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Niagara Gorge Corridor Project

Robert Moses Parkway (RMP) - North Segment
Phase I: Main Street to Findlay Drive
Niagara Falls, NY

Preliminary Engineering &
Environmental Review

Public Information Meeting

January 19, 2015
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Welcome

Purpose of the Meeting - Your input on:

 Aspects of preliminary design options
e Environmental considerations

Partner Agencies

e NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation (State Parks)

e USA Niagara Development Corporation (USA Niagara)

Subsidiary of Empire State Development
» NYS Department of Transportation (DOT)
e City of Niagara Falls
e New York Power Authority
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Agenda

* Welcome/Background
* Overview of current design concepts
* Anticipated schedule

* Open session - review of displays
e Make suggestions and comments

e Tell us about aspects we should consider moving forward
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%/hat is Preliminary Engineering &
Environmental Review?

* Develop more detail beyond “concept” (Public Scoping)
but prior to detailed (final) design/bid documents

e Enough detail to make broad decisions:
 Road alignment(s) & cross-sections
« Land necessary to build - acquisitions, if any (no major anticipated)
« Overall concepts for final design (e.g., landscaping, lighting)

e Evaluate social, economic, and environmental effects

e Design Report/Environmental Assessment (DR/EA)
« If no major issues = Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

———
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%/hat is Preliminary Engineering &
Environmental Review?

* Federal Laws/Regulations

» National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Federal Highway Administration NEPA Regulations (23 CFR 771)

» Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act
(Use of Parkland, Wildlife Reserve, Historic Resources)

« Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

« Coastal Zone Management Act

Section 7 of Threatened/Endangered Species Act
« Other Environmental Laws/Executive Orders
(Migratory Bird Act, Env. Justice, Wetlands/Floodplains, etc.)

e State Laws/Regulations
» State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
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RMP Background/History

* Completed in 1961/62 - Part of NYS Parkway
System - Limited Access Expressway for
Automobiles (and some busses)

* RMP itself owned by State Parks
* Sits Land owned by NYPA and State Parks
* Maintained under Agreement by DOT

* Sections of RMP are part of the National
Highway System
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RMP Background/History

2006 Memorandum of Understanding (State Parks,
NYSDOT, USAN/ESD, & City of Niagara Falls)

Jointly solicit funding/plan for two segments:

e Southern Segment - “Riverway” — Under Construction
e Northern Segment — Niagara Gorge Corridor — Niagara
Falls to Lewiston
- Public Scoping (2013)

- Preliminary Engineering/Env. Review for
Phase I: Main Street to Findlay Drive (2014-15)
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Why Do it?
Project Goals

* Improve Access and Transportation
(Pedestrian, Bicycle, Vehicular)

* Promote and Conserve the Ecology
and Environment of the Corridor
(Help restore Niagara Gorge rim)

* Support Local Economic Vitality
(Falls, Niagara Gorge, & City as one “Place”)

* Minimize Impacts to Adjacent
Neighborhoods

(Connect neighborhoods to Gorge/River)

* Support Niagara River Greenway
Plan
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ublic Scoping (2013)

Developed six (6) possible alternatives for road
access along Niagara Gorge from downtown Niagara
Falls to Lewiston

Retained three (3) alternatives as feasible:

e Alternative 3:

Partial Re-Use of the Robert Moses Parkway
 Alternative 4:

Meandering Partial Park Road

e Alternative 6
Full Removal of the RMP

All retained alternatives had similar approach
from Main Street to Findlay Drive
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Public Scoping (2013) - Phase | Project

* Must have logical termini:

e Rational end points for a transportation improvement

* Rational end points for a review of the environmental impacts.

* Must have independent utility or independent significance

» Cannot restrict alternatives for future phases

LOGICAL TERMINI
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Overall Features of Phase | Project

Demolition/removal of Parkway from Main Street
to Findlay Drive

Reconstruction of Whirlpool Street (with bicycle
and pedestrian enhancements)

New curbside overlooks, stairs and ramps to/from
open space/parkland on the former RMP alignment

New multimodal trail system tying into City

Restoration on reclaimed pavement areas

12
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i Phase 1 Project —
Concepts

* Scoping Alts 3, 4 and 6

| —

* Concepts A, Band C
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Phase 1 Project — Concepts

CNF Intl Railway Sta. & Intermodal Trans Ctr. -
Ongoing

Aquarium of Niagara — Facilities Expansion - Ongoing

State Parks Gorge Discovery Center (including Maid of the
Mist) - Ongoing

State Parks Police Station - Ongoing
State Parks/NYSDOT - RMP South - Ongoing
NFBC - Whirlpool Plaza - Future Potential

CNF - Comprehensive Plan & USA Niagara Master
Plan: Cultural District - Future Potential
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Phase 1 Project — Concept A
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Mist Winter
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Phase 1 Project — Concept B
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Phase 1 Project — Concept C
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Phase 1
Concepts

Findlay Drive

Traffic stops on
Whirlpool Street
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Phase 1
Concepts

Findlay Drive

Traffic stops on
Findlay Drive
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Phase 1 Project — Concepts
* Cross Section of Whirlpool Street at Chilton Ave.
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Noise Study

Air Quality Study
General Ecology &
Endangered Species

Surface Water Identification
& Evaluation

State-Regulated Wetlands

Federal-Jurisdictional
Wetlands

Coastal Zone Management
Surface Water Quality
Ground Water Quality

Phase 1 Project —

—

Assessments

Hydraulics & Flood Plain
Evaluation

Cultural Resources
Section 4(f) Evaluation
Section 6(f) Evaluation

Hazardous
Waste/Contaminated
Materials Screening

Asbestos Assessment:
Preliminary Investigations

Energy Analysis
Visual Impact Assessment
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Phase 1 Project — Timeline

FEBRUARY 2015

WE ARE
HERE

2010 201 2012

2013 2014 2015 2016

2017 2018

Phase |
Concept Refinement |
Preliminary Design

Project Scoping Phase |

DR/EA

Phase |
Final Design [ Construction Bidding
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How you can help

e Get to know what is in each of the Concepts
* Ask questions of the staff
o Offer suggestions or refinements
e Provide comments on particular issues
e Give us your input
« Verbal
- Comment Sheets
« Emails
 Letters
e Stay involved

/
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How you can help

¢ Comments on this project will be accepted through March 31, 2015.
* Mail Comments To:

Niagara Gorge Corridor Project
c/o Parsons Transportation Group
40 LaRiviere Drive - Suite 350
Buffalo, NY 14202

¢ Email Comments To: thomas.donohue@parsons.com

¢ All images from today's meeting will be posted to State Parks website at:

http://nysparks.com/inside-our-agency/public-documents.aspx
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THANK YOU




