely to the edge of the lot, and then by replacing some earlier structures 

with new purpose-built commercial space.  Two other houses outside the commercial district also had spaces 

adapted for commercial use. These are 1001 Lancaster/ 206 Kensington, which now house a laundromat and hair 

salon, and 748 Westcott Street, where a small grocery store has been in the basement for many decades. 

 

In the 1920s, several houses were demolished and replaced with one and two-story brick buildings for retail.  At 

the NW corner of Dell and Westcott Street, three lots were consolidated and a brick commercial structure was 

erected.  Just south of this, three more lots were consolidated, and a new Art Deco-style A & P Supermarket was 

erected in 1925. Just further south, the Harvard Movie Theater and adjacent commercial spaces were built and 

opened in 1925. Most of the new buildings on Westcott Street were built of brick in a simple but decorative Art 

Deco-style. 

 

By the 1920s, the Westcott-University Neighborhood was a typical American streetcar suburb, and Westcott 

Street developed as a typical neighborhood main street – complete with a movie theater, a five & dime, and an 

A&P Supermarket. While dozens of businesses have come and gone over a century and shopfronts and windows 

have been remodeled time after time, many buildings have changed little and the overall appearance of the district 

has remained constant. 

 

The Harvard Theater (now Westcott Theater) was designed by local architect Howard Yates and opened in 1926 

as the center of a vibrant commercial district serving the immediate neighborhood. In a two-page newspaper 
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spread announcing the theater’s opening, loyalty to local businesses was stressed as the theater was completing 

“the circle of business places necessary to our daily life. The butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker—and now 

the Movie Theater—are here. Come one—come all—patronize these live merchants for their forethought and 

their courage to locate in your neighborhood. They have everything that the downtown merchant has and more: 

‘The convenience of getting what you want near your home.’”48

Two buildings on the east side of Westcott Street south of Clarke Street were added to the commercial strip after 

World War II and are non-contributing. These are among only a handful of buildings added since 1940. Most new 

commercial construction—in the 1960s and 1970s—is on East Genesee Street.  

 

Architectural Significance: Overview 

The buildings that constitute the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District encompass a nearly 

complete range of the various house styles and types that were available to homeowners of all economic levels. 

These include simple gable-front forms, including a small number of mid-nineteenth century houses that pre-date 

the creation of the connected street grids.  

Larger residences executed in popular architectural styles of the late nineteenth and early to mid-twentieth 

centuries include such overall stylistic categories as Queen Anne, Craftsman, Prairie, and the English and Dutch 

Colonial Revivals. There are many distinctive architect-designed houses built in the first quarter of the twentieth 

century that reflect the aesthetics and methods of the Arts & Crafts Movement.

 

Residential architecture in the district reflects not just popular tastes and styles but also the late nineteenth century 

growth of industrialized home construction. This approach included both mass-marketed house plans and the 

prefabricated materials to build those plans, including pre-cut structural lumber, pre-cut boards for wall lathe and 

exterior siding, mass-produced decorative moldings, rails, and other applied architectural ornament; cast and 

molded decorative features; and mass-produced nails, brackets. and other building hardware.

Beginning in the 1890s, a fundamental change occurred in the perception of the ideal family and its housing 

needs. In a reaction to the formal assembly of rooms of the nineteenth century and because of technological 

innovations, new ideals of simplicity and efficiency led to a more informal hierarchy of rooms and reflected the 

48 Post-Standard (Syracuse, NY), April 9, 1926. 
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desire for a more relaxed lifestyle. At the same time, the introduction of central heating, gas hot water heaters, 

indoor plumbing, and electricity increased the cost of construction. One result was the reduction of floor space 

and the use of standardized plans to offset rising construction costs; this adjustment put home ownership within 

reach of the middle class. This can be seen in the reduced size of houses after about 1905, where living space for 

servants and back stairs are less common. Similarly, the advent of electric appliances in homes eliminated the 

need for daily domestic help altogether for many middle-class homeowners.  

A related effect of technological innovations in indoor plumbing and electricity is that these allowed increased 

family separation and self-sufficiency. Many upper middle-class families shifted from live-in domestic help to 

the employment of day help. Architecturally, this trend was expressed in simpler room arrangements. Simplified 

and standardized plans became entrenched in American residential building practices through pattern books.  

Similarly, in the transition from Queen Anne to Colonial Revival styles there was the reduction of interior and 

exterior decoration for ease of maintenance and cleaning, and the increase in the use of flat surfaces made of 

durable materials. By the 1920s, one popular trend in interior design was to paint surfaces – including woodwork 

– in easy to clean light colors. 

The introduction of effective electric lighting may have changed fenestration patterns, but it was the 

standardization of production and construction that had more influence on the reduction of window types within 

a single residence. After World War I, most houses were smaller, with lower ceilings and more standardization 

in windows, porches, and – something new – garages.  

Most houses in the Westcott neighborhood that were built after World War I derive from common patterns 

available from pattern-books, lumber companies, or building contractors. In the 1880s and 1890s these included 

simpler versions of more high-style Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival types, and ample examples of 

these can be found on South Beech Street. After 1900, the common forms were Foursquare, Craftsman, and 

generic Colonial Revival styles, and more pronounced versions of English and Dutch Colonial Revival, all of 

which were aggressively marketed in house magazines, and in house and building supply catalogs. 

 

The Oldest Houses: Upright and Wing, Italianate, and Queen Anne

The earliest house type in the district and a common type throughout the region is the modest upright-and-wing 

house which evolved in New England and upstate New York in the early 1800s. The form combines a two-story 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  

NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District DRAFT Onondaga County, NY 

Name of Property County and State

47 

gable-front house or the 1 ½-story gable front cottage into a simplification of the formal Greek Revival “Temple 

and Wing House.”  Notably, however, since even the farms in the area mostly date from the mid-nineteenth 

century, there are no Greek Revival structures in the district. These could be formerly found only in Syracuse’s 

Downtown and on the Northside, and in nearby villages such as Cazenovia, Fabius, and Skaneateles. There was 

at least one Greek Revival house just outside the district at the intersection of East Genesee Street and Salt Springs 

Road (this was substantially modified in the early twentieth century into the National-Register-listed Burhans 

house, re-designed by Arts & Crafts architect Ward Wellington Ward). Other undocumented Greek Revival 

buildings may have existed along East Genesee Street, but these would have been demolished by the early 

twentieth century to make way for new houses.49

The upright-and-wing house type could be built in stages or all-of-a-piece. Because the Westcott-University 

Neighborhood Historic District was not densely settled until the 1880s and afterward, there are few surviving 

examples, of which 704 South Beech Street, aligned to his older street, is the best. The small upright gable front 

house is more common. These were easy and inexpensive to build but are hard to date, especially if altered. This 

type was probably common among the first builders in the northwestern half of the district in the 1880s and 1890s, 

and many of the houses indicated in the 1892 city atlas were probably of this type. Some would have been 

demolished for larger houses; others may have been moved to better align with the new street grids. Somewhat 

more common to the area when it was farmland are several brick and wood-frame Italianate houses that were 

most likely built in the 1860s and 1870s. These houses were built mostly in the third quarter of the nineteenth 

century and pre-date Syracuse's suburban expansion to the east and the laying out of the new residential grids that 

mark the first new residential developments. The houses primarily faced the existing major travel routes, such as 

East Genesee Street, and these also often indicate the locations of prosperous farms. 

The Italianate Style evolved from the earlier Italian Villa Style, a widespread American rural and suburban 

residential architecture popularized by Alexander Jackson Downing. A popular residential style, it was the most 

common architectural “high” style for a well-designed house in the mid- nineteenth century. Urban versions more 

closely copied Italian Renaissance palazzi. These could be free-standing structures as was usually the case in 

Syracuse and throughout Central New York. Rural and farm versions were loosely based on Italian (mostly 

Tuscan) villa forms, while more recreational rural retreats often included additional wings, more elaborate details, 

and well-ordered gardens. 

49 On Greek Revival structures in the region see Architecture Worth Saving in Onondaga County. (Syracuse: Syracuse University 
Press, c1964.) 
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Italianate houses are especially common in Central New York, since so much of the region underwent rapid and 

prosperous development during just those decades when the style was most popular.  These houses once filled 

the downtown residential streets of Syracuse, and fine examples are still found on most roads leading into the city 

and on the main routes between towns and villages. Italianate farmhouses stood close to the road (though not as 

close as they often seem today, since so many old highways have been widened). They opened onto lawns, 

gardens on the sides, and farm fields and pastures in the rear. Italianate houses could be built of wood, brick, and 

even stone, and are easily recognizable by their distinctive cube-like shape, their overall formal regularity of 

fenestration and applied architectural ornament, and their pronounced cornice. Italianate houses are usually two 

and occasionally three stories high, square or rectangular in plan, with low-pitched hipped, gable, or shed (roof 

with one slope) roofs. Ornamentation can be of pressed metal, stone, or wood ornamentation, or wood with wood 

ornamentation. The most distinctive feature of nearly all Italianate houses is a cornice supported by brackets 

("bracketed cornice") and decorative, projecting window "heads" (above openings). Over time, lower brick or 

wooden additions were added to the rear of these houses, especially for kitchens, laundries, and other work areas. 

As a result, later versions of Italianate houses could be more rectangular in plan (with the shorter side facing the 

street). By the 1870s Italianate houses could also be slightly taller, and often included projecting side window 

bays - all elements that lessened the geometric purity of the cube and added some variety and a hint of dynamism 

to the plan and exterior elevations and competed stylistically with more ornate styles of the Gilded Age. The 

several examples of Italianate houses in the district were originally more isolated structures, probably on much 

larger lots. They survive from the first period of building – their owners would not initially have been reliant on 

streetcars, though streetcar lines would run near most of these houses simply because the lines were built on or 

near the existing roads. 

 

Throughout the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District are several Queen Anne and Stick Style 

houses. These are mostly located on the oldest streets in the district: South Beech, Dell, Columbus, and Westcott 

Streets. These houses mark the neighborhood’s transition – they continue a building pattern already established 

on the west side of the Thornden Estate (now Thornden Park) north of the newly founded Syracuse University 

laid out in the 1870s. Most of the old houses in that area have been demolished due to expansion of the university 

and nearby hospitals.  Many fine houses on the western boundary of the district between Ostrom and Comstock, 

for example, were taken down in the 1980s to build Syracuse University’s Science Center.  Many other houses 

have been leveled for parking lots and parking garages.   
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Perhaps the best-preserved Queen Anne house is 557 Allen Street at the corner of Harvard Place, which pre-dates 

the nearby Pennock development.  The house is especially distinctive because its owners attempt to replicate the 

original color scheme of yellows, golds, greens and reds.50 The treatment accentuates the intact details of the 

variegated siding, ornate porch rails and supports, and door and window frames. Throughout the district many 

houses still retain similar features, but the houses have been painted monochromatically, or worse, the original 

siding and cornices have been covered with vinyl. 

The largest Queen Anne style house in the area is the towered structure at 623 Euclid Avenue at the NW corner 

of Lancaster Avenue. This was built before 1892 by Henry H. Loomis and his son E. L., who were active in 

developing the Westminster Tract in which it is centrally located. This house, one of the oldest in the 

neighborhood, rivaled houses built in the previous decade on West Onondaga Street in size and decoration and 

was surely built to promote development in the area, perhaps in the hope of creating a new upper-class enclave 

in the Westminster tract. The house's impressive qualities recall the short period of neighborhood development 

before the streetcar and subsequent congestion on Euclid Avenue discouraged grand houses. The NR designated 

former Babcock-Shattuck house, built ca. 1895, at the corner of Westcott and East Genesee Streets, is another 

example from this period. It is a transitional house with Queen Anne massing including a dominant corner tower, 

but it also includes many Colonial style elements, including a Palladian window and porch with classical columns. 

Mostly, what we find surviving are more simple houses - sometimes a single gable-fronted upright house that has 

been enlivened with a small corner turret, or a Stick Style porch, or some other intricate detail.

 

Classicism and Colonial Revival Styles  

The turn of the twentieth century was the heyday of the City Beautiful Movement, and from the late 1890s until 

World War I, Beaux-Arts Classicism and a more formal neo-Classicism became favorite styles across America, 

especially for public buildings. In Syracuse, prime examples are the Syracuse University Quad, (begun in 1903), 

the Onondaga County Courthouse (1906) and Temple Society of Concord (1911). Architects of all those buildings 

also worked in the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District, but rarely in the French or Roman 

classical style. The exception was a grand new house designed by architect Albert Brockway in 1910 for developer 

J. W. Pennock at the SW corner of East Genesee and Allen Streets.51 The house was swept by fire in the 1950s. 

50 Susan Martin, “Painting the Town,” Post-Standard, June 11, 1985. 
51 “Work is Progressing Rapidly on Three Palatial Houses in the Seventeenth Ward,” Post-Standard, July 29, 1910. 
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Rebuilt, it retains some of its original features, especially the gray Roman brick and the finely carved marble entry 

arch. Its close resemblance to a Renaissance palazzo was lost in the destruction of its upper story and original 

roof.52

Colonial revival styles were widely used in residential work. Early examples include the many houses developed 

by J. W. Pennock on Allen Street with their distinct classical and Renaissance elements. The Colonial Revival 

style was popular in the early twentieth century as an antidote to the ornate styles of the so-called Gilded Age. 

The Colonial Revival styles signaled for many a return to more stolid values and the purported propriety of an 

earlier time. The style could also be seen as an expression of American “nativism” in an age of massive 

immigration, when whole neighborhoods of cities were transformed by populations speaking different languages 

and cooking different foods. The style also lent itself to standardization of parts. After about 1910, most Colonial 

Revival houses were rectangular in plan, with gable roofs and consistent fenestration. Georgian Colonial Revival 

typically has a three-bay symmetrical facade and a gable or hip roof with brick or clapboard siding. Details may 

include pediments, pilasters, Palladian windows, columned porticos, dormer windows, classical entablatures, and 

doors with sidelights and transoms. A simpler version of the Georgian Colonial Revival is common in Syracuse: 

square or rectangular in plan; 2 ½-stories; a three-bay facade sided with brick or clapboard; a classical columned 

or brick porch with piers; Palladian windows; and a transomed door and a dormer window, which often has 

classical detailing such as pilasters and pediments. Windows on the first floor of the facade are usually larger than 

other windows, and transomed. 

 

Most designs for Colonial Revival houses placed the entrance on a long side which would face the street on an 

ample lot and many such houses can be seen in Scottholm and other local garden suburbs. In Westcott-University 

Neighborhood Historic District, however, where lots are narrow, it was typical to slot pre-designed houses in with 

their short side facing the street and the main entrance moved to the side, usually off the side driveway. This 

arrangement had several advantages, including allowing for a full-width ground-floor porch to face the street, so 

the house and its occupants could engage with the neighborhood. Typically, an exterior chimney would also rise 

on the axis bisecting the narrow gable façade. These chimneys, set close to the street, create an attractive rhythm 

when several similar houses are on the same block, or are even side-by-side or in a series. There are scores of 

examples of this type of house in the district including 637 Allen Street, 639 Allen Street; 240 Cambridge Street, 

246 Cambridge Street; and 115, 119, and 127 Fellows Avenue. A popular continuing variation of the Colonial 

52 “Mormon Church Move to Sell old James W. Pennock Mansion,” Syracuse Herald-Journal, December 4, 1956. 
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Revival style is the Cape Cod cottage, the informal little house that made its appearance in many suburbs in the 

late 1920s, including the outer blocks of the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District. This type 

continued as the most popular house style in America for more than 30 years, and was mass produced in housing 

developments in the post-World War II period. Variants continued to be standard in suburban housing 

developments from the 1950s through the 1980s, and larger versions are still common today.

Dutch Colonial Revival53 

Much like the English Colonial Revival house, the so-called Dutch Colonial Revival House, with its distinctive 

gambrel roof, was popular in the first decades of the twentieth century and is a common house type in the 

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District. As has been well documented, there is nothing Dutch about 

the type and it has nothing to do with Dutch heritage. Daniel Rieff has pointed out: “Although the house type was 

recognized as not found in Holland—while common enough in England —for better or for worse, this house type 

must be called ‘Dutch Colonial,’ as it has been for more than ninety years.”54 These houses are usually identified 

by their gambrel roofs (a roof with two slopes of different pitches on either side of the ridge). Houses of this type 

were typically sided in brick, clapboard, or wood shingles. Classical details may include pedimented porticos and 

doors with sidelights and transoms. A variation of the style is a 1 ½-story cottage with a curved or gambrel roof 

extended to form a front porch.

Architects had made use of the gambrel roof for houses since the 1880s, when they were common elements in 

shingle style houses. There were also some examples beginning around 1900 of the gambrel roof associated with 

"Colonial" elements.  In 1907, the type with a long shed-dormer (rather than several discrete dormers) was defined 

as "Dutch" and presented by architect Aymar Embury II in a house he designed for a Garden City competition. 

The next year, Embury popularized the house type in an article in International Studio (August 1908), “Modern 

Adaptations of the Dutch Colonial,” and in 1913, he published a book, The Dutch Colonial House: Its Origin, 

Design, Modern Plan, and Construction, which forever established both type and name. The style became popular 

throughout the United States but it is possible that after Embury's designation it had a special appeal in New York 

State because of the lingering impact of Dutch settlers from the seventeenth century.  In plan, however, the house 

differed little from the even more common English Colonial gable-roof house, though in many of the Dutch 

Colonial designs the construction of the second floor (bedrooms) and attic were conflated. The gambrel roof,

53 Samuel Gruber, “Going "Dutch": On the Origins of the Ubiquitous Gambrel Roof "Colonial" House.” 
54 Daniel Rieff, Houses from Books: Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950: A History and 

Guide (University Park, PA, Penn State university Press, 2000). 
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where each roof slope is broken into two jointed parts, allowed for more head room on the topmost story in what 

otherwise might have been an attic.  In the larger versions, where the house had two full stories and then a gambrel 

roof, the third story became more usable space - with high ceilings and more light. 

In the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District, the Dutch style is especially evident on Concord Place 

which was mostly developed in the years between 1900 and 1914. A large house at 116 Concord has a gambrel 

cross-gable, and there is a similar house at 120 Concord Place. At the east end of the street, even Arts & Crafts 

architect Ward Wellington Ward adapted the Dutch style in 1910 for the main wing of the Tuck House at 126 

Concord Place, one of his early houses in the neighborhood. Even in the 1910s, the gambrel roof was also being 

employed in more modest designs such as the New Eden and Tucson house models in the Aladdin Built in a Day 

House catalog of 1917. These houses derive from the simple gable-front "homestead" house that was common on 

small farms and more rural lots, but also was an easy-to-build starter home for a family of modest means living 

on a city street. Slightly more robust versions of these homes can be found throughout the Westcott Neighborhood, 

including 712 Lancaster Avenue and 115 Clarke Street. 

 

Arts & Crafts and Craftsman Designs 

In the first decades of the twentieth century, Syracuse was a major center of the American Arts & Crafts 

Movement. Several participants in the movement, including Gustav Stickley, Clarence Congdon, LaMont 

Warner, and Alfred T. Taylor lived in the district, where many Arts & Crafts influenced houses were built. Two 

principal strands of Arts & Crafts architecture can be identified in Syracuse, influenced by two prolific designers: 

Gustav Stickley (1858-1942) and Ward Wellington Ward (1875-1932).  Stickley was especially active in Syracuse 

from 1901 through 1905, when he lived at 438 Columbus Avenue before moving to New York, after which the 

influence of his Craftsman Movement remained strong. The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District 

was the heart and home of the Craftsman Movement and the Craftsman House in Syracuse.

Gustav Stickley was the founder of the Craftsman Workshops and the founder, editor, and publisher of The 

Craftsman magazine from 1903-1916. Stickley lived at 438 Columbus Avenue until 1905, and later returned to 

live in the house from 1917 until his death in 1942.  The house was designed in 1901 by local architect Wellington 

Tabor in a restrained Queen Anne style, but following a fire soon after moving in, Stickley redesigned the interior 

according to his own preferences. He created what is widely recognized as the first Craftsman house interior 
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which was illustrated and fully described in a 1902 article for The Craftsman.55 Stickley was not an architect, but 

he engaged many architects and designers to create and promote examples of what he and others soon called “The 

Craftsman House.” The Craftsman House was more about a general attitude toward building and living and a 

broad aesthetic rather than a particular style, and incorporated concepts of beauty, comfort, simplicity, and the 

integration of indoor and outdoor spaces.56 Thus, many diverse houses can be grouped under the heading. Stickley 

illustrated a wide range of house types in The Craftsman, and his company sold house plans to readers across the 

country.

The Stickley firm’s houses “exhibited a range of quality and price, from inexpensive homes to higher-priced 

models for the upper middle class.”57 The more modest and inexpensive house types soon appeared elsewhere, 

and many of the more affordable models promoted as “Craftsman” were sold by Aladdin, Sears and other full 

house kit providers.58 In the district, the Craftsman ideal was transformed into several popular house types, 

including the Four Square, and various versions of cottages and bungalows. All of these were offered in a wide 

range of builders’ catalogs by 1908 as affordable simple-to-build single-family houses that were devoid of non-

essential decoration and variation and exuded an intimate and homey feel.  

One of the most common of these throughout the district is the Craftsman cottage, sometimes called a Craftsman 

bungalow or semi-bungalow. A version of this house titled “A pleasant and home-like cottage designed for a 

small family,” is described and illustrated in The Craftsman in February 1905.  This type gained in popularity 

soon and continued to be built into the 1920s. It merges first and second floors using high and steep side-gable 

roofs that open with a wide dormer across the house facade. This roof arrangement, and the always-present 

generous ground story front porch, gave these houses a strong horizontal appearance. The type was promoted for 

“suburbs or for a village,” as “it needs plenty of ground around it,” but it was quickly adapted to the narrow lots 

55 Samuel Howe, “A Visit to the House of Mr. Stickley,” The Craftsman (Vol. III, No. 3, December 1902), 161-169. 
56 See discussion of the Craftsman movement and ideals in Gustav Stickley, “The Craftsman Movement: Its Origin and Growth,” The 

Craftsman (Vol. XXV, No. 1, October 1913), 17-26). 

57 Richard Guy Wilson, “American Arts and Crafts Architecture: Radical though Dedicated to the Cause Conservative,” in Wendy 
Kaplan, ed., “The Art the is Life”: The Arts & Crafts Movement in America 1875-1920 (Boston, MA: Museum of Fine Arts, 1987), 
101-131. 
58 On this process see Daniel D. Reiff, Houses from Books: Treatise, Pattern books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-
1950: A History and Guide (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2000. Companies located throughout the 
United States sold and shipped thousands of precut houses annually.  The Sears and Roebuck Company alone offered approximately 
450 designs, and the company’s sales reached thirty thousand by 1925 and nearly fifty thousand by 1930. 
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of the new streetcar suburb developments.  Another version was featured in the June 1905 issue of The Craftsman, 

labeled “A Craftsman Cottage” with the title “A small cottage that is comfortable, attractive and inexpensive.” 

Because this version is wider than it is deep, however, the interior plan was less useful on streetcar suburban lots 

that are 40’ wide or less. 

The interiors of these houses were simple but included relatively open plans on the ground floor and simple 

finishes in dark woods. The ground-floor plan of these houses was more open than Victorian houses of the prior 

generation. There is no parlor; the living room takes up most of the width of the front of the house, and this flows 

directly to a dining room that occupies – with an adjacent kitchen – the rest of the ground floor. Living room, 

dining room, and kitchen all have access to porches, and wire screens door could be left open in warm weather 

for good cross-ventilation. 

 

The exteriors were sided with a mix of shingle and clapboard, or covered entirely in shingle, reminiscent of the 

early cedar shake and shingle style of the late nineteenth century, but on a much more intimate scale. The shingle 

siding, or shingle and clapboard mix, also provided a more rustic feel linking these houses to both rural farm 

buildings and mountain cabins. Many of these Craftsman cottages throughout the district preserve most of their 

original features. Representative examples include: 307 Clarendon, designed by Clarence Congdon; 722, 909-11, 

960, 963, 1048 Ackerman Avenue; 742 Allen Street; 117 Concord; 1009 and 1101 Euclid Avenue; 433, 439 and 

503 Fellows Avenue; 238, 248, 408, Greenwood Place; 201, 202 Strong Ave; 720, 724, 728, 727, and 729 Sumner 

Avenue; and 213 Westminster Place. There are scores of other examples, many retain the general form but vary 

details such as the dormer width, the type of porch supports, the width of overhanging eaves, and the inclusion or 

exclusions of protruding bays. Frequently a row of houses will share the basic form and details, but details such 

as dormers and porches will be changed to create variety. A good example of this is the 300 block of Kensington 

Road (up to 141 Buckingham Avenue)(Photo 56). 

 

Almost equal in popularity in the district to the Craftsman cottage is the American Foursquare house in various 

versions. The origin of this type is unclear, but Stickley published it as a Crafts house type as early as 1903. The 

American Foursquare first made its appearance in the 1890s and enjoyed great popularity as a middle-class 

dwelling, becoming an established fixture of residential neighborhoods prior to the onset of the Great Depression. 

This house type has its origins in the cube-like Italianate house of the 1860s-1880s, the nineteenth-century gable-

front folk house form, and to some extent, the Prairie School style. Versions were also featured in the Craftsman 
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Magazine and were soon widely available through various house catalogs. The typical Foursquare house is a 2 

1/2-story dwelling and features a square or slightly rectangular massing, usually with four square rooms above 

three, square shaped rooms, and an entrance hall with stairs tucked unobtrusively to the side on the first floor. 

Economical and practical to build, the design incorporated a raised basement and a one-story porch across the 

front.  

Many examples were built in the district from about 1900 at least until World War I.  Fine examples include 929, 

932, 943 Ackerman Avenue; 623, 627, 631, 653, 659, 661. 679, and 745 Allen Street; 754 Bristol, 214 Cambridge; 

221-223, 234, 239, 312, 416, Greenwood Place; 205 Harvard Place; 200, 202 Hawthorne; 860, 874-76, 959 

Lancaster Avenue, and 744 South Beech Street. 

 

In the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District, foundations were usually constructed of dressed stone 

or cast block. There is one instance - 877 Lancaster - where the entire foursquare house is built of cast-block. The 

most popular roof forms were the hipped and the gable-front. The roof form often included side and rear attic 

dormers. In its mature form, the design reflects Prairie School style in the low roof, wide eaves, and a horizontal 

emphasis created by a porch spanning the full length of the first story. Commonly built with variations of wood 

framing, the exterior walls can also incorporate stucco, brick, and/or stone masonry.  The American Foursquare 

eventually incorporated a variety of architectural stylistic features, most having references to either the Arts & 

Crafts Movement and Craftsman-influenced windows or porches, or the Colonial Revival style with free classical 

idioms such as cornice returns, dentil or modillion cornices, and Tuscan columns. In some cases, as at 100 

Concord Place, designed by architect Edward Howard, substantial classical decoration is applied to the standard 

Foursquare form. 

 

Prefabricated, “factory-cut” American Foursquare houses could be assembled onsite and were available by mail 

order, and this contributed to the popularity of Foursquare houses.  These houses and other Craftsman types were 

built by individuals on single lots, but in at least one instance were favored by developers of multiple lots. In 

1911, architect Frances J. Worth teamed up with real estate developer William A. Schuyler to design thirteen 

houses on the south side of the 500 block of Clarendon Street that were "artistic in keeping with the surroundings 

as well as convenient and homelike" (Photo 50). The project, announced in the Post-Standard in March 1911, 

said the houses would follow two illustrated models - one a Craftsman type bungalow and the other a typical 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  

NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District DRAFT Onondaga County, NY 

Name of Property County and State

56 

American Foursquare house.59 In fact, most of the houses built (all of which remain today), are variants of the 

foursquare type. Other blocks, however, such as the 200 block of Strong Avenue (Photo 64), seem to have been 

developed favoring the Craftsman cottage type. 

A third type of house that was also promoted by the Craftsman Magazine is the bungalow. These houses share a 

general form, and their squat 1.5 story massing, but most differ in the details. Some only have one habitable story; 

others have a half story above that is large enough for one or two rooms. The term bungalow is derived from 

Bengali, meaning dwelling in that region of India, but a more direct source for bungalow in Syracuse came via 

California and popular publications, such as Radford’s Artistic Bungalows catalog published in Chicago in 1908 

by the Radford Architectural Co., or from Gustav Stickley’s Craftsman Magazine, which also frequently 

illustrated examples of the type.60 As an architectural type, bungalows first appeared in California in the 1890s. 

They evolved from the California Craftsman movement, which sought to preserve simplicity and craftsmanship 

in architecture. The Bungalow style was influenced by other styles including Shingle, Stick, Swiss Chalet, and 

Spanish Colonial. The small but adequate bungalow answered a growing need for low-cost housing and was 

popular in all parts of the country. An additional wave of interest in the gable-front shape grew from high style 

houses of the early twentieth century Craftsman movement. Between 1910 and 1930, this treatment inspired many 

modest bungaloid folk houses. In the heyday of its popularity, the Bungalow style expressed Progressive social 

ideas and even political ideas, as its simplicity was in direct contrast to the over-wrought architecture of corporate 

Gilded Age culture.  Bungalows could be adapted to different budgets but could be built very cheaply.  They 

could be obtained as building kits from popular catalogs, or they could be custom designed by architects, often 

incorporating Arts & Crafts details. The bungalow typically featured a gable-front, side-gabled, or cross-gabled 

roof penetrated by a minimal number of dormers. The typical bungalow is square or rectangular in plan, 1 ½-

story, with horizontal lines. In Syracuse, due to the weather, excavated basements were common, and bungalows 

were built on some form of masonry foundation, usually cast block or brick. Bungalows are faced in brick, wood 

siding, or stone. The first floor is often brick or stone with wood shingles or clapboards in the gables. Exposed 

rafters and battered (tapered) porch supports are characteristic.  Limited stylistic references usually occurred in 

the front porch columns and railing and could include classical or Craftsman elements.  The wide front porch, a 

59 “Spend $50,000 on 13 Houses,” Post-Standard, March 11, 1911. 
60 These have been collected and reprinted in Craftsman Bungalows, 59 Homes from “the Craftsman” edited by Gustav Stickley 

(Mineola, NY: Dover, 1988), featuring articles published between 1903 and 1916.  
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distinctive feature of the ideal bungalow, provided a transition between interior and outdoor spaces.  The interior 

featured an open floor plan at the front of the house and private bedrooms at the back or upstairs. 

No two bungalows in the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District are identical, but some like 106 

Concord Place and 167 Cambridge Avenue are very similar. A selection in the district includes 1015 Ackerman 

Avenue which is a variant of a Sears House (but not purchased from Sears as there is no stamping on the lumber) 

and 1052 Ackerman Avenue, designed by architect Clarence Congdon.61 Their scattered location suggests that 

many of these houses were inexpensive infill buildings. Their variety suggests they were ordered from a variety 

of sources. Other examples include 241 Cambridge Avenue, 1002 Euclid Avenue, 116 Fellows Avenue, 110, 112, 

and 404 Greenwood Place (Photo 32), and 118 and 220 Roosevelt Avenue. By the second decade of the twentieth 

century the term bungalow was being used very loosely to encompass a wide range of simple house types, which 

might be called “semi-bungalow” or “Craftsman bungalows.” For example, a modest cross-gable gambrel roof 

house on Clarke Street from 1912 designed by architect and builder G. Everett Quick is described in the The 

Syracuse Post-Standard of June 22, 1912, as a “semi-bungalow” though there is, in fact, nothing of the 

“bungalow” about the house, except its modest size; a form of simple compact housing with a lot of living space.

One variant of the semi-bungalow is the cottage type house that incorporates cobblestone or rustic stonework into 

its design and structure, sometimes for the chimney, or the chimney and porch, or for the entire first story. 

Bungalow-style houses with cobblestone porches were popularized in the catalogs and magazines. Three different 

models using cobblestone were illustrated in Bennett’s Small House Catalog of 1920. In the Westcott 

neighborhood cobblestones are used for rustic effect in a small number of Craftsman-influenced bungalows and 

cottage-type houses. Examples include 105 Kensington Road, 213 Westminster Place, 110 Kensington Place, and 

1920 East Genesee Street. 

 

Ward Wellington Ward  and Notable Architects 

Ward Wellington Ward designed many houses throughout the Westcott-University District and in these adjacent 

developments. Ward moved to Syracuse in 1908, and his more refined English-influenced architecture dominated 

local Arts & Crafts residential design through the 1920s.Ward, who was born in Chicago of English parents and 

grew up in Detroit, studied architecture at MIT in the 1890s when he met his future wife, Syracuse native Maude 

Moyer. After working in New York City for several years, Ward came to Syracuse and he immediately found 

61 Advertisement for C. S. Congdon, 530 and 536 University Bock, The Post-Standard (September 17, 1910). 
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work through Maude's father, the owner of the Moyer Automobile Works. Between 1908, when he arrived in 

Syracuse as a practicing architect at the age of 33, and 1914, Ward had worked for more than ninety clients, 

designing houses in many of the new residential neighborhoods in the city including University Heights, the 

Westminster Tract, Berkeley Park, and Scottholm. Many of these early houses were modest in scale and were 

intended for members of Syracuse's growing professional middle class, and especially younger couples. After 

1914 Ward's commissions were generally larger and more ambitious and included many of his larger and more 

decorative houses.  

Cleota Reed, an expert on Ward, wrote “Ward and other Arts & Crafts architects were able to explore a wide 

range of eclectic and picturesque ideas and images.”  His houses are of the English cottage type made popular by 

English Arts & Crafts architects like Norman Shaw, Philip Webb, C. F. A. Voysey, and others. He “sought to 

delight the eye and develop mood by careful attention to craftsmanship, and attention he extended to the design 

of the smallest details of every house.”62 

Ward’s earliest work is modest in scale and more in keeping with the Stickley ideal. Some early works, such as 

the Tuck House at 125 Concord Pace, adapt popular Colonial Revival styles, but from 1910 to the early 1920s 

Ward perfected a style that combined the modest scale, relaxed plan, connections to the outdoors, natural 

materials, and hand craftsmanship, championed by the Craftsman Movement. These houses probably were not 

too much more expensive than many of the more formulaic houses built nearby. However, three Tudor-influenced 

houses on East Genesee Street are larger and more opulent in detail.63 In these houses Ward adjusted the common 

(and affordable) technologies and elements by changing their arrangements, mixing materials and colors, and 

adding telling detail. More attention was lavished on the interiors where exposed timber ceilings, tiled fireplaces, 

and other craft details were very evident – especially in the entry halls and stairways, and the living and dining 

rooms. In the 1920s, however, Ward often turned to English Tudor sources – perhaps to satisfy his affluent 

clientele. These later houses are often large and combine Tudor Revival and Arts & Crafts elements. In the 

Westcott-University district examples are at 819 Comstock Avenue, 827 Lancaster Avenue, and 116 Dorset Road. 

 

62 Reed, Cleota. Ward Wellington Ward, Architect: List of Works, 3rd ed. (Syracuse, NY: Arts & Crafts Society of Central New York, 
2002). 
63Samuel Gruber “The Beautiful Ward Wellington Ward Arts & Crafts Houses at East Genesee and Allen Streets,”  My Central New 
York (March 5, 2016), online at: http://mycentralnewyork.blogspot.com/2016/03/ward-wellington-ward-arts-crafts-houses.html  
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Surrounding Ward Wellington Ward and Gustave Stickley and their distinct approaches to architecture were many 

other designers, architects, builders, craftsmen, and decorators. Local architects, such as Alfred Taylor and 

Lamont Warner, also lived in the district and built Craftsman-influenced houses for themselves; Taylor at 422 

Euclid Avenue,64 Warner at 125 Concord Place, and Congdon at 310 Clarendon.  Clarence Congdon, for example, 

continued Stickley Craftsman ideals in a series of simple homes built around 1910, including his own house at 

301 Clarendon Street.  Congdon soon turned to real estate development and was a major participant in the 

Berkeley Park and Scottholm garden suburbs, both adjacent to the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic 

District, and both designated National Register historic Districts.

Multi-family Homes 

The earliest blocks were built with only single-family houses, but in the 1890s, builders made occasional attempts 

to combine traditional houses into a new form of multi-unit residential building. The few examples in the district 

are double-wide houses, similar in appearance to the type of single houses built nearby, and each house was built 

with two apartments for each half. One of these buildings is at 520-526 Columbus Avenue and another is located 

nearby at 315-317 Greenwood Place. These were early experiments with multiple-family dwellings built to the 

scale of single-family houses in the neighborhood. Following World War II, they were superseded by larger 

apartment buildings which replaced many estates and large houses on East Genesee Street. The newer buildings 

are mostly low-scale unadorned brick boxes.  

 

The trend for purpose-built two-family houses emerged on selected blocks in the district shortly after 1900 and 

accelerated into the 1910s and 1920s. Twin houses mostly consisted of nearly identical apartments, one set above 

the other. Occasionally, two-family houses consist of side-by-side connected units. It appears that developers 

frequently built multiple near-identical two-family buildings on adjacent lots, or in concentrated areas. Near-twin 

houses can be seen at 685-687 and 689 Allen Street. A good example of this is the continuous row of substantial 

two-family units in the 200 block of Fellows Avenue, or those in the 700 block of Allen Street. Sometimes these 

are called trolley-houses since residents depended on streetcars for transport to work. Some two-family houses 

did, however, have garages, as can be seen at 689 Allen Street, where the modest two-car garage on the rear of 

the lot still has its original doors. Today, these houses still provide comfortable living in spacious airy apartments. 

64 Taylor’s house and garden are described in detail by architectural writer Louise Schrimpton, who also worked for Stickley for a 
time. See Louise Shrimpton, “The $5,500 Home of an Architect,” House and Garden (March 1910), 90-92. Originally the house was 
number 408 Euclid Avenue but street numbers changed around 1909 and it is now 422. The families of Taylor and Clinton Herrick at  
608 Ackerman Avenue exchanged houses in 1918 or 1919. It is likely that Taylor also designed the Herrick home. 
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These buildings of apartments or "flats" are easily recognizable. They mostly have two doorways, and almost 

always have a double level of a generous front porch. The placement of windows, indicating the spaces within, 

are nearly identical on bottom and top floors. These apartments are markedly different from those made by cutting 

up a pre-existing single-family residence, even when that house was overly large, and perhaps with multiple 

entrances for owners, servants, and for deliveries. These apartment houses were complemented by a more 

integrated and rectangular apartment block-type, usually of 4-8 apartments, and almost always built on a corner 

lot. These new buildings began to appear around 1910, and were distinctly different in appearance than many of 

the single-family and two-family houses nearby.  Examples can be seen on Westcott Street corners at Avondale, 

Clarendon, Victoria; and at 737 Lancaster Avenue (corner of Redfield) and elsewhere. 

 

Conclusion 

The Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District is an excellent example of suburban development in the 

early 20th century when individual developers with private funds and entrepreneurial acumen took advantage of 

the rapidly expanding urban population and new opportunities afforded by technological developments. In 

transportation, the streetcar allowed quick and easy access to downtown places of work, while the technological 

innovations in housing construction and widespread improvements of indoor plumbing, heating, and electric 

lighting made new housing especially desirable. New forms of financing allowed home ownership and quality 

rental to a larger middle- and working-class population. 

 

This was the period when the first large residential neighborhoods were being planned and built outside the 

historic urban core. They were called “suburban,” but unlike later post-World War II suburbanization, these new 

neighborhoods were within the city limits. In Syracuse, as in many other American cities, this development was 

facilitated by the expansion of the streetcar system, but later adapted easily to the popularity of the automobile, 

and then in mid-century to the replacement of the streetcar with the bus. The development of the Westcott-

University Neighborhood has proved to be successful and long-lasting. For more than a century it has been – and 

it remains - a vibrant residential area for a diverse community. 

 

Most of the Westcott-University district was intended from the start to be residential, but inevitably a small but 

significant selection of commercial and public buildings were erected to serve the growing residential 

neighborhood.  The Westcott Street commercial strip developed in the 1920s. Though not fully anticipated when 
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development began, the commercial district has been a defining element of the neighborhood for a century. Its 

development and evolution are typical of the transformation of neighborhoods and the development of 

commercial satellite areas surrounding the main central core. Fortunately, on Westcott Street, the disposition of 

the commercial district into small retail space providing a variety of business has been mostly retained. Post-

World War II, Westcott Street was spared the demolition common to many similar urban retail zones. It remains 

the urban spine of the neighborhood.

The architecture of the Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District provides a textbook of American 

urban residential styles of the late nineteenth and early to mid-twentieth centuries, with a much wider range of 

types and styles reflective of the financial means of different urban classes than one finds in the more exclusive 

nearby contemporary garden suburbs. Walking the blocks of the Westcott-University Historic District is a lesson 

of diversity in conformity. With basic parameters of size, construction, and setbacks, there is a seemingly endless 

variety of house details. Some forms repeat themselves with regularity, revealing the underlying economics of 

the streetcar suburb development. Other houses are unique, demonstrating the innovative and creative spirit of 

many new homeowners and builders in the early twentieth century. 
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Figure 1: District boundary map overlay on 1924 Hopkins Atlas Map. 
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Figure 2: Westcott-University area in 1874 map showing new University campus (left) and Westcott Driving Park (right) at 
intersection of South Beech and Westcott Streets.



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District DRAFT Onondaga County, NY

Name of Property           County and State

64

Figure 3: Excerpt from H. Wadsworth Clarke, “Map of the City of Syracuse,” 1877. Published by Andrew Boyd for the 
Syracuse City Directory, 1873.
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Figure 4: 1892 Vose Map of Syracuse showing early development at intersection of South Beech and Westcott 
Streets.
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Figure 5: 1892 Vose Map of Syracuse showing early development of Bassett, South Beech and Westcott Streets, and 
South Park Street and Henry Avenue, that would be renamed Columbus Avenue.
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Figure 6: Detail of 1892 Vose Map of Syracuse showing still undeveloped Hillsdale development, 
Wickliffe Street would be renamed as Concord Place and redesigned with a green median.
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Figure 7: 1908 Hopkins Map of Syracuse showing Northeast part of district.
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Figure 8: 1908 Hopkins Map of Syracuse showing Northwest part of district.
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Figure 9: 1908 Hopkins Map of Syracuse showing Hillsdale Tract after the first phase of development.
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Figure 10: Excerpt from 1924 Hopkins Map of Syracuse, showing development in southern section of Westcott 
neighborhood
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Figure 11: Excerpt from 1938 Hopkins Map of Syracuse showing central and northern sections of Westcott neighborhood.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ Name of repository:
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):

 

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 394.29 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 43.045813  Longitude: -76.125402 
 

2. Latitude: 43.044528  Longitude: 76.112797 
 

3. Latitude: 43.032416  Longitude: -76.112880 
 

4. Latitude: 43.028866  Longitude: -76.124892 
 

5. Latitude: 43.034066  Longitude: -76.129448 
 

6. Latitude: 43.038778  Longitude: -76.128283 
 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The northern boundary of the district includes a part of the 400 block and the 1300 and 1400 blocks of Madison 
Street and the 100 block of Bassett Street. Extending north on Bassett Street, the boundary extends east on East 
Genesee Street, including the south side of the street to include the 100 block of Cumberland Avenue. The 
eastern boundary encompasses properties on the 500 and 600 block of Westmoreland Avenue before moving 
south to include properties on the 800, 900, and 1000 blocks of Westmoreland Avenue. 

At Euclid Avenue, the boundary turns east to include the 500 block of Cumberland Avenue between Euclid 
Avenue and Montana Street. The boundary then continues south on Westmoreland Avenue from Montana 
Street to Dakota Street. The southern boundary then extends west on Dakota Street from Westmoreland
Avenue, then south on Miles Avenue to Kensington Road. The boundary then continues two blocks west on 
Kensington Road to Westcott Street. It then continues south on Westcott Street to Broad Street, then west on 
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Broad Street from Westcott Street to Lancaster Avenue. The boundary then turns south and west along the line 
of the Edward Smith, and then north again to cross Broad Street to extend north along Ackerman Avenue to 
Stratford Street. The boundary then turns west on Stratford Street to Comstock Avenue, and then north to the 
800 block of Comstock Avenue, where it turns east along the north line of 813 Comstock Avenue to Ostrom 
Place, where it then turns north along the back lot lines of the 800 block of Ostrom Avenue, and then east again 
to exclude the corner lots of Ostrom Place and Euclid Avenue. The boundary then turns north to include the lot 
at the southwest corner of Ostrom Avenue and Euclid Avenue.   

The boundary continues north on Ostrom Place to the southern boundary of the Mills Rose Garden and 
Thornden Park, including the east side of the 700 block of Ostrom Avenue. The border then turns east and 
follows the southern edge of Thornden Park along the rear of the Clarendon Street lots, and then turns north 
along the eastern edge of the park and at the rear of the Greenwood Place lots. At the north end of Greenwood 
Place, the boundary continues to follow the boundary of the eastern edge of Thornden Park, behind the lots of 
Bristol Place to South Beech Street, and then follows South Beech Street to the 1300 block Madison Street. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The district boundaries were determined by a study of the contiguous development tracts in what were new 
residential districts created within the then-boundaries of Syracuse along the eastern and southern streetcar lines 
on Westcott Street and Euclid Avenue. While street patterns of the tracts themselves create a patchwork of small, 
gridded enclaves, the architectural development is seamless, and the house types are consistent from one 
development tract to another. Syracuse University and Thornden Park are the natural western boundaries to the 
district, but the expansion of the university in physical size since the 1970s has led to the demolition of many 
period buildings west of the district boundaries. The eastern boundary was the city line during the period of 
significance. The northern boundary includes blocks that developed because of the Westcott and Euclid streetcar 
lines. The boundary excludes blocks just further north of Lexington Avenue where earlier development was 
dependent upon the Erie Canal and the East Genesee Turnpike and where more recent housing units have been 
built. To the south the boundary excludes those areas that were not built prior to World War II, and thus developed 
following different patterns of land use and architectural form.  
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Additional Documentation  

Submit the following items with the completed form:  

 Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 
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 Continuation Sheets 
 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
 
 

Photographs:   

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

Name of Property: Westcott- University Neighborhood Historic District 
City or Vicinity: Syracuse
County: Onondaga    
State: New York 
Photographer: Samuel D. Gruber/Bruce G. Harvey; Andrew Roblee, Tamara Pilson, and Susan Lynch 
Date Photographed: Summer 2024 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number: 

001:  1300 block Madison Street facing northeast 
002:  1326 Madison Street facing south 
003: 407 Cherry Street facing northeast 
004: 129 Bassett Street facing southeast 
005: 200 block Bassett Street facing northeast 
006: 201 Bassett Street facing west 
007: 400 block Columbus Avenue facing north 
008: 1900 E. Genesee Street facing east 
009: 500 block Columbus Avenue facing northeast 
010: 514 Columbus Avenue facing southwest 
011: 400 block Westcott Street facing southwest 
012: 400 block Westcott Street facing northeast 
013: Babcock Shattuck House, 2004 E. Genesee Street facing southeast 
014: 100 block Cambridge Street facing southwest 
015: 200 block Cambridge Street facing northeast 
016: 400 block Allen Street facing southwest 
017: Morgan Dunne House, 464 Allen Street facing west 
018: 600 block Allen Street facing northeast 
019: 635 Allen Street facing southeast 
020: 557 Allen Street facing northeast
021: 100 block Harvard Place facing southwest 
022: 100 block Victoria Place facing southwest 
023: 101-103 Victoria Place facing northwest 
024: 100 block Concord Place facing southeast 
025: 100 block Clarke Street facing northeast 
026: 100 block Cumberland Avenue facing southeast 
027: 500 block Westmoreland Avenue facing southeast 
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028: 100 block Fellows Avenue facing southwest 
029: Levy School, 157 Fellows Avenue facing southeast 
030: 241-43 Fellows Avenue facing east 
031: 100 block Bristol Place facing southeast 
032: 112 Greenwood Place facing southwest 
033: 200 block Greenwood Place facing northwest 
034: South side of 100 block Judson Street facing southwest 
035: North side of 100 block Trinity Place facing northeast 
036: North side of 100 block Avondale Place facing northeast 
037: 704 South Beech Street facing southwest 
038: Vinyard Church, 720 Beech Street facing northwest 
039: 578-80 Westcott Street facing northwest 
040: Commercial District, 500 block Westcott Street facing southwest 
041: 524 Westcott Street facing southwest 
042: 200 block Clarendon Street facing west 
043: East side of 700 block Ostrom Avenue facing northeast 
044: East side of 800 block Ostrom Avenue facing northeast 
045: East side of 800 block Livingston Avenue facing southeast 
046: East side o 700 block Sumner Avenue facing northeast 
047: South side of 400 block Euclid Avenue facing southwest 
048: East side of 700 block Ackerman Avenue facing southeast 
049: East side of 900 block Ackerman Avenue facing north 
050:  North side of 500 block Clarendon Street facing northwest 
051: North side of 600 block Euclid Avenue facing northwest 
052: West side of 800 block Lancaster Avenue facing southwest 
053: West side of 1000 block Lancaster Avenue facing southwest 
054: Edward Smith School, 1106 Lancaster Avenue facing southwest 
055: South side of 400 block Broad Street facing southeast 
056: East side of 300 block Kensington Road facing east 
057: East side of 200 block Westminster Avenue facing north 
058: Westminster Park facing north 
059: Westminster Park steps facing north 
060: North side of 700 block Euclid Avenue facing northwest 
061: Westcott Community Center/Engine House No. 10, 822-26 Euclid Avenue facing southwest 
062: West side of 800 block Westcott Street facing southwest 
063: West side of Euclid Terrace facing north 
064: East side of 200 block Strong Avenue facing southeast 
065: East side of 1000 block Westcott Street facing northeast 
066: Erwin Methodist Church, 918 Euclid Avenue facing southwest 
067: East side of 100 block Roosevelt Avenue facing southeast 
068: East side of 100 block Miles Avenue facing northeast 
069: 200 Dakota Street facing southeast 
070: East side of 600 block Fellows Avenue facing northeast 
071: Fellows House, 505 Fellows Avenue facing east 
072: West side of 900 block Westmoreland Avenue facing northwest 
073: North side of 1100 block Euclid Avenue facing northeast 
074: 1100 block Euclid Avenue facing west 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  

NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Westcott-University Neighborhood Historic District DRAFT Onondaga County, NY 

Name of Property County and State

79 

075: 900 block Westmoreland Avenue facing north 
076: Lodi Cemetery facing northeast 

Property Owner:   

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)  

name
street & number telephone
city or town   state  zip code         

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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