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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  YORK HALL 

other names/site number         BUILDING 80, KINGS PARK PSYCHIATRIC CENTER  

name of related multiple property listing  N/A 

  Location 

street & number  799 SAINT JOHNLAND ROAD     not for publication 

city or town  KINGS PARK (TOWN OF SMITHTOWN)    vicinity 

state  NEW YORK code NY county SUFFOLK  code 063 zip code  11754 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be 
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national                  statewide           X local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

 private X building(s) 1 0 Buildings 
 public - Local  district 0 0 Sites 

X public - State  site 0 0 Structures 
 public - Federal  structure 0 0 Objects 
   object 1 0 Total 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 
 

N/A  N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RECREATION & CULTURE: theatre/auditorium  VACANT 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS:  foundation: CONCRETE 

     Colonial Revival   walls: BRICK 

    

  roof: SLATE 

  other: WOOD, METAL, GLASS, TERRA COTTA 

    
 
 
 

DRAFT 
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Narrative Description 
 
Summary Paragraph 

York Hall is a Colonial Revival-style theatre building located on the grounds of the former Kings Park 

Psychiatric Center (“KPPC”) in the unincorporated hamlet of Kings Park, Suffolk County, New York.  Known 

otherwise as Building 80, the number assigned to it within the KPPC campus, it was a keynote feature of the 

former psychiatric center and is now located within the bounds of Nissequogue River State Park, which was 

formed from lands once associated with the now-defunct mental health facility. Built between 1930 and 1932 

and designed by the state architect’s office, York Hall was erected above a rectangular plan on an elevated 

podium of land in a prominent place within the campus. The south-facing façade was composed in symmetrical 

fashion and consists of three principal central bays flanked by single outer bays.  The three-bay central section 

projects forward in the form of an entrance pavilion, with each bay designed to accommodate entrance doors 

with large corresponding lunettes above, the bays divided by pilasters; the outer bays have conventionally 

scaled windows with blind decorative panels above.  The flank elevations are six bays deep, the four inner bays 

having large rectangular windows with oculi above, the outer ones having smaller windows with blind panels 

above.  The masonry walls were laid up in red and vitrified brick with stone dressings inclusive of water table, 

coping, and sills.  A slate-shingled hipped roof, partially screened by a low parapet and punctuated by dormers 

on the side elevations, covers the building.  The principal entrances access a central lobby, which opens into the 

auditorium space; above the lobby is a gallery, or mezzanine level, reached by two sets of staircases, and 

opposite, on the north side, a proscenium arch and raised stage.  There is additionally a partial basement below 

the stage area, on the north side of plan, which was conceived to accommodate dressing rooms and service and 

storage functions.  The exterior of the building remains largely as built without significant alteration, with 

relatively few exceptions; it retains outstanding design and materials integrity to the 1930s building campaign. 

Inside, finishes have been diminished by damage caused from interior water penetration, the result of the 

removal of flashing at the building’s roofline. Nevertheless, the basic spatial premise of the interior remains 

intact, as do numerous historic-period features, and work is currently underway to fully rehabilitate the building 

and place it back in active service.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Location & Setting 

York Hall is located near the core of the former KPPC campus, now Nissequogue River State Park, in the 

hamlet of Kings Park, Suffolk County, New York.  This places it on the north shore of Long Island, in close 

proximity to the mouth of the Nissequogue River, which flows northwards into the Long Island Sound. The 
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nominated building is situated immediately east of St. Johnland Road and west of Kings Park Boulevard, a short 

distance north of their intersection.  The former roadway, which follows a meandering course, bisects the park 

in this location, while the latter, sometimes referred to simply as “The Boulevard,” served as the campus’s 

primary circulation artery and continues to function in that capacity today.  The building was erected on an 

elevated podium of land, with the adjacent grade falling off sharply on the west side, towards St. Johnland 

Road, where deciduous trees and other vegetation provide partial screening when leafed out.  A wide walkway 

formed of concrete pavers approaches the building on a straight north-south axis from Kings Park Boulevard, 

providing a formal approach that reinforces the bilateral symmetry of the façade.  Two secondary walkways, 

narrower in width, approach the building on a straight, westerly route from the Boulevard.  These communicate 

with secondary points of access to the interior, one of which corresponds with an exposed-at-grade entrance to 

the basement near the building’s northeast corner, the other near the opposite northwest corner.  The latter 

entrance can also be approached via a concrete walkway that aligns the building’s west flank elevation.  

York Hall was located at a central point within the former hospital campus.  To the east, across the Boulevard, 

are two former hospital buildings—a greenhouse (Building 65) and a maintenance garage (Building 62)—both 

of which continue in use as Parks buildings, largely in their original function.  To the north, a number of early 

ward and related buildings were removed and replaced by a new DEC administrative facility. Further to the 

north is the former Veteran’s Memorial Hospital Unit, an intact grouping of related buildings including an 

administration building that currently serves as the park’s headquarters (Building 125).  Directly across St. 

Johnland Road, to the west, is Tiffany Field, a recreational feature of the former hospital that remains in active 

use by the outlying community, beyond which rises the former geriatric infirmary building (Building 93), a 

large institutional building of considerable scale and height, and KPPC’s most iconic work of architecture.   

The overall landscape of the campus in the area around York Hall, near the intersection of St. Johnland Road 

and the Boulevard, consists of rolling topography with terraced or otherwise flat areas along the Boulevard 

where hospital buildings formerly stood, interspersed with mixed woods, circulation features, and parking areas. 

At the time of its completion, the landscape around York Hall was more open in character, but during the 

intervening years has become denser.      

Kings Park Psychiatric Center Historic District Eligibility Analysis & Finding 

The former KPPC campus was determined eligible for listing on the State and National Registers of Historic 

Places (S/NRHP) by the Division for Historic Preservation in 2007.  At that time it was determined “…that the 

remaining buildings of the former Kings Park Psychiatric Center… constitute a historically and architecturally 

significant district.”  S/NRHP eligibility for the historic district, the boundary of which corresponds with the 
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remaining former hospital campus, was cited in association with NRHP Criterion A, in the area of 

Health/Medicine, and Criterion C, in the area of Architecture, with a period of significance spanning 1890 to 

1960.  Widespread and continued deterioration of the former hospital campus—characterized by numerous 

building demolitions, the loss of critical interrelationships and building density, along with contemporary 

development— has eroded the overall physical integrity of the historic district to the extent that the 2007 

determination is no longer justifiable.   

The historic district corresponding with the former KPPC campus can no longer be accurately characterized as a 

cohesive collection of historically and functionally related resources that collectively convey the significance of 

the former hospital.  Instead, the district area has been fragmented by the loss of historic building stock and 

recent development, with the remaining physical features proving insufficient to adequately portray the themes 

cited in the 2007 determination.   The reclassification of the KPPC campus as no longer constituting a single 

large historic district requires that the remaining buildings and features be assessed on a case-by-case basis for 

potential individual S/NRHP eligibility, along with potential smaller historic districts, which need to 

demonstrate standalone significance and a shared historic theme.  Many of the campus’s remaining historic-

period buildings, some of which functioned in an ancillary or support capacity, can no longer satisfy S/NRHP 

eligibility once removed from the larger district context.  However, at least two buildings and one smaller 

historic district area appear to warrant S/NRHP eligibility.  In addition to York Hall, the large high-rise 

infirmary building that is the architectural and visual centerpiece of the campus (Building 93) appears to meet 

the threshold for individual eligibility. The Veteran’s Memorial Hospital Unit, located on the north side of the 

campus, also appears to retain sufficient integrity to illustrate its independent development within the larger 

institutional campus; as such, it has been determined to constitute an eligible historic district.  

Currently, there are 60 buildings that date to the KPPC period. These represent what remains of KPPC’s historic 

built environment, following demolitions that occurred between 1960 and 2017, both before and after the 

establishment of the state park in two phases (2000-2007).  In 1960—the terminal date for the period of 

significance cited in the 2007 eligibility determination— the KPPC campus contained over 110 extant 

institutional buildings.  Between the terminal date of 1960 and 2017, a total of 57 KPPC-era buildings were 

razed.  This constitutes a measurable and widespread loss of physical integrity in terms of architectural density 

and building, circulation, and landscape interrelationships.  As presently constituted the KPPC campus fails to 

meet the district threshold as defined in NRHP guidance materials i.e. “for a district to retain integrity as a 

whole… the relationships among the district’s components must be substantially unchanged from the period of 
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significance.”  Simply stated, nearly as many buildings have been demolished since 1960 (57) as remain at 

present (60).   

The loss of density and critical interrelationships that these demolitions have incurred is readily visible in 

comparing existing conditions with aerial imagery dating to the historic period, and is particularly evident at the 

core of the campus, near Building 93, west of the St. Johnland Road and Boulevard intersection. Building stock 

and density loss is also apparent on the northern part of the former hospital campus, east of St. Johnland Road.  

The approach to that portion of the park, across a span of water immediately west of the marina, towards the 

NRSP administration building (Building 125), currently presents in large measure as open space framed by 

deciduous woods.  This circumstance does not represent historic-period conditions as this approach was instead, 

historically, through a relatively dense grouping of KPPC buildings, including two on the south side that abutted 

the road and four large and two smaller ones to the north and west.  A cluster of buildings in this area was 

demolished in 2018 and their location is now occupied by a new DEC Marine Resources facility.  The nearby 

marina is currently also being redeveloped.  These various circumstances have required the reclassification of 

the larger campus-wide DOE from S/NRHP eligible to not eligible.   

York Hall Description/Exterior  

The south-facing façade of York Hall, as with all of the building, is characterized by restrained classical 

treatments, with the central projecting section serving as the focal point of the composition.  The masonry walls 

were laid up in a common bond pattern with red brick contrasted with occasional black-hued vitrified brick and 

cut-limestone dressings, a treatment that is consistent with the other elevations.  A smooth limestone frieze 

sustained by four pilasters with limestone bases and capitals divides the projecting section into three 

symmetrical bays, which frame the corresponding round-arched entrance bays; the capitals have angled volutes 

and are embellished with patera and stylized foliate ornament. Slightly recessed from the pilasters are secondary 

piers which rise to limestone imposts, from which the round-headed arches spring.  The arches, formed of three 

courses of header bricks, have keystones at their apex, the tops of which abut the frieze. The entrances, which 

consist of double-leaf doors with rectangular transoms above, are centered within these arched bays and are 

spanned by brick jack arches with limestone keystones.  The outer bay doors have been covered with plywood, 

as have the windows; the central entrance, not concealed by plywood, consists of double-leaf metal doors with 

transom above (also covered), these being recessed from the wall plane.  Above them are the half-round 

lunettes, the arched surrounds of which match the profile of the larger arches that frame them.  The lunettes 

have limestone bases set above a limestone water-table.  “YORK HALL” is spelled out in attenuated copper 

lettering above the central bay, within the frieze, which is spanned by a molded limestone cornice.  A stepped 
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rectilinear parapet terminates the projecting entrance pavilion.  The outer bays, one to either side of the pavilion, 

each have a single conventionally scaled window headed by a brick jack arch with keystone, above which are 

inset stone panels and corbelling.  

The building’s slate-laid hipped roof is partially visible beyond the parapet when viewed from certain vantage 

points, but less so from the building’s immediate perimeter.  Comprehensive rehabilitation activities have been 

undertaken recently, inclusive of the replacement of rotted wood framing, the introduction of new wood 

decking, the installation of new copper flashing, and the laying of new slate shingles.  The illegal removal of 

copper flashing at the base of the roof and around the dormers resulted in considerable damage and allowed 

water to penetrate the interior and undermine plaster ceiling and wall finishes.  This rehabilitation work is the 

first major step in the building’s revitalization into a contemporary performance space. 

Most window and door openings are presently concealed by protective paneling— some of which has been 

embellished with artistic painting meant to enhance the building’s current appearance— in order to protect the 

building from further vandalism and illegal entry.  Historic images indicate the main entrance bays were 

originally fitted with double-leaf, five-panel wood doors with glazed leaded transoms above. The outer window 

bays were hung with six-over-six wood sash.  As for the lunettes, they were divided vertically into three units, 

with multi-pane sash with a pivoting six-light inner unit.  A full window and door survey is necessary to fully 

understand the condition of the existing doors and windows. Electric lighting fixtures were originally centered 

above each doorway, though these no longer remain.  

The east and west side elevations were conceived in straightforward terms and, like the façade, have bays 

arranged in symmetrical fashion.  The six bays are set within recessed panels framed by flat brick pilasters, 

largely unarticulated excepting an outward flare at the top that suggests a capital; they rise above a stone water-

table and are terminated by shallow brick corbelling. Centered within the four central bays are large windows, 

which have stone sills and are headed by brick jack arches with keystones.  Above these are small circular 

windows, which, like the larger windows below, are boarded over. The position of the round windows is echoed 

at roofline by corresponding wood dormer windows with segmentally arched roofs.  The grade drops 

perceptibly on the side elevations towards the north, exposing the building’s basement; corresponding 

entrances, fitted with metal doors with glazed panels, are situated near the northeast and northwest corners.   

The rear elevation is the most utilitarian of the four and is largely devoid of ornamentation.  Fenestration 

consists of three small windows that correspond with the finished section of the basement, beneath the stage, 

these serving to provide basement spaces with natural lighting and air. 
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York Hall Description/Interior 

The interior space is largely given over to the principal volume of the auditorium area, with the stage situated on 

the north side of the plan and an entrance lobby with gallery above on the south side of the plan, corresponding 

with the principal entrances.  There is also finished space located on the north side of the basement, underneath 

the stage; the balance of the basement plan consists of partially excavated crawl space.  The principal point of 

entrance leads from the south façade into the lobby, which is framed to either side by two L-shaped rooms that 

provided office and storage space, and which communicate with the lobby via doors.  Three sets of doors, 

echoing the position of the main entrance doors, provide communication between the lobby and auditorium.  

Above the lobby and flanking rooms is a gallery, or mezzanine level, which is framed by a low segmental arch 

that is shallower than the ceiling profile, which is also segmental in profile.  The gallery is reached via partially 

enclosed flanking staircases from the auditorium.  The projection room is situated above the gallery.  Seating 

remains in the gallery area but not on the main floor; the latter seating was conceived to be moveable in order to 

allow the floor to be used for sports and other activities requiring open space, and as such was not fixed.  On the 

opposite wall, the raised stage is framed by a proscenium arch. The stage could be accessed via wood stairs 

directly from the auditorium floor—these short flights have deteriorated and are no longer in situ—or from the 

two staircases located near the outer walls, which also provide communication with the finished areas of the 

basement.  

 

The exterior brick walls are faced within by hollow clay tile, which was also used to form interior partitions.  

Walls and ceilings were finished with smooth plaster applied to expanded metal lath, which was affixed to 

suspended metal gridwork for the ceiling. The open span of the auditorium was made possible by transverse 

riveted steel trusses, which bear on steel columns that are incorporated into the brick side walls and thus don’t 

bear directly on the brick envelope.  These support dimensional wood framing to which the wood roof sheathing 

and slate shingling was applied; recent restoration efforts have restored the damaged sections of this decking in-

kind.  A reinforced concrete surface sustained by reinforced concrete piers and girders at basement level 

supports the auditorium floor.  The raised stage is also of reinforced concrete construction, while the 

proscenium arch consists of glazed terra cotta.  Staircases throughout are of metal fireproof construction and 

have closed stringers, excepting those that approached the stage from the auditorium floor, which were wood 

and have deteriorated. 
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Viewed from the north, within the auditorium, the wall corresponding with the entrances from the lobby 

remains as conceived.  There are three evenly spaced doorways, which accommodate double-leaf doors, which 

are flanked to either side by larger openings for the gallery staircases (now partially screened), beyond which 

are conventional doors, where that cross partition meets the side walls.  Above this wall is the broad opening of 

the gallery, behind which are the large round-arched openings of the entrance pavilion, aligned with the lobby 

doors below. The doors providing communication between the lobby and auditorium, the three center bays, are 

of a double-leaf type with glazed panels and studding.  Original seating remains in the gallery, though damaged 

by water penetration.   

 

The stage wall features a broad proscenium arch with cusped corners, which is flanked in symmetrical fashion 

by two large grilled apertures that screened audio equipment; below these are the stairwells leading to the 

backstage and basement.  The theater curtain remains in place, though damaged, as does suspended stage 

lighting and the associated lighting control panel.   

 
York Hall Integrity Analysis  

The exterior of York Hall remains largely as it did when the building was dedicated in the early 1930s. It retains 

excellent design integrity to the original building campaign and as designed by the state architect’s office, 

inclusive of its original self-contained form and massing, fenestration, brickwork, and classically inspired 

decorative program.  While replacement doors were introduced at some point in the building’s history— the 

original wood doors were replaced with metal doors at a later point—period documentation and images 

depicting original treatments from the 1930s allow for accurate replication of those elements.  Wood windows 

remain largely in situ but a window survey is needed to discern the overall condition.  Inside, the building 

retains its original floor plan and spatial configuration with little or no alteration.  The original spatial premise 

of the auditorium, with a raised gallery opposite the stage, and with a segmental-arched ceiling, remains intact.  

Considerable damage has been wrought to interior finish treatments by water penetration, mainly the plaster on 

metal lath, this representing the most significant condition that has adversely impacted the look and feel of the 

historic interior.  Rehabilitation of the roof decking, slate shingles, and flashing will now allow for work to shift 

to addressing deteriorated and missing finish elements.       
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

 

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

 
  

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTURE  

SOCIAL HISTORY 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

1932-1973 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1932-33 

 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

State Architect’s Office 

 

 

 

Period of Significance (justification) 
The cited period of significance, 1932-1973, begins with the construction of the building and terminates at the 50-year cutoff, given 
the building’s continued usage to that point, and the cited theme of Criterion A/Social History.  
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
N/A 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  

Summary 

York Hall is a Colonial Revival-style theatre building erected to the plans of the state architect’s office, then 

headed by architect William E. Haugaard, as a component of the Kings Park Psychiatric Center (“KPPC”) 

campus in the early 1930s.  Conceived to function as a mixed-use facility providing theatre, auditorium, sports 

and social space for KPPC, the building was also used by the outlying Kings Park community of Suffolk 

County, New York, throughout the course of its active life.  Architecturally, the building reflects the larger 

design program manifest in the KPPC campus’s architecture as built during the 1920s and 1930s, during which 

time red-brick buildings of Colonial Revival conception were the prevailing stylistic type.  The building’s 

exterior is characterized by its largely self-contained rectangular form and restrained classical detailing, 

highlighted by an entrance pavilion with tripartite bay arrangement on the facade; walls were laid up with red 

brick with contrasting clinkers and limestone dressings. Inside, the building retains its basic spatial premise 

consisting in large measure of an entrance vestibule, auditorium with gallery seating, and a raised stage set 

behind a broad proscenium arch.  While deterioration of finishes has resulted from recent and considerable 

water penetration at eaves’ level, the original finish program, and many original historic-period features, 

nevertheless remain intact. York Hall was dedicated in May 1933 and was named in honor of Monsignor John 

C. York, a Catholic reverend and well-known and respected figure at the hospital in this period, and additionally 

an important force in securing funding for the building’s construction.  It is being nominated to the NRHP in 

association with Criterion A, in the area of Social History, given its longstanding use for a wide range of both 

hospital and community functions, and Criterion C, in the area of Architecture, as an example of institutional 

theater design rendered in the Colonial Revival style. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance  
 

Historic Context: A Brief Historical Overview of KPPC 

York Hall was once a central feature of the former KPPC campus, which was first developed in the latter stages 

of the nineteenth century and which ceased operations in the mid-1990s, after roughly a century of operation in 

providing mental-health care to New York residents.  The hospital was first established in the mid-1880s by the 

Kings County legislature on land adjoining the Society of St. Johnland, a rural haven for the destitute, disabled 

and impoverished created by educator and Episcopal clergyman William Augustus Muhlenberg (1796-1877), 

prior to the 1898 consolidation of Kings County with Manhattan, Staten Island, Queens, and the Bronx, now the 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 

York Hall                               DRAFT  Suffolk County, NY 

Name of Property                   County and State 
 

12 
 

five boroughs that comprise New York City. In this nascent period the hospital was first known as the Kings 

County Farm, reflecting its direct association with Brooklyn during this era, which constructed the facility to 

address overcrowding at its existing Kings County Asylum in Flatbush, in essence as a rural adjunct in Suffolk 

County as its name implied.  

At the urging of hospital superintendent Dr. John C. Shaw (1845-1900), a psychiatrist and neurologist by 

training, Kings County purchased an over 800-acre tract of undeveloped rural land in the hamlet of St. Johnland 

in order to establish the new hospital campus.  Operation of the facility at this remote location, well outside of 

Brooklyn’s municipal limits, was made possible by the Long Island Railroad, which had established service to 

this area of Long Island’s north shore by the early 1870s; in time the hospital came to have its own rail spur.  

The initial model of the hospital was that of the farm colony type, considered at that time an effective form of 

health therapy for those suffering from mental illness, in which patients engaged in a range of outdoor, 

agriculture-related activities, including cultivating food on arable land and animal husbandry.  This formed the 

foundational period of the hospital, though most of the physical features representing that period are no longer 

extant. 

Although largely conceived to relieve overcrowding at the county’s existing hospital in Brooklyn, the farm 

asylum at Kings Park was soon vexed by the same issue that plagued the city facility, as the burgeoning growth 

of the New York metropolitan area continued to rapidly expand the patient populations of both.  As noted in one 

source, “Cottages hastily erected at Kings Park were filled with new arrivals almost before the plaster had dried 

on the walls, and the Brooklyn asylum remained crowded.”1 By 1892, the Kings Park facility was treating 

approximately 1,000 patients a year, and by that time had developed into a campus consisting of multiple large 

treatment buildings, 30 residential cottages for patients and employees, and related physical infrastructure. This 

period was also marked by a change of direction and widespread discontent, as a new administrative board 

implemented a series of changes, these leading to the attrition of trained staff and, ultimately, the resignation of 

the hospital’s superintendent.  Graft and corruption were ultimately exposed upon investigation, and in 1895 the 

hospital was separated from Kings County and subsumed into the state hospital system as a new branch of the 

Long Island State Hospital, before finally becoming its own state facility in 1900.  The hospital at Kings Park 

 
          1 1952 Department of Mental Hygiene report, published in “The Long Island State Hospital at Kings Park,” Smithtown News, 19 
July 1980.  
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had grown considerably in the interim years, as 1900 federal census data indicates a patient population of 2,697, 

with 454 employees, among them 10 physicians and 16 nurses.2  

One of the facility’s most striking features is its highly scenic location, with striking vistas to the Long Island 

Sound and Connecticut’s south shore. New York State mental health hospitals from this period forward were 

often located in rural settings and developed on elevated prospects as part of the treatment plan to remove the 

affected individual from stressful surroundings and place them in controlled but serene therapeutic 

environments. Rural locations were also necessary given the emphasis on farming as therapy in this period, and 

typically the facilities were developed as self-sufficient communities which could produce their own food, 

water, heat and electric power. Kings Park initially followed the concept of the Colony Plan, designed to return 

patients to communal or family oriented living, as opposed to a more institutional format.  At first patients were 

grouped into smaller detached cottages, based on conditions and types of treatment. As more medical buildings 

were needed, the Kings Park campus became more formal and specialized, with the main buildings located 

along axial roadways and staff living accommodations situated on the outskirts. The history of the hospital, 

which extends over the course of more than a century, provides insights into the ways in which mental health 

treatment evolved from the late nineteenth century onwards. 

A major phase of the hospital’s twentieth-century development was the construction of the Veteran Memorial’s 

Hospital unit (“VMHU”) in the interwar period, ca. 1923-32.  This development formed a full acknowledgment 

of the mental trauma incurred to American servicemen during the conflict in Europe, and the ongoing and 

debilitating nature of what was often simply termed “shell shock,” now more commonly known as post- 

traumatic stress disorder.  Prior to the construction of the new Kings Park facility, it was estimated that there 

were 1,000 First World War veterans in New York suffering the effects of their service, scattered among the 

various mental health hospital’s state-wide.  Following a recommendation from Governor Alfred E. Smith, the 

New York State legislature approved $1,500,000 for the development of a hospital facility specifically for New 

York State veterans, which would be operated as a component of the Kings Park hospital.  The Fourth of July, 

1923 was “a memorable one for the Kings Park State Hospital,” as numerous officials, among them Governor 

Smith, gathered at the hospital to undertake dedication and ground-breaking exercises.  In addition to the 

governor, others present that day included the chairman and members of the State Hospital Commission, 

representatives of the federal Veteran’s Bureau, local and state politicians, military officials, and state architect 

 
          2 1952 Department of Mental Hygiene report, published in “The Long Island State Hospital at Kings Park,” Smithtown News, 19 
July 1980.   
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Sullivan W. Jones.  A special excursion train from New York City conveyed the event’s distinguished guests to 

Kings Park, along with a military band and a New York National Guard company.3  Construction activities for 

the new VMHU were initiated with the construction of a new administration building (Building 125), completed 

in 1925; this building now functions as the park office. Additional buildings were erected for medical, geriatric 

and ward functions, along with those functioning in a support capacity, inclusive of staff housing.  This portion 

of the former KPPC campus, located on its northeastern side adjacent to the mouth of the Nissequogue River, 

represents a cohesive development episode within the hospital’s larger history, given it was developed 

specifically for the treatment of First World War veterans suffering from mental trauma.  

It was also in the lead-up to the Second World War that the campus’s most iconic building—Building 93—was 

completed.   Designed by state architect William E. Haugaard’s office and constructed from 1939 to 1941, this 

13-story building with setbacks and restrained classical detailing was conceived to serve as an infirmary for 

patients with chronic physical ailments and geriatric patients.  Bedridden patients were treated on the top floors, 

semi-invalids on the middle floors, and able-bodied patients on the lower floors.  Construction of the building 

was made possible by funds from the Works Progress Administration, and the new building was similar in 

many regards to the WPA-funded Nurses Home at Kings County Hospital in New York City, which was 

completed the year the Kings Park building was begun.4  The construction of this building indicated the scale of 

the Kings Park operation at that date and the desire to consolidate health care services in a larger, multi-storied 

building that towered over the adjoining campus, and it also matched similar efforts to develop large-scale 

buildings at two other Long Island state hospitals, the Pilgrim Psychiatric Center at Brentwood and Edgewood 

State Hospital in Deer Park. By the time of the KPPC’s closure in the mid-1990s, very little of Building 93’s 

square footage remained in active use.  Also built in the early 1930s was the so-called Quad (Buildings 41-43), 

located on the campus’s northern periphery, which also represented the increasing trend towards large-scale 

patient treatment buildings.  

The period initiated with the end of the Second World War witnessed the marked growth of patient populations 

at KPPC.  In 1954, the hospital reached its highwater population mark of over 9,000 patients, though from that 

point forward the hospital’s population would see a steady decline in response to new variables.  During this 

period there was a consolidation of services into a smaller number of large-scale buildings, erected in the late-

 
          3 “Exercises Held at the Kings Park State Hospital in Connection with the Breaking of Ground for the Veteran’s Memorial 
Hospital,” The State Hospital Quarterly, vol. 8 (New York: New York State Hospital Commission, 1922), 654-668. 
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1960s and situated on the south side of the campus.  The initial era of Farm Colony practices had given way 

over time to more invasive and questionable medical techniques such as pre-frontal lobotomies and 

electroshock therapy, practices that were abandoned in the mid-1950s with the development of Thorazine, the 

first widely used prescribed drug for the treatment of mental illness.  With the advent of pharmaceutical 

treatments resident populations at psychiatric facilities like KPPC rapidly diminished, with additional impetus 

coming from social advocacy against large-scale mental health facilities.  

The KPPC facility closed and ceased operation in 1996, after over a century of service as a mental health care 

facility.  As patient populations at Kings Park and other state mental health hospitals had continued to decline, 

the state’s Office of Mental Health implemented downsizing measures, leading to the closure of numerous 

facilities state-wide.  On Long Island, both Kings Park and the Central Islip Psychiatric Center were marked for 

closure, and as such patients were to be discharged or otherwise transferred to the Pilgrim State Psychiatric 

Center.  In the intervening years since its closure, the lands forming the KPPC campus were transferred to the 

Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, thereby initiating the development of present-day 

Nissequogue River State Park.  

Monsignor York, York Hall, and the Kings Park Community 

The singular figure behind the ultimate construction of York Hall was the individual for whom it was named, 

Monsignor John C. York (d. 1943). York, who served many years on the hospital’s Board of Visitors, was an 

exceptional individual in the long history of KPPC.  It, along with the Macy Home (Building 90)—named in 

honor of KPPC superintendent Dr. William A. Macy, who died at the hospital in 19185—is one of two extant 

buildings the names of which honor important contributors to the hospital’s patients, staff and programs.  The 

following passage, offered at the time of York’s retirement from that board and just a few months before his 

death, acknowledges the depth of his contribution to the institution and his central role in the construction of the 

nominated building: 

          Throughout this period Monsignor York has discharged his duties conscientiously and energetically.  Few have  
      done so much for the hospital.  It was characteristic of the man that when he felt there was a need for better  
      religious and recreational facilities at Kings Park, he carried the matter directly to Albany, and so well did he plead  
          his case that a building was constructed about ten years ago especially for these purposes that was named York Hall  

 
          4 C.W. Short and R. Stanley Brown, Public Buildings: A Survey of Architecture of Projects Constructed by Federal and other 
Governmental Bodies between the Years 1933 and 1939 with the Assistance of the Public Works Administration (Washington, D.C.: 
Governmental Printing Office, 1939), 346. 
          5 “Dr. William A. Macy Dies at Hospital,” New York Herald, 22 May 1918.   
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          in his honor.6 
 
John C. York’s association with the hospital was initiated around 1910.  From that time forward until his 

retirement in the 1940s, York maintained an active interest in the affairs of KPPC and the welfare of those 

whose needs it served; “down through his various parishes, from St. Patrick’s at Huntington to his present [St. 

Brigid’s], he has always retained a very active interest in the Kings Park institution and its patients…”7 

The new multi-use building was dedicated and placed in active service in May 1932, with “appropriate 

ceremonies” that were attended by over 1,000 patients, staff and visitors.8  York was on hand to celebrate the 

building’s completion and dedication, but instead of sitting at a place of honor at the rostrum, he instead chose 

to sit with the assembled patients, an indication of his modesty and his commitment to those the hospital 

served.9 

York Hall was conceived from the beginning to function as a flexible, mixed-use facility that could 

accommodate a wide range of hospital and community activities.  Principal among these was its use as an 

auditorium for theatrical productions, music, and movies, for which accommodation was made in the form of a 

projection booth above the gallery.  Such activities were deemed to be therapeutic for patients and a way to 

maintain physical activity and provide social engagement. Another function it was designed specifically to 

accommodate was full-court basketball and by extension other recreational and sports activities.  Hospital social 

functions were also accommodated there, such as holiday dinners, along with religious services and other events 

requiring a large open assembly space.  Much as York had conceived it, the building came quickly to assume a 

central role—and a decidedly positive one—in the lives of KPPC hospital patients and staff.  It formed a refuge 

of sorts from the less pleasant aspects of the hospital’s mental health functions and the day-to-day affairs of 

patient treatment. 

The use of York Hall was not limited to the hospital’s patients, staff and visitors, however. Instead, it also 

served the residents of the outlying Kings Park community in a wide range of capacities, and as such it remains 

a vital and salient link connecting the hospital’s history with that of its immediate community.  The hamlet of 

Kings Park grew up alongside the hospital, and many of its residents were employed in various capacities there, 

thereby creating an inseparable bond between the two that is fully manifest in York Hall’s history.  No 

remaining KPPC building better portrays this important historical linkage than York Hall.  In the months 

 
          6 “Mons. York’s Public Service,” Brooklyn Eagle, 19 July 1943. 
          7 “York Hall Dedicated,” The Long-Islander, 6 September 1932.  
          8 “York Hall Dedicated,” The Long-Islander, 6 September 1932. 
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immediately following its completion, a number of non-hospital events were conducted there, including a 

meeting held for depositors of the Kings Park National Bank—which had been closed for a number of 

months—and a minstrel show and dance.10  During the 1930s and 1940s a wide range of non-hospital events 

were staged there, among them dances and social events sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, including 

fundraisers conducted to benefit Second World War veterans.11  Graduation ceremonies were also conducted 

there, including those associated with the KPPC’s nursing school from the 1940s into the 1970s, and even a 

1974 rock music concert sponsored by the Suffolk County Mental Health Association.12   

Some events, particularly musical and theatrical productions starring patients, were open to the public, and thus 

represent the at-times inseparable bond between KPPC and the outlying community; among these were 

productions such as “Peek-A-Boo” in 1955, “Seven Year Itch” in 1956, and “The Naughty Nineties” in 1966.13 

Also representative of this crossover between hospital and community activities were the various exhibitions 

and sales of art and other objects made by patients at KPPC’s and Central Islip State Hospital’s occupational 

therapy patients that were staged at York Hall in the 1940s and 1950s.14 These events served to both connect 

and strengthen the shared social interactions between the community and the hospital. 

Architectural Context  

In spite of significant attrition of KPPC’s built environment since the time of its closure in 1996, three distinct 

periods of physical development still remain evident, those being a late nineteenth/early twentieth century 

period of development; a major interwar period of growth between the First and Second World Wars; and a 

post-Second World War period, at which time the hospital’s final phase of concerted development occurred, 

generally corresponding with the late 1960s and being characterized by a desire to consolidate services in larger 

buildings.  A majority of the extant buildings that remain today were built in the interwar period, their designs 

attributed to the state architect’s office.  Figuring prominently in the work of the interwar period at KPPC was 

William E. Haugaard (1889-1948), a Pratt and MIT-trained architect and sometime partner in the office of 

Haugaard & Burnham, who held the position of New York State architect from 1928 until 1944. Among those 

buildings which Haugaard played a hand in designing, in addition to those at the former KPPC campus, were 

numerous state armories including those located in Utica, Oneida County (1930), Corning, Steuben County 

 
          9 Account of opening ceremony, Suffolk County News, 16 September 1932.  
          10The Long-Islander, 1 November 1932.  
          11The Long-Islander, 12 April 1935; Suffolk County News, 5 May 1944. 
          12Suffolk County News, 21 September 1949, 27 March 1975. 
          13Suffolk County News, 29 April 1955, 7 December 1956, 21 April 1966.  
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(1935-36), and Syracuse, Onondaga County (1941-43); Attica State Prison, Wyoming County (ca. 1930s); and 

the Alfred E. Smith Building in Albany, Albany County (1927-28).  Haugaard was preceded in his position as 

state architect by Sullivan W. Jones (1878-1955), who held that title from 1923 to 1928 and who played a hand 

in the development of KPPC features in that time frame, particularly the initial phases of the VMHU’s 

development.  During the course of his larger career Jones worked independently as well as in the partnership of 

Palmer, Hornbostel & Jones.  In the early 1910s that firm, which included principals Henry F. Hornbostel and 

George C. Palmer, operated offices in New York City, Albany and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

The Kings Park hospital campus’s physical development over a prolonged time frame accounted for stylistic 

variations in its architectural program, in addition to changes in the hospital’s building types and forms due to 

shifting practices in psychiatric care and treatment, as well as the size of the patient population.  Over time, the 

modestly scaled colony format of detached cottages with larger treatment buildings gave way to larger scale 

works, as the hospital’s population continued to grow and services were expanded to meet demand.  Most of the 

facility’s built features used stylistic vocabulary of a traditional nature, from the late nineteenth century into the 

second quarter of the twentieth century; only during the last phases of development was the influence of the 

Modern movement apparent, during the last major phase of physical development.  

The architecture of the KPPC campus erected during the 1920s and 1930s, inclusive of the development of the 

Veteran’s Memorial Hospital Unit and York Hall, was characterized by the use of traditional forms and motifs 

that stylistically relate to Colonial Revival architectural traditions.  Red brick was the preferred design material, 

contrasted with stone dressings and restrained classical decorative treatments.  The VMHU administration 

building (Building 125), erected ca. 1925, is of distinctive Colonial Revival conception, employing as it does a 

symmetrical façade composition in concert with classical detailing and cupola. It strongly recalls the eighteenth 

century Georgian architecture of the colonial period and shares with York Hall the use of a tripartite round-

arched entrance arrangement that punctuates a five-bay center pavilion, the centermost bay highlighted by a 

broken pediment with cartouche motif.  Similar but more restrained in treatment is the employee housing 

building (Building 144) located immediately north of the administration building.  It, too, falls solidly within 

the Colonial Revival lexicon, characterized as it is by restrained classical detailing and twin rooftop cupolas.  

The group of four houses further to the north, which also served as staff housing, display similar Colonial 

Revival design features and treatments, as do the larger hospital buildings that front on Soundview Court.  As 

such, the buildings in this part of the campus display an overarching stylistic motif that creates a strong sense of 
 

          14Suffolk County News, 24 November 1944, 30 November 1951, 29 April 1955.   
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visual and aesthetic cohesion.  The Colonial Revival style, which drew freely from American architectural 

modes such as the Georgian and Federal traditions, among others, and which sought in part to reinvigorate 

interest and appreciation for them as representative of early American cultural traditions, was presumably 

considered particularly appropriate for the VMHU, given its function in serving the needs of First World War 

veterans. Although the style was born of impulses first expressed in the second half of the nineteenth century, 

this architectural tradition fully came of age in the twentieth century, particularly in the first half of the century, 

at which time it was widely used for domestic, civic and educational design.      

York Hall shares many features of the decorative program used for the VMHU, and like the administration 

building located in that portion of the former KPPC campus it employs a projecting entrance pavilion with 

central round-arched entrance bays spanned by a classical frieze sustained by pilasters. However, unlike the 

administration building, it lacks overt Georgian features such as the broken pediment surround of the main door 

and the prominent two-stage cupola with open octagonal-plan belfry.  Nevertheless, features such as the 

segmental-arched dormers along the flank elevations, brick jack arches with keystones, and large lunettes over 

the main entrances serve to relate it to the other built features erected in this general period, and the larger 

classical and colonial motives that characterize the architectural program of this period at KPPC.   

Given that it was erected for institutional purposes, York Hall lacks the exuberance of many theatres and movie 

palaces erected during the 1920s and early 1930s for the public, which were often richly decorated and rendered 

in a fanciful fashion.  Its mixed-use function also required moveable seating and did not allow for a pitched 

floor meant to improve sight lines to the stage and screen.  During the late-1920s the atmospheric theater type, 

exemplified in the work of architect Austrian-American architect John Eberson (1875-1954), was developed; 

buildings of that type were characterized by striking exteriors with lavish interior decoration meant to engage if 

not overwhelm visitors with their visual richness and complexity.  York Hall, in strong contrast, reflects a more 

institutional mandate, with greater budgetary restraints, to which its reserved Colonial Revival-style treatments 

were better suited.   

York Hall had a closely styled companion within New York’s statewide psychiatric hospital system, that being 

the contemporaneous assembly building erected at the former Marcy State Hospital in Oneida County, ca. 1931. 

The seemingly identical similarities to be found in the form and exterior treatments indicate these were 

“companion” buildings, erected to similar if not identical plans and specifications, but with variation in the 

overall interior treatments.  One notable difference between the two was the use of tiles for the interior walls of 

the Marcy building, whereas plaster finish was used for York Hall.  Other buildings of this general type erected 
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in the state system during the 1930s offer fewer direct design parallels. The auditorium building located at the 

Rockland Psychiatric Center at Orangeburg, erected ca. 1936 to plans developed by Haugaard’s office, forms a 

near contemporary to York Hall.  It was rendered in a severe classical idiom with minimal exterior architectural 

elaboration, thereby distancing itself stylistically from the prevailing Mission-style motif employed during the 

first  phase of that campus’s development. Also dating to 1936, but larger in scale and more elaborated in 

treatment, is the assembly building at Pilgrim State Psychiatric Center.  Few parallels to York Hall are to be 

found in that building, it having a large T-shaped plan with multi-storied interior including auditorium space for 

1,000 and a commissary on the lower level. It was also of brick construction but rendered in a non-classical vein 

with Romanesque detailing including corbelling and arcaded bays. That building was designed by Starrett & 

Van Vleck, a New York City architectural firm best known for their design of department stores. 

Parallels to York Hall are also found in similar auditorium buildings erected for other institutional or 

governmental purposes, such as the near contemporary Colonial Revival-style Niagara Post Theater, ca. 1931, 

erected under the auspices of the federal government for American servicemen stationed at Fort Niagara, 

Niagara County, New York.  That building is typical of military post theaters built across the country during the 

Depression era, given its derivation from a standardized design. The design for the theater at Fort Niagara 

design is thus similar to the design of the post theaters built at Fort Screven and Fort Benning in Georgia, Fort 

Hancock in New Jersey, and Fort Douglas in Utah.   

Conclusion  

York Hall remains a building of exceptional significance to the former KPPC campus and the outlying Kings 

Park community.  Its construction formed an important episode in the history of the institution, as it quickly 

came to assume a central role in the lives of the staff and patient population, while also affording numerous 

social opportunities to the outlying Kings Park community.  Few if any extant KPPC buildings more aptly and 

effectively portray this bond between the two.  It remains in large measure as designed and built, and active 

measures are currently being implemented to address the building’s deterioration in more recent times, in 

advance of placing it back into active service.    
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to include exterior circulation features.  It consists of a total of 1.58 acres of land.  
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ABOVE & BELOW, York Hall 1932; view below depicts building dedication September 7. 
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ABOVE, east and west elevation drawings March 1930. These renderings indicate a seven-bay elevation on the 
east and west sides; the final design consisted of a six-bay elevation. BELOW, Assembly Building at Marcy 
State Hospital (Central New York Psychiatric Center), by all indications built to the same exterior 
specifications. 
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ABOVE & BELOW, interior of York Hall at time of 1932 opening 
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ABOVE, floor plan 
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ABOVE, façade; BELOW, perspective view of façade and east elevation 
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ABOVE, perspecitve view of façade and west elevation; BELOW, view towards stage from within auditorium 
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ABOVE, view showing characteristic nature of damage casued by removal of flashing along building’s eaves 
and dormers, prior to completion of roof rehabilitation: collapsed and damaged plaster, exposure of terra cotta 
block and overall degradation of perimeter areas. 

 
 
ABOVE & BELOW, views depicting recent roof rehabilitation activities  
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